
"'~ .:c.~---~---~· · · ... ,...;.; 
.. _ ~lt.:. ~;-

.,.~~, . ... ·~ ::;::: ~~i:='i· ,. ·~ --~·, , . " -:):. -..;,.. ... 
-~~ .'?!;· - ... .....--.~ -.; 7 J 

eornerstone 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Number 17 Reinert/ Alumni Library Spring, 1989 

Growth Challenges Library 

As we, on the Library staff, look at the second half of the 
1988-89 year and towards the 1989-90 school year we see 
three major concerns. These are 1) the rising cost of library 
materials, books and periodicals, 2) applications of new 
technology and 3) adequate professional staff to support an 
ever increasing list of library activities. These concerns have 
both negative and positive aspects. Prices are, by and large, 
a negative factor while new technology and the need for ad
ditional staff are positive forces proving the Library is willing 
to face new challenges, and provide and develop new ser
vices for users. 

The concern over dollars for library materials is not only 
a current concern but one with future repercussions, since 
materials acquired today determine the value of the Library 
both now and in the future. In 1984-85, $197,000 purchased 
10,500 books for the collection. In 1987-88, $215,000 pur
chased 7,250 items. The figures express the message clear
ly. 

The Library is growing not only in added material but in 
services offered. Computer search and instruction have in
creased from 284 searches in 1985 to 744 in the '87-'88 
school year. A Library freshman orientation is now required; 
English 105, Library Research Skills, has been added as a 
one credit course; classroom lectures are given on request; 
a Library handbook and newsletter are produced; and inter
library loan has risen 47% in the last year. In 1987-88, 1,613 
students were given some type of classroom instruction by 
a member of the professional staff. 

We know the· concerns of the Library staff are shared 
with the entire campus; scholarship and research are basic 
to Creighton. The staff is also aware of the help and under
standing it has received from the campus community in the 
past and looks toward our future concerns with confidence 
that the University's assistance will be maintained. 

-Ray Means 

Card Catalog Computerized 

Brace yourself! The Library landscape is changing this 
month. The computer catalog, PALS (Public Access Library 
System), has arrived. 

Library users now will be able to check for books using 
one of the five public use terminals. Four terminals are 
centrally situated to the left of the entrance, near the 
reference area index tables. Another is on the lower level. 

By the end of January, 101 ,571 records (one-third of the 
collection) should be loaded into the campus mainframe. 
These records represent books added to the Reinert collec
tion since 1978. (The publication dates of these books may 
be older or newer than 1978.) Patrons will need to check 
both the online catalog and card catalog in many cases. 
Latest additions will be added every two weeks. Older books 
are expected to be added in the future. Journal holdings are 
not included at this time. 

The online catalog affords access to the collection in a 
variety of ways. Not only can patrons search by author, title 
and subject, but they can now search by keyword. Searches 
also may be restricted by date. 

Users who have modems or who are hard-wired to the 
campus mainframe may access the online computer 
catalog, PALS, from their offices. 

The loading of the records into the campus mainframe 
is stage one of the online catalog. The next stages will in
volve entering records for older books, barcoding the books 
and installing a online circulation system. 

- Chris Le Beau 

A user guide sheet is provided inside this newsletter. 



China's Libraries 

Chris LeBeau is a reference librarian at the 
Reinert/Aiumni Library. Last summer she visited China with 
a pioneering group from Creighton that was interested in 
challenging Rudyard Kipling's assertion that "East is East, 
and West is West, and never the twain shall meet." 

Journeying to China last summer, I was afforded the op
portunity to visit the Northwest University Library in Xian, as 
well as several libraries in Beijing. As one with an interest in 
informational resources and access, I can share a few ob
servations. 

China's libraries vary greatly, as do ours, from a well 
funded and heavily computerized new National Library, to 
poorly funded research libraries that rely on the American 
Embassy for donated materials. At the American Studies 
Library· in the National Academy of Social Sciences, 
reference work looks extremely challenging with Reader's 
Guide as the only index. Major American newspaper sub
scriptions have been cancelled for lack of funds. The un
dependable phone service highlights our reliance on the 
telephone to conduct our business. The lack of phone direc
tories makes instant communication almost impossible. 

As a key provincial university, Northwest appears to be 
the recipient of an infusion of funds. A large new library is 
rising on campus to house their one million volumes, which 
are now dispersed through the academic departments for 
lack of space. The staff is deciding how to spend $54,000 
on computers. Of great concern is the preservation of ar
chival books and scrolls dating as far back as the tenth cen
tury. Subject headings for the card catalog are to be an 
enhancement of the future. Northwest exercises strong con
trol over borrowing privileges; faculty may have only 20 
books for one year, students only four books for three 
months. 

