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With 74 years of
teaching experience between
them, Dr. John F. Marley
and Dr. Eugene F.
Stormberg were promoted
to Professor Emeritus at the
annual President’s
Convocation during
Creighton’s Founders Week
celebration in February.

Dr. Marley was
promoted to Professor
Emeritus of Oral Diagnosis
and Radiology. Dr.
Stormberg was promoted to
Professor Emeritus of
Operative Dentistry.

For 38 years, Dr. Marley
devoted his professional life
to the School of Dentistry.
He served as Chair of the
Department of Oral
Diagnosis and Radiology.
His interest in diagnosis and
treatment of oral cancer,
benign tumors and AIDS-
related conditions are
reflected in the articles he
has published in
professional journals as well

Professors receive Emeritus status

is known to colleagues, taught in the
clinical setting and one-on-one in the
preclinical laboratories during his 36
years at the School. He served as a
department chair, clinic director and
mentor to students and fellow faculty.
Dr. Stormberg made the Department
of Operative Dentistry an outstanding
department. For most of his 36 years,
the students ranked in the top quintile
in National Boards, as well as State
and Regional Board Exams.

as his presentations to
dental societies and clinics
he organized in the region.
Dr. Marley is especially noted for his
on-going commitment to Creighton’s
Institute for Latin American Concern
(ILAC). For 17 years, Dr. Marley has
gone to the Dominican Republic,
conducting research and helping the
School provide much needed dental
care to poor campesinos in remote
areas. Retirement has not dampened
his enthusiasm. He plans to return
again this year.

Dr. Stormberg, or “Stormy” as he

Briefly

The Alumni Photo Gallery is
missing class pictures from

the following years: 1905, 1909,
1918, 1920 and 1923. If you or
someone you know has class
pictures from any of those years,
the Dental School would be
interested in making copies.
Photos will be returned. For more
information, call (402) 280-5060.

Class photos needed

❖

Creighton’s Dental Technology
Assessment Center continues

to expand its research capabilities.
The School is conducting clinical
studies at the Center for
companies in Japan, the United
Kingdom and Germany. Funding
for the Center was provided
through a Health Future
Foundation Grant.

Technology Assessment
 Center nears completion

❖

Nebraska Gov. Michael
Johanns will give the main

address at the School’s hooding
ceremony in May. Johanns, a 1974
graduate of Creighton’s law school,
was sworn into office earlier this
year. He previously served as the
mayor of Lincoln, Neb.

Nebraska’s governor to
speak at dental hooding

Dr. Stormberg, top, and Dr. Marley were promoted
to Professor Emeritus during the President’s Convoca-
tion in February.
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FACULTY

NEWS
1. Where have we been?
2. Where are we now?
3. Where are we going?
These three questions encourage us to consider both our personal and

professional lives. They are important, too, from an institutional
perspective.

Considering the first question, in a proud
94-year history, our School has earned
respect for academic and clinical
accomplishments. Our graduates have
enjoyed professional and personal satisfaction
serving the oral health needs of society while
carrying out Creighton’s humanitarian
mission.

Where are we now? We have achieved
praiseworthy results in our educational
programs. Our faculty and staff are dedicated
to high ideals. Coming to us with strong
qualifications, our students turn in
outstanding performances on national board and licensing examinations.
Our research program now enjoys international recognition and supports
our teaching mission.

Where are we going? Impressive as they are, we cannot rest on our
successes. New challenges loom ahead. To deliver oral health care, our
future graduates have to make evidence-based decisions drawn from a
rapidly expanding information and technology base. Our profession
continues to evolve as a biological science, new terminologies signaling
some of the changes. We use words unheard of a few years ago — words
such as “tissue engineering” and “biomimetics.” In short, we must prepare
to educate professionals whose practices will differ greatly from those of
past graduates.

We at the School are busy making possible the transition from a 20th
and 21st century instructional setting. Many renovation projects are
completed. We have updated our classrooms and preclinical laboratories
with equipment and networking capabilities for computer use in classes. In
the future, we will establish a clinical simulation laboratory to smooth our
students’ transition from the preclinical curriculum to the clinical setting.

We are acquiring a new information and billing system, and, by fall,
we intend to have the new clinical information management system on
line. The new database capabilities will allow us to electronically track and
monitor patient information, patient assignments and student grades.

