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The Archives Department: Preserving the University's Heritage 

P
artially because the Archives enjoys a remote 
location, Rooms L54 and LSS in the southeast 
corner of Reinert's lower level, the academic 

community is not completely aware of the Depart
ment's existence, resources, and services. Briefly 
stated, the Archives Department exists to collect, 
preserve, store, and provide access to non-current 
records and artifacts relating to the history of 
Creighton University. 

In recent months, staff has formalized policies 
and procedures, revised service patterns to assure a 
timely response to each inquiry received, and begun 
an extensive indexing project. Nearly ten thousand 
records have been processed with the goal of in
creasing departmental holdings awareness and of 
speeding up access to individual items. 

Based on service requests and on their compro
mised condition, photographic materials have been 
given priority for preservation and processing. 
The earliest items date from the 1880s. Particular 
attention is being focused on indexing photographs 
of Jesuits and faculty who were prominent in the 
establishment and development of the University. 
Included in the photographic collection are 5,000 
positive prints, 8,000 slides, 400 films, 100 trans
parencies and an unknown number of negatives. 
Compilation of a master index of individual docu
ments stored in several hundred boxes is scheduled 
to begin as soon as appropriate software is acquired. 

, The Archives was established in the late seven
ties when Richard Harrington, S .J ., was appointed 
Archivist. Since then it has been growing slowly 

but consistently so that serious consideration must 
now be given to space economy measures . 

The Archivist welcomes researchers, their inqui
ries, and suggestions for improvement of service. 
Staff is on duty weekdays from l :30 to 4:30p.m. 
and at other times by appointment. 

- Marge Wannarka, Archivist 

Julie Ciecka Interns at Reinert 

The library staff had the pleasure of host-
ing a student intern during the fall semester. 
Creighton Senior Julie Ciecka, a history ma
jor, chose the Library to gain insight into the 
profession. "The library internship provided 
me with exposure to the profession that helped 
me make up my mind. Working with students 
at the Reference Desk was a great experi
ence," Julie said. 

Julie spent 10 hours per week in each 
department observing, learning and working 
with staff. Her culminating project was a 
bibliography of Creighton University history . 

Julie plans to enroll in a Master's of Li
brary Science program to prepare herself for a 
career in academic libraries. We think her 
intelligence and warm enthusiasm will make 
her a great librarian . - Mark Bronson 
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Preservation, the New Challenge 

I 
n 1991 the Library completed a 
study on the physical condition 
and paper quality of its older 

bound journals. Although the study 
recorded only damage sustained over 
time to journals, the results can be 
extended to reflect damage to books Going, 
published between 1870 and the late 
1950s. Paper produced for mass 
publishing during these years deteri
orates rapidly due to its sulfuric 
acid content. 

The results of the study were 
not surprising. Serious problems 
were found with 24 journals, the 
earliest dating from 1802. These 
24 journals represent approximately 
2,400 volumes in brittle and deterio
rating condition. 

Deterioration is a universal problem for libraries 
today, and researchers have been striving for 

an effective remedy . The three most common solu
tions are to deacidify the paper, reprint the material 
on acid free paper or microfilm the original . The 
first two solutions are the most expensive. Deacidi
fication requires massive equipment, and reprinting 
is normally done only to satisfy a large market for 
the item. At present, microfilm is the most viable 
solution for most libraries. 

Even for a library the size of Reinert/ Alumni , 
the task of preservation is a huge one. Following 
the survey, the Library must determine the value to 
the collection of the threatened titles and ascertain 
what action should be taken . The solution, most 
likely , will be the use of microforms. The Library 
is slowly attacking the preservation problem because 
the cure requires funding and staff, both of which 
have been allocated necessarily to other projects. In 
addition to the emphasis placed on collection devel
opment, emphasis must also be placed on collection 
maintenance, a new challenge to an aging problem. 

- Ray Means 

Gutenberg Bible Facsimile on Display 

A 
reproduction of the Gutenberg Bible has 
been acquired by the Library and is currently 
on display in the Rare Book Room. Pub

lished by Editions Les Incunables, it is a precise, 
facsimile reprint of the Mazarin Library copy, from 
its identical paper to the placement and design of 
each watermark. The pages are gilt-edged in 22-
carat gold, and the Bordeaux-colored Morocco leath
er volumes are trimmed, stitched, glued and bound 
by hand. Included with the Latin facsimile are a 
two volume English translation and commentary, 
and a descriptive brochure. 

Johann Gutenberg (1397?-1468) revolutionized 
printing by inventing the printing press. The first 
book Gutenberg printed from moveable type was the 
Bible, in Mainz, Germany , 1455. He used the 
original Latin version of the Bible as translated in 
the fourth century by Saint Jerome. The Gutenberg 
Bible is also called the Mazarin BilJle ::. ince it. was 
prominently displayed by Cardinal Mazarin in his 
40,000 volume personal library. 

