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While walking into the Boyne
Building one morning, I asked
a campus delivery person

how it was going. Rather than a typical
“good,” “fine” or some other benign
response, she stated
with strong and
sincere emphasis,
“I’m living the
dream and making
someone’s day with
every package I
deliver.”  

Although most of
us would not be
quite as vocal,
everyone at the
School of Dentistry
continues to work
with that same level of enthusiasm. We
strive to live up to our proud and
innovative history as a national resource
in dental education. Faculty, staff and
students each are doing their part to
ensure a bright future for the School and
profession with every “package” they
deliver.

As reported last spring, our Strategic
Pathways Initiative has resulted in
outstanding direction or Pathways for
the School. We have also completed an
analysis of the building and
infrastructure. We are currently using
the Pathways to map out our future
curriculum and link the curriculum and
facility needs together.

While much of our effort is directed
toward planning for our future, we are
not standing still in the meantime.
Several new initiatives at the School are
well-aligned with our Pathways. The
School has entered a new relationship
with OneWorld (formerly Indian-
Chicano Clinic) by establishing a
rotation at the state-of-the-art OneWorld
clinic in South Omaha. This rotation
supports our Community-Based
Education Pathway. We have initiated a
half-day per week clinical experience for
second-year students in line with our
Vertical Curriculum Pathway (see
“Sophomores Now Assist in the Clinic”

Dr. James Howard, Associate Dean for
Clinical Services and Director of Clinics, was
installed as the first holder of the Dr.
Edward J. “Eddie” and Neta DeRose
Endowed Chair in Dentistry at a Nov. 29
ceremony at the Lied Education Center for
the Arts on the Creighton campus.

Howard joined the Creighton faculty in
1995, following distinguished service in the
U.S. Air Force Dental Corps. As Director of
Clinics, he successfully balances the
educational needs of dental students with
patients’ clinical needs, resulting in the
development of well-trained dentists, as
well as improved oral health for those who
seek care at the school.

An advocate for the disadvantaged,
Howard’s interaction with underserved
patients has provided a model for Creighton
dental students in their development as
caring and socially responsible health care
professionals.

As a result of Howard’s efforts, Creighton
dental clinics now handle more than 48,000
patient visits a year for adult and pediatric
patients, many of whom have no other
access to dental health care. In 2002,

Howard’s testimony before the Nebraska
Legislature was instrumental in the state’s
continued Medicaid funding for adult
dentistry; Nebraska is one of only a few
states nationwide providing this care. In
2005, Howard opened clinic doors to

Brothers’ $1.5 Million
Gift Honors Parents

April 19-21, 2007

School of Dentistry
Reunion Weekend & Spring Dental Assembly

We are pleased to extend a special reunion invitation to our graduates from the Classes
of 1957, 1962, 1967, 1972, 1977, 1982, 1987 and 1997. Events include Continuing
Education, Welcome Reception, Alumni Mass followed by Anointing of Hands, the
School of Dentistry All Alumni Reception and Dinner, Alumni-Faculty-Student golf outing
and reunion class gatherings.

Watch for more information to follow.
For updates on the schedule of reunion events,
visit www.creighton.edu/alumni.

Save the Date
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Steven W. Friedrichsen, DDS
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article on Page 3). We are also midway
through the implementation of a new
clinical operating system (AxiUm by
Exan) that will support integration of
our patient records, radiography,
student evaluation system and
business office functions in a digital
format.

As alumni and friends of
Creighton University’s School of
Dentistry, you can be proud of the
“package” of outstanding dental
education that we deliver for our
students. You can be assured that we
will continue to move forward as we
enter our second century of
excellence in dental education. 

Hurricane Katrina evacuees, providing free
dental care to the displaced storm survivors.

Howard is a fellow of the Academy of
General Dentistry; the American College of
Dentists; the International College of
Dentists; and Omicron Kappa Upsilon, a
national dental honor society. He is also a
diplomate of the Federal Services Board of
General Dentistry and serves as an
infection-control consultant to numerous
organizations.

The DeRose chair was established through
a generous $1.5 million gift by Michael
DeRose, who graduated magna cum laude
from the Creighton School of Dentistry in
1982, and Dan DeRose, M.B.A., in honor of
their parents – Dr. Edward “Eddie” and
Neta DeRose of Pueblo, Colo.

Eddie DeRose earned a dental degree
from Creighton in 1961. Michael DeRose
joined his father’s practice in 1982. Between
1995 and 2006, a dental practice
management firm founded by the DeRoses
to improve access to care for the
underserved, especially children, known as
For Better Access or FORBA, grew to
provide oversight of 50 clinics in 17 states
throughout the United States.

Michael DeRose said his parents taught
him the value of hard work. He recalled a
humorous exchange he had with his father
upon graduation from dental school.

