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Rare Book Room Treasures 
As part of the Library renovation, a new 

and larger Rare Book Room now houses items 
of special significance to Creighton, of 
high monetary value, or of unusual nature, 
regardless of cost. The majority of these 
items were gifts to the University. 

Materials range in date from 2000 BC to 
the present. The oldest item is a piece of 
Egyptian hieroglyphics, which is part of a 
bill of sale for some sheep. Our oldest 
printed book dates from 1472. We also have 
an original 1552 edit ion of On The Fixed 
Star containing the first star maps ever 
printed. 

Other notable pieces are the "Breeches" 
Bible and a Book of Hours. The "Breeches" 
Bible, also called the "Geneva" or "Queen 
Elizabeth" Bible, was printed in 1594. The 
name refers to Genesis 3:7, where Adam and 
Eve are described as wearing "breeches." 
The Book of Hours, measuring 4 l/2 by 6 
inches, was written in 1301, with a remnant 
of an even older manuscript used to fortify 
the cover. This beautiful work is decorated 
with intricate, gold illuminations. 

The room's furnishings include a framed 
page from a 16th century choir book, the 
office chair from the First National Bank 
where Edward Creighton was President, and a 
piano from the Creighton family home. The 
wall clock, which still keeps accurate 
time, is thought to be a Creight o n family 
heirloom. Framing the clock are portraits 
of Edward and Mary Lucretia Creighton. 

A conference table seating ten t o 
eighteen is available. The Rare Book Roo m 
may be reserved by faculty. Contact J o 
Browning at 2705. -Ray Me ans 

Hi-Tech Research: CD-ROM 

Veni, vidi, vinci! This classical phrase 
aptly describes our trial use of the Wilson 
CD ROM (compact disc) information system. 
As with so many other new, tempting, 
technological innovations with dear price 
tags, the Library hoped it could live 
without this machine. But when we opened 
our doors to it, like a modern Trojan 
Horse, it conquered us all overnight. Based 
on popular support, the Library has decided 
to add the Business Periodicals Index disc 
subscription to an arsenal of research 
tools. The College of Business was 
instrumental in this decision, with its 
generous commitment of funds for the 
purchase of the hardware. 

The Library staff was astounded at the 
immediate positive reaction to the new 
system. Students with typically blaise 
library attitudes were suddenly elated at 
the information retrieval speed. Typical 
comments were "cuts research time by 
hou r s," "almost priceless," " I would use 
it again and again and again ... ," "I love 
this machine" and "someone has to find a 
rich alumnus t o pay for this!" 

Faculty were no less inspired and even 
an occasi o nal Dean appeared to witness the 
little work horse. Faculty were enthusias
tic with the way students interact with the 
system. 

Librarians like the way students take a 
more active role in gathering information. 
There is less frustration; students find 
what they need more successfully and 
quickly. The staff is delighted to have 
happy custo mers. We have been conquered by 
the little horse, but the victory is sweet! 

-Chris LeBeau 



Circulation System Gears Up 

New circulation procedures described in 
the previous issue of Cornerstone will go 
into effect beginning Spring Semester 1988. 
The equipment has arrived, software is in 
place, and Circulation staff members are 
now being trained. 

The new system was selected as a result 
of the University's recent decision to 
discontinue using embossed lettering on 
student ID cards. Previous circulation 
equipment is now obsolete. In addition, 
bar coded "Access Cards" have now been 
distributed to all students, faculty, and 
staff. Any faculty or staff member who has 
not yet received an Access Card is urged to 
contact Personnel, and your name will then 
be included in the next run. 

The new procedures require that all 
borrowers present their Access Card at the 
time of check-out. This includes student 
assistants checking out material on behalf 
of faculty. The card is optically scanned 
to generate a printed label with the 
borrower's ID number, status, and due date. 
This will offer borrowers greater privacy, 
streamline the check-out process, and give 
the Library better record-keeping capabili
ties. Later in the year, the system will 
also be equipped to produce student overdue 
notices. -Mike Poma 

The Extended Library: 

Interlibrary loan (ILL) allows patrons 
of the Reinert/Alumni Library access to 17 
million bibliographic records in more than 
3, 300 1 ibrar ies through the internal ional 
OCLC network. Although most materials are 
borrowed from libraries in Nebraska, 
Kansas, Iowa, and Colorado, ILL transac
tions have been completed with Canada, 
France, Poland, the United Kingdom and the 
USSR. During the 1986-87 fiscal year, 
3,615 ILL requests were processed. This 
was a 15% increase in total ILL activity 
from the previous year. Since more patrons 
are using ILL, let us answer some questions 
you may have. 

Is there a charge for ILL? The Library 
does not charge for ILL, but we pass on any 
fees that the lending library might assess. 
There is usually no charge for books; 

Books Checked Out by Subject * 
Week of November 9, 1987 

Lang/Lit eeeeeeeee~e~ 

Theology eeeeeeeee~· 

History eeeeeeeee~ 

Bus/Econ eeeeee• 
Sociology eeeeee 
Medicine eeee• 
Pol Sci eeee 
Biology eee~ 

Fine Arts eee 
Psychology eee 
Philosophy ee~ 

Education ee~ 

Physics ee~ 

Math ee~ 

Other eeeee~ 

-----------------
5% 10% 

• Subjects based on Library of Congress 
classification numbers. 

Interlibrary Loan Service 

15% 

however, photocopies may cost up to $5.00. 
Many departments allow faculty members to 
charge the cost of ILL to a special account 
within that department. 

How much time should be allowed for 
receipt of an ILL? Usually a borrowed item 
arrives within 7-10 working days. Many 
factors may cause a delay, however, such as 
availability of materials, workload of the 
lending library, and mail service. If a 
patron wishes faster mail delivery, we can 
request that the material be sent first 
class, rather than the slower book rate. 

