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Library Volunteers Assist FBI in Stolen Books Project 

In June the Reinert/Aiumni Library received national 
recognition and an award for service of an unusual kind. 
The service performed by our librarians was of use in a 
criminal investigation involving the theft of rare books. 
The story follows. 

Last March in Ottumwa, Iowa, the FBI recovered 
approximately 20,000 stolen rare books and 
manuscripts, the largest cache in U.S. history. Some 
missing more than ten years, the books were valued at 
$20 million. Little did any Creighton librarians expect that 
by April they would be involved with the FBI, helping to 
inventory the stolen collection and identify possible 
library owners. 

Stephen Blumberg is charged in the matter. The 
41-year-old Blumberg of St. Paul, Minnesota has an 
annual income of more than $70,000 from family trusts, 
according to his lawyer. He also has a history of arrests, 
dating back to 1967, for trespassing and possession of 
burglary tools. Aided by a false University of Minnesota 
faculty lp, Blumberg was assured entry to dozens of 
library archives across the nation. 

Overwhelmed with the task of inventorying the 
thousands of books, the FBI turned to the library world. 
OCLC (the Online Computer Library Center) donated its 
personnel and access to its national database. OCLC, 
in turn, gathered a force of 40 librarians from eastern 
Nebraska to assist in the "Omaha Project." Eight 
librarians from the Reinert/Aiumni Library, one from the 
Klutznik Law Library, and Fr. Greg Carlson from the 
Classics Department volunteered their days, nights and 
weekends in an effort to expedite the project for the FBI. 
Volunteers amassed 670 hours. 

The stolen books and manuscripts, from 140 
universities, made an awe-inspiring collection. There 
were examples of incunabula, books printed before 
1501 ; there were also manuscripts on vellum, some with 
illuminations. Some of the treasures ranged from a copy 
of the Nuremberg Chronicle (1493) worth $35,000 to 
several volumes of EdwardS. Curtis' The North American 
Indian (1907-30) worth about $90,000. Lesser known 

titles, nevertheless interesting and valuable, included: A 
Commentarie of M. Doctor Martin Lvthervpon the Epistle 
of S. Paul to the Galatians (1616), A Vindication of the 
British Colonies (1769), and Los Jesuitas Quitados y 
Restituidos a/ Mondo. Historia de Ia Antigua California 
(1816). Blumberg's "collection" also included a shoebox 
filled with valuable miniature books. 

Volunteers felt repeatedly drawn back to the 
collection, seeing it as a once in a lifetime opportunity to 
handle such rare materials. There was also a shared 
feeling of affront at Blumberg's actions. As a result of 
Blumberg's thefts, archives nationwide must find ways 
to increase the protection of their collections, while still 
providing adequate access. Thefts, especially the 
magnitude of Blumberg's, create an irreplaceable 
"cultural, historical and intellectual loss" to society. 

- Julia Waggoner 

Father Reichmuth Named Archivist 

On July 1st Fr. Roland Reichmuth, S.J. succeeded 
Fr. Richard Harrington, S.J. as Head of the Library's 
Archives Department. No stranger to Creighton or 
department chairmanship, Fr. Reichmuth chaired the 
University's Classics Department from 1972 to 1980. His 
previous twenty years at Creighton have prepared him 
well for his new position in the Library. In addition to his 
archival duties, Father is writing a new history of 
Creighton University from its conception to the present. 

Fr. Reichmuth's primary duties in the Archives 
Department will be to collect, preserve, index and make 
available material relating to Creighton. The collection 
policy will be to acquire materials emanating from all 
areas of the Creighton campus. Subordinate to this, 
Father will collect material not produced at Creighton, 
yet pertaining to the University. Since its inception in 
1977, the Archives has grown to be a significant 
collection. We welcome Father to the staff and look 
forward to the continued development of the Archives. 
The office hours for the Archives are from 9 to 11 :30 a.m. 
and 2 to 4 p.m. -Ray Means 



PALS Circulation System 
Due Up in '91 

Often asked this past year was the question "When will 
the Library begin using the PALS Online Circulation 
System?" At the present time, fall 1991 appears to be a 
possibility. Why so far off? The process of data entry is 
detailed and time consuming. For the system to function 
well for us and for library users, a sizeable database must 
be built. 

ll ll l l~lll~ll~111~11[1ll~l lmmlm~~~~~[ll llll 
3 2285 00029 0592 

Two activities are 
involved: barcoding 
and linking. "Bar
coding" refers to the 

placement of a machine-readable barcoded label on each 
book. "Linking" is the process of matching each barcoded 
label with one specific PALS record. 

