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PALS Online Catalog Available on the World Wide Web 

W
eb crawlers, take note: The PALS on
line catalog is now searchable over the 
World Wide Web, using Netscape or 

any other browser. The new Web version, dubbed 
"Web2PALS," presents the same extensive listing 
of more than 330,000 books, journals and other 
items held by the three campus libraries. But the 
database can now be accessed with "point and 
click" ease, thanks to the time and talent of the 
Creighton Computer Center's own Webmaster, Joe 
Ducharme. 

The original PALS catalog, introduced to the 
Reinert/ Alumni Memorial Library in January 
1991, offered enormous flexibility and convenience 
over the traditional card catalog. PALS allowed 
users to search by keyword, to use terms in 
Boolean combination, and to limit a group of rec
ords by year or by format. Perhaps most impor
tantly, PALS made the library's catalog available 
to users from outside the library. 

But for all its considerable power, the original 
command-driven version of PALS often challenged 
the uninitiated. Users had to learn and remember 
the functions and accompanying commands avail
able to them at any given point in their PALS ses
sion, with very few prompts from the system. 

Web2PALS changes all that with a graphical, 
user-friendly interface. The familiar and prevailing 
search conventions that hold in the Web environ
ment--search forms, point and click, pop-up 
menus, forward and backward screen movement--

are all brought to bear in using PALS. Connec
tivity, printing and downloading also parallel the 
Web. With further development, the new Web 
version of PALS promises to improve access to the 
libraries' collections in quantum measure. 

The traditional telnet version of PALS will 
continue to be available for those who prefer it. 
The old version, essentially a command-driven 
system, still offers several useful features not yet 
available in Web2PALS. These include the 
"browse" feature, the ability to limit search results 
by language, year, and format, and the ability to 
save and combine search sets using Boolean opera
tors AND, OR, and NOT. 

To open Web2PALS, users may follow the 
link from the library home page, or point their 
browser directly to the following Web address: 
http://www .creighton.edu/PALS/ MARY NASH 
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Goodbye Card Catalog ... 
Major Retrocon Project Completed 

Even occasio~allibrary .users will notic~ something is missing 
from the mam level th1s semester. W1th retrospective con
version complete, the library has removed the old card cata

log and ushered in a new electronic era in which all primary collec
tions are accessible via the PALS online catalog. 

Utilizing the services of the TALX Corporation of St. Louis, 
76,690 titles that were added to the library prior to 1978 were 
loaded into the electronic catalog. Combined with 34,000 in-house 
converted titles, plus ongoing post-1978 cataloging, there are cur
rently more than 330,000 titles in PALS. 

Three collections remain to be completely updated. Pre-1978 
theses, rare books, and government publications are being converted 
on an ongoing basis. Until these projects are finished, however, a 
small card catalog is available in the Reference area for locating 
these materials. LAURALEE GRABE 

Railroad Buffs Take Note: 
Camerail Club Donates Books 

R
ailroad enthusiasts have new resources to survey, thanks to a 
recent donation from the Camerail Club. Dave Seidel, club 
President, and Dr. Henry Nipper of Creighton's Pathology 

Department, presented the library with approximately fifty books 
and numerous newsletters pertaining to railroad history, excursions, 
and photography. 

This gift is a welcome addition that illustrates the diverse inter
ests of our students, faculty, and staff. Some books are restricted to 
the Rare Book Room, but most will be shelved in the open stacks. 
To locate the club's materials, users may perform a term, or key
word search of the PALS online catalog for the following phrase: 
CAMERAIL CLUB COLLECTION. 

For those interested, membership in the Camerail Club is open 
to anyone with a penchant for railroads. There are currently 700 
members worldwide. The club produces its own newsletter, The 
Mixed Train, and meets locally each month in the Union Pacific 
Room. For additional information, please contact Dr. Henry Nipper 
at xl895. LAURALEE GRABE 
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Fall 1996 

Library Classes Offered 

Fall classes are underway, 
as well as many assign

ments that require extensive 
library use. Changes over the 
summer have been numerous, 
including new databases, new 
search systems, the new 
Web2PALS, and a redesigned 
library home page with links 
to many useful resources. A 
50-minute library class tai
lored to your course can in
troduce students to electronic 
and print materials with a 
depth and clarity that may not 
be possible otherwise, due to 
time constraints. If inter
ested, contact Mike Poma at 
x2298. MIKE POMA 
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Now, Free Access to FIRSTSEARCH 

The library has expanded its electronic resources for the fall 
semester with free access to a base package of FirstSearch 
databases. Many users of the FirstSearch system are already 

familiar with the 60 databases available, and the rate structure. 
Faculty, staff and students may now search nine of these databases 
at no charge: 

