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Salem Witch Trial Warrant: 
Fortune or Fake? 

At the February 1990 staff meeting, we all 
watched quizzically as Director Ray Means unveiled 
a 300-year old Salem witch trial death warrant, 
which had come to the Library as a gift. It is rare 
for such a document to surface in Omaha, let alone 
in our library. 

In fact, we underestimated just how rare 
such a document would be. History professor Dr. 
Bryan Le Beau, who has researched the Salem 
witch trials, was particularly intrigued with the 
document, informing us that there was only one 
other such warrant in existence. Perhaps not as 
significant as the Dead Sea Scrolls, the document 
is very exciting to an Americanist. It seemed 
Creighton might own something extremely rare and 
valuable. 

In physical appearance, the 1692 warrant 
for Martha Carey looked the part with its heavy 
brown paper, faded cursive script, water stains and 
torn rag edges. Enclosed with the document was 
a card from the Boston University Museum (1871 ), 
attesting to its authenticity. 

Dr. Le Beau grew suspicious of the 
document as some of the barely legible facts 
became clearer. For example, the subject, Martha 
Carey, could be mistaken, understandably, for the 
real Martha Corey. But Indian King Philip, whose 
seal appears on the document, died twelve years 
prior to 1692. And the Boston University archivist 
found no evidence of B.U.'s museum dating to 
1 871 . The writer of the document knew just 
enough to be convincing, but his lack of factual 
precision gave him away. 

After consultations and testing of the paper 
and ink through the Essex Institute, the Northeast 
Document Conservation Center and Harvard's Fogg 
Art Museum, it is nearly certain the document is a 
fake. In fact, similar fakes were uncovered this 
summer. These forgeries seem to have emanated 
from the South during the 1 930s; they tell a tale all 
their own of a bereft stranger passing through 
town selling history for money. 

The story is not complete. Dr. Le Beau 
continues to track the trail of the forgeries. 
Meanwhile, the Library retains the death warrant. 

- Chris Le Beau 

Wannarka Fills Archivist Post 

On June 1, Marge Wannarka joined the 
Library staff as Chairman of the Archives 
Department. Although the position is new for 
Marge, her connection with Creighton extends from 
1952. 

Marge Wannarka began her Creighton 
library career thirty-nine years ago as Director of 
the Medical Library. She has organized and 
overseen three library moves as the library has 
grown with Creighton's medical program. She 
also has witnessed changes in this library as it 
evolved from the University Library to the Alumni 
Library to its current name and location. 

Marge Wannarka's new challenge is to 
make the resources of the Archives more readily 
available to the campus and the Omaha 
community. All Creighton faculty and staff with 
questions are encouraged to contact Marge in the 
Archives at 280-2746. Please join the library staff 
in welcoming Marge to the Archives.- Ray Means 



Library Receives Scherle Papers 

Republican Congressman William J. Scherle 
of Henderson, Iowa has selected the Reinert/Aiumni 
Library to be the depository for his professional 
papers. Congressman Scherle served in the U.S. 
House of Representatives from 1967-1975. Some of 
his Committee assignments were the House 
Committees on Internal Security, and Education and 
Labor. He also served on the Subcommittees on 
Agriculture, Environmental and Consumer Protection, 
Housing and Urban Development, and Veterans. His 
collection of papers covers topics such as the 
National Endowment for the Humanities, Veterans 
Affairs and the Congressman's involvement in the 
investigation of the migration to Canada of the 
Vietnam War conscientious objectors. The papers 
are housed in the Archives Department and are 
accessible to interested scholars. Scherle has sons 
who are graduates of Creighton. - Ray Means 

Serial Price Increases 

Collection Development Policy 
Revised 

A revision of the Library's Collection 
Development Policy will be sent to each department 
chairperson this September. Members of a library 
committee met this spring to revise the current 
collection development policy. Policies were updated 
to reflect new informational formats, mainly 
computer software and CD-ROM products, and 
curriculum and program changes within the 
university. We encourage all faculty members to 
read the new policy, especially in the areas in which 
you select or recommend materials for purchase. We 
hope the policy will prove useful to you in guiding 
materials purchases for the library. 

- Julia Trojanowski 

Based on 7,680 titles 1/87 1/88 1/89 1/90 1/91 

Average Price per Title: $116.02 $132 .23 $144.14 $157 .09 $184.08 

Average Percent Increase: ---

Surveys Conducted 

During the past spring and summer the 
Library has conducted two surveys, a faculty survey 
and a staff survey. One of the tasks the Library has 
set for itself is to assess its collect ion. The faculty 
survey was designed as one facet of that assessment 
process. The faculty survey will be summarized in 
the spring newsletter. 