The first two questions I posed essentially relate to the history of the
School. The third question helps us examine our vision for the future.
Thanks to our alumni, faculty, students, staff and friends, our School has
moved forward. By further updating our facilities and programs, we can
continue to provide an excellent education for generations to come.

Examining our School through three questions

Wayne W. Barkmeier, DDS, MS
Dean, School of Dentistry

Dr. Timothy P. McVaney, Assistant
Professor of Periodontics, received a
1998 Access Recognition Award from
the American Dental Association
Council on Access, Prevention and
International Relations. This award
honors individuals who have
demonstrated leadership in increasing
access to dental care for underserved
people in their communities.

Dr. McVaney earns
Recognition Award

Dr. W. Thomas Cavel, the Dr.
Raymond W. Shaddy Endowed
Chairholder and Professor of
Operative Dentistry, and Dr. Dennis
E. Nilsson, Associate Professor of
Removable Prosthodontics, recently
presented a course titled “Dental
Calibration and Standardization” to
the dental board of examiners and the
dental faculty of the University of
Puerto Rico in San Juan. Dr. Cavel’s
topic dealt with the calibration and
standardization of dental examiners
during licensure examinations. Dr.
Nilsson’s topic covered complete and
removable partial dentures and the
evaluation process.

Drs. Cavel, Nilsson
present in Puerto Rico

Dr. Jared Smith, Chair and
Associate Professor of Removable
Prosthodontics; Dr. Gene R. Huebner,
Chair and Professor of Oral and
Maxillofacial Surgery; and Dr. Paul E.
Tamisiea, Professor of Operative
Dentistry, recently were inducted as
Fellows in the American College of
Dentists during a ceremony in San
Francisco. Dr. Barkmeier was inducted
as a Fellow in the International
College of Dentists at that
organization’s annual session.

Faculty inducted as Fellows
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For nearly 40 years, oral
pathologists at Creighton have

been helping dentists nationwide
diagnose diseases of the mouth
microscopically.

The Surgical Oral Pathology
Service was started at Creighton in the
1960s by Professor Emeritus Dr. John
F. Marley.

Dr. Carole V. Brenneise is now
director of the Service. Dr. Brenneise,
along with Dr. Robert J. Achterberg,
who joined the faculty last fall, oversee
about 200 cases per year.

Dr. Achterberg said he and his
colleague accept submitted tissue from
across the nation. They have received
samples from Washington,
Pennsylvania, Utah, Arizona,
California, Iowa and Nebraska. Drs.
Brenneise and Achterberg use the
dental terminology that is familiar to
their clients.

“We communicate better with our
contributors,” Dr. Achterberg said,
“because we are dentists.”

Tissue samples are mailed in
containers supplied by Creighton. St.
Joseph Hospital processes the samples,
putting them onto slides, for the
Creighton oral pathologists to study. A
diagnosis is usually made within 24 to
48 hours.

In addition to the Surgical Oral
Pathology Service, the Dental School
also offers a Sterilizing Monitoring
Service to check the efficiency of
sterilizing units in dental offices.

For more information on either of
these services, call Dr. Brenneise or Dr.
Achterberg at (402) 280-5074 or write
to them at the Creighton University
School of Dentistry, Surgical Oral
Pathology Service, 2500 California
Plaza, Omaha, NE 68178.

Creighton’s oral pathology service
helping dentists for nearly 40 years

Dr. Robert J. Achterberg joined
the School last fall after 24 years in the
Air Force. Dr. Achterberg served one
year at the Southern Illinois University
School of Dental Medicine in Alton,
Ill., before coming to Creighton. Dr.
Achterberg earned his DDS and
master’s degree in oral pathology from
Indiana University. He then served for
a year at the Armed Forces Institute of
Pathology in Washington, D.C.

About Dr. Achterberg

Dr. Frank J. Ayers, Director
of Admissions and Associate
Dean for Student Affairs, has
received a $10,000 grant from the
Foundation of the Pierre
Fauchard Academy to buy dental
supplies for a new clinic that is
being established at the ILAC
Center in the Dominican
Republic. The patients seen at
this dental clinic will be
campesinos who are referred by
members of the summer ILAC
program for more comprehensive
dental care than is available in the
campo. The patients in the new
clinic will be treated by senior
students in a new extern rotation,
as well as by faculty, alumni and
local dentists.

