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Homily, 26 July 2009 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
2 Kings 4:42-44;  Ps 145;  Ephesians 4:1-6;  John 6:1-15 

 
 

● 

Several days ago I pulled into the driveway at the end of the workday and 
there was Janet, sitting on the front stoop. 

“Hi” she said with a big smile as I walked up the steps. “There’s something 
for you on the table.” 

I was a expecting a package, but I didn’t think it would come for a few days 
yet. So I gave her a quick kiss, walked into the house and up the stairs to the 
kitchen table. On the table were some magazines, part of yesterday’s paper, 
a book I left out that morning and all the other stuff that just always seems to 
collect there. Where was my package? 

Janet caught up to me, looked at me for a minute, and then said: “Richard, 
don’t you see the roses?” 

In a little vase on the table were two long-stemmed roses. 

Sometimes we don’t see the obvious because we are blinded by our 
expectations; then, as a result, we miss the deeper meaning as well. 

I had eyes, but I did not see. 

● 

In today’s Gospel reading Jesus wasn’t teaching the multitudes. He was just 
talking with his disciples. The people just showed up. They were looking for 
the prophet who performed mighty signs of healing. When Jesus finally 
looked up, the crowd had grown very large and they all had expectations. 
They thought they knew the man who stood before them. They wanted more 
signs. 

“There was a great deal of grass in that place” we are told. It was Passover – 
springtime – and the grass must have been lush and green. Jesus said to his 
disciples “have the people recline.” 
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“The Lord is my shepherd … 
 in verdant pastures he give me repose. 
(from the 23rd Psalm). 

Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed them to the crowd. He fed 
them all – five thousand people – with two fish and five barley loaves. 

Elisha said, “Give the barley loaves to the people to eat.” “For 
thus says the Lord, 'They shall eat and there shall be some left 
over.’”    
(from Second Kings, our first reading today) 

Who in the crowd read the signs? Did one person among them understand 
who Jesus truly was? 

“He is a mighty prophet” they said.” If we make him King he will keep us 
healthy and well fed.” 

They have eyes, but they do not see.  
They have ears, but they do not hear. 

● 

Well, we know who Jesus is!  Right!? 

Sometimes I wonder. It’s easy to fall into the trap that caught the crowd in 
Galilee. How often do we simply want, or expect, God to give us wealth and 
good health, as if he were simply some kind of super Santa Claus? 

God wants us to be saved, to have eternal life. He gives us all things to that 
end, and he gives them abundantly. I don’t think that means we will always 
receive health and wealth from God.  

After all, don’t we sometimes forget God when things are going well? 
Sometimes the more we have, the narrower our vision and the more selective 
our hearing. Jesus warned us about becoming to attached to our possessions. 

Jesus taught us to imitate his Father. If the Father gives to us in abundance, 
then we should give in turn.  

Jesus said people would recognize us as his disciples by our love for one 
another, our love for our neighbor … all of which flow from our love of 
God.  
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And he was quite specific about how this love would be made manifest: in 
acts of charity, in forgiving those who wrong us, in tending to the poor and 
the sick, in turning away from sin, and in prayer and fasting. 

He who has eyes, let him see.  He who has ears, let him hear. 

● 

I have been reading the signs of the times lately, and they aren’t good. 

Last week another friend was laid-off from his job. Another still can’t find a 
job after months of looking. The headlines in the paper read:  

• “Rent aid cuts to have a broad impact : housing options could shrink 
for low income families.” 

• “Skilled laborers face tough times : After a 15 year construction 
boom, jobs in Omaha are coming to an end and there’s nothing on the 
horizon.” 

• “Union Pacific says profits and revenue are down.” 
● 

God gives to us in abundance – and generosity is a sign of God’s presence in 
the world – that’s one of the messages in today’s readings. Of course, our 
means are limited and we can not give as God does. But that doesn’t mean 
we shouldn’t give. 

So you can only manage five barley loaves and a couple of fish – or a bag of 
rice and a few cans of fruit and a few more of vegetables – well that’s okay. 

Maybe you have some clothes that are in good shape that you don’t really 
need. Maybe you have ten bucks that you can do without.  
God asks us to do our best, not to do miracles. 

Some things you have received in abundance: forgiveness, compassion, 
love. Those you can always give generously. 

Through such signs as these, people will see the presence of God in our 
world. 

Even if it’s just a rose in vase on the kitchen table, eventually they will 
figure it out. 