Staff members were surveyed for a 
completely different purpose. The intent was to 
determine the staff' s need for familiarity with the 
Library. As it turned out, one-third of the staff was 
"very interested" in tours, PALS training and printed 
guides. We, perhaps, underestimate the interest the 
Creighton staff has in the Library. 

The Library has already begun offering tours 
designed for staff and will continue to do so on a 
regular basis. PALS workshops and printed guides 
are underway. Dates and times for tours and 
workshops will be publicized in the Blue News. 

-Mike Poma 
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Library Orientation Planned 
for New Faculty 

This fall new faculty members will be 
contacted by a librarian between mid-September and 
mid-October and invited for a personal tour of the 
Library. A packet detailing library services and 
facilities will accompany the tour. As questions arise 
during the year, faculty will be encouraged to contact 
their librarians for information. - Mike Poma 

Creighton Cornerstone 

Reinert/Aiumni Library 
Creighton University 

Editor: Chris Le Beau Layout: Mary Nash 

Newsletter Committee: Ray Means (Director), 
Jo Browning, Lauralee Grabe, Arnette 
Payne, Mike Poma, Julia Trojanowski 

Queries may be directed to Chris Le Beau 
at (402) 280-1757. 



Reinert/ Alumni Library Services 

A cquisitons 
Library material is ordered through the 

Technical Services Department. Please supply all 
available bibliographic information when filling out 
order forms. Library policy requires that ail orders be 
signed by Department Chairs. 

If material cannot be ordered, your request(s) 
are returned with an explanation. Green slips are 
sent t o faculty to give notif ication of newly received 
material. Call BettyAnn Evans, 2220. 

Computer Search Service 
More than 300 computer databases are 

available through DIALOG, DataTimes, EPIC, and 
Wilsonline t o ganerate bibliographies tailored to your 
research needs. Call Chris Le Beau, 1757. 

Faculty Check-Out 
The faculty check-out period v;uies with the 

type of material, i.e. reference, periodicals, media, or 
books. Books are due at the end of the second 
semester. 

A fc::culty ID cmd will be requested at the 
chec,.--out desk. in order for your student assistants 

·to check out materials in your name, they will also 
need your ID card. Call Gerry Chase, 2218. 

FAX Transmission 
The Library's telefacsimile machine is 

available for rapid t ransmission of documents over 
the telephone. Long-distance chmges are passed 
along to each department or individual, but local calls 
are free. The Library's FAX number, 280-2435, may 
be given out for incoming documents. To insure 
delivery, all transmissions must include the name, 
address and number of both sender and receiver. Call 
Jo Browning, 2705 . 

Interlibrary Loan 
Books and journal articles not available at any 

of the three Creighton Libraries can be obtained using 
ILL. The service is provided to faculty, staff, and 
students through the Reference Department. 

Most materials arrive within ten working 
days, depending on their availability and geographic 
location. Out-of-state libraries sometimes charge a 
handling fee usually ranging from $3 to $6, and this 
charge is passed along to the requestor. Call Lynn 
Schneiderman, 2219. 

Library Instruction 
Both general orientations and specific, 

course-related lectures are available to your students 
upon request. Demonstrations of CD-ROM or online 
databases, including the PALS online catalog, can 
also be arranged. Handouts or bibliographies support 
the presentations. Call Mike Poma, 2298. 

Media 
Resources include audio and video tapes, 

software, filmstrips, kits, movies, records, slides and 
calculators, and they may be checked out at the 
Media desk. Media hardware is for library use only. 

Media may be purchased from departmental 
allocations and may also be rented from other 
institutions. Rental service includes securing and 
confirming rentals, handling invoices, and arranging 
previews. Rental fees are billed to the department. 
Call Gayle Crawford, 2627. 

Photocopy Service 
The Library supports faculty research with 

f ree photocopies (within copyright law) of materials 
housed in this Library. Call Jo Browning, 2705. 

Reserve 
The Library places on reserve any item, print 

or non-print, upon faculty request. This material may 
be the personal property of the instructor. To comply 
with copyright law, the Library cari duplicate only one 
copy per article title. At the end of the semester, 
copied items are returned to you. 

Reserve periods are two hours, overnight, 
three days, or seven days. When requesting material 
for reserve, please allow 48 hours before informing 
your students. Call Gerry Chase, 2218. 

