
Our SchoolÕs reputation for academic
and clinical excellence, to a great
extent, rests on the shoulders of our
quality faculty.

We have been
blessed with a loyal,
dedicated faculty
with many years of
experience. But we
also face the growing
nationwide chal-
lenge of fewer den-
tists entering the
field of education.

According to a
2000-2001 survey
prepared by the
American Dental
Education
Association, there were an estimated
385 vacancies in the nationÕs 55 dental
schools, a substantial jump over the
early 1990s when the vacancies hov-
ered around 225.

And the nationÕs dental educators
are getting older.

An article published last November
in the Journal of Dental Education noted
that if all full-time dental faculty ages
60 and older retire in the next 10 years,
vacancies could grow to 900 nation-
wide by the end of the decade.

ThatÕs a significant challenge for the
nationÕs dental schools Ð Creighton
included.

The average age of our faculty is
above the national mean. Some of our
experienced faculty members are
beginning to retire. Dr. Carole
Brenneise and Dr. William Wyatt both
retired last year. They combined for
nearly 33 years of service to the
Creighton School of Dentistry.  

In addition, two of our distinguished
department chairs are planning to
retire at the end of this year Ð Dr.
Kenneth Knowles, Associate Professor
and Chair of the Department of
Endodontics, and Dr. Gene Huebner,
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Legacy of excellence
rests in quality faculty

It was another gold-
medal performance.
Faculty at the School
led a team of dental
health professionals in
the fourth annual
ÒSpecial Olympics,
Special SmilesÓ pro-
gram at the annual
Special Olympics
Nebraska Summer
Games.

Special Olympics
athletes from across
the state participated
in the Games at
Creighton. Creighton dental students and
students in the cooperative Creighton/Iowa
Western Community College dental hygiene
program participated in the outreach.

Non-invasive oral health screening, dental
hygiene education and nutritional counsel-
ing were provided for the Special Olympics
athletes. Each athlete also received a Ògoody
bag,Ó which contained a T-shirt, cap, tooth-
brush, floss, toothpaste and a dental hygiene

Special Olympians score winning smiles

Dental hygiene student Devon Timson, left, meets with a Special Olympian. 

instruction manual.
The event was part of the ÒOlympic

VillageÓ in the ballroom of the Skutt Student
Center on CreightonÕs campus.

Faculty participating in the program were:
Dr. Anne Aiello, Dr. Frank Ayers, Dr. Scott
Di Lorenzo, Dr. Michael Knauss, Dr. Thomas
Meng, Dr. Dennis Nilsson, Dr. Jared Smith,
Dr. Terry Wilwerding and Dr. Gary
Westerman.

The School of Dentistry raised $253,541
from alumni, faculty and friends through its
Annual Fund appeal in fiscal year 2002.

The total, which was just 0.3 percent shy
of the SchoolÕs Annual Fund goal for the
year, is particularly impressive when consid-
ering the current economy.

The Annual Fund is the SchoolÕs largest
source of unrestricted gifts. These gifts help
with student financial aid, faculty recruit-
ment and retention, and classroom and labo-
ratory improvements.

The SchoolÕs benefactors have consistently
given generously to the Annual Fund. The
School has received $250,000 or more in con-
tributions to the Annual Fund each year for
the past four years.

ÒWe are thankful for these financial gifts
to the Annual Fund, as they allow us to sus-
tain our quality and affordability,Ó said Dr.
Wayne Barkmeier, Dean. ÒItÕs a tremendous
tribute to the commitment and dedication of
our donors that our Annual Fund has con-
tinued to remain strong, even in these diffi-
cult economic times.Ó

Highlighting this past yearÕs effort was an
increase in membership in the Creighton
Society, from 89 individuals in 2001 to 92 in
2002. Most of that growth occurred at the
highest levels, as the School proudly wel-
comed three new members to the Jesuit
Circle ($5,000+ per year) and two new mem-
bers to the FoundersÕ Circle ($2,500-$4,999
per year). In addition, the School announced
103 DeanÕs Club members ($500-$999) for
2002.