World Cat 

ArticleFirst 
ContentsFirst 

ERIC 

Monthly Catalog 
CINAHL 

Medline 
ProceedingsFirst 

PapersFirst 

30 million records from the Library of 
Congress and major research libraries 
12,500 journals indexed 
Tables of contents for journals in ArticleFirst 
Education Resources Information 
Clearinghouse 
United States government publications 
Current Index to Nursing and Allied Health 
Literature 
National Library of Medicine 
Index to proceedings 
Index to papers from proceedings 

Although ArticleFirst covers a broad range of disciplines in the 
sciences and humanities, the library has arranged to subsidize free 
access for four additional databases, adding needed support for 
certain academic areas . The additional databases are: 

BasicBiosis 
Diss 

Inspec 
SocioAbs 

Core subset of Biological Abstracts, 1988-
Dissertation Abstracts, 1861-
Physics, computing, information technology 
Core subset of Sociological Abstracts, 1963-

CHRIS LEBEAU 

Fall 1996 

AIDS, Music and 
Newspapers Added 
to FirstSearch 

F irstSearch has added three 
more valuable databases. 

AIDS and Cancer Research 
abstracts the most recent six 
years of research in those 
fields. RILM (Repetoire In
ternational de Litterature Mu
sicale), a respected interna
tional music literature data
base, also debuted this sum
mer on FirstSearch. 

The newly added Data
Times database currently ab
stracts 70 national and re
gional newspapers, including 
the Omaha World-Herald, in 
addition to several financial 
publications and international 
newspapers. Full text will 
soon be offered, as well. 
These databases are free to 
faculty, although a search 
card, available upon request 
from the reference desk, will 
be needed to access them. 

CHRIS LEBEAU 

New CD-ROM Databases Offered 

Several new CD-ROM databases have been 
added to the library's lineup this fall. Both 
the Catholic Periodical and Literature In

dex (1994-present) and Old Testament Abstracts 
(1992-present) are now mounted on computer 
station one, adjacent to the reference desk. The 
printed index volumes are still on hand for earlier 
years . Those familiar with the Religion Data
base will feel at home searching these new offer
ings, since all are produced by the American 
Theological Library Association. 

The Dictionary of Classical Bibliography, or 
L 'Annee Philologique (1976-1987), is also avail
able on computer one, covering research on 
Greek and Roman antiquity. The printed biblio
graphy remains available for years not covered. 

Other new databases include Current Bio
graphy and Politics in America, for biographical 
profiles, and World Data 1995 for economic 
time series data and other economic information 
in both tabular and narrative form. MARY NASH 
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Librarian David Sherwood Granted USWEST Fellowship 

The USWEST Fellowship 

at Creighton University is 

an endowed program 

designed to improve the 

quality of classroom 

instruction through the use 

of technology. A handful 

of faculty is chosen 

annually to participate in 

intensive training and to 

explore a variety of 

interactive computing and 

communications 

technologies. 

David Sherwood, 

reference librarian at the 

Reinert/Alumni Memorial 

Library, was among the 

USWEST Fellows to 

graduate this summer. 

David is co-coordinator of 

the Internet 1 OJ workshop 

series, and the administra-

tor of the library's new 

Web server. In the inter-

view that follows, he com

ments on how he spent his 

summer "vacation. " 

MARY NASH 
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Q: David, describe the USWEST Fellowship experience for us. 
A: It was very intense, exciting--even overwhelming--because of the 
amazing rate of technological change. I felt as if I were back in grad 
school! We were introduced to so many new techniques in three short 
months. I'm still sorting out the implications. 

Q: What were some of the technologies that were introduced? 
A: I'll just categorize them briefly since there were so many. We ex
plored various operating systems, presentation hardware, dial-up connec
tivity and file sharing across the network, and conferencing software. But 
we spent most of our time on Web-related techniques, including scanning, 
graphics programs, animations, and audio and video. 

Q: What surprised you about the fellowship experience? 
A: I was already an advocate of new technologies, so I thought I'd be a 
little ahead of the game. But I felt a little like Sargeant Schultz on the old 
Hogan's Heroes TV show: "I know nuh-think! Nuh-think!" 

Q: How has the fellowship changed the way you do your job? 
A: Thanks to the fellowship, the library was able to buy its own 
server. Instead of just writing and mounting the library's Web pages on 
the university server, I now administer the server itself. That gives me 
more power to customize for our needs. I'm experimenting with Com
mon Gateway Interface scripts for forms processing, and JAVA to make 
our pages more interactive. These things take time, but I think the effort 
will pay off in better services for our students. 

