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Automated Circulation Arrives! 

After months of preparation, the Library has 
inaugurated its new circulation system. The 
PALS Circulation Module (PALS CIRC) became 
operational December 1 6, 1991. 

The PALS circulation subsystem automates 
time-consuming procedures of circulation 
control, while offering advantages to both staff 
and patrons. In particular PALS CIRC: 

• Increases the speed and accuracy of the 
entire circulation process 

• Eliminates manual processing of overdues, 
reserves and holds 

• Calculates fines and automatically bills and 
notifies patrons (Speeds your overdues to 
you!) 

• Improves systematic control of the Library's 
collection 

• Maintains patron record confidentiality 

• Provides statistical reports and other 
management information 

As with any new system, library users can 
expect changes in policies and procedures. All 
patrons, including faculty and staff, are required 
to present current barcoded Creighton I D cards 
when checking out items. Student assistants 
working for faculty should bring the faculty 
member's ID in order to check out books on 
their behalf. 

All barcoded volumes in the PALS database 
will be checked out using the new system. 
Titles not entered into PALS must await the 
retroconversion process-- an ongoing project in 
which older (primarily pre-1978) t itles are 
added to the PALS database . These items 
require manual check out and will be entered 
into the PALS database upon return. 

Implementation of PALS CIRC is another 
step toward improving library service. It is a 
flexible system that allows us to adapt 
procedures in order to serve users more 
efficiently. Staff members will try to make the 
transition as painless as possible. Let the 
adventure begin! - Lauralee Grabe 

New Circulation Post Filled 

In February Mark Bronson will be joining the 
staff as Head of the Access Services 
Department. This position was created for the 
implementation of the PALS circulation system 
and for the coordination of expanding services 
made possible by that system. 

Mark comes to us from South Dakota State 
University in Brookings, where he has been 
Circulation Supervisor for four years. He 
implemented the PALS system for the 
Brookings campus, and he has extensive PALS 
background and training. 

Mark holds a master's in library science from 
Western Michigan University and is completing 
a second master's in geography. We look 
forward to having Mark join us and know he 
will be a valuable addition. - Chris LeBeau 



New Pathfinders Available 

A series of informational "pathfinders" has 
been developed as a user aid. FAST FACTS 
Bibliographies & Guides serve two purposes: 
1) as annotated topical bibliographies of 
reference works with tips on using PALS more 
effectively, and 2) as step-by-step guides for 
using several of the more complex reference 
tools and indexes. These guides should be 
useful both to students working independently 
and to those needing help when the Reference 
Desk is not staffed. 

Bibliography titles to date include Graduate 
School Information; AIDS Information; 
Locating Book Reviews; Locating Theater & 
Film Reviews; Literary Criticism: Short Stories; 
Literary Criticism: General; Literary Criticism: 
Poetry; Locating Plays, Play Reviews & 
Criticism; Career & Job Search Information; 
Locating Biographical Information; Country 
Studies: Economics, Politics, Demographics; 
Speech Topics; and Scholarship Sources. 

Guide titles include MLA International 
Bibliography; America: History & Life; 
Historical Abstracts; and Mental 
Measurements Yearbooks. - Mike Poma 

Periodicals Subscription Lists 

In April, periodical subscription lists will be 
sent to academic departments for review. 
Final decisions for cancellations and new title 
requests for 1993 must be returned by July 1, 
1992. Please direct questions to LaVina 
Swanek at X2228. 

Staff Donates Books to Needy 

In an effort to serve Omaha's needy 
families and to promote literacy, the Library 
staff made a Christmas donation of childrens' 
books to the Salvation Army Christmas 
Bureau. 

New Reference Books in Religion 

The Churches Speak on ... Official Statements 
from Religious Bodies and Ecumenical 
Organizations. J. Gordon Melton, Ed. (Gale, 
1989- ) REF BT 990.C48 

Ongoing series covering abortion, AIDS, 
euthanasia, capital punishment, sex and 
family, women's ordination, etc. 

The Encyclopedia of American Religions, 
Religious Creeds. J. Gordon Melton, Ed. 
(Gale, 1988) REF BT 990.E58 1988 

Compilation of 450 creeds, confessions, 
statements of faith, and doctrine of 
religious and spiritual groups. 

New Jerome Biblical Commentary. Raymond 
E. Brown, Ed. (Prentice Hall, 1990) 

REF BS 491 .2 N485 1990 

Comprehensive and detailed commentary, 
including bibliographical references, 
updating the original 1968 edition. 

Twentieth-Century Shapers of American 
Popular Religion. Charles H. Lippy, Ed. 
(Greenwood, 1989) REF BL 2525 .T84 1989 

More than 60 biographies, from televangel
ist Jim Bakker to Catholic author Morris L. 
West. 