Nine library staff each spend one to two hours daily 
placing labels on books in the stacks and linking at a PALS 
terminal in the Technical Services Department. When all 
goes well, one item per minute can be linked. Roughly one 
third of the Library's collection, or 120,000 titles, is 
presently in PALS. Of these, 20 percent are linked. 

When fully operational, the PALS circulation system 
will provide several useful features. Checkout at the 
Circulation Desk will be much quicker. A report of what an 
individual has presently checked out can be printed on 
request. The availability status of library materials can be 
verified from any PALS terminal. Finally, statistics can be 
generated for collection development purposes. The 
Library will be able to identify usage patterns for the 
different areas of the book collection. Statistics will also be 
available to illustrate how reserve materials have been 
used. These capabilities of the Circulation System will be 
a significant enhancement to service. - Mike Poma 
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New Faculty IDs Needed 

Faculty of Arts and Science and the 
College of Business should plan on updating 
their IDs at the Personnel Office sometime 
during the fall semester. New IDs will be 
necessary for compatibility with the Library's 
new automated circulation system which is 
scheduled for installation later in 1991 . Correct 
IDs should have "2285" in the beginning of the 
ID number. 

Catalog Retroconversion 
is in the Cards 

Reinert/Aiumni Library users must currently check 
both the PALS online catalog and the card catalog if all 
holdings are to be examined. Only 40 percent of the total 
collection, or approximately 120,000 titles added after 
January 1979, are in PALS. Approximately 60 percent, or 
180,000 titles, still remain in the card catalog. 

The process of converting a library's card catalog to 
electronic form is called "retrospective conversion," also 
abbreviated as "retrocon," "recon" or "ret-con." Although 
retrospective conversion is an unfamiliar phrase outside 
the library profession, its implications are important. 
Libraries with automated systems that rely on a traditional 
card catalog for older titles force their users to look in two 
places to locate materials. This is inconvenient and wastes 
time. 

Converting 180,000 titles to the PALS system is a costly 
and complex project, however, requiring additional 
demands on library funds and staff alike. The cost of 
electronic conversion varies from 40 cents to $1.49 per title, 
depending on time and rate schedules set by the OCLC 
network. Presently, Technical Services staff members are 
undertaking "retrocon" on a gradual basis as funds 
become available. Other options that the Library is 
currently pursuing include grants and batch processing 
services provided by library resource centers such as 
OCLC and AMIGOS Bibliographic Council. 

Our goal is to provide you with the most efficient and 
comprehensive access possible to the Library 's 
collections. Ideally this is accomplished through a single, 
automated catalog. Library staff and users alike look 
forward to elimination of the card catalog and the 
integration of all holdings into a fully automated system. In 
the meantime, your patience and understanding will be 
required until the retroconversion process is completed. 

- Lauralee Grabe 



LIBRARY SERVICES 

Acquisitions 

Library material is ordered through the Technical 
Services Department. Please supply all available 
bibliographic information when filling out order forms. 
Library policy requires that all orders be signed by 
Department Chairs. 

If for any reason the material cannot be ordered, the 
request(s) will be returned to you with appropriate 
explanation. Notification will be given on your newly 
processed materials. Call BettyAnn Evans, 2220. 

Computer Search SeNice 

More than 300 computer databases are available, 
through Dialog and Wilsonline, to generate 
bibliographies tailored to your research needs. Call 
Chris LeBeau, 1757. 

Faculty Check-Out 

The faculty check-out period varies with the type of 
material, i.e. reference, periodicals, media, or books. 
Books are due at the end of the second semester. 

A faculty I D or Library Access card will be requested 
at the check-out desk. In order for your student 
assistants to check out materials in your name, they will 
also need either your ID or Library Access card. Call 
Gerry Chase, 2218. 

FAX Transmission 

The Library's telefacsimile machine is available for 
rapid transmission of documents over the telephone. 
Charges are passed along to each department or 
individual. The Library's FAX number, 280-2435, may be 
given out for incoming documents. To insure delivery, 
all transmissions must include the name, address, and 
number of both sender and receiver. Call Jo Browning, 
2705. 