His dad told him: “You have young kids,
and I don’t want you to have to work as
hard as I have. So, I want you to work half-
days.” Then, after a pause, he added, “Do
you want the first 12 hours or the second 12
hours?” 

An excerpt from
Dr. Howard’s 
Inaugural Speech

John Sullivan, DDS’60, a part-time faculty
member in General Dentistry, was honored
by the Bellevue (Neb.) Public Schools for his
28 years of service on the Bellevue Board of
Education. The district presented Dr.
Sullivan with its Crystal Champions award
for his commitment to children in the
community.

School District
Honors Dr. Sullivan

In order to present information in
a more timely fashion, we have
revised our publishing schedule
from late fall to early winter and
from late spring to early summer.
You can also visit us on the web at:

http://cudental.creighton.edu

Dr. Howard Appointed DeRose Chair
Continued from Page 1

Dr. and Mrs. DeRose … it is with
great honor and sincere gratitude that I
thank you and your family for your
most generous gift of this endowed
chair.

I find it most fitting that you intend
the focus of the chair be directed
toward the care of the underserved, for
this is truly the heart and the mission of
Creighton University. And I believe it is
what makes our School of Dentistry
unique. For in addition to expecting
academic and clinical excellence from
our students, we emphasize social
responsibility that flows from respect
for the inherent dignity of every
individual.

The greatest challenge facing
dentistry today is in the growing
disparity in access to quality dental
care. Our aging population on limited,
fixed incomes and the influx of
uninsured immigrants to our nation
have added to the swelling ranks of
those without available health care.
And there is no one solution. But we,
who educate the health care providers
of the future, must play a pivotal role in
meeting this challenge. And in the
dental school, we are addressing this
in both direct and indirect ways.

From left, Michael DeRose, DDS’82;  Dr. Edward “Eddie” and Neta DeRose; and Dan DeRose gather
at the chair inauguration. Michael and Dan established the endowed chair with a $1.5 million gift in
honor of their parents. Endowed chairs are one of the priorities of the WILLING TO LEAD CAMPAIGN.

Also, when visiting our website,
you are encouraged to click on the
“Implant Information” link. The site
is the brainchild of Dr. Charles
Wilcox, Associate Professor of
Prosthodontics and Director of
Dental Implants for the School. Dr.
Wilcox’s dedication is one of the key
reasons why Creighton continues to
offer a nationally pre-eminent
implant experience for our dental
students.

Note to Our Readers
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Sophomore dental students are now
assisting juniors and seniors in the oral
diagnosis clinic every Friday afternoon
through the new “vertical learning”
Strategic Pathway, implemented by Dr. John
Shaner, Associate Professor of General
Dentistry.

Previously, only a small portion of the
sophomore class was assigned to the clinic.
Now, all sophomores are being exposed to
clinic procedures, infection control, patient
management and communication, grading
and records documentation by assisting in
General Dentistry, Endodontics,
Prosthodontics, Periodontics and the Acute
Care Clinic.

“This weekly clinic block assignment
should reinforce concepts delivered in
lecture and pre-clinic, helping to make the
transition this summer to the junior clinic
much easier, with much less anxiety,” Dr.
Shaner said.

Sophomores Now
Assist in the Clinic

Creighton dental student Katherine
Shadegg was a recipient of an annual
scholarship award from the Pierre Fauchard
Academy Foundation for 2006 for
outstanding academic achievements in
dentistry. She is flanked by Dr. Gary H.
Westerman, left, and the dean, Dr. Steven W.
Friedrichsen.

Fauchard Scholarship

The William W. McKee, D.D.S.,
Endowed Scholarship was recently
established by Dr. Donald and Peggy
Smith of Norfolk, Neb., to honor their
friend, Dr. William McKee, and to assist
students enrolled in the Creighton
School of Dentistry.

It is the donors’ firm hope and
expectation that the recipients of this
scholarship will continue to learn and
display the meaning of service and
servanthood embodied in Dr. McKee –
helping others realize their value, their
gifts and their freedom.

Dr. McKee is a decorated U.S. Marine
Corps veteran, having earned several

medals for meritorious service in
Vietnam. Dr. McKee operated a private
dental practice in Yuba City, Calif., prior
to his early retirement in 1996, brought
on by cervical spine problems. During
his years of dental practice, Dr. McKee
was engaged actively in improving his
practice, his service to patients and
himself. In 1995, he co-authored Clinical
Manual for the Treatment of Halitosis and
was selected to Who’s Who of
Outstanding Americans. As a
management consultant for Straine
Consulting, Dr. McKee has helped build
the practices of hundreds of dentists
throughout the United States.

