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The 1990s: Periodicals, Publishers and You 

This page too often greets you with cries about 
unrelenting periodical price increases. The finger points 
to publishers, although in fairness, not all are to blame. 
Studies that have tracked publishers to reveal the culprits 
have found that the worst offenders are Pergamon, 
Elsevier, Kluwer, Springer Verlag, Plenum, Academic 
and STBS/Gordon and Breach/Harwood. Many of the 
publishers are foreign and no one intends any bias 
against publishers on that basis. Some of these 
publishers have legitimate concerns centering on 
inflation and the falling dollar. Most claim to have 
broadened their journals with more pages to respond to 
new areas of interest. As good as these arguments may 
be, the fact is that libraries cannot sustain perennial 
increases of 9 to 24%. This issue is proving to be one of 
the foremost concerns of libraries as we move into the 
21st century. 

Libraries are finding themselves in a powerless 
position between unsympathetic publishers and you, the 
patron. If we exercise normal supply and demand rights 
to force publishers down to realistic pricing, it means 
"just say no" to publishers, and, unfortunately, to you. 
We resist having to do this by using everything in our 
means. Boycotts may pose legal problems, but 
librarians and scholars are free to "vote" with their dollars 
by supporting publishers who know when the price is 
right. 

Many have remarked that the publishing field has 
been bouyed by quantity, not quality, writing to suffice 
the "publish or perish" pressures. Publishers have been 
the greatest beneficiaries and are operating a no-lose 
game. Traditionally, libraries have felt obligated to 
provide what is requested. But now, at a time when 
faculty must publish more, libraries are faced with having 
to cut back. 

One consequence of price increases is the formation 
of library resource sharing groups which seek to analyze 
collectively their journal holdings and cooperatively plan 
journal selections. These are necessary measures but, 

in the final analysis, an increasing number of journals will 
be more difficult to obtain. Small libraries, like Creighton, 
rely on larger universities to supply many requested 
items. But even the larger schools such as Louisiana 
State University are making draconian cutbacks. LSU 
recently cut $200,000 from its periodicals budget. 
Resource sharing will help library budgets to some 
extent, but the sharing of resources is restricted by the 
copyright law. The same copyright law that protects 
your work also limits your access to copies of articles 
when you and your students need them. 

The results of cutbacks will be reduced access, still 
higher prices, more difficulty of getting into print, less 
support for the smaller journals and fewer start-ups of 
new journals. Some of the major universities are taking 
steps to slow down the plethora of scholarly publishing. 
Others are suggesting that universities become more 
involved in publishing to reduce the role of the for-profit 
publisher. We seem to be caught in a cycle where 
scholars produce for publishers who sell back to the 
university community from whence the scholarship 
came. 

The talk is now of electronic journals, and it is more 
than just talk. Already the Creighton libraries have 
access to 600 journals in electronic format. The 
optimists view this transition as a positive phenomenon 
whereby libraries of the future can discard their journal 
subscriptions and access articles from a remote site, 
paying for each article as needed. The pessimists 
express the fear that the same price-goudging publishers 
are producing the electronic journals. How much are we 
willing to pay per article, sight unseen? One librarian 
recently suggested that scholars withhold copyright 
permission for electronic versions of their work until we 
know more about the future. The questions involved in 
electronic dissemination are numerous and complex, 
from refereeing to pricing. One thing is certain, librarians 
and scholars must begin working together on these 
issues since they affect us all. - Chris LeBeau 



Debate Heats Up on Government Information Access 
Public access to government 
information has become the topic of 

~m heated debate in the past decade. The 
U.S. government is regarded as the 
most prolific publisher in the world, and 

federal law mandates public access to depository 
collections like that in Reinert/Aiumni Library. With 
implementation of the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980, 
the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) has seized 
control of the collection, production, use and 
dissemination of federal information gathered at taxpayer 
expense. 

Some 3,800 publications no longer are available and 
others are published less frequently. The privatization of 
government printing means both new and higher costs. 
Formerly reasonable microform and electronic sources, 
including magnetic tape and CD-ROM, now are restricted 
or prohibitively expensive. 

Some government departments have managed to 
comply with OMS's streamlining and are issuing 
reasonably priced information in electronic format. The 
Census Bureau has released the 1982 Census of 
Agriculture and Census of Retail Trade on CD-ROM as a 
test product, which the Library has, and plans to issue nine 
more CDs over the next two years. Both County Business 
Patterns and the County and City Data Book have been 
offered on CD-ROM, and the Congressional Record is in 

the works. Other agencies producing information in 
electronic format include the Bureau of Land Management 
and the U.S. Geological Survey. 

As government information is issued in electronic 
format, new demands will be made. Libraries will be 
required to supply computer equipment to access 
information. With the privatization of publishing, there is 
concern about a lack of standardization in databases and 
software. 