China's libraries strive to make up time lost to the Cul
tural Revolution. They are interested in adopting the 
Western approach in their libraries. In our country librarians 
have been swept up by an information explosion that has 
evolved at an uninterrupted pace. Combining the lag time 
caused by the cultural upheaval with the advancement of 
world research and technology, the Chinese librarians could 
be on the eve of an information explosion in the shape of a 
tidal wave, making ours resemble a summer storm. 

- Chris LeBeau 

Resources for Research 

Although the temperature is 30 degrees outside, it is 
never too early to start planning for summer research ac
tivities. The list below is a smattering of sources which may 
be useful to faculty who plan to publish, travel to collections 
or guide their students to enrichment opportunities. 

College Catalog Collection 
Catalogs from 950 American colleges and universities 

are reproduced here on microfiche.Ready Reference 

Chicago Guide to Preparing Electronic Manuscripts for 
Authors and Publishers 

Gives instructions to authors and publishers using 
electronic manuscripts for typesetting. "Authors using com
puters can follow this guide even if they are not certain who 
will eventually publish the resulting book." 

REF Z 286 E43U54 1987 

Directory of Internships, Work Experience Programs and 
On-the-Job Training Opportunities 

Lists internships and training opportunities available 
from both public and private sector organizations in a wide 
range of occupational areas. 

REF HF 5549.5 T7D55 1986 

Directory of Publishing Opportunities in Business and 
Economics 

Provides manuscript guidelines and editorial policy for 
over 400 journals in business and economics. 

REF H 91 C23 1988 

Directory of Publishing Opportunities in Journals and 
Periodicals 

Information on manuscript requirements is provided for 
3,900 specialized and professional journals. 

REF Z 749 0571981 

Mobil Travel Guides 
Hotels, motels, restaurants and visitor attractions are 

described for the 48 contiguous states and selected cities in 
ten Canadian provinces. REF G 153 M63 1987 (7 vols.) 

Study Abroad/Etudes a I'Etranger/Estudios en el Extranjero 
A UNESCO publication describing post-secondary 

study programs offered by organizations, governments, 
foundations and universities in 124 countries. 

REF LB 2338 S86 1987-88 

Subject Collections 
Guide to special book col!ections and subject emphases 

reported by university, college, public and special libraries 
and museums in the U.S. and Canada. 

REF Z 731 A78 1985 (2 vols.) 

U.S. and Worldwide Travel Accomodations Guide 
Lists lodging and meal facilities at approximately 650 

university campuses in the U.S., Canada and overseas avail
able "for only $6 to $18 a day." REF TX 907 U724 1988 

-Mary Nash 
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PALS (Public Access Library System) is a computerized catalog of books and AV materials added to 

the Reinert/ Alumni Library since 1978. The Health Sciences Library catalog can also be searched 
by typing HSL after the search command. 

1. If the screen is blank, press the XMIT key. 

2. Look for a prompt symbol ( ... ). If none appears, 
press the TAB SET key. 

3. Type BE for begin, then press the XMIT key. 

4. Problems? See TROUBLESHOOTING (reverse) or 
ask for help at the Reference desk. 

...---------Note: 
The XMIT (transmit) key is used after each command. 
"Retwn" and "new line" apply only to dial-up users. 

TE To find TErm(s) anywhere in the record. 
TE is the broadest method of searching. 
.,TE POETRY 
1113 RECORDS MATCHED THE SEARCH 

S T To find Subject Term(s) as part of the subject 
heading(s). ST gives results narrower than TE . 

.,ST POETRY 
859 RECORDS MATCHED THE SEARCH 

S U To find specific SUbject headings, exactly as 
they appear. (BROWSING is recommended; see 
reverse). Note that PALS ignores punctuation . 
.,SU CHILDREN OF DIVORCED PARENTS 

How do I t11111cate terms? 

The poWld sign (#) can be used with any command to 
t11111cate terms and thus broaden search results: 

~ST MANAGE1/: 

.,SU CHILE 1/: 
"Manager(s)," "managerial." 

"Chile" and all subheadings. 

How do I combine terms? 

Boolean operators AND, OR and NOT can be used 
with TE, ST. IT and AT to combine terms. If not 
specified, PALS assumes you mean AND. Combi
nations are carried out in order from left to right: 

~il or human - and rights ::::> 
.,TE CIVIL OR HUMAN AND RIGHTS 

TI To find a specific item using the first four 
words of the Title. Ignore "a," "an" and "the" as 
the first word of the title. 

.,TI AROUND THE WORLD IN 

TT To find individual Title Term(s), in any order. 
TI helps when you don't know the exact title 
or when a title is longer than four words. 