Interlibrary Loan 

Books and journal articles not available at any of the 
three Creighton Libraries can be obtained using ILL. The 
service is provided to faculty, staff, and students through 
the Reference Department. 

Most materials arrive within ten working days, 
depending on their availability and geographic location. 
Out-of-state libraries sometimes charge a handling fee 
usually ranging from $3 to $6, and this charge is passed 
along to the requestor. Call Lynn Schneiderman, 2219. 

Library Instruction 

Both general orientations and specific, 
course-related class lectures are available to your 
students upon request. Handouts or bibliographies 
support the presentations. Call Mike Poma, 2298. 

Media 

Resources include audio.and video tapes, software, 
filmstrips, kits, movies, records, slides and calculators, 
and may be checked out at the Media desk. Media 
hardware is for library use only. 

Media may be purchased from departmental 
allocations, and may also be rented from other 
institutions. Rental service includes securing and 
confirming rentals, handling invoices, and arranging 
previews. Rental fees are billed to the department. Call 
Gayle Crawford, 2627. 

Photocopy SeNice 

The Library supports faculty research by providing 
free photocopies of materials housed in this Library. Call 
Jo Browning, 2705. 

ReseNe 

The Library places on reserve any item, print or 
non-print, upon faculty request. This material may be the 
personal property of the instructor. To comply with 
copyright law, the Library can duplicate only one copy 
per title. At the end of the semester, copied items are 
returned to you. 

Reserve periods are two hours, overnight, three 
days, or seven days. When requesting material for 
reserve, please allow 48 hours before informing your 
students. Call Gerry Chase, 2218. 

Serial Lists 

The Serials Department issues two lists each year to 
departments. The fall listing covers each department's 
standing orders. In the spring, each department 
receives a listing of its serials, by subject, held by the 
Library. Call LaVina Swanek, 2228. 

Table of Contents 

The Serials Department provides faculty with copies 
of tables of contents from any ten journals. Copies are 
made and sent to your office as frequently as the journal 
arrives. Call LaVina Swanek, 2228. 



REINERT/ALUMNI LIBRARY DIRECTORY 

The Reinert/Aiumni Library's general number is 2705. The following is a list of specific 
services, contacts, and numbers: 

Archives ... ... ...... .... ..... ..... ... ....... .... ..... .. ...... Fr. Reichmuth .......... ... .. ...... ... ....... ..... ... ....... ... ..... ... .... .. ....... 27 46 

Bibliographies ..... ....... .... ...... .... .. ...... .. ...... .. Mike Poma .... .... ...... ... ..... ..... .. .. ... ....... .. ........ .. .... ...... .. ........ . 2298 

Circulation .. ........ ...... ... ....... .... ..... ...... ... .... . Gerry Chase, Gayle Crawford .... ... .. .. ... ...... ... ........... .. ...... .. 2218 

Classes and Tours ...... ........ ..... .. ... ... .... ...... Mike Poma .. ... .... .... .... .... .. ....... .... .... .... .. ...... ...... .. .... ... ..... .. .. 2298 

Collection Development.. ... ... ....... ..... ....... . Lauralee Grabe ... ... .......... .... .. .. ....... .. .. .. ..... ........ ... .... .. ........ . 2216 

Computer Searches ...... ... ..... ... .... ............. Chris LeBeau .. .... ... .... ........... .. ... ... .. .. .. .............. ... ... ... ..... ..... 1757 

Director ...... .. ............ .. ..... ......... .... .... .. .... .... Ray Means .... .. .... ... ...... ........ ... ... ............ .. ..... .... ....... .. ........ .. 2217 

Director's Secretary ..... .. ......... ....... ........... Jo Browning .. ....... .. .. ... ....... ..... .... .. ... ... ... .... .. .... ................... ·2705 

FAX Transmission .... ... ..... .... ... ...... ........ ... . Jo Browning ...... .... .. .. ......... ...... ...... .. ..... .. ... .. .... .. ...... .. .. .... ... 2705 

Government Publications .... ..... ... ............ . Russ Warzyn ... .. ............... ............... ..... .. ............ ..... ....... ..... 2219 

Interlibrary Loan .... .... .......... ....... ... ...... ..... . Lynn Schneiderman ... .......... .. ... .. .... ...... ............ .. ........... ..... 2219 

Media ........... .. ... .. .. ..... ..... ......... .. ... ... .... .... .. Gayle Crawford ..... ... .. ....... .. .. ........ ... ... .' ...... .......... ... ... ......... 2627 