Q: Have there been other changes resulting from the fellowship? 
A: Well, I've experienced a shift in my thinking. For instance, I used 
to think of Web pages as a new way to deliver our printed information. 
Now fthink of print as a means to get students to our Web pages, where 
the real content lies. And little changes make a difference, like running 
PowerPoint demos from the server, instead of the logistical hassle of 
loading a presentation on the computer in the classroom. 

Q: Is there anything you'd like to add for our readers? 
A: Yes. I'm grateful for the chance to learn from Wayne Young, who 
directs the center. He's an enthusiastic and inspiring teacher. I also en
joyed working with a talented group from every corner of campus. We 
all owe a big debt to USWEST and to Vice-President Benschoter for 
making the fellowship program possible. Behind the enthusiasm about 
this "cool" software or that "hot" hardware, the fellowship is really about 
how technology can enhance the student's educational experience. 
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F acuity Services, Reinert/ Alumni Memorial Library 
ACQUISITIONS 

Library material is ordered through the Techni
cal Services Department. Please supply all 
available bibliographic information and the de
partment head's signature on all order forms. 
You will be notified when material is received 
and processed, or if the order cannot be filled. 
Contact Betty Ann Evans, x2220 or bevans@cu. 

CHECK-OUT 

Check-out periods vary with the type of material 
(periodicals, media or books). A faculty ID 
card will be requested at the circulation desk. 
Student assistants retrieving items for faculty 
must present the faculty's ID card. Contact 
Gerry Chase, x2218 or gchase@cu. 

COMPUTER SEARCH SERVICE 

More than 400 computer databases are available, 
via Knight-Ridder (Dialog), DataTimes and 
FirstSearch, to identify research resources. 
Contact Chris LeBeau, x1757 or clbeau@cu. 

FAX TRANSMISSION 

The library's fax machine is available for faculty 
use (280-2435). Long-distance charges are 
passed along to each department or individual; 
local calls are free. To insure delivery, all 
transmissions must include the name, address 
and number of both the sender and receiver. 
Contact Jo Browning, x2706 or joa@cu. 

INTERLIBRARY LOAN 

Books and articles not available on campus can 
be obtained through the Reference Department, 
usually within ten working days. ILL is provid
ed at no charge to faculty, including rush deliv
ery as needed (48 hours). Request forms are 
available in paper or via the Web. Contact Lynn 
Schneiderman, x2219 or lynns@cu. 

LIBRARY INSTRUCTION 

Both general orientations and course-specific 
presentations are available upon request, with 
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accompanying handouts. Demonstrations of the 
PALS online catalog, library databases, and the 
Internet are also offered. Contact Mike Poma, 
x2298 or mapoma@cu. 

MEDIA 

Audio and video tapes, CDs, laser videodiscs, 
software, kits, records, filmstrips, slides and 
calculators may be checked out at the media 
desk. Equipment, including a laser videodisc 
player, is available in house. Media may be 
purchased with the department's library materi
als allocation, or rented. Rental is handled by 
the library and billed to the department. Con
tact Gayle Crawford, x2627 or gaylec@cu. 

PHOTOCOPY SERVICE 

The library supports faculty research by provid
ing free photocopies (within copyright law) of 
materials in our collection. Request forms are 
available in paper or via the Web. Contact Jo 
Browning, x2706 or joa@cu. 

RESERVES 

Any item, including a personal copy (within 
copyright law) can be placed on reserve for 
check-out periods of two hours, two hours/ 
overnight, three days or one week, with a re
quest form available from the circulation desk. 
Allow four working days for processing. Con
tact Gerry Chase, x2218 or gchase@cu. 

SERIALS REVIEW 

A journal subscription list by department is 
distributed for faculty review every spring. 
Standing order lists are distributed every fall. 
Contact LaVina Swanek, x2228 or swanek@cu. 

TABLES OF CONTENTS 

The Serials Department provides faculty with 
photocopied tables of contents from any ten 
journals upon request. Copies are made and 
sent to your office as the journals arrive. Con
tact LaVina Swanek, x2228 or swanek@cu. 
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Library's Home Page Offers New Features 

0 ver the summer, we completely red~signed 
the library home page, and moved 1t to a 
new server. The new frame-based organiza

tional scheme features two columns: a narrow col
umn on the left lists essential tools a user might need 
from the library, including links to the new 
Web2PALS catalog interface, the Britannica Online 
encyclopedia, FirstSearch open access databases, and 
a shortcut to interlibrary loan and other Web forms. 