Serial Lists 
Every year, departments are issued two 

serials lists for review. Each department receives a 
list of its standing orders in the fall. The spring 
listing covers the department's journal subscriptions. 
Call LaVina Swanek, 2228. 

Table of Contents 
The Serials Department provides faculty with 

photocopied tables of contents from any ten journals. 
Copies are made and sent to your office as frequently 
as the journal arrives. Call LaVina Swanek, 2228. 



Reinert/ Alumni Library Directory 

The Reinert/Aiumni Library's general number is 2705. The following is a list of specific services, contacts, 
and numbers: 

Archives ................... .... ......... .......... ..... ... Marge Wannarka .................... .. ................................ 2746 

Bibliographies............ . .. . ........................... Mike Poma .............................................................. 2298 

Circulation........................ .......... .. ......... ... Gerry Chase, Gayle Crawford, Janis Mace ................... 2218 

Classes and Tours........... ........ ...... .. ..... .. ... Mike Poma ...................... .................................. ..... . 2298 

Collection Development...... .... .. ..... ............. Laura lee Grabe .................... ........... .. .... . ................. .. 2216 

Computer Searches .................................... Chris Le Beau ............................................................ 1757 

Director ... ................................................. Ray Means .............................................................. 2217 

Director's Secretary ................................... Jo Browning ............................................................ 2705 

Government Publications ........ .................... Russell Warzyn ........................................................ 2219 

Interlibrary Loan ........................................ Lynn Schneiderman ............................... . .................. 2219 

Media ...................................................... Gayle Crawford ........................................................ 2627 

Night Supervisor......... .... .............. ... ......... Sinora Garrett .......................................................... 2705 

Periodicals ... ............. .......... ......... . ............ LaVina Swanek, Terri Clark ........................................ 2228 

Photocopy Service ..................................... Jo Browning ........ · .................................................... 2705 

Policy Questions.......................... ............. Ray Means .............................................................. 2217 

Reference................................................. Mary Nash, Chris Le Beau, Mike Poma 
Julia Trojanowski, Russell Warzyn .............................. 2227 

Reserves.................................................. Gerry Chase ............................................................ 2218 

Seminar Room Reservations ........................ Registrar's Office ..................................................... 2701 

Standing Orders........................................ LaVina Swanek ........................................................ 2228 

Table of Contents ...................................... LaVina Swanek ........................................................ 2228 

Technical Services ..................................... Lauralee Grabe ......................................................... 2216 

- Acquisitions ........ . ..... ........................ Betty Ann Evans .................... : .................................. 2220 

- Cataloging ........................................ Arnette Payne, Shirley Golden, 
Jeanette Hilton, Doris O'Neill ..................................... 2216 

Union Pacific Room Reservations ................. Jo Browning ........................................................... 2705 

Please feel free to add this page to your campus phone directory. 



Recycling Effort Underway 

Everywhere we turn these days, we see 
billboards, read articles, hear newscasts that 
admonish us to reduce, reuse and recycle. "Love 
your mother" says a recycling bumpersticker. "This 
product environmentally friendly" decries a label on 
a bathroom cleaner. What to do? 

At the Library we are trying to do a little bit 
to help the environment. Paper has been the focus 
of our recycling efforts. Currently, two types of 
paper are being recycled--newspapers and office 
paper. Once or twice a month, the Library's 
newspapers are collected, bundled and carted off to 
be recycled at Waste Management of Nebraska. 
Office paper is also being recycled on a regular basis 
in one of the Library's departments. Boxes are set 
out for computer, "white" (letter head and copy) and 
colored papers. Individuals fill up the boxes with 
"waste" paper and, when full, the boxes are 
eventually dropped off at C.A.R.E., Central Area 
Recycling Exchange. 

C.A.R.E., a project of the Eastern Nebraska 
Community Office of Retardation, employs mentally 
handicapped Nebraskans. Within the Omaha 
community, C.A.R.E. coordinates recycling projects 
at over 1 80 business, including Union Pacific Railroad 
(which recycled 112.5 tons of office paper in 1990) 
and Henningsen Durham and Richardson (which 
recycled 45 tons). Other companies such as Peoples 
Natural Gas, Farm Credit Bank, WOWT and Clarkson 
Hospital also have recycling programs with C.A.R.E. 
The Library is hoping it can join the list rather than 
having to rely on a single individual. 