Night Supervisor .... ...... ............. .. ... .... .... .... Sinora Garrett ........ ... ...... ... ...... ... .... .... .................. .. ... ... ....... 2705 

Periodicals ... .. ..... ... .... ... ............................. LaVina Swanek, Terri Clark ........ .. ....... ...................... .... .. .... 2228 

Photocopy Service ..... ......... ................ .. .. .. Jo Browning ....... .... ........... .... ..... .... ....... .. ....... ..... ............ .... 2705 

Policy Questions .... .......... ..................... .... Ray Means ........ ....... .... ......... ........ ....... .... ... ... .... .... ..... ...... ... 2217 

Reference ..... ... .. .... ... .. ........... .. .... .......... .... Mary Nash, Chris LeBeau, Mike Poma, 
Julia Waggoner, Russ Warzyn ........ ....... ... ..... ............ .. ... .. . 2227 

Reserves .. .. ....... .. ... ....... ........ ........ .... ......... Gerry Chase ... ......... .... ......... ..... .......... ... ... ........ ... ........ ... .... 2218 

Seminar Room Reservations ... .. ......... ...... Registrar's Office ... ..... ........ ............ .. .... .... ..... .... ... ... ............ 2701 

Standing Orders .... ..... .. ... ..... ... ....... ........... LaVina Swanek ..... .. ............. ... ... ..... ... .. .... .... ..... .... ........ .. ..... 2228 

Table of Contents .. ................... ..... .. ..... .. ... LaVina Swanek ... .... ... .... ......... ... .... .. .. ...... .... .. .... ... .... .. ... ... ... 2228 

Technical Services ...... .. ... .. .... .... ...... ...... ... Lauralee Grabe ... ........ ... .. ..... ... ..... ..... ..... .. .. ... .. ... .... ... ..... .. ... 2216 

-Acquisitions ... ..... .... .... ......... ........... ... . BettyAnn Evans ... ..... .. .. .... ..... ...... .... ... .. .. ..... ... ... .... .... ... ...... . 2220 

-Cataloging .. .. ... ...... ............ .......... ....... Arnette Payne, Shirley Golden, 
Jeanette Hilton, Doris O'Neill ..... .. ... .... .... .... ...... ....... ....... ... 2216 

Union Pacific Room Reservations ...... .. .. .. Jo Browning .. ..... ..... ... .... .. ...... ........ .... .... ........ .... ... ...... .... .... 2705 

Please feel free to add this page to your campus phone directory. 



Faculty Circulation Policy Outlined 

The Reinert/Aiumni Library has a very generous 
lending policy for faculty. There is no limit on the number 
of books that may be checked out and books are due only 
once each year, at the end of the second semester. At 
present the policy allows fort he renewal of up to fifty books. 

The current circulation policy was approved by the 
Reinert/ Alumni Library Committee in 1987 and allows for 
maximum use of the collection by faculty and students. To 
enforce the accountability factor the policy states that 
items which have not been returned or renewed will be 
considered lost. Once considered lost a reimbursement 
must be made to the Library. This reimbursement may be 
made by the individual to whom the material is checked 
out, or deducted from the library allocation of the 
appropriate academic department. In the fall department 
chairs and individual faculty members are notified of 
overdue item(s) that are considered lost, and the cost 
involved. The cost is based on the original price, not on 
the replacement value. Using this procedure the Library 
shares in the replacement cost involved in returning the 
title to the collection. -Ray Means 

Working Through Networks 

-

Networks were the talk at the 
American Library Association 
convention this summer. One can 
scarcely avoid the topic at academic 
conferences. Many faculty have 
voiced interest in networks, 
especially BITNET. BITNET is an 
international network, connecting 
1 ,300 sites for electronic exchange of 
non-commercial information among 
faculty, students and staff 
subscribers. 

At present, our campus does not have access to the 
national networks. The Computer Center informs us that 
our own JAYNET has been installed. If everything goes 
according to plan, sometime in 1991, JAYNET will link 
Creighton to MIDNET (at UNO). MIDNET will link users to 
Internet, the "network of networks" which provides 
connection to NSFNet, CSNet, Milnet, ARPANET and the 
DR I. 