Additional new features include a Javascript ban
ner that welcomes users to the library's Web site, a 
fast keyword search tool for searching the full text of 
documents loaded on the site, a redesigned "Librar-

ian's Pick of the Net" with brief annotations, and a 
new "Library Users' Pick of the Net" to which cli
ents can contribute by submitting a form. New 
graphical features include an animated slide show 
which offers views of the library building, and new 
headings and footers on each page. New multi
media features include several QuickTirne videos: 
the Director's welcome, and introductions to the 
Access Services, Reference, and Serials Depart
ments. Anyone who has not visited the site re
cently is invited to return to take a look at our new 
offerings. The library's new Web address is: 
http: I /reinert.creighton.edu/ 

Government Publications Web Page Debuts 

For those seeking the text of a bill or law, up-to-date news 
on Social Security or Medicare, campaign contribution 
amounts, Census data, current economic statistics, or a 

zip code directory, visit the library's government publications 
web page at: http://www .creighton.edu/- dhammellgov .html 

The page's most important feature is its annotated subject 
guide to government information. Click on the "Subject Guide" 
link to see a list of thirty subject categories, including business, 
Census, Congress, in the news, education, elections, environ
ment, foreign affairs, health and medicine, computers and com
munication, labor and employment, law and regulation, Ne
braska, science, social science, and transportation, among oth
ers. Sites are listed alphabetically by name or by topic within 
each category. If the above categories do not suffice, choose the 
link "Other Indexes" at the bottom of the subject list to browse 
other subject- and agency-oriented collections. 

The Web page also includes information about the govern
ment resources in the library, including the collection develop
ment policy, a list of useful reference books, a monthly listing of 
new and interesting documents received, and user guides. The 
Reinert/ Alumni Memorial Library, a selective depository, re
ceives 21 percent of federal government publications, in addition 
to accessing the wide range of government information via the 
Web. DAWNHAMMEL 

DAVID SHERWOOD 

Election '96 on the 
Internet 

Awide range of current elec
tion information is available 

on the Web for those wishing to 
cast an informed vote. The link 
to "Elections and Political Activ
ism" from the government publi
cations Web page connects to an 
annotated list of partisan and non
partisan sites covering state and 
national elections. The URL is: 
http://www .creighton.edu/ 
- dhammellelection.html 

The sites include news, candi
date profiles, party platforms, 
views on hot issues, poll results, 
campaign calendars, speeches, 
press releases, campaign contri
bution data, Congressional e-mail 
addresses, and voter registration 
information. Most sites present 
factual information, but a few 
adopt a more humorous or parti-
san approach. DAWN HAMMEL 
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Reinert/ Alumni Memorial Library Internet 1 01 Schedule 

The Reinert/ Alumni Mem,9rial Library continues its Internet 101 workshop series this fall with the 
sessions listed below. Internet 101 is targeted to novice users, and is open to all students, faculty and 

staff. Sessions are held in the library classroom from 3 to 4 o'clock, and no registration is required except 
where noted. For further information, please contact David Sherwood, x2227 or davids@cu. 

World Wide Web Basics Aug. 28 
Lynx, Netscape Navigator, and MS Internet 
Explorer browsers compared. 

World Wide Web Advanced Sept. 4 
Search engines and plugins demonstrated. 

PALS Catalog, Web2PALS Sept. 11 or 12 
Telnet and Web versions of the PALS 
online catalog presented. Sessions repeat 

Election '96 on the Web Sept. 19 
News, party platforms, speeches, candidate 
profiles, polls, voter registration and more. 

FirstSearch Sept. 25 
Easy Telnet or Web approach to many 
research databases in a variety of 
disciplines. 

Electronic Discussion Groups Oct. 2 
Identify and subscribe to listservs and user 
groups in your area(s) of interest. 
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Government Resources on the Web Oct. 9 
Highlights the new government publications 
page as a starting point to locate resources. 

File Transfer Protocol (FTP) 
FTP for DOS users 
WinFTP for Windows 
Fetch for Macintosh 

Internet PM Crash Course 

Oct 23, 3-3:30 PM 

Oct. 23, 3:30-4 PM 

Oct 23, 4-4:30 PM 

Oct. 23, 7-9 PM 

Intensive, evening session for busy people. 

World Wide Web Basics 
Repeat of earlier session. 

World Wide Web Advanced 
Repeat of earlier session. 

HTML Basics 

Oct. 29 

Oct. 30 

Nov. 6 or 7 
Introduction to creating a horne page. 
Sessions repeat; registration required. 

Internet One-on-One By appointment 