Interlibrary loan is a valuable tool for 
research purposes. Any further quest ions 
can be answered by contacting Ellen Van 
Waart, Reference/Interlibrary Loan Assis
tant, at 2219. -Ellen Van Waart 



New Library Accessions List 
Due to the results of a November survey, 

the format for the "Reinert/Alumni Library 
Monthly Accessions List" will be revised 
beginning January, 1988. Survey responses 
indicate that faculty often utilize titles 
acquired by other academic departments. 
The interdisciplinary nature of many 
subjects illustrates the need for an 
accessions list that covers all subjects in 
various formats. To meet this need, an 
expanded, comprehensive accessions list 
will be distributed to Department Chairs on 
a monthly basis. 

The accessions list is intended to 
inform the faculty of new materials added 
to the Library's collection. It is useful 
for collection development, academic 
research, record-keeping, and other 
purposes. Materials will not be 1 is ted by 
academic department. The new format is 
arranged in call number order according to 
the Library of Congress classification 
system. An outline of this scheme will 
accompany each list. New titles will 
include general collection materials, 
reference books, government publications, 
juvenile books, rare books, maps, audiovis
uals and microforms. 

Department Chairs are urged to share the 
lists with their colleagues. A copy will 
also be available on the main floor of the 
Library near the "New Books" shelf. 
Questions concerning the new accessions 
list should be directed to Lauralee Grabe, 
Head of Technical Services, at 2216. 

-Lauralee Grabe 

Library Photocopy Policy 
The Library supports faculty research by 

providing free photocopies of materials we 
own. Research is defined as preparation of 
a book or article for publication, prepara
tion for a speech or presentation, or 
involvement in a seminar or workshop. 

In compliance with the American Library 
Association's position statement on the 
Copyright Law, we will copy one article per 
issue of a periodical, and one chapter of a 
book. Please allow a minimum of three days 
turnaround. Copy requests may be forwarded 
to Jo Browning in the Library. 

-Jo Browning 

For the "Testy" at Heart 
Faculty with an interest in tests may be 

pleased to discover that the nationally 
known Buras Institute of Mental Measure
ments is practically next door (by Nebraska 
standards). The University of Nebraska in 
Lincoln houses the Buras Institute, a 
resource test center. The collection holds 
one copy of each test listed in the Eighth 
and Ninth Editions of the Mental Measure
ments Yearbook and Test in Print III. The 
series is designed to assist test users 
select appropriate tests in the areas of 
education, psychology and industry. The 
Institute does not lend; it is strictly a 
reference library. Located at 135 Bancroft 
Hall, the hours are l-5 PM, Monday through 
Thursday. The phone number is l-472-6203. 

-Chris LeBeau 

Take It for Granted 

Researchers seeking grant support may 
find the following publications from the 
Library's Reference collection useful: 

Annual Register of Grant Support: A 
Directory of Funding Sources 

REF AS 911 A2A67 1985-86 

Casebook of Grant Proposals in the 
Humanities REF AZ 188 U5C37 1982 

Directory of Grants in the Humanities 
REF AZ 188 U5057 1986 

Directory of Nebraska Foundations 
REF AS 911 A2H6 1983 

Foundation Directory REF AS 911 A2F65 1983 

Grant Proposals that Succeeded 
REF HG 177 G69 1983 

Grants in the Humanities 
REF AZ 507 C58 1984 

Grants Register REF LB 2338 G7 1987-89 

Individual's Guicle to Grants 
REF AZ 188 U5MJ7 1983 



Computer Search Corner 

Computer literature searching can be a 
powerful research tool and time saver. The 
following account demonstrates how one 
faculty member used the search service to 
her full advantage. The researcher came to 
the office with a project on "child abuse." 
She wanted to put the computer to work for 
her in order to free herself up to do other 
things. The following is the computer 
assisted research strategy. 

First, the search was run in ERIC, the 
education database, to gather a current 
bibliography on child abuse from an 
educational perspective. Next, we accessed 
the Family Resources Database for 
psychosocial literature. This database 
provides references to organizations and 
services to aid families with problems. In 
addition it is a bibliographic compilation 
of newsletters, media sources, governmental 
publications, instructional materials, 
books and journal articles. 

Two grants databases were then accessed 
in search of organizations and foundations 
providing funding in support of child abuse 
programs. Foundations Grants Index covers 

400 major American foundations and Grants 
lists 5,500 grants from federal, state, 
local governments, commercial organiza 
tions and private foundations. 

Lastly, two databases were chosen from 
the Nebraska Online Database Service--the 
Nebraska Statutes and the Nebraska 
Publications Checklist. The Statutes were 
checked for laws regarding child abuse in 
the state of Nebraska and the Publications 
Checklist database was consulted for state 
departmental and agency publications, in 
the hopes of uncovering state programs and 
disseminations dealing with child abuse. 

Total time spent by the faculty member 
was twenty-five minutes, the time it took 
to discuss her topic. She knows that 
gathering this much information on her own, 
manually, would have taken hours. The 
patron will need to explore other avenues 
as well, on her own, but she has a great 
head start. -Chris LeBeau 

Order Deadline 
To allow the Library time to order, 

process and pay accounts by the end 
of the fiscal year, departmental book 
orders must be received by May 2, 
1988. Items requested after this date 
will be charged to the department's 
1988-89 allocation. Department Chairs 
with questions about their orders may 
reach Lauralee Grabe, Head of Tech
nical Services, at 2216. -Ray Means 
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"Research is to see what 

everybody else has seen, and 

to think what nobody else 

has thought." 

-Albert Szent-Gyorgyi 
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