~TT PORTRAIT ARTIST YOUNG MAN 

AU To find a specific AUthor. last name first. 
Note that PALS ignores punctuation . 
.,AU KENNEDY JOHN F 

AT To find individual Author Term(s), in any 
order. AT helps when you are looking for a 
corporation or association. 
.,AT AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 

CO To find a specific item by COmbining the 
author's name and the first word of the title. 

~CO JOYCE PORTRAIT 

D I To Display search results, using the record 
number(s). 
~DI 1 Record 1 in medium format . 
~DI 1-4 S Records 1-4, short format. 
~DI 1 3 L Records 1 & 3, long format. 

Note: 
PALS requires a space after the DI command. See 
TROUBLESHOOTING if an error message occurs. 

NS Next Screen. NR Next Record. 

PS Previous Screen. PR Previous Record . 

. RE REcall display . 
1/20/89 



BR To BRowse the online catalog. Used in 
conjunction with a search command. 

.,BR AU SARTRE J11 AUthors 

.,BR TI BARRONS HOW TO Titles 

.,BR SU UNITED STATES HIST11 SUbject hdgs . 

.-BR CA HQ777. 5 CAll nos. 

GT To limit search results to items with publi
cation dates Greater Than a particular year . 
.,SU CAPITAL PUNISHMENT # 
17 RECORDS MATCHED THE SEARCH 

.,GT 1986 
2 RECORDS MATCHED THE SEARCH 

L T To limit search results to items with publi
cation dates Less Than a particular year. 

EQ To limit search results to items with a pub
lication date EQual to a particular year. 

..----------Note: 
Limiting command can only be used to reduce 
term(s) that already exist. 

If problem is . . . 
l. TRANSACTION CODE INVALID .. . 

2. You've made a typing error .. . 

3. ENTER USERID /PASSWORD ClEARANCE LEVEL . . . 

4. SESSION ENDED--GOODBYE 
Depress (NEW LINE) or (RE1URN) to begin . .. 

5. Screen is blank except for cursor ... 

6. Screen is blank except for cursor, keyboard locked ... 

LA To limit search results by lAnguage. Used in 
conjunction with a search command . 
.,AU SARTRE JEAN PAUL 
20 RECORDS MATCHED THE SEARCH 

..LA FRENCH 
3 RECORDS MATCHED THE SEARCH 

..-----What languages can I use? ------, 

English 
French 

German 
Greek 

Italian 
Latin 

Russian 
Spanish 

FO To limit search results by FOrmat. Used in 
conjunction with a search command . 
.. TE INTERVIEW¥! 
266 RECORDS MATCHED THE SEARCH 

.. FO AV 
40 RECORDS MATCHED THE SEARCH 

..------- What formats can I use? 
AV Audiovisual DI Disk MI Microform 
ID Book MA Map SE Serial (HSL only) 

Then you should ... 
. . . Press TAB SET key, then resume. 

. . . Back up past your mistake, press ERASE and re-enter . 

. . . 'JYpe $$OPEN MAP and press XMIT. Wait for PALS 
banner, press XMIT. 

. .. Ignore this message. Type BE and press XMIT. 

. .. Pre.ss TAB SET, then follow number 3 above. 

. .. Press FCIN and UNLOCK together, then resume . 

1. Dial 280-2594. If line is busy, your call will roll over to another line. .....--- System Configuration 

Baud rate - Up to 1200 
Duplex - HALF (Echo ON) 
Parity - EVEN 

2. Press carriage return. Baud rate is picked up automatically. 

3. At ENTER NE'IWORK SIGN-ON, press carriage return. 
Data bits- 7 
Stop bits- 1 

Set modem duplex to FULL. 

4. Wait for log-on banner, then type $$OPEN MAP. 

5. At SESSION OPEN TO MAP, type BE to begin PALS session. 

6. Type END to exit from PALS. then type $$CLOSE to close connection. 

If you have any questions or would like to get a copy of telecommunications software programs, 
please contact the Academic Computing Center at Creighton University (280-2564). 

1/20/89 



Policy Set for Multiple Copies 

The Library's goal is to provide, in an economical way, 
the broadest possible range of materials to support the cur
riculum. This dictates that, as a general rule, multiple copies 
will not be acquired. In rare instances, such as reserve 
material, exceptions will be made. Such requests are ad
dressed on an individual basis, and Library policy requires 
that a librarian contact the appropriate Department Chair or 
faculty member in order to verify the actual need for such 
added titles. This policy helps to insure that already tight 
departmental allocations are not wasted on unnecessary 
duplication of material. To expedite new orders, those 
responsible for submitting requests to the Library are first 
urged to check the Library's holdings. Departmental staff, 
including student assistants, may be utilized to search the 
card catalog before authorizing new requests. 