Dr. Ayers receives
grant for ILAC clinic

The following students presented
research reports at the Omaha District
Dental Society meeting this past
November: John Montoya, “Changes
in Tooth Enamel Microhardness
Following Exposure to Bleaching
Agents and a Fluoride Dentifrice”;
Todd Weber, “Effects of Processing
Techniques on Reduction of
Polymerization Shrinkage in Palatal
Areas of Maxillary Denture Record
Bases”; and Mailiki L. Patterson,
“Evaluating the Effectiveness of Dental
Unit Waterline Protocol at Creighton
University.”

Students present research
at Omaha DDS meeting

Fourth-year students Alyce M.
O’Brien and Ricarda P. Reed recently
were inducted into Alpha Sigma Nu,
the Jesuit honor society. Dr. Jared
Smith, Chair and Associate Professor of
Removable Prosthodontics, was named
an honorary member.

Students, faculty named
to Alpha Sigma Nu

Visit us on the Web at: http://cudental.creighton.edu

Dr. Brenneise and Dr. Achterberg
oversee the School’s Surgical Oral
Pathology Service, which was started in
the 1960s.
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Last April, the first Dental Ethics
Summit took place in St. Louis, Mo.
Conferences devoted to dental ethics
are not new (though still sparse). The
novelty of this Summit lay in the fact
that virtually everyone in the field of
oral health care was represented.
Delegates from more than 50 dental
organizations and associations
convened, including all dental
specialties, dental hygiene and
assisting, research, public health,
financing, trade, the uniformed
services, and, of course, ethics. The
ADA, ACD, the AADS and other
professional organizations were
represented, as well.

Compared to medical ethics, the
scholarly discipline of dental ethics is
still young and maturing. A
convening of all of the concerned
players in the field would be
impossible in medicine. In that

sense, this Summit has proven to be a
unique event and very successful at
that. Hence, Creighton University’s
School of Dentistry may take some
pride in the fact that our own Dean,
Dr. Wayne Barkmeier, was one of the
initiators of this Summit and worked
for many years to make it happen.

As things often happen, when the
Summit actually took place last April,
Dr. Barkmeier, unfortunately, was
unable to attend, and he asked me to
represent Creighton University. The
81 participants addressed four themes:

Dr. Dennis R. Higginbotham
recently asked to step down as
Associate Dean for Clinical Affairs and
Director of Clinics to become
Director of Continuing Education.
The move allows him to devote more
time to his love of teaching. Dr.
Higginbotham previously served as
Director of Continuing Education,
from 1984 to 1986. Marletta
McKercher will continue to serve as
Coordinator of Continuing
Education.

Dr. Kenneth I. Knowles, Associate
Professor of Endodontics, recently was
appointed Chair of the Curriculum
Committee, and Dr. Thomas R. Meng
was appointed Chair of the Strategic
Planning Committee. Dr. Meng
joined Creighton as an Assistant

Professor of Removable
Prosthodontics this fall after a career
in the U.S. Air Force.

Dr. W. Patrick Kelsey has accepted
the appointment of Assistant Dean for
Clinical Services and Director of
Clinics. Dr. Kelsey has been on the
faculty for more than 20 years and
chaired the Department of Operative

Dentistry the past four. Dr. James H.
Howard will continue to serve as
Assistant Director of Clinics.

Dr. W. Thomas Cavel has been
named Acting Chair of the
Department of Operative Dentistry.
Dr. Cavel chaired the department
from 1986 to 1994.

By Dr. Jos V.M. Welie
Center for Health Policy and Ethics

The Summit addressed
four themes: 1. the role of
codes of ethics, 2. con-
flicting values of under-
lying ethics, 3. respond-
ing to unethical behavior,
4. defining the ethical
organization.

1. the role of codes of ethics, 2.
conflicting values underlying ethics,
3. responding to unethical behavior,
4. defining the ethical organization.
For reports of the four small groups
focusing on each of these themes, I
refer the reader to the recent issue of
the Journal of the American College of
Dentists (Fall 1998, vol. 65, 3)
which contains the complete
proceedings of the first Summit.

Dr. Barkmeier and the other
initiators of this Summit realized
that the maturation of dental ethics
demands a joint effort on the part of
everyone engaged in oral health care.
The format of the Summit aptly
reflected this philosophy. Its success
warrants a follow-up. Dental Ethics
Summit II is already in the making.
But in the interim, similar smaller
conferences should convene locally
to carry forth the torch. Ethics is at
the heart of dentistry; it should be
of concern to all of us.

Creighton participates in Dental Ethics Summit

School announces new administrative appointments