-Mary Nash 
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Book Collection Survey 

One of the goals set by the Library 
strategic plan is to assess the strengths and 
weaknesses of the book collection. Our first 
approach was to survey those primarily 
responsible for ordering books--the faculty. 

A questionnaire was developed, with the 
help of Dr. Angus (Sociology), and sent to all 
Arts and Sciences and College of Business 
faculty. Of those surveyed, twenty-eight 
percent responded. Although normally this is 
a good return, in our case the missing 
seventy-two percent would have yielded 
valuable information since almost every 
faculty member teaches and orders books for 
a unique area of a given discipline. 

What did we find out? It is impossible to 
summarize the responses here, but we will 
note a few points. The consensus is that the 
strength lies in the undergraduate collection, 
particularly in accounting, U.S. history, 
Shakespeare, philosophy and theology. Some 
areas in need of improvement include 
contemporary literature, its cnt1c1sm, 
computer science and math analysis. Many 
noted a need for more interdisciplinary works, 
especially in the areas of feminism and 
cultural diversity. The survey exposed a few 
other problem areas: 

• First, communication within some 
departments regarding book orders appears 
lax. One-third of respondents did not know 
whether their departments are planning to 
develop areas they identified as weak. 

• Second, the audience level of book 
purchases did not always coincide with the 
course offerings of a department. Some 
departments with few graduate students are 
purchasing a high proportion of books written 
for the graduate level. 

• Third, some faculty seemed unfamiliar 
with resources that we own, reaffirming the 
need for better communication between the 
Library and faculty. 

• Fourth, the responses also indicated the 

need for support roles the library must play in 
assisting faculty research, since the book 
collection is geared to the undergraduates. 

Best Survey Award: Dr. Gary Dean and 
Nadine Medlin. 

- Chris Le Beau and Julia Trojanowski 
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Good Picksfor 1991 

Selected from The New York Times 
"Editor's Choice: BestBoo~s ofl991 :" 

Abraham Lincoln and the Second 
American Revolution, by James 
McPherson · 

African Visas: A /jove/fa and Stories, 
Maria Thomas 

Changl(lg A tmosp/)ere: A Global 

ChalleiJge, by Johh Fir or 

The Good Society, by Robert Bellah 

Iron John: A Book about Men, py 
Robert Bly ·· 

Mariette in Ecstacy, bYRon tfahsen 

Prairyetth, by William Least Heatmoon 

Secret Pilgrim, by John le Carre 

The sum of All Fears, by Tom Clancy 

The Transformation of Cinema, 1907-
1915, by Eileen Bowser (History of 
Cinema Series) 

The Library Goes Abroad 

The Library is pleased to support 
Creighton's semester abroad program this 
spring by providing books on Latin American 
history to students in the Dominican Republic. 
The program is sponsored by the Institute for 
Latin American Concern, in conjunction with 
the College of Arts and Sciences. jMuchas 
felicidades! - Mary Nash 



Computer Search Corner 

Omaha World Herald Database 

This year the Library has become a 
subscriber to the Omaha World Herald database 
through the DataTimes Company. The 
database provides keyword searching of the 
entire text of the newspaper beginning with 
August 1983. This access is a welcome 
addition since the World Herald does not 
provide an index. Library staff have selectively 
indexed the morning edition of the Omaha 
World Herald since 1985. Searches of the 
Omaha World Herald cost $2.00 for quick 
searches; longer searches are negotiable. 

The complete texts of seven other national 
newspapers, 229 journals and eleven 
newswires are also accessible through 
DataTimes. The Dow Jones News Retrieval 
Service is included also. Searches of the 
database may be arranged through the 
Reference Department. The fees for databases 
other than the Omaha World Herald vary. 

Psychology Database Enhanced 

PsycLIT users will be interested to know that 
beginning in March 1992, the American 
Psychological Association will add PsycBooks 
to the database. PsycBooks will include chapter 
and book summaries from 1986 onward. 

CCH Taxation Database Added 

This semester a new database in the field of 
tax and accounting was added. CCH ACCESS 
is now available and free to students on a 
public access computer terminal in the 
Reference area. Now students are able to 
easily maneuver their way through the maze of 
IRS and state tax codes. (Anything would be 
an improvement!). 

MLA CD-ROM is Here on Trial 

The Reference Department has received the 
MLA International Bibliography on CD-ROM for 
trial use until February 28. Faculty and 
students are invited to put the MLA CD to the 
test. Anyone involved in a major research 
project in literature, language or related areas 
ought to consider accessing this free resource. 
References may be downloaded to disc to 
create your own bibliography. The dates of 
coverage of the MLA CD-ROM are 1981 to the 
present. Please see the reference librarians for 
assistance. - Chris LeBeau 
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