
What do many retailers and libraries have in common?
Both maintain a street presence, while moving much of
their business to the Web. The Reinert/Alumni Library
remains an important gathering place for research and study,
with reference assistance readily available as an added value.
But now it also serves as a gateway to numerous informa-
tion products, delivered via the Internet.

The evolution has been dramatic. The Library bought its
first PC for staff use in 1983. It was followed shortly by our
first public computer, dedicated to a wildly popular CD-
ROM index that has long since become obsolete. The card

catalog was removed in stages after 1991, replaced by dumb
terminals for searching the PALS online catalog. Next, the
stately index tables of old gradually disappeared, upstaged
by computer workstations sprouting like mushrooms. The
rest is history.

Today the Library maintains its own server and 32 public
workstations. The old PALS system has been replaced by
CLIC. Students and faculty can search more than 50 data-
bases at no charge, with content ranging from biography to
statistics and from periodical citations to full-image articles.
The Library provides access to more than 10,000 e-journals
and 7,500 e-books from campus and beyond. As the linkage
between these various resources continues to develop, so
does the research potential.

How have these changes affected staff? The librarian’s trade-
mark skills remain the selection, organization, and retrieval
of information. But now these skills are applied not only to
books and journals, but also to databases, e-journals, Web
sites, and e-books, with digitized image collections on the
horizon. Reference questions have dipped in number but
are more technical and time-consuming in nature.
Catalogers operate in a more complex and shifting environ-
ment than ever before. With so much hardware and soft-
ware to manage, a full-time position is now assigned to the
task. More time is devoted to negotiating database contracts,
grooming the CLIC catalog and the Web site, and working
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with information vendors to
implement new products 
and services.

Everyone can appreciate the
benefits and sheer wonder of the
new “e-library.” Resources are
quick and easy to obtain with
point-and click precision. They
are available at no charge, 24
hours a day, seven days a week,
from any computer with
Internet access. From a practical
standpoint within the Library,
little-used materials duplicated
on the Web can be weeded to
ease crowded shelves.

Crowding has already been reduced with the removal of
periodicals duplicated in JSTOR. Many of the indexes
already chased from their tables will finally be weeded this
spring, along with reference sources and government publi-
cations also left idling in favor of Internet alternatives. The
remaining reference and index collections will then be inte-
grated and shelved in a more visible location. The resources
most in demand, however — the computer workstations —
will still command prime space nearest the entrance.

Some aspects of the Internet’s expanding importance raise
legitimate concern. Web-based subscriptions are a signifi-
cant and ongoing expense. Seamless access can create the
impression that everything on the Internet is free. Many
valuable library materials that are not online are under-uti-
lized or ignored. Students who “Ask Jeeves” instead of a
librarian may waste time, use information of lesser quality,
or feel stymied by dot-com sites that charge a fee or com-
promise their privacy. And plagiarism becomes easy and
tempting, especially since citation guidelines for Web
resources are often lacking.

But electronic information delivery is as compelling as it is
inevitable. The Library will continue its dual role as a place
and as a portal into the future. For a case in point, both
new carpeting and wireless connectivity share priority on
the Library’s wish list this year. Buckle up — the changes
aren’t over yet! 

Mary Nash
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E-Journals Chaos Makes Finding Articles a Challenge
Locating the articles one needs is sometimes a formidable
undertaking, and the advent of electronic journals has 
further complicated matters.  In years past, the researcher
needed only to determine whether the Library subscribed
to a journal by using the online catalog.  Now, however,
the researcher must also determine whether the needed
journal is available through the Library in electronic form.
The Library does, of course, provide direct links to 
electronic versions of many of the print journals to which
it subscribes. And the full-text of those journals is often
just a click away in the CLIC catalog!  

However, the Library also provides access to databases that
provide full-text journals. These full-text databases are
compiled by vendors and offered as a package to libraries.
Often the journals included in these databases are not
indexed from cover-to-cover; that is, the vendor or aggregator
does not include every article – omitting, perhaps, the
shorter articles along with journal front matter, and 
sometimes photographs, tables, and other material the
aggregator regards as inessential.  Sometimes the aggregators’
agreements with journal publishers prevent them from
including the most recent issues of the indexed journals. 