Libraries will be evaluating potential demand and 
deciding how to handle these formats. Will they be "user 
friendly?" Will they be specially housed and available only 
upon request, as are videotapes? Will compact discs 
become as commonplace as books and simply placed on 
open shelves? 

Some answers to these questions depend on user 
abilities. People worldwide are comfortable handling a 
book, but many find a computer intimidating. Other 
answers concern money. Shelving for books is much less 
expensive than computer equipment, and compact discs 
cannot be used simultaneously without more than one 
computer. Further answers will come from OMB. Will 
OMB decide electronic formats are outside the purview of 
Title 44, which requires public dissemination of 
information? "Stay alert! Watch the skies!" 

- Russell Warzyn 

The Global Library: Resource Sharing in the Information Age 
Libraries enjoy a rich tradition of cooperative resource 

sharing. The same principle of shared access to 
information that defines the local library flourishes on the 
national level, fueled by new technologies and the 
increasingly quixotic ideal of self-sufficiency. 

Perhaps the biggest success story in library 
cooperation is the Online Computer Library Center 
(OCLC), a nonprofit consortium of more than 10,000 
libraries in 26 nations worldwide. These libraries contribute 
bibliographic entries for their materials to the OCLC 
database, which boasts more than 22 million records. As 
an OCLC member, the Library can identify new books in 
OCLC, modify these records for campus use, and order 
magnetic tapes to create the PALS online catalog. 

OCLC also supports an electronic mail subsystem for 
interlibary loan (ILL), a basic form of resource sharing in 
which materials are mailed, faxed, or otherwise delivered 
between cooperating institutions. The Library operates an 
active ILL service, as both a lender and a borrower. 

Cooperative collection management is another way 
that libraries share resources. To control costs, various 
local, regional and national library consortia maintain 
collections that complement, rather than duplicate one 
another, relying on ILL to acquire material as needed. For 
example, UN-L is presently discussing cooperative 
collection management with other Big Eight schools, as a 

hedge against soaring subscription costs. Creighton, too, 
is exploring a similar venture with other private, academic 
libraries in Nebraska. 

Resource sharing is not without its detractors. Debate 
rages over local versus group benefits, free versus 
fee-based cooperation, public versus private sector 
funding, and copyright versus "fair use." Large libraries 
that contribute heavily to OCLC, notably the Library of 
Congress, cry foul at the burden they carry. Libraries that 
lend heavily impose stiff fees to control their workload. 
Libraries considering cooperative collections weigh the 
economic advantage against the loss of local access, the 
increase in ILL, and the eventual erosion of their collection. 

But nonetheless, the tradition continues. OCLC plans 
new pricing to reward libraries that contribute to the 
database and lend their resources. Libraries in geographic 
proximity, or with common interests such as academic 
research, have formed consortia offering free or low cost 
ILL. These include the Kansas/Nebraska and the 
Bibliographic Center for Research agreements, in which 
the Library participates. The Library Commission in 
Nebraska, as in other states, compensates net lenders to 
encourage free ILL. Resource sharing endures as both an 
economic and a democratic imperative, to enhance 
scholarly communication and to foster learning in the 
information age. - Mary Nash 



Test Your Skills 

1. You desperately need an out-of-print book that is not owned by the Creighton University Libraries (and you 
don't have the time to go running around the Library of Congress on a wild goose chase). How can you locate 
another copy in a timely and efficient manner? 

2. If you have the Library of Congress call number of a general interest book you need that is currently on loan to 
another borrower, can you go directly to the stacks of the Omaha Public Library to find it? 

3. All copies of a book you need have been checked out or are unavailable in Omaha area libraries. You are 
going to Washington, New York, and Boston soon and would like to know whether a library in those cities owns 
the book. How do you find out? 

4. During an evening of inebriation, you bet a friend that the word "sneakers" originated during Prohibition. She 
claims it originated in association with sports. What do you use to find out who is right? 

5. If you are in the Reinert/Aiumni Library, what do you use to find out if UNO, Omaha Public Library, Bellevue 
College, Metro Community College, or out-state libraries own the particular issue of a journal you need? 

6. List at least three functions of a bibliographic utility. Can you name any bibliographic utilities? 

7. In reading secondary sources on your topic, you keep running across footnote references to what seems to 
be a crucial source, but you have been unable to locate the source, published in book form in 1927. You have 
looked everywhere. You are beginning to believe it is a "ghost." Is there any one absolute authority that would 
tell you everything that was published in the U.S. in 1927 so that you could discover once and for all if this 
source really exists? 

8. You are applying for a travel grant to help cover expenses associated with your research. Your budget is limited. 
What steps can you take (here) to ensure that the locations for field research that you have chosen actually 
possess the sources that you will need to look at to successfully complete your research? 

