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Simply put, Patron-Driven Acquisitions (PDA)
allows library users to help determine which
electronic books are bought by the library.

Traditionally, books have been selected by faculty
and librarians with a view toward building subject
collections available “just in case” they are needed.
Students were rarely part of that process. Now, PDA
plans allows all library users to search the CLIC
catalog to find and identify needed books prior to
the library’s purchase of them. The library is then
able to borrow or purchase only the specific titles
that are actually used. In other words, “just in time.”

During the spring of 2011, the library initiated PDA
based on our approval plan with YBP, our major book
vendor. The approval plan profile is based on Library
of Congress classification, and can be made to include
or exclude any subject areas we wish. There are also
management mechanisms that allow us to exclude
textbooks, reference titles, specific publishers or books
priced above a ceiling of our choice.

Each month approximately 200 new titles are added
to the CLIC catalog. There are currently more than
9,000 PDA titles available, all of them recent,
front-list titles by major publishers. During January
2012, there were 10 loans and 4 purchases. Funds for
e-book purchases or loans come from the library’s
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general materials budget, and do not affect
allocations to academic departments. Briefly
browsing an e-book does not incur any cost, but
when 10 unique pages are read or any pages are
copied or printed, one short term loan is triggered.
The charge to us is 10% of the book’s purchase
price. Viewing a book’s front and back matter doesn’t
count. When the book is used a second time, a
purchase is triggered. Each time a purchase is
triggered, the library is notified, and we have the
ability to deny the purchase if we wish. Since last
May about 136 titles have been purchased and
added to the library’s permanent e-book collection.
In addition to PDA titles, we have access to dozens
of additional e-books that we have either purchased
or gain access to via subscription databases.

As budgets get tighter, the Patron-Driven
Acquisitions model is one way for us to ensure
that funds are spent on materials that are actually
used. The rapid growth of and interest in e-books
is fueling major changes in the way in which
libraries build their collections. We will continue
to monitor and evaluate usage patterns, and make
changes as needed.

Mike Poma
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Ebook Collections Available on the Project Muse Platform

Project Muse has provided electronic content
for the humanities and social sciences since
1995. Currently 504 journals are available on
the platform. In January 2012, Project Muse
launched a partnership with sixty-six university
presses and scholarly societies to provide ebooks
on the Project Muse platform. Publishers
include Fordham University Press, Georgetown
University Press, University of Iowa Press, and
University of Nebraska Press. The ebooks are
available in PDF format with unlimited users
and no restrictions on printing or downloading.
The Reinert Alumni Library has purchased

three ebook subject collections. Global Cultural
Studies (2011) includes 245 titles in the area of
American studies, ethnics studies, women’s and
gender studies, and other works defined as
contemporary cultural studies. Literature (2011)
includes 213 titles and Literature (2012) will
have a minimum of 250 titles. The Literature
collections contain literary criticism, literary
theory, and biographies of authors. Access to
the ebook titles will be available through
Project Muse, the library catalog, and Summon.

Sally Gibson

Sally Gibson

Content is King, but...

Differentiating between book chapters and
journal articles may become more difficult for
students as key journal platforms have begun to
host both types of content. Project Muse added
ebook content in January 2012 and JSTOR will
include ebooks beginning in the summer of
2012. JSTOR especially has been labeled as
the place to go for journal articles. While this
concept of a mixed format platform is not new
it may cause some initial confusion. In both
cases it will be possible to limit search results
by format. The benefit of including ebooks on
these platforms is the access to additional types
of scholarly materials.
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Did you know that faculty can use their department's
library allocation to lease or purchase films in digital
format for viewing over the web? Many educational
films and film segments are already available to
Creighton from the Films On Demand collection, but
additional titles are available from a variety of other
sources. The same provisions for ordering books apply
to streaming videos. For more information and a
directory of film producers, please visit the library
website and click on Faculty Services > Order Books
and Media.