So how does a researcher determine whether the electronic
form of a journal is available?  To be certain, the researcher
should follow these steps:

1. Check the CLIC catalog.  If the journal is one to
which the Library subscribes, it will be in the cata-
log, and if our subscription provides for access to
the electronic version, there will be a link from the
catalog directly to the journal.  (Alternatively, you
may consult a list < http://reinert.creighton.edu/
serials/ejournals.htm > of the electronic versions of
journals to which we subscribe.)

2. Check the Library’s list of journals in full-text
databases. < http://reinert.creighton.edu/libs/
elecjnls/prefull.htm > If the journal is covered in
an aggregated database, this list provides a link to
the database.

3. If a journal is in neither of the above, then it is
probably unavailable electronically to users at
Creighton, but a copy of the article may still be
obtained via interlibrary loan. See the Web form at
< http://reinert. creighton.edu/ill.htm > to 
submit requests.

Creighton users have access to all of the Library’s electronic
resources from on campus and off-campus.  For further
information or to obtain the passwords that are occasional-
ly required, please contact the Reference Desk at 280-2227
or send email to askus@creighton.edu.

David G. Sherwood
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Library Adds Two JSTOR Collections:
Ecology-Botany and General Science

Those who have used JSTOR's electronic archive of peer-
reviewed journals will be delighted to learn of the addition
of 36 titles, bringing the total to 145 journals. The Ecology
and Botany collection includes 29 of the most significant
journals for ecologists and botanists.  The titles were chosen
by JSTOR in partnership with a team of subject experts
assembled by the Ecological Society of America. For the
collection, JSTOR scanned and mounted over one million
pages with coverage reaching back into the 19th century for
such notable titles as American Naturalist; however, the
Ecology and Botany collection includes important contem-
porary journals as well. 

The JSTOR General Science collection covers seven signif-
icant journals that contain over 1.4 million pages of scien-
tific literature dating from the 17th century through 1998.
The collection includes a complete run of Science and of the
Proceedings of the National Academy of Science, as well as
four of the prestigious journals published by the Royal
Society of London.

JSTOR journal collections are unique because they include
the complete backfiles of core scholarly journals, starting

with the very first issues!  JSTOR is designed to make core
scholarly journals more widely accessible and to insure that
libraries can continue to offer their users access to important
journals in the face of the spiraling costs of storing and 
preserving journals.  As a permanent archiving solution for
libraries, JSTOR provides access to the backfiles of journals,
while libraries obtain the current 2-5 years of the journals in
print or in electronic form directly from the publisher. 

To view a list of the JSTOR Ecology and Botany collection,
point your browser to http://www.jstor.org/about/
eb_content.html.

To see a list of the journals in the General Science
Collection, point your browser to http://www.jstor.org/
about/gs_content.html.  

Or, for a list that includes not only JSTOR but also other
electronic journals currently offered by Reinert/Alumni
Library, point your browser to http://reinert.creighton.
edu/serials/ejournals.htm.

David G. Sherwood

N e w  J S TO R  T i t l e s

G e n e r a l  S c i e n c e  T i t l e s

Philosophical Transactions: Biological Sciences
Philosophical Transactions: Mathematical, Physical and 

Engineering Sciences
Proceedings: Biological Sciences
Proceedings: Mathematical, Physical and Engineering 

Sciences
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the 

United States of America
Scientific Monthly 
Science

E c o l o g y / B o t a n y  C o l l e c t i o n

American Journal of Botany
Annals of the Missouri Botanical Garden
Brittonia
International Journal of Plant Sciences
Journal of the Torrey Botanical Society
Missouri Botanical Garden Annual Report
New Phytologist
Systematic Botany

American Midland Naturalist
American Naturalist
Annual Review of Ecology and Systematics
Biotropica
Conservation Biology
Diversity and Distributions
Ecological Applications
Ecological Monographs
Ecology
Evolution
Functional Ecology
Global Ecology and Biogeography (coming)
Journal of Animal Ecology
Journal of Applied Ecology
Journal of Biogeography
Journal of Ecology
Journal of Tropical Ecology
Limnology and Oceanography
Paleobiology
Quarterly Review of Biology
Systematic Biology



CETEDOC joins Reinert’s theological collection of elec-
tronic resources. The database is a patrology covering the
period from the late 2nd century to the 15th century. It
includes Acta Sanctorum, Analecta Bollandiana, Analecta
Hymnica Medii Aevi, Corpus Berolinense, Corpus
Christianorum (Continuation Mediaeualis, Series
Apocryphorum and Series Latina), Corpus Scriptorum
Ecclesiasticorum Latinorum, Monumenta Germaniae
Historica, Patrologia Latina, and Sources Chretiennes. The

best uses of CETEDOC are for documenting who said
what and how often, to study the precise way things were
said, and to gain a cognitive understanding of the texts. It is
what “George Poulet...called reading not only from left to
right, but from right to left, and in all directions.” The data-
base is contained on CD-ROM, and must be checked out
from the Reserve Desk.