It is estimated that Gutenberg printed 180 Bibles, 
30 on parchment and 150 on paper. Today there are 
only 20 complete originals, with 6 existing in the 
United States. One is on display at the Library of 
Congress. Local library users are invited to visit the 
Library's Rare Book Room to view a beautiful fac-
simile of this masterpiece. - Lauralee Grabe 
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Discovering a Career 

D
iscover, the computer-based career planning 
program, will return to the Reference De
partment for the month of March, after its 

highly popular debut last October. The 
program offers students the opportunity to 
explore career possibilities, assess interest 
and aptitude, and locate information about 
458 specific occupations, 5,000 graduate 
and undergraduate schools, and financial 
aid. ACT originated the program and up
dates all information annually. 

Well over 100 students took advantage 
of the program while it was in the Library . The 
four most popular search modules were: 1) occupa
tions by program of study; 2) information about 
occupations; 3) occupations by job characteristics; 

and 4) information about graduate schools. Discov
er also offers an interest inventory and a values 
inventory. Users may engage any or all modules . 

The full guidance approach may take up to 
four hours, but users may run the program 
in segments, saving each segment and re
turning to the program as time permits. 

The Discover program is made avail
able to the Library through the courtesy of 
the Eastern Library System and the Educa
tion Information Center, located at the 
John A. Stahl Public Library in West 

Point, Nebraska. Please encourage students or inter
ested others to take advantage of it. Instruction is 
available from the staff at the Reference Desk. 

-Mike Poma 

Library Instruction Develops New Strategy 

0 ver the past year, we have developed new 
ways in which information retrieval skills 
are provided to students . Research indicates 

repeatedly that students are most receptive to this 
type of instruction when they perceive the need for 
it. In the past, our concerted efforts on providing a 
basic core of research skills during the Freshman 
Seminar Library Orientation have not met our goals. 
Consequently, we are creating a two-tiered approach 
to providing new students with the basic skills they 
will need to successfully complete library oriented 
course work. 

The first tier will use the Freshman Seminar 
Library Orientation to provide students with a posi
tive first impression of library facilities and staff. 
Emphasis will be on the breadth of resources and 
services, as well as the invitation to 11 ASK II for help 
when needed. The second tier will take advantage 
of the many freshman courses, especially English, in 
which librarians are invited to lecture each semester. 
In this setting student motivation is much higher. 
Using PALS, locating journal articles, developing 
research strategies or using pertinent reference mate
rials and databases can be taught as a cohesive pro
cess. We hope this new approach will be of greater 
benefit to the student body. - Mike Poma 

We would like to thank the following 
faculty, staff and administrators who gener
ously gave their time (and star appeal), mak
ing the 1992 Library orientation videotape 
such a success: 

Walt Blackburn, President's Office 
Rod Fischer, Instructional Technology 
Ed Fitzsimmons, Economics and Finance 
Amy Haddad, Center for Health Policy 

and Ethics 
Colleen Hendrick, College of Business 
Steve Hutchens, Management, Marketing, 

and Systems 
Brian Kokensparger, Fine and Performing 

Arts 
Tom Mans , Political Science 
Gloria Romero-Downing, Classics and 

Modern Languages 
Robert Snipp, Chemistry 
Maryanne Stevens, Theology 
Ashton Welch, History 
Wendy Wright, Theology 
Greg Zacharias, English 



Computer Search Corner 

FirstSearch Terminal Available 

T 
his se~est~r, the Firs~Search service becomes 
accessible m the publtc Reference area. One 
workstation has been connected to JA YNet 

for this purpose. FirstSearch, highlighted in the Fall 
issue of Cornerstone, is the new end-user, menu
driven, multiple database system. This is a fee
based system. Users may either pay $1 for one 
specific search, or $5 for a password for 10 sear~h
es . FirstSearch may be used from any office w1th 
access to J A YNet. 

Two particularly useful databases in FirstSearch 
are WorldCat and ContentsFirst. WorldCat con
tains the monographic, serial, manuscript, and non
print holdings of the Library of Congress, in addi
tion to the holdings of major academic research 
collections, large public library collections and 
private research libraries. This database is best for 
compiling a bibliography, and it indicates which 
libraries own the items. ContentsFirst lists the 
table of contents for 7,000 journals, soon to be 
11,000 journals. This database is very handy for 
monitoring scholarly developments in journals not 
held by our library. 

Information sheets and search help sheets are 
available in the information rack. Passwords may be 
purchased at the Reference desk and may be charged 
to departments with approval from the Chair. 

Hytelnet versus WorldCat 

H ytelnet is best for intimately explo~i~g the 
catalog of a particular school. Th1s IS fun 
and free , two excellent reasons to use Hytel 

net. Some of the drawbacks for the user are con
tending with diverse catalog command systems, and 
consuming time traveling from catalog to catalog to 
develop a thorough bibliography. 

WorldCat searches all 5,000 member libraries 
simultaneously, so it is a much more efficient use of 
time. Its strength lies in its ability to list almost 
everything written on a topic, all from one database. 
The two drawbacks to WorldCat are the nominal 
fee and the exclusion of a few major academic li-
braries. We can check for you. - Chris Le Beau 

PALS Online Catalog Grows 

Currently PALS contains 38% of the lib
rary's total holdings, excluding periodicals. 
This represents all titles acquired after 1978, 
and all theology titles regardless of date. 
Since other books are added to PALS as they 
circulate, the core of the collection is online. 
So far PALS lists 69% of our periodicals. 
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