The SchoolÕs Annual Fund goal for 2003 is
$260,000. For more information on how you
can lend your support, contact CreightonÕs
Office of Development at 1-800-334-8794.

Annual Fund contributions top $250,000 ... again

WHEN: Thursday-Saturday, April 10-
12, 2003.
WHERE: Creighton University cam-
pus and Omaha area.

SPRING DENTAL ASSEMBLY
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Professor and Chair of the Department
of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery.

Dr. Knowles has been on the faculty
for over a decade, joining the School in
1991 after a 25-year career in the U.S.
Air Force. Dr. Knowles has lectured
extensively in the U.S. and in Europe.
Dr. Huebner has been a full-time facul-
ty member at Creighton since 1981. He
is a Diplomate of the American Board
of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery. 
The best way to honor these distin-
guished faculty members is not only to
offer them our heartfelt thanks but to
find dedicated, quality faculty who will
continue the tradition of excellence
they have established at the School.

We all share in this responsibility to
keep our institution strong into the
future, and that includes the recruit-
ment and retention of a well-qualified
faculty. We currently have openings in
Endodontics, Oral Surgery, Pediatric
Dentistry and Prosthodontics.

Information about the positions is
posted on our website at http://cudental.
creighton.edu. Please consider becoming
part of our educational mission or
encourage a colleague to explore this
option. It is truly fulfilling to have a
hand in developing the next generation
of Creighton dentists.

Dean’s message
Continued from Page 1

Wayne W. Barkmeier, DDS, MS
Dean, School of Dentistry

ÒRights, Access and Justice in Oral Health
CareÓ is the main theme of the 5th
International Congress on Dental Law and
Ethics to be held at Creighton July 31 to
Aug. 3, 2003.

Judging by the success of the previous
four Congresses (Louvain 1992, Copenhagen
1995, London 1998, and Amsterdam 2001),
the upcoming Congress promises to be
informative and thought-provoking.

As in years past, it will be an excellent
forum to network and exchange ideas with
colleagues from all over the world, repre-

senting a variety of disciplines, but all shar-
ing a common vision: To advance the ethi-
cal, legal and professional quality of oral
health care.

The Congress is co-sponsored by the
International Dental Ethics and Law Society
(IDEALS) and Creighton UniversityÕs School
of Dentistry and Center for Health Policy
and Ethics. The opening presentation will be
given by Dr. David Satcher, under whose
tenure as Surgeon General the first Report
on Oral Health Care in America was pro-
duced.

Keynote speakers from the U.S., Canada,
Latin America, Europe and Asia will discuss
issues of access to oral health care, justice
toward vulnerable patient populations, den-
tistry at the intersection of profession and
business, the impact of education on oral
health disparities, and even the question of

justice for the dead, with a forensic dentist.
In addition, several break-out sessions have
been planned.

Those interested in attending, including
students, are invited to submit posters and
papers for presentation. 

The regular registration fee is $350, which
includes materials, refreshments, two lunch-
es, a reception and the Congress dinner. The
fee is $250 for Creighton employees and
IDEALS members and $150 for students.
Those registering early receive an additional
$15 discount.

More information on the Congress is
available via the IDEALS website,
www.ideals.ac, or by contacting Dr. Jos V.M.
Welie, CUMC Center for Health Policy and
Ethics, 2500 California Plaza, Omaha, NE
68178; e-mail, jwelie@creighton.edu; phone,
(402) 280-2034; fax, (402) 280-5735.

EditorÕs Note: Dr. Jos Welie is a faculty member
in CreightonÕs Center for Health Policy and
Ethics and in the Department of Community
and Preventive Dentistry.