Chris LeBeau

New Resources
C E T E D O C  L i b r a r y  o f  C h r i s t i a n  L a t i n  Te x t s
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N e w  D i g i t a l  M i c r o f o r m  R e a d e r - P r i n t e r

In an ongoing effort to offer users the best possible equip-
ment, the Library recently acquired a new machine for
reading and printing microfilm and microfiche.  The new
Minolta SP2000 digital reader/printer, provides high quality
laser prints of microfilm and microfiche resources.  The
machine uses a standard laser printer and is capable of shar-
ing its laser printer when the Library purchases additional
digital reader/printers.  Equipped with lenses appropriate
for microforms in almost every magnification, the easy-to-

use machine has proven very popular with both faculty and
student researchers.  Since being acquired in October, the
machine has been used to make more than 5000 copies of
microform books, periodicals, and manuscripts.  The
machine is located near the Periodicals Desk on the
Library’s upper level.

David Sherwood

In a joint license agreement with the Health Sciences
Library, the Reinert/Alumni Library is now providing
Elsevier's ScienceDirect service of 1,100 ejournals to the
East Campus. In so doing, Reinert joins a local consortium
which includes UNMC and which entitles Creighton users
to access ejournals subscribed to by UNMC. All Elsevier
ScienceDirect journals are included in the CLIC catalog, so

all the user needs to do is click on the link in the catalog to
read Elsevier journals via the Web! ScienceDirect features
journals in science, technology and medicine with indexing
and full text from 1995 forward. The social sciences, arts
and humanities are lightly covered. 

David Sherwood

E l s e v i e r  S c i e n c e D i r e c t  E x t e n d e d  t o  E a s t  C a m p u s
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A Wicked, Dirty Town: Tales of 19th Century Omaha 
b y  D a v i d  B r i s t o w A  B o o k  R e v i e w

It’s true. One has to neither live in Omaha nor enjoy histo-
ry to find this book entertaining, just as the author claims.
(And heaven forbid history should be enjoyable!) But for
those with a curiosity about Omaha’s origins, this is an
excellent place to begin. David Bristow has done the historian’s
laborious work, and condensed a wealth of material into a
series of manageable topics, skimming off for the reader the
most interesting and entertaining facts, stories and vignettes.

The topics range the gamut from the political formation of
Omaha to everyday life in the “big muddy” city. So was
Omaha a “dirty” town? It was more than dirty, it was a
“veritable mudhole” with one of the most famous holes
located at 10th and Douglas. Public disgust and inconve-
nience finally brought pressure to bear on the situation and
by the 1880s most of the city was paved. Dry weather
brought no relief from the dirt. One visitor complained
that “no town on the Missouri was more annoyed by mov-
ing clouds of dust and sand.” To compound this misery
were thousands of stray dogs roaming in packs throughout
the city. Hogs ran loose everywhere and were often apt to
give up the ghost in the most public of places, lying and
decomposing in everyone’s way for days. The city had no
organized garbage collection, nor sewer system. Bristow
paints a vivid, if unromantic, picture of frontier town life.

And just how “wicked” a city was Omaha? If one counts
bribery and ruffianism in the legislature and land swindles
as contributory, then Omaha was surely wicked. The rail-
road, which gave rise to the city, inevitably brought with it
every quack and swindler for miles around, making it “one
of the most demoralized cities in the Union.” By 1910 it’s
estimated there were 100 houses of prostitution.  The vice
district — or “the cribs” as it was better known — was cen-
tered around Capitol Avenue between Ninth and Tenth

Streets. Even James Creighton, cousin of Edward and John,
was arrested for choking Alderman Doyle at Sutphens Store
in 1873. But we’ll forgive him the seemingly boorish behav-
ior, acknowledging that it was not untypical of the times.