Video to Go

The library has recently subscribed to the Resources for
College Libraries (RCL) database as a tool to enhance
our collection management capabilities. The result of
a unique collaboration between Choice, a publishing
division of ACRL, and bibliographic authority Bowker,
publisher of Books in Print, RCL covers the entire four-
year college curriculum and serves as a list of print and
electronic core titles that are essential for undergraduate
study. Over 75,000 titles in 117 subject areas are
featured, and can serve as a basis for undergraduate

New Database: Resources for College Libraries

Mary Nash

Mike Poma

Finding the right videos for your course – or the best
readings, for that matter – can consume valuable time.
The Liaison Librarians are glad to help faculty scout
for possibilities available from the Library, given a
description of what is needed. If you would like
assistance identifying videos, journal articles, books,
or subject encyclopedias, please call on your Liaison.
For directory information, click on Contacts and Help
> Subject Liaisons from the Reinert-Alumni Library
home page.

curriculum development, student research, reference
and collection development. The work of more than
400 subject editors, bibliographers, and referees, the RCL
database content is continuously updated. The database is
searchable by RCL subject, LC Classification Range,
Audience, Format, Awards, and date added to the
database. Choice reviews are also included.

In the fall of 2011 the library conducted a pilot
program in two sections of RSP 101. Online course
modules, developed by library staff, were imbedded
into Blueline. These course modules included: a video
tour of the library, tutorials on the proper use of
Boolean searching , an overview of Summon, the
library’s research databases, instruction on the
importance of evaluating information, and a unit
on plagiarism and proper citation of sources.

Library offers Blueline Course modules for RSP

Nathan Morgan

Students also completed assignments and
participated in online discussions about the peer review
process, topic selection, and the place of online
encyclopedias such as Wikipedia in the academic
research process. If you would like more information
about this project, or would like similar modules for
your Blueline course, please contact Nathan Morgan
at x2927 or nathanmorgan@creighton.edu.
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Now Open – The Simple Scan Station!

The library has implemented an easy-to-use
scanning, saving and sharing solution called
Simple Scan. The software guides you
through scanning and cropping books,
photos, class notes and more. You can save
your files to a flash drive as JPEG, TIFF,
PDF, WORD or HTML or email them to
yourself or others. The flatbed scanner has a
book edge to protect book and journal spines

Debra Sturges

from being damaged and the document
feeder (called a Bullet Scanner) scans both
sides of a document at an incredible speed!

There is no charge for scanning and you are
welcome to use the Simple San Station at any
time. It is located on the main level just in
front of the Circulation Desk.

“Study

•

Research

•

Relax”
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A usage study was conducted over a 3-week period
in February 2011. A total of 4,556 library patrons
were observed twice per day each day over the study
period and their location and activity were recorded.
The number of patrons observed was 4,556.

We found that 67% pf patrons were using computers
(either their own or a library-supplied computer),
30% were reading or studying without using a
computer, and 1.7% were napping. The remaining
1.3% were either viewing a film, talking on the
phone, or we were unable to determine their activity.
The majority of patrons (53%) were located on the
main level of the library, while 30% went to the
upper level and 17% to the lower level.

How is Reinert Used?

Debra Sturges

Patron Usage Patterns

Using Computers

Reading or Studying

Napping

Watching films/talking/unknown

67

30

1.7

1.3
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Professional Development Notes

Sally Gibson presented “Letting the Patron Drive.” at the Nebraska Library Conference in Lincoln on
October 7, 2011. Sally was also elected Vice-Chair/Chair Elect of the College & University Section of
the Nebraska Library Association.

Mary Nash is Chair, Nominating Committee, NLA College and University Section, Spring 2011
to present.

Chris Carmichael attended the Special Libraries Association’s (SLA) Leadership Conference in January
2011 and National Conference in June 2011, as President of the Nebraska Chapter of SLA and
Communications Director of the SLA Knowledge Management Division. On January 24, 2012,
Chris was part of a panel discussion on library services at the 5th Annual Conference for KM in
Medical Affairs in Philadelphia.

Staff Transitions
Rick Kerns joins the Reinert-Alumni Library
staff this spring as Reference Librarian and liaison
to the sciences. Rick comes well recommended
for his new position. He holds an M.A. in
Library and Information Science from the
University of Missouri, Columbia (2008) and
an M. S. in Forestry from the University of
Minnesota (2002). In addition to his educational
credentials, Rick has five years of experience

working in academic libraries, most recently
at the University of Northern Colorado. Rick
demonstrates an aptitude for technology
applications and customer service, which
he sums up by saying “I enjoy helping others
succeed.” Please join us in welcoming Rick and
his family to the Creighton community.

Arnette Payne
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