- Lauralee Grabe 

Order Deadline Announced 

The deadline for expending the 1988/89 fis
cal year library materials budget has been set for 
May 1, 1989. Department Chairs please submit 
all orders for library materials by this date. 

Periodical Renewals and Changes 

By early May, each department will receive 
a list of journals currently charged to its 1988/89 
periodicals budget. The Library must be notified 
of changes before July 1, 1989 in order to notify 
vendors before payment is made for the new fis
cal year. Vendors do not typically honor midyear 
cancellations. Contact LaVina Swanek, Head of 
Serials, at 2228. 

Library Expo Planned 

National Library Week is just around the corner--April 9 
- 15! As in years past, the Metro Omaha Committee, com
posed of public, academic, school, and special librarians will 
host Expo '89. This year's Expo will be held Saturday, April 
15 at Southroads Mall. The theme, "Ask a Professional. Ask 
a Librarian," was chosen by the American Library Associa
tion for 1989. 

The Expo reflects efforts by librarians to increase public 
awareness of the value and diversity of libraries, promote 
reading to young people and society, strengthen support for 
libraries, and to encourage library use. A variety of booths, 
exhibits, and activities will be designed both to address these 
issues and to entertain. 

Support from the community has been excellent. This 
level of support has made the Omaha area National Library 
Week celebration a national model of library cooperation. 

Metro Omaha 
Committee 

~ 

- Mike Poma 

Books in Print Available on CD-ROM 

Books in Print With Book Reviews Plus, with its huge 
bibliographic database, is now available at the Library in CD
ROM format. The CD-ROM disk, which is updated quarter
ly, includes all titles (approximately 800,000) found in BIP 
sources: Books in Print, Subject Guide to Books in Print, 
Supplement to Books in Print, Forthcoming Books in Print, 
and Children's Books in Print. These titles, representing 
21 ,000 publishers, may be searched by any combination of 
the following elements: author, title, series title, subject 
(66,500 Library of Congress subject headings), children's 
subject headings, keyword, ISBN number, and publisher. 
Searches can be refined even further by using limiting 
qualifiers such as language, price, grade level or audience, 
publication year, and/or illustration. Complete names and 
addresses of publishers are also included. 

Book reviews for over 30,000 of the titles can be viewed, 
and along with all other information, printed instantly. · 

Reviews are provided by the following sources: Choice, 
Booklist, Library Journal, School Library Journal, Publishers 
Weekly, Sci/Tech Book News, and Reference and Research 
News. This capability, along with combination keyword and 
subject searching, increases the BIP + system's potential as 
a collection development tool for faculty and librarians. 

Acquisition of materials by the Library is also expedited 
through the use of BIP +. Printed order forms can be 
generated from the database, and electronic ordering is 
available in conjunction with online ordering software from 
various vendors. 

The Library staff welcomes the opportunity to present 
this system to library users. For a demonstration, training, 
or more information concerning Books in Print With Book 
Reviews Plus, please contact Lauralee Grabe, Head ofTech
nical Services, at 2216. - Lauralee Grabe 



Computer Search Corner 

Citation Searching 

One of the useful features of a computer search is cita
tion searching. The cited reference databases are provided 
by the Institute for Scientific Information. Cited reference 
searching is a way to retrieve relevant references by search
ing on previously published research on the same topic. The 
theory is that researchers who have cited a particular author 
or work are also writing and furthering research in that area. 
For a few relevant references, citation searching can be more 
precise than subject searching. One other use is to see who 
has cited your own work! Writers then know which col
leagues, nationally and internationally, share an interest in 
their field. 

Three databases offer citation searching: 

* Social Scisearch 
(Social Science Citation Index), 
* Scisearch 
(Science Citation Index) 
* Arts and Humanities Index 
(Arts and Humanities Citation Index). 

Lists of journals indexed in the databases are available. 
The price for accessing the databases ranges from $2.00-
2.65 per minute, and references cost 52 cents each. 

- Chris LeBeau 

Fascinating Statistics 

For the "numbercrunchers" of our readership, here are 
some figures from the past year. 

Free photocopy requests for faculty 
(Academic year '87-'88) 

- 4,688 pages 

Interlibrary loan activity 
(Academic year '87-'88) 

Computer Searches 
(Academic year '87-'88) 

-up 47% over last year 

- up 72% over last year 

Reference questions - up 27% over last year 
(Academic year '87-'88) 

Number of people entering library -52,874 
(November '88) 

Number of books checked out in - 9,481 
(November '88) 

Number of books catalogued in - 793 
(November '88) 

Amount of cards added to catalog - 21 feet 
(September-November '88) 

Number of hours library is open - 108.5 hours per week 
(expanded Fall semester) 

- Jo Browning 
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