By Dr. Jos Welie

Creighton to host International Congress on Dental Law and Ethics

Eight students, four
faculty members and
three alumni from the
School of Dentistry
participated in
CreightonÕs Institute
for Latin American
Concern program in
the Dominican
Republic this summer,
providing needed den-
tal care for the coun-
tryÕs poor. Dean Wayne
Barkmeier and Dr.
Frank Ayers, Associate
Dean for Student
Affairs, also visited the
D.R. as part of the pro-
gram.  

Participating students were: Jeff Askins,
Duston Connaughton, Brian Dunstan, Brian
Gribble, Donna Gumber, Shannon Lacey,
Elaine McNeight and Hilary VanHole.
Participating faculty were: Dr. Robert

Among those providing service in the D.R. this summer were, from left,
Brian Dunstan, Hilary VanHole, Shannon Lacey, Dean Barkmeier, Jeff
Askins, Elaine McNeight and Dr. Ayers.

Achterberg, Dr. Tarnjit Saini, Dr. Greg
Samuelson and Dr. Terry Wilwerding.
Participating alumni were: Shannon Brewer,
DDSÕ02, Kevin Pribyl, BAÕ81, DDSÕ85, and
Christa Wirges, BAÕ98, DDSÕ02.

Students, faculty, alumni participate in ILAC

Renovations to the School continue at
a healthy clip. The SchoolÕs Pediatric
Clinic was updated this summer and is
now involved in a pilot program to con-
vert to a paperless record system. This
system features digital radiographs and
the computerization of patient records.
This paperless system will eventually be
extended to the SchoolÕs other clinics.
The School also upgraded the

Implantology Clinic, purchasing a
new surgical microscope and renovat-
ing and modernizing the facility. In
addition, the School replaced 22 units
and lights in the Adult Clinic this sum-
mer at a cost of more than $100,000.
These improvements are designed to
make the School more efficient and
enhance the SchoolÕs facilities for teach-
ing and learning.

School continues to renovate, upgrade
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The School welcomes the following facul-
ty to full-time positions: Stephen Hess,
DDSÕ78, Associate Professor of General
Dentistry; Nicole Kimmes, DDSÕ01,
Instructor of General Dentistry; and Gregory
Davis, DDSÕ79, Assistant Professor of
Prosthodontics.

The School also welcomes the return of
James Lukas, DDSÕ73, and Robert Brady,
DDSÕ59.

Dr. Hess
Dr. Hess, an Omaha native, earned his

bachelorÕs degree in biology in 1969, mas-
terÕs degree in biology in 1971 and D.D.S. in
1978, all from Creighton University. He
began his pathology training in 1989 at the
University of Iowa and received his
Certificate in Oral Pathology in 1992 from
that institution. He concluded a 23-year
career in the United States Army Dental
Corps in 2002, prior to coming to Creighton.
He is a Fellow in the American Academy of
Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology and a
member of the American Dental Association,
the American Academy of Oral and
Maxillofacial Pathology, American Society of
Forensic Odontology and the American
Academy of Oral Medicine. He most recent-
ly served as a hospital dentist at the Brooke
Army Medical Center in Ft. Sam Houston,
Texas, where he was also a mentor for the
hospitalÕs Oral Surgery Training Program.

Dr. Kimmes
Dr. Kimmes is a native of Hosmer, S.D.

She received her bachelorÕs degree from
Northern State University in 1997. She
attended Creighton University School of
Dentistry and graduated with a D.D.S.
degree in 2001. Following graduation, Dr.
Kimmes initially joined the School of
Dentistry as a part-time faculty member. Dr.
Kimmes maintains a private practice in
Omaha. She has served as a clinic volunteer
at the Indian-Chicano Health Center in
Omaha and has volunteered with the
Special Olympics. She also received numer-
ous awards and honors during her academic
career, including the Organization of
Teachers of Oral Diagnosis Award in 2001.

