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From the Director: The Freedom to Read 

Which state led the nation in attempted 
book bannings in 1986-1987? NEBRASKA! Can 
you imagine a library without the American 
Heritage Dictionary, Catcher in the Rye, 
the Merchant of Venice, the Bible, or Time 
magazine? All of these have been the 
target of censorship. To call attention to 
these attempts to curtail the right to 
read, "Banned Books Week '88" will be 
celebrated September 24th to October lst. 
Nebraska's last Legislature considered a 
bill which, if passed, had the potential 
for requiring libraries to either limit 
access to some areas, to some classes of 
citizens, or to keep some material in a 
"sealed wrapper." It was understood that 
the proposed law was not meant to include 
libraries, but the manner in which it was 
written did not make this clear. 

The Reinert/Alumni Library has been 
fortunate in that it has received no 
challenges to material in the collection. 
The challenges we have had have been to add 
material rather than to remove material 
from the shelves. This Library has a 
written collection policy which states that 
our emphasis is on the curriculum, and on 
materials that will support that effort. 
The policy gives the faculty of the 
academic departments nearly exclusive 
responsibility for material selection, 
utilizing their individual expertise in 
their specific disciplines. 

A second type of challenge we have 
avoided is that which involves an in
dividual's right to privacy. Utilizing our 
new check-out system it is no longer 
possible to "see" who has read what. I 
believe this to be a major step in the 
right direction. I hope our going un
cha l lenged by both book banners and by 

those who would invade our privacy is not 
the calm before the storm, because I 
believe very strongly in an individual's 
right to read and the right to have 
available a variety of materials to read. 
I also believe that the right to read is a 
private business. It is the Library's 
business to see that the material is here 
and available, but it is not the Library's 
business (or for that matter the F.B.I.'s 
business) to know what you chose from what 
is available. 

On the twentieth anniversary of the 
Voice of America in 1962, John F. Kennedy 
expressed this philosophy in these words: 
"We are not afraid to entrust the American 
people with unpleasant facts, foreign 
ideas, alien philosophies and competitive 
values." -Ray Means 

Your PAL is coming! 
A computerized catalog for 

looking up books will soon appear 
at the Reinert/Alumni Library. 
The Public Access Library System, 
or PALS, is already in use at the 
Health Sciences Library, where it 
has been well received. 

PALS is supported by the 
UNISYS company, and is compatible 
with the University's mainframe 
computer. The software was deve
loped by the Minnesota State Uni
versity System, and has been in
stalled at 20 main frame sites 
throughout the country, serving 
over 100 libraries and an esti
mated one million library users. 



Telefacsimile Transmission Sought 
The Reinert/Alumni Library is one of 

nine private college and university 
libraries in Nebraska that has applied for 
a federal grant to allow communication 
among each other via telefacsimile trans
mission. Other participating colleges 
include Concordia, the College of St. Mary, 
Dana, Doane, Hastings, Midland Lutheran, 
and Union, together with Nebraska Wesleyan 
University. 

Each library will be a resource for the 
others, with the capability of transmitting 
copies of requested articles in a few 
seconds. How quickly requests are acted 
upon will depend on the sending library, 
but cooperation among the libraries 
involved has been excellent in the past. 
The smaller the library, the more it has to 
gain from the arrangement; however, tele
facsimile transmission should still prove 
useful to all as another step forward in 
resource sharing. -Ray Means 

Portable Phone Debuts 
The Reference librarians, contrary to 

appearances, are not talking to themselves 
as they move about the Library these days. 
They are using Northwestern Bell's Excur
sion 3000 portable telephone to handle 
incoming calls. By eliminating steps back 
and forth between the telephone and the 
tools of the reference trade, particularly 
the card catalog, calls will be answered 
more efficiently. -Mary Nash 

Library Rearranges 
The phonebooks, atlas case, and 

various indexes have been relocated over 
the summer to enhance access and to allow 
sufficient growth space. In addition, the 
paperback browsing collection has been ex
panded, and is now displayed in upright, 
revolving racks near the entrance. Please 
feel free to ask for directions until the 
new arrangement is familiar. -Mary Nash 

Chemical Abstracts Dropped in Favor of Computer Searching 
The Chemistry Department and the 

Library have recently agreed to cancel the 
subscription to Chemical Abstracts, in 
favor of providing online computer access 
to this indispensible but costly source. 
The price of the index has risen 106% over 
the past seven years, to $10,300 per year. 
Based on this subscription price and on 
estimated usage, Chemical Abstracts costs 
from $150 to $230 per research question! 
With budgets already stretched to the 
limit, the increase has resulted in a 
severe loss of buying power for books and 
journals in chemistry. 