Although some work is underway at 
Creighton to establish a university-wide recycling 
program, more work is needed. Until such a time 
that we have a program in place, much will depend 
on the efforts of individuals. You can help us; 
located on the Library's main level are boxes next to 
the copy machines and CD-ROM databJses for paper 
to be recycled. Rather than toss unwanted copies or 
printouts away, place them in the boxes and we'll 
get them to the recycler. - Julia Trojanowski 

• Editor's note: Julia Trojanowski is the "single 
individual" who has been solely responsible for the 
Library's recycling efforts. 

White House Conference Held 

The White House Conference on Library and 
Information Services was held July 9-13 in 
Washington, D.C. to formulate resolutions that will 
shape the profession's legislative and policy agenda 
through the 1990s. A total of 650 delegates from 
across the country participated, including librarians, 
library trustees, government officials, and members 
of the general public. 

In small groups and plenaries over the course 
of four grueling days, the delegates debated and 
ranked thousands of issues into 1 00 
recommendations for action. Increased funding, 
improved access to information, and service to 
diverse populations are recurring priorities. In other 
resolutions, Congress and the President are 
admonished to: 

• Support the National Research and Information 
Network, the information "superhighway," and 
ensure its availability in all libraries. 

• Standardize network communications and 
mandate library participation in all governmental 
actions related to information technology. 

• Grant preferential telecommunications and postal 
rates to libraries. 

• Amend copyright laws in view of new and 
emerging technologies to promote information 
transfer. 

• Guarantee equitable and convenient access to 
public information, and resist private contracting 
by federal information providers. 

• Restructure the DOE as the "Department of 
Education, Libraries and Information Services" 
and establish both a House and Senate 
committee or sub-committee on libraries. 

• Designate libraries as educational agencies at the 
center of the "America 2000" initiative. 

• Encourage and expand public-private partnerships 
and volunteerism in support of library services. 

Several Reinert/Aiumni Library staff were 
active at the state level in the Nebraska White House 
Pre-Conference held in February. Mike Poma and 
Director Ray Means served as small group facilitators, 
and Mary Nash chaired the local arrangements 
committee. - Mary Nash 



Computer Search Corner 
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Classroom Instruction Program 

CIP continues this year in its revised format. 
Students are able to conduct their own online 
computer searches in the Library by first attending 
one 50-minute class in which the necessary search 
commands are explained. Classes are held every 
Wednesday at 3:30p.m. when regular classes are in 
session . Students should meet at the Reference 
desk. Although faculty are also invited to attend, 
discounted searching costs apply only to students. 

If you think your students' research may 
benefit from online searching, please mention this 
opportunity to them. You may also arrange for a 
librarian to explain or demonstrate the service to your 
class by calling Chris Le Beau at 280-1757. 

PALS PARTNERS Introduced 

Have you never really mastered the PALS 
system? Or have you forgotten everything you once 
knew over the summer? Take heart. For faculty and 
administrators who would like a personal lesson or 
private refresher, there is the "PALS PARTNERS" 
program. A librarian will take time with you at a 
PALS terminal to prepare you for the new year. For 
an appointment, call Mike Poma at 280-2298. 

Census Data Arrives on CD-ROM 

For better or worse, the Census Bureau has 
discovered the appeal of CD-ROM. Reports once 
published in paper are now issued on compact disc 
only. To heighten the challenge, information may be 
released as "summary data" or "microdata." 

Summary data can be retrieved with resident, 
menu-driven software. Tables can then be printed or 
downloaded into dBase or Lotus 1-2-3 for further 
manipulation. The 1990 Census of Population with 
Congressional redistricting data has already been 
received. The 1987 Census of Economics and of 
Agriculture are also available. General population and 
housing characteristics at the block level ( 100% 
datal are due in September, and social characteristics 
(sample data) will be released next year. 

Microdata reports include unsummarized 
questionnaires. Without additional software such as 
SPSS or SAS to retrieve and aggregate the data, 
these discs have little value . The forthcoming 
American Housing Survey is one example. The 
Library hopes to support these discs with appropriate 
software as demand warrants. - Mary Nash 

New Guest Card Policy 

This year the guest card policy has been 
changed. In the past, Omaha area residents 
without any Creighton affiliation could borrow 
books. In the future, however, guest cards will 
be issued only to those who need materials 
unique to our collection. By limiting our use as 
a "public" library, we hope to reduce the loss of 
our materials. 
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This issue of the Creighton '-.. 

Cornerstone is dedicated to Fr. 
Roland Reichmuth, who passed 
away on May 25. Fr. Reichmuth 
served briefly, but enthusiastically, 
as the campus archivist. He is 
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