9. A student turns in a course assignment on the debate over pornography in the contemporary women's 
movement and you run accross several erotic slang terms you've never heard of. You're shy. Where can you 
find the meaning without having to ask anyone directly? 

These questions were adapted from a quiz used in a graduate course, "Introductory Seminar in American Studies~' 
emphasizing bibliographic instruction and research strategy at the University of Maryland. -Mike Poma 

(Answers on the reverse. No cheating.) 



Making Library Assignments More Effective 

1. Anticipate common problems: 

* Avoid "gridlock" and missing materials resulting from an entire class looking for the same information or re
searching one topic. 

* Give students complete and correct information about the assignment and how to proceed. 

* Avoid asking students to locate obscure facts without first introducing the type of source that answers the ques
tion. Otherwise, your assignment challenges librarians rather than students. 

* Verify that titles listed on bibliographies and source lists are correct and that the library owns them. 

2. Teach research strategies where appropriate: 

* A research strategy is an appropriate, step-by-step method for organizing a research project, taking into ac
count the kinds of information sought and the sequence in which sources should be consulted. 

* Although frequently second nature to experienced researchers, it is often unfamiliar to students. 

3. Provide students with source lists/bibliographies: 

* Lists of this type give students a logical point of departure by listing specific information sources or types of 
sources relevant to the assignment. This is especially helpful whenever there is a specific core of sources you 
expect all students to use as they complete the assignment. 

* A number of subject bibliographies is available through the Reference Department. 

4. Make use of library services. We can: 

* Provide information regarding availability of needed sources. 

* Provide bibliographies of available reference materials relevant to a specific course. 

* Offer classroom instruction on information sources and library research methods. 

* Offer demonstrations of relevant CD-ROM or online computer databases. 

* Place materials on reserve at the Circulation desk for use by large numbers of students . 

.------------ ***Answers to Skills Test *** 
1. Online Computer Library Center (OCLC). Contains 22 million+ records with library locations worldwide. 
2. No. Public libraries typically use Dewey Decimal classification, while academic use Library of Congress. 
3. OCLC, the National Union Catalog (NUC) or various directories of special collections and repositories. 
4. Oxford English Dictionary (OED). 
5. Nebraska Union List of Serials (NEULIST). Contains journal holdings of 80 + Nebraska libraries. 
6. OCLC is a bibliographic utility. Functions include shared cataloging, bibliographic and location 

verification, interlibrary loan {ILL). 
7. Cumulative Book Index (CBI). Available in the Technical Services Department. 
8. Same as 3 above, plus print directories such as Directory of Archives & Manuscript Repositories in the 

U.S., Newspapers in Microform and Subject Collections. 
9 Try some of these: Dictionary of Slang & Unconventional English, Picturesque Expressions: a Thematic 

Dictionary, Dictionary of American & British Euphemisms. 



How Do You Order? 
Let Us Count the Ways ... 

Since academic departments have a large 
responsibility for ordering books for the Library, we were 
interested to know just how departments handle the order 
process. After surveying 18 of 23 departments, we found 
procedures vary widely. 

Coordinating the Effort 

Seven department heads coordinate the process 
themselves; the rest delegate the duty. Term of duty varies 
from one year to life. Occasionally the duty is assigned to 
the "newest" person. 

Book Budget Allocation 

The majority of departments leave their allocation 
undivided in one pool. Two departments divide their 
allocations equally among members. Two divide equally, 
but leave a small percentage for general department use. 

What Price Will You Pay? 

Over half of you are open to any price, although several 
said books must be very necessary if very expensive. Four 
thought $40-50 was high enough. One said triple digits 
was too high. (Incidentally, the average price for an 
academic book is $38). 

Are You Using Computers or PALS? 

Only five departments use a computer to organize their 
orders, but three more plan to. Most do not use PALS in 
the ordering process, due to a lack of hard wiring. The 
availability of modems would help. 

Are You Checking for Duplicates Before Ordering? 

A slim majority does not. Our Technical Services 
Department says departments are not required to do so, 
however, checking does expedite the ordering process on 
the Library's end. 

General Comments 

Generally, the process is reportedly running smoothly. 
Two problems emerged. First, some faculty do not take 
an interest in ordering. If this is the case, someone in the 
department should plan to cover those neglected subject 
areas. Secondly, since some books are interdisciplinary, 
one may hold off ordering, thinking someone else is apt 
to place the same order. We encourage you to order. You 
may order a book that also helps another department, but 
there are probably an equal number of times another 
department orders for you. A stronger library benefits us 
all. 

- Chris LeBeau, Lauralee Grabe, Jo Browning 

The Second Edition is Here 

The Oxford English Dictionary 2nd ed., by J.A. Simpson 
& E.S.C. Weiner (Oxford, 1989) 20 vols. 