Generally, Bristow gives an even-handed and revealing
account of the events and movers that shaped our city, from
the humorous wife swapping arrangement between John
Peterson and No Flesh the Indian, to the cataclysmic
destruction of the Union Pacific bridge by the tornado of
1877, to the shameful lynching in 1891 of George Smith,
an Omaha black man. Often Bristow lets other people do
the talking - people like Erastus Beadle and Carl Sandburg,
who passed through as the hobo Charles and memorialized
the town in the poem “Omaha.”

Much has changed in Omaha over the last 150 years, but
perhaps two noteworthy things are these:

…“the proper pronunciation of Omaha was
O-maw’-haw, accenting the middle syllable.”

Omaha Arrow, July 28, 1854

…“one thing Omaha cannot boast of and that
is good looking women.” 

Erastus Beadle, June 18, 1857

(Often change is for the better.)

Chris Le Beau

Two copies of Bristow’s book are on hand at the Library.  
F674 .O557  B75 2000 

For a copy of Carl Sandburg’s “Omaha,” see Selected Poems of Carl
Sandburg, edited by Rebecca West. PS 3537 A6.18  A17 1925
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400 Blows (video)

Black Skin, White Masks (book)

Cadillac Man (video)

Un Chien Andalou (video)

The Creation of Patriarchy (book)

Death of a Salesman (book)

Exterminating angel (video)

Hiroshima, Mon Amour (video)

Last Tango in Paris (video)

Last Temptation of Christ (video)

Man in the White Suit (video)

Modern Times (video)

My Bondage and My Freedom (book)

On the Beach (video)

Paradoxes of Gender (book)

The Piano (video)

Polyester (video)

The Seventh Seal (video)

The Souls of Black Folk (book)

That Obscure Object of Desire (video)

Through a Glass Darkly (video) 

Transforming Knowledge (book) 

Under Western Eyes (book) 

White Over Black (book)

Wall Street (video)

Woman Hollering Creek and other stories (book)
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New Book and Video Collection Supports
Senior Perspective Program

The Library now has a special collection of materials sup-
porting the Senior Perspective Program. The collection was
initiated by donations from Dr. Theodore E. Burk (Biology)
and Fr. Michael J. Proterra, S.J. (former Dean of Arts and
Sciences). The videos include many feature films, such as

Federico Fellini’s “Amarcord,” Gabriel Axel’s “Babette’s
Feast,” John Ford’s “Grapes of Wrath,” Stanley Kramer’s
“On the Beach,” Steven Spielberg’s “Schindler’s List,” and
Akira Kurosawa’s “Seven Samurai.” The books focus on
racism, multiculturalism and gender studies. 

To  l o c a t e  t h e s e  i t e m s  i n  C L I C  e n t e r  t h e  t e r m
“ S e n i o r  P e r s p e c t i v e ”  a s  a  s u b j e c t  s e a r c h .  

The Senior Perspective Program is a core curriculum
requirement and encompasses interdisciplinary courses
focusing on areas of significant human and social concern.
The ten Senior Perspective courses offered for the spring
semester are: “Science and Uncertainty in a Pluralistic
World,” “Sickness, Disability, and Healing in the Biblical

and Modern Worlds,” “Politics and Ethics of Science and
Technology,” “Literacy and Technology: How Technology
Shapes Cultural Literacy,” and “Biomedical Ethics:
Philosophical and Theological Approaches.”

Lauralee Grabe

A  s a m p l i n g  o f  t i t l e s :
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Jenn Duncan joined the Library in October 2000 and has
assumed a high visibility position as Library Assistant at the
circulation counter. Jenn has a B.S. in education from the
University of Nebraska at Omaha. Previously Jenn taught
sexual abuse and assault prevention in the local elementary

schools for the YWCA and she has also taught 7th grade at
St. Richard. She is currently a graduate student at UNO
seeking a Masters in education with a media specialist
endorsement. Jenn has two daughters, Louise and Beatrice.
She is proving to be a valued staff member.

Meet Jenn Duncan

The CLIC catalog will soon include records for the library
holdings of Bergan Mercy Hospital, Immanuel Hospital 
and Mary Lanning Hospital. 

CLIC Catalog Adds Neighbors

Licensed electronic resources, such as databases, are restrict-
ed to Creighton University students. If you are interested in
adding links to these resources on your class Web site,
please contact Chris Le Beau (x1757) for information on

how to construct the links in order for them to be usable to
students from off-campus locations. There is also a fair use
Web page which may be consulted at http://reinert.
creighton.edu/fairuse.htm.

A Note to Faculty Involved in Hosting a Class Web
Site or Involved in Distance Education