McKee Endowed Scholarship Honors
Marine Corps Veteran, Friend

School of Dentistry alumnus Zach
Brumbach, DDS’02, and his wife, Hope,
spent five weeks in Ethiopia last summer,
serving with her parents, who are
missionaries in the impoverished African
nation. Brumbach provided dental care to
local residents and helped in the training of
a local “dental nurse.”

Alumnus Serves in Ethiopia

Junior Erin Millea, left, is assisted by sophomore student Matthew Larson.

From left, Dr.
Luke Matranga
(faculty), Dean
Friedrichsen,
Peggy and Dr.
Donald Smith,
Dr. William
McKee, and
student Jeremy
Patelzick.
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Several dental students spent an afternoon
visiting with residents of Omaha’s Mercy
House/Mason Apartments, a former school
converted into low-incoming housing
primarily serving Sudanese immigrants.

The students played kickball and checkers
with Sudanese children and shared stories
with the residents while eating pumpkin pie
and ice cream. “By the end of our time there,
we had made some terrific connections,”
said dental student Evan Young.

Other students who participated were
Neal Buffington, Danielle Ternes, Heather
Kivi, Bethany Jensen, Kami Knick, Kari
Bolen, Tina Carter and Theresa Tucker.

Students Visit Mercy House

Reaching Out to the Community School Installs
Digital Management
System in Clinics

The School is currently installing the
AxiUm digital clinic management system,
which will allow for the use of paperless
records and digital radiography. The system
is scheduled to “go live” in the pediatric
clinic in May and in the adult clinic in
August.

AxiUm is extensively customizable to
meet the School’s particular needs. Patient
accounts, billing and clinic management,
including treatment planning and
sterilization management, are incorporated
into one management system.

Data in the system will not only be used
for patient treatment, but will provide
information that will be invaluable in
clinical research.

The incorporation of AxiUm will allow
the School to more accurately manage
patients’ needs, as well as expose students
to the technology of the future.

Want some education in a fun and exotic
environment? Try a cruise of the Greek
Islands and Italy July 13-23 that includes
two, five-hour courses: “Synergy of
Interactive CT/Hard and Soft Tissue
Grafting” and “Implant Clinical Trials: What
We Have Learned that Can Help Your
Practice!” For more information, call (888)
273-6576 or (402) 280-5054.

Cruise and Learn

Twelve Creighton faculty participated in
the “Special Olympics, Special Smiles”
program held in conjunction with the
annual Special Olympics Nebraska Summer
Games, held on Creighton's campus.

Faculty participants were Drs. Gary
Westerman, Anne Aiello, Frank Ayers, Scott
Di Lorenzo, Dennis Higginbotham, Michael
Knauss, Nick Levering, Thomas Meng,
Dennis Nilsson, James Sheets, Mark Taylor
and Terry Wilwerding.

Non-invasive oral health screening, dental
hygiene education and nutritional
counseling were provided for more than 325
Special Olympic athletes. The event was

part of the “Olympic Village,” held in
Creighton’s Skutt Student Center.

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Nebraska
provided local sponsorship and volunteer
assistance. The program is conducted in
partnership with several national sponsors,
including Colgate Oral Pharmaceuticals and
Patterson Dental Supply, Inc. Dentists from
the Omaha District Dental Society, dental
students and residents from Creighton and
UNMC, dental assistants from the Omaha
Dental Assistant Association, hygiene
students from Iowa Western Community
College, and several community volunteers
assisted with the effort.

Bringing Smiles to Special Olympians

Above, Veronika Baur joins her dental student
friends in serving ice cream. Below, junior Neal
Buffington plays checkers with one of the young
residents.

Dr. Knowles Honored

Dr. Kenneth Knowles, former Chair and
Associate Clinical Professor of Endodontics,
was the recipient of Albertson College of
Idaho’s 2006 Distinguished Alumni Award.
He received the award at a banquet in
October.

Kutler Gift Assists with
New Clinical System

In memory of her husband, Benton Kutler,
DDS’45, Harriet Kutler provided the School
of Dentistry with a $50,000 donation to be
directed toward the new clinical
management system. Mrs. Kutler’s donation
was inspired by her husband’s devotion to
the finest clinical care and the most modern
methods of delivery. Dean Steven
Friedrichsen thanked Mrs. Kutler for serving
as an inspiration for others who wish to
partner with the School of Dentistry.
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Creighton dental faculty and students
participated in the second annual
Nebraska Mission of Mercy event in

September, providing free dental care to
nearly 1,800 people at the Heartland Events
Center in Grand Island, Neb.

Faculty participants were Drs. Gary
Westerman, Steve Biggs, Scott Shaddy, Ken
Hermsen and Nick Levering, along with
Teena Beehner, RDH. Student participants
were Katie Gerken, Mark McKenny, Danny
Gilbert, Chuck Scanlon, Francis Becker and
Jerry McManigal.