REF PE 1625 087 

The OED was originally published between 1884 and 
1928 as the New English Dictionary on Historical 
Principles. In 1933 it was published with its current title in 
12 volumes with one supplement, and four more 
supplements followed between 1972 and 1986. The first 
revision of this monumental work has been published this 
year, with 5,000 new words and meanings. Many of the 
new words are American ("barf," "junk food"), though the 
emphasis is still British. The format remains the same as 
the first edition; however, the typography and spacing have 
been improved, thus making it easier to read. In the OED2, 
the International Phonetic Alphabet has been adopted for 
representation of pronunciation. Happy browsing. 

- Julia Waggoner 

Librarian's Choice 

"All good and true book lovers practice 
tne pleasing and improving 
evocation of reading 
in bed. •.:_E•&••• R<ld e~==== 

Citizen Welles 
by Frank Brady (Scribner, 1989). 

PN 1998.3 .W45 B73 1989 
Biography of the famous actor, writer and producer. 

Cultural Literacy: What Every American Needs to Know 
by E. D. Hirsch (Houghton Mifflin, 1987). 

LC 149 .H59 1987 

Frank and Maisie: A Memoir with Parents 
by Wilfred Sheed (Simon & Schuster, 1985). 

PR 6069 H396Z467 
A fascinating and facetious memoir of the Catholic 

publishers and parents, Sheed and Ward. 

A Sand County Almanac, and Sketches Here and There 
by Aida Leopold (Oxford, 1987) QH 81 L56 

''That the land is a community is the basic concept of 
ecology, but that land is to be loved and respected is an 
extension of ethics. That land yields a cultural harvest is a 
fact long known, but latterly often forgotten. " 

The Second Shift: Working Parents and the Revolution 
at Home 
by Arlie Hochschild (Viking, 1989). 

A fair, if bleak portrait of dual-career family life and sex 
roles in America, based on interviews with 50 couples. 

The Silence of the Lambs 
by Thomas Harris (St. Martin's, 1989). Browsing rack. 

A young, female FBI agent tracks down a serial killer. 



Computer Search Corner 

CD-ROM Databases 

The Reference area is changing so rapidly, it is 
surprising even to us! Computers are assuming a greater 
role in aiding patrons to access information. If you have 
been perplexed by what you are seeing, this list of compact 
disc databases should help to clarify what is available. 
There are eight databases, using five systems, on three 
computers. Although these search systems are designed 
to be "user friendly" they do vary, so users are encouraged 
to seek assistance at the Reference Desk. 

A printer is dedicated to each computer and 
downloa"ding information and data to disc is possible. 
Users must bring their own formatted discs. 

Compact Disc Databases Available 

BUSINESS PERIODICALS INDEX--BPI indexes 300 key 
business periodicals covering management, marketing, 
economics, transportation, computers, specific industries 
and business book reviews. One-touch online updatil)g of 
a search topic is possible, at no cost. It is located on the 
IBM computer. The disc drive is 3 1/2". 

DISCLOSURE--This database contains financial and 
management information on 12,000 public companies. In
formation is extracted from reports filed with the SEC. Dis
closure is found on the AT&T computer. It has a 51/4" disc 
drive. 

ERIC (Educational Resources Information Center)--ERIC 
covers 750 journals and their document collection from 
1983 to the present. ERIC is on the Epson computer with 
PsycLIT and has a 5 1/4" disc drive. 

GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE MONTHLY CATALOG-
Monthly Catalog comprises bibliographic records of items 
published by the government from July 1976 to the 
present. The 285,000 records include references to 
reports, hearings and debates from Congress and agency 
publications. This database is also on the AT & T computer 
with Disclosure. 

1982 CENSUS OF RETAIL TRADE and 1982 CENSUS OF 
AGRICULTURE--This is a test disc from the government. 
Patrons may ask for it at the Reference desk. 

PsycLIT (Psychological Abstracts)--PsycLIT covers 1,300 
journals in the field of psychology from 197 4 to the present. 
PsycLIT uses the Epson computer and has a 5 1/4" disc 
drive. 

READERS' GUIDE--RG indexes 182 popular periodicals 
covering general interest areas. The database shares the 
IBM computer with Business Periodicals Index. 

[Books In Print with Book Reviews Plus--This compact disc 
database is found in the Technical Services Department. 
It contains 700,000 books and reviews from Booklist, 
Choice, Library Journal and Publishers' Weekly.] 

- Chris LeBeau 

Reminder 
Departmental allocations are not restricted to 

book purchases only. Funds may be used to 
acquire all types of library materials, including 
videotapes, audiocassettes, slides, kits, maps and 
software. These materials, however, must be 
housed in the Library and be accessible to all 
library users. - Lauralee Grabe 
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