By substituting online access for a 
paper subscription, the Chemistry Depart
ment and the Library expect to cut the cost 
of using Chemical Abstracts in half. Funds 
will be used to buy computer time for 
individual research topics as needed, 
rather than to buy volumes that may sit 
unused, consuming valuable shelf space. 
Faculty will instruct students in the use 
of the STN chemical database, with librar
ians serving as backup in comparable files 
available through DIALOG. The Chemistry 
Department feels that there are sufficient 
volumes of Chemical Abstracts in the 
Library for students to master the tech
niques of manual searching, so little will 
be lost, and funds will be gained to pur
chase books and journals. -Chris LeBeau 
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LIBRARY SERVICES 

Acquisitions Library material is 
ordered through Acquisitions, in the 
Technical Services Department. Please 
complete the order form with all available 
information, particularly author, title, 
date and place of publication, publisher, 
and International Standard Book Number 
(ISBN). If possible, attach the ad or 
brochure with the order form. Please have 
orders signed by the Department Chair. 

When your material has been completely 
processed, a green slip showing the call 
number is sent to the Department Chair. If 
a book is already on order, unavailable, or 
if the Library is unable to locate the 
title, your order form is returned with 
this information. Call BettyAnn Evans, 
2220. 

Computer Search Service Over 200 
computer databases are available, through 
Dialog and Wilsonline, to generate biblio
graphies tailored to your research needs. 
Call Chris LeBeau, 2219. 

Faculty Check-Out The faculty 
check-out period varies with the type of 
material, i.e. reference, periodicals, 
media, or books. Books are due at the end 
of the second semester. 

A faculty ID or Library Access card 
will be requested at the check-out desk. In 
order for student assistants to check out 
materials in your name, they will also need 
either your ID or Library Access card. Call 
Gerry Chase, 2218. 

Interlibrary Loan (ILL) Books and 
journal articles not available at any of 
the three Creighton Libraries can be 
obtained using ILL. The service is provided 
to faculty, staff, and students through the 
Reference Department. 

Most materials arrive within ten 
working days, depending on their availabil
ity and geographic location. Out-of-state 
libraries sometimes charge a handling fee 
usually ranging from $2 to $5, and this 
charge is passed along to the requestor. 
Call Lynn Schneiderman, 2219. 

Library Instruction Both general 
orientations and specific, course-related 
class lectures are available to your 
students upon request. Handouts or 
bibliographies support the presentations. 

Call Mike Poma, 2219. 

Media Resources include audio and 
video tapes, software, filmstrips, kits, 
movies, records, slides and calculators, 
and may be checked out at the Media desk. 
Media hardware is for library use only. 

Media may be purchased from 
departmental allocations, and may also be 
rented from other institutions. Rental 
service includes securing and confirming 
rentals, handling invoices, and arranging 
previews. Rental fees are billed to the 
department. Call Sharon McPherson, 2627. 

Photocopy Service The Library 
supports faculty research by providing 
free photocopies of materials housed in 
this Library. Call Jo Browning, 2705. 

Reserve - The Library places on reserve 
any item, print or non-print, upon faculty 
request. This material may be the personal 
property of the instructor. To comply with 
copyright law, the Library can duplicate 
only one copy per title. At the end of the 
semester, copied items are returned to 
you. 

Reserve periods are 2 hours, over
night, 3 days, or 7 days. When requesting 
material for reserve, please allow 48 
hours before informing your students. 
Call Gerry Chase, 2218. 

Serial Lists The serials Depart-
ment issues 2 lists each year to depart
ments. The fall listing covers each 
department's standing orders. In the 
spring, each department receives a listing 
of its serials, by subject, held by the 
Library. Call LaVina Swanek, 2228. 