Dr. Davis
Dr. Davis, an Omaha native, received his

bachelorÕs degree in biology from the
University of Nebraska at Omaha in 1975
and earned his D.D.S. from Creighton
University in 1979. Dr. Davis has maintained
a private practice in general dentistry in
Omaha for the past 23 years. He has been a
part-time member of the SchoolÕs faculty
since 1998 and became full-time this fall. He
is a former member of the Board of
Directors at the Charles Drew Medical
Center in Omaha, where he has also prac-
ticed for the last four years. He is a member
of the Urban League and performs dental

work at the Pottawattamie County Jail in
Iowa.

Dr. Lukas
Dr. Lukas, an Omaha native, earned his

bachelorÕs degree in biology in 1969 and
D.D.S. in 1973 from Creighton University.
He also received an M.S. in Orthodontics in
1976 from St. Louis University. He served as
a Clinical Instructor at the School in 1973
and 1974 and again from 1976-1981. Dr.
Lukas has returned as an Associate Clinical
Professor of Pediatric Dentistry and
Orthodontics and Director of Orthodontics.
He is a member of the American Dental
Association, the Nebraska Dental
Association, the Omaha District Dental
Society, the American Association of
Orthodontics, the Midwestern Society of
Orthodontics and the Nebraska Society of
Orthodontics.

Dr. Brady
Dr. Brady is a former Chair of the

Department of Dentistry for Children (1963-
71) and Assistant Professor in the
Department of Dentistry for Children (1963-
70). He has returned to teach orthodontics at
Creighton after retiring from more than 30
years in private practice. Dr. Brady was
named Outstanding Instructor by the Class
of 1970 and Best Academic Lecturer by the
Class of 1968.

School welcomes new faculty and return of two

The Department of Prosthodontics, Dr.
Jared H. Smith, Chair, was named the

ÒDepartment of the YearÓ at the 2002
Senior Awards Banquet in April. In addi-
tion, the following honors were presented
at the Banquet. 

¥ Dr. Raymond W. Shaddy Memorial
Award for Outstanding Member of the
Clinical Faculty Ñ Dr. Scott C. Di
Lorenzo, Assistant Professor of
Prosthodontics.

¥ Sara K. Susman Memorial Award for
Outstanding Dedication by Support Staff
Ñ Debbie Anderson, Assistant to the
Associate Dean for Clinical Services.

¥ Dr. Anne M. Garred Memorial Award
for Outstanding Dedication in Providing
Dental Education Ñ Dr. Kenneth I.
Knowles, Chair and Associate Professor
of Endodontics.

¥ Dr. Theodore J. Urban Memorial
Award for Outstanding Dedication to
Preclinical Education Ñ Dr. Neil S.
Norton, Assistant Professor of Oral Biology.

¥ Instructors of the Year: Class of
2005 Ð Dr. Norton and Dr. Laura C.
Barritt, Assistant Professor of Oral
Biology; Class of 2004 Ð Dr. Henry H.
Gale, Assistant Professor of Biomedical
Sciences; Class of 2003 Ð Dr. Di Lorenzo
(clinical) and Dr. R. Scott Shaddy (lec-
turer), Assistant Professor of General
Dentistry; Class of 2002 Ð Dr. James D.
OÕMeara (clinical), Assistant Professor
of General Dentistry, and Dr. Gregory
L. Davis, Adjunct Instructor of General
Dentistry, (outstanding part-time clinical).

The seniors selected Dr. Smith as the
Master of Ceremonies for the annual
Hooding Ceremony. Dr. Robert J.
Achterberg, Associate Professor of
General Dentistry, and Dr. Terry F.
Lanphier, Assistant Professor of Oral
and Maxillofacial Surgery, were chosen
as Faculty Guest Hooders. Recognized
for team clerk excellence were: Kathy
Williams, Cindy Hall, Jane Neneman
and Debbie Franks.