How have we managed to live all these years without 
the "nets" and what are they going to do for us? Within our 
campus community, we will be able to send and receive 
messages from each other via our personal computers. 
One morning you may turn on your computer and be faced 
with a list of your overdue books! Frightening thought! On 
a more serious note, network access will enable 

researchers to link up to national supercomputers, 
computer conferences, online journals and newsletters, 
databases, electronic mail, and distant library catalogs. 
The library holdings of Notre Dame, for example, are 
already accessible through network systems. 

For more information about networks one excellent 
book is John Quarterman's A Matrix: Computer Networks 
and Conferencing Systems Worldwide. The flow of 
information is of prime concern to libraries and we, all, will 
be watching network developments. - Chris LeBeau 

Sights and Sounds of Literature 

Reading literary works is often pleasure enough, and 
in the words of Francis Bacon, "reading maketh a full 
man ... " But enjoying great works with one's ears or eyes 
creates a union of "the intellect with the senses." 

The library media collection offers the campus 
community 2,400 video and audio cassette recordings. 
Dramatic presentations include many of Shakespeare's 
plays as well those of Ibsen and O'Neill, to name a few. 
There are theatrical adaptations of the works of great 
authors like Dreiser and Sartre, lectures on writers such as 
Whitman, Hawthorne and Albee. On audio cassette one 
can listen to the readings of the works of Poe, Keats, 
Shelley, Irving, Cather and others. Perhaps the greatest 
insight is gained from listening to Joyce, Sandburg, Miller, 
Sitwell and others read their own works. 

It would be gratifying to see these wonderful resources 
enjoyed by more people, and we ask that you remind your 
students that these special learning and appreciation aids 
are available for them. - Chris LeBeau 

PBS Videos Available for Purchase 

PBS videos may be purchased through a 
special program, extended through 1990, from 
the Nebraska Library Commission. Academic 
departments may purchase videos for the 
media collection with their book allocations. A 
catalog of videos is available at the library 
Media desk. A minimum order of five titles is 
required. Anyone interested in placing an 
order should contact the Media Coordinator, 
Gayle Crawford, who will group orders in an 
effort to meet the minimum. The Library will 
place the order. 



Computer Search Corner 

This is Progress?! 
Tips for PALS Users 

If you're like most of us, you may have a love-hate 
relationship with the Library's online catalog. PALS 
performs head and shoulders above the traditional card 
catalog in terms of flexibility and convenience, like a 
four-door sedan over roller skates. But there are 
undeniable quirks and pitfalls that can result in failure rates 
that measure as high as 40.5 percent! From those of us 
who have learned the hard way, here are some tips for 
searching PALS: 

• Type search commands and term(s) on the same 
line. Example: TE WORK ETHIC 

• Erase any extra letters following your command. 
PALS will otherwise transmit everything on the line. 

• Check for spelling errors and typos. 10 to 20 per
cent of failed searches are the result of misspelling. 

• Leave a space after the Dl (Display) command 
before typing the entry number(s) you wish to view. 
Example: Dl 3 

• Look for "RAL MAIN" call numbers in the main col
lection, on the upper level (C-G) or lower level (A-8, 
H-Z) . 

• Ignore the OS (Display Status) command. This 
function is not yet operational, and may give incor
rect information. 

• Print from the terminal with printer attached. 
There is one terminal in the Library from which you 
can print. 

e Recover from TRANSACTION CODE INVALID (on 
terminals in the Library) by pressing TAB SET and re
entering your command. 

• Use the BR (BRowse) command for an alphabeti
cal display of authors, titles and subjects if you're un
sure of the exact entry. Example: BR SU UNITED 
STATES HISTORY 

• Include hyphens when used. PALS generally ig
nores punctuation (except in call numbers), but 
hyphens are an exception. Example: TE EAST
WEST RELATIONS 

• Use a question mark (?) in place of a single letter 
to find more records. Example: ST WOM?N 
(woman or women). 

• Use a pound sign (#) in place of multiple letters to 
find variations of a word. Example: TE COM
PUTERIZ# (computerize, -ized, -ization) 

Dial-in users default to the catalogs of both the 
Reinert/Aiumni and the Health Sciences Libraries: 

Type LIB RAL to search the Reinert/Aiumni catalog. 

Type LIB HSL to search the Health Sciences catalog. 

Type LIB SYS to return to the system as a whole. 

• Ask for help at the Reference desk if you ex-
perience any problems! - Mary Nash 

Newsletter of the Reinert! Alumni Library, Creighton University 

AL L\BRARY 

(t in the Library 