Table of Contents - The Serials De
partment provides faculty with copies of 
tables of contents from any 10 journals. 
Copies are made and sent to your office as 
frequently as the journal arrives. Call 
LaVina Swanek, 2228. 



REINERT/ALUMNI LIBRARY DIRECTORY 

The Reinert/Alumni Library's general number is 2705. The following is a list 
of specific services, contacts, and numbers: 

Archives. . . . 

Bibliographies 

Circulation 

Classes and Tours • 

Collection Development 

Computer Searches 

Director 

Director's Secretary 

Government Publications • 

Interlibrary Loan .•• 

Media 

Night Supervisor 

Periodicals .•• 

Photocopy Service • 

Policy Questions 

Reference • . • . 

Reserves 

Seminar Room Reservations • 

Standing Orders . 

Table of Contents • 

Technical Services 

-Acquisitions 

-Cataloging 

Fr. Harrington. 

Mike Poma .•. 

• Gerry Chase, Kathy D'Agosta 

Mike Poma ... 

Lauralee Grabe 

Chris LeBeau 

Ray Means . 

Jo Browning 

Russ Warzyn 

Lynn Schneiderman 

Sharon McPherson. 

Sinora Garrett 

. LaVina Swanek, Terri Clark .. 

Jo Browning 

Ray Means . 

. Mary Nash, Chris LeBeau, 
Mike Poma, Russ Warzyn. 

Gerry Chase 

Registrar's Office. 

LaVina Swanek 

• LaVina Swanek 

. Lauralee Grabe. 

BettyAnn Evans, Doris O'Neill 

• Arnette Payne, Shirley Golden, 

2746 

2219 

• • 2218 

2219 

• 2216 

• • 1757 

2217 

2705 

2219 

• • 2219 

2627 

2627 

2228 

• • 2705 

2217 

2227 

2218 

• 2701 

2228 

2228 

2216 

2220 

Jeanette Hilton •.......•..• 2216 

Union Pacific Room Reservations . Jo Browning .........•..• 2705 

(Please feel free to add this page to your campus phone directory.) 



Kudos to the Library Staff 
Ray Means Exec Sec' y, Nebraska Library 
Association (NLA); Chair, University 
Grievance Committee; Membership Taskforce, 
Library Administration and Management, 
American Library Association; Secretary/
Treasurer, International Council of Library 
Association Executives; Admiral, "Great 
Navy of the State of Nebraska" (honorary 
appointment for service to Search Committee 
for Director, Nebraska Library Commission). 

Lauralee Grabe Technical Services Commit
tee, Eastern Library System (ELS). 

Jeanette Hilton President, NLA Parapro
fessional Roundtable. 

Mary Nash Chair, Tr i-Conference Program 
Committee, Mountain Plains Library/Nebraska 
Library/Nebraska Educational Media Associa
tions (MPLA/NLA/NEMA); Chair, ELS Library 
Directory Committee. 

Chris LeBeau Program Coordinator, Nebraska 
Online Users Group; Chair, Tri-Conference 
Meeting Rooms Committee, MPLA/NLA/NEMA. 

Mike Poma Cooperative Programs Committee, 
Nebraska State Advisory Council on Librar
ies; ELS Resource Committee; Co-Chair, 
Omaha National Library Week Committee; Edi
torial Committee, NLA Quarterly. 

Council Promotes Cooperation 
The Nebraska State Advisory Council on 

Libraries was established by the Nebraska 
Library Commission to provide guidance on 
various issues. These include statewide 
library development and cooperation, 
evaluation of regional library activities, 
and review of the Library Services and 
Construction Act (LSCA) in Nebraska. 

The Council, required by the federal 
government in states receiving LSCA funds, 
is presently composed of 21 members, 
representing all types of libraries, 
users, and perspectives on library issues. 

The Nebraska State 
Database program, 
funded by LSCA and 
state money, seeks 
to create a state
wide online catalog 

~--------------------~ as a resource shar-
ing tool, using a subset of the OCLC 
database described on the last page of 
this newsletter. This subset will be 
cheaper than OCLC as a whole, and thus 
affordable for many smaller libraries in 
Nebraska. 