Graduated seniors honor faculty, staff

Dr. W. Eugene Roberts, DDSÕ67, was one
of three Indiana University School of
Dentistry faculty members appointed to
endowed faculty positions during the past
academic year. Dr. Roberts, who serves as
Director of Orthodontics in the Oral Facial
Development Department at Indiana, was
named the Joseph R. and Louise Ada
Jarabak Professor of Orthodontics. 

Alumnus an endowed prof

Dr. Jos Welie, Associate Professor at the
Center for Health Policy and Ethics and the
Department of Community and Preventive
Dentistry, has received a $356,250 planning
grant from the National Institute of Dental
and Craniofacial Research to examine the
impact of dental education on oral health
disparities. Co-investigators include Dr.
Terry Wilwerding and Dr. Brad Carson.  The
study will focus on three categories of vul-
nerable patients: Patients with advanced
AlzheimerÕs disease,  African-American
patients and recent immigrants to the U.S.

Oral health disparities
focus of planning grant
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Students of the Class of 2004 took a
ÒStudent Dentist PledgeÓ at the SchoolÕs

annual White Coat Ceremony this past May.
This is the second year the ceremony has
been held. The White Coat Ceremony marks
the completion of the studentsÕ preclinical
education and the beginning of their clinical
treatment of patients.

School hosts second
White Coat Ceremony

Left, Creighton University President the Rev.
John P. Schlegel, S.J., addresses students at the
White Coat Ceremony.

Creighton UniversityÕs Health Sciences
Division Ñ which includes the Schools of
Dentistry, Medicine, Nursing, and Pharmacy
and Health Professions Ñ is now aligned
with the former Saint Joseph Hospital and
its clinics under the moniker, Creighton

University Medical Center. The faculty prac-
tice at the School of Dentistry also has been
renamed Creighton Dental Associates in an
effort to better align itself with Creighton
Medical Associates under the CUMC
umbrella.

Health Sciences Division part of new CUMC

¥Huebner, G.R. Evaluation of a
Predoctoral Implant Curriculum: Does Such
a Program Influence GraduatesÕ Practice
Patterns? International Journal of Oral &
Maxillofacial Implants 2002; 17:543-549.

¥Shaner JW. Caries Associated with
Methamphetamine Abuse. Journal of the
Michigan Dental Association; 84(9):42-47,
2002.

¥Kelsey III, W.P. Book chapter: Operative
Procedures, chapter 38, MosbyÕs Dental
Hygiene: Concepts, Cases, and Competencies,
Daniel & Harfst.

¥Taylor MH. Handheld Computing in
Dentistry. Dental Clinics of North America;
46:539-551, 2002.

Alumnus Donald E. Nemer, DDSÕ56, of
Gregory, S.D., was featured in a New York
Times article in August focusing on the lack
of dentists in rural America.

The 70-year-old dentist, the article reports,
has been waiting for four years to retire, but
he canÕt find anyone to take over his thriv-
ing practice in the farm town of 1,342 people
about 180 miles southwest of Sioux Falls.

The article states that there is one dentist
for every 2,359 residents of South Dakota,
compared with one for every 1,714 people
nationally. 

Dr. Nemer, who knows everybody in
town by name, has vowed to retire at 75.

ÒI love my profession,Ó he told the Times.
ÒThatÕs the reason IÕm still in it. I donÕt want
to leave this area and my patients without a
dentist just because I want to quit, so IÕm
trying to hang on.Ó

Alumnus featured
in New York Times

Faculty
Publications

Creighton juniors and seniors performed
extremely well on National Board exams.
The scores posted by the juniors on Part I of
the exams ranked Creighton 11th best in the
nation, and the scores posted by the seniors
on Part II ranked Creighton 14th best in the
nation. Both scores ranked in the fourth
quintile. Creighton is one of 55 dental
schools nationwide.

The School of Dentistry received $221,191
in grants for research, instruction and train-
ing efforts in fiscal year 2001-2002 Ð an
increase of 64 percent over last year. The
School received a total of 14 awards.

Research grants top $200,000

National Board success