Faculty interested in more information 
may contact Mike Poma, a member of the 
Council, at 2219. -Mike Poma 

Compact Disc-O Fever at the Library 
The speed and convenience of using CD

ROM technology to access information has 
taken the Library by storm, beginning with 
last year's purchase of the Business 
Periodicals Index. This fall the Library 
will offer three more CD-ROM products. 

Books in Print with Book Reviews Plus 
on CD-ROM will soon be available in the 
Technical Services Department. This source 
contains 770,00 titles, including chil
dren's books, from 21,000 publishers. It 
also offers complete book reviews from five 
library journals. Books in Print may be 
searched by author, title, series, subject, 
publisher, price, audience, year, and lan
guage. Criteria can be searched alone or 
in combination. Research and ordering is 
further enhanced by the system's ability to 
save, edit, and print the search results. 

The Library has also ordered the 
Readers' Guide on CD-ROM, from the same 
company that brought us the business index. 

The well-known Readers' Guide indexes 
general interest magazines ranging from 
Newsweek to National Geographic. Articles 
will be searchable by author, subject and 
journal name, alone or in combination. 

The u.s. Government Printing Office is 
even testing the CD-ROM. The Library has 
been chosen as a test site for selected 
census reports on CD-ROM. The first disc 
will have data for counties and retail 
trade data by zip code from the 1982 
agricultural and economic censuses. As a 
test site, the Library will provide 
critical feedback on the feasibility of 
distributing data in electronic format. 

Faculty are invited to use these CD 
products as they become available. For 
information about Books in Print, call 
Lauralee Grabe at 2216; for Readers' 
Guide, call Reference at 2227; and for the 
census data, call Russ Warzyn at 2219. 

-Lauralee Grabe, Mary Nash, Russ Warzyn 



Computer Search Corner 

Classroom Instruction Program 
to Begin 

In response to the growing interest in 
online databases as a research tool, the 
Library has been seeking ways to both 
increase availability of the service and to 
make it more affordable. Over the summer, 
the Library enrolled in DIALOG's Classroom 
Instruction Program (CIP) and will be 
monitoring its impact and success. 

The CIP is aimed at students; faculty 
do not qualify. Through formal classroom 
instruction students learn the scope and 
mechanics of the database related to their 
field of study. They are then entitled to 
a discounted connect hour rate of $15, 
which includes 
royalties. This 
over the regular 
$30-$300 per hour. 

telecommunications and 
is an enormous savings 
rates, which range from 

Classes from three departments-
Psychology, Biology and History--are 
targeted for fall semester. These have 
been selected because of: 1) the research 
requirements of the classes; 2) the 
prohibitive costs of the databases under 
the normal rate structure; and 3) the 
quality of the database. 

Since demand will be high but staffing 
and equipment 
expand slowly. 

limited, 
While 

the program will 
DIALOG hopes to 

garner future customers as these students 
enter the work force, the Library hopes to 
offer students better access to the latest 
information technology. -Chris LeBeau 

Oh Say Can You See ... OCLC 
Half the battle in 

project can be getting 
publications in hand. 
sources are available for 
and journals not held by 
Alumni Library. 

any research 
the necessary 
A variety of 
finding books 
the Reinert/-

Books and journals can be located in a 
database developed by the Online Computer 
Library Center (OCLC). Since the early 
1970's, OCLC has added over nine million 
records, each with a list of libraries 
owning the i tern appended. OCLC can only 
be searched by author or title, although 
subject access will be introduced in 1989. 
Better still, the Library presently 
absorbs all search fees for OCLC. 

The National Union Catalog can also be 
consulted for locations of books. At 
Creighton this source is available in a 
combination of fiche and bound volumes. 

Journals are found by using the 
Nebraska Union List of Serials ( NEULIST) 
or the University of Nebraska at Omaha 
serials list, both on fiche. For journals 
outside Nebraska, New Serial Titles is 
another useful tool. Questions concerning 
any of these sources may be directed to 
the Reference Department. -Mary Nash 
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"A library is not 

a luxury, but one of 

the necessities 

of life." 

- H. W. Beecher • 
Ill the Library 