During the two-day event, more than 150
dentists, 80 dental assistants, 50 hygienists,
and 140 office staff and dental lab and
technicians transformed the Heartland
Events Center into a well-organized, high-
volume dental clinic, providing an estimated
$640,000 in free dental care. No one seeking
care was turned away.

The event was privately funded through
local and statewide donations. No local,
state or federal monies were involved. The
2007 Nebraska Mission of Mercy is
tentatively scheduled for Sept. 7 and 8 in
Norfolk, Neb.

Creighton
Participates in
Mission of Mercy

Six Creighton faculty members and six students were among those who provided care to those in need
at the Nebraska Mission of Mercy event.

From left, are juniors Jerry McManigal, Danny Gilbert, Chuck Scanlon and Mark McKenny.

Junior Francis Becker brings a smile to a young
patient.
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Alumni have responded generously to a
new Reunion Giving Program launched at
the School last year. Alumni gathering for
their 10- and 25-year reunions supported
their alma mater through class gifts.

Last year, the Class of 1981 raised $51,510,
while the Class of 1996 raised $7,850 for the
School. Reunion Giving co-chairs for the
Class of 1981 were Joe Barsetti and John
Meyer of Des Moines, Iowa, and John
Marcuzzo of Bellevue, Neb. Co-chairs for
the Class of 1996 were Jodee Schmaltz
O’Brien of Shakopee, Minn., and Chad
Ortmeier of Dodge, Neb.

This year’s Reunion Giving effort has
been expanded to include those alumni
celebrating their 20-year class reunion. The
School will celebrate its Reunion Weekend

Reunion Giving a Success
April 19-21 in conjunction with the Spring
Dental Assembly.

Reunion Giving co-chairs for this year are:
Class of 1982 – Matt Bednar, Johnston,

Iowa; Scott Davis, Idaho Falls, Idaho; Mike
DeRose, Pueblo, Colo.; Jeff Garvey, Omaha;
Kevin Horner, Sioux Falls, S.D.; and Terry
Lanphier, Omaha.

Class of 1987 – Jerri Donahue, Cheyenne,
Wyo.; Kevin Hansen, Phoenix, Ariz.; Eric
Hodges, Omaha; Robert Hogan, Omaha; Jay
Kappenman, Sioux Falls, S.D.; Tim
Kappenman, Sioux Falls, S.D.; and Richard
Stacey, Plattsmouth, Neb.

Class of 1997 – Mike Cunnington,
Nampa, Idaho; Tom Olson, Seattle, Wash.;
and Tim Wahle, Napa, Calif.

The Creighton School of Dentistry
joined with St. Margaret Mary
Church in Omaha to offer its support
of Tom Daly, the 17-year-old son of
Molly and Don Daly of Omaha, who
suffered a heart attack in April while
doing lawn work. Molly Daly is a
dental hygienist at the School.

A spaghetti dinner, silent auction
and raffle held at St. Margaret Mary
raised more than $38,000. The junior
class pitched in to purchase a quilt
raffled off at the event. They then
presented the quilt, created by Mary
Ann Urban, a patient account
specialist at the School, to Molly.
Plans are under way to display the
quilt at the School.

Teena Beehner, RDH, Assistant
Professor of General Dentistry,
reports that Tom, who is at the
Quality Living rehabilitation facility
in Omaha, is doing better but
progress is discouragingly slow.

Creighton Reaches
Out to a Colleague

This fall, Dr. Mark Latta, Associate
Professor of General Dentistry and Associate
Dean for Research, was the only U.S. dentist
to be part of an international panel in
Dublin, Ireland, for a program titled “A
Satellite Symposium on Dental Adhesives.”
He also presented an all-day continuing

School Receives
Blue Cross,
Blue Shield Gift
Marvin Dvorak, DDS’64, a member of the
board of directors at Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of Nebraska, selected Creighton’s
School of Dentistry to receive a $4,000 gift in
his name as part of the company’s Board
Directed Contributions Program. The
donation will be applied to the Dr. Benton
Kutler Memorial Fund, which honors the
late Omaha dentist and 1945 dental school
graduate. The Kutler Fund helps defray the
costs of providing care in the School’s clinic
for patients who do not have the means to
pay for the services.

Dr. Latta Part of International Panel

Dr. John Shaner was invited to speak at
the American Dental Association meeting in
Las Vegas this past fall. Dr. Shaner gave a
two-and-a-half hour presentation on dental
consequences of methamphetamine abuse to
a capacity audience of more than 388
dentists. Dr. Shaner has been invited to
speak at this year’s ADA meeting in San
Francisco.

Dr. Shaner Speaks
at ADA Meeting

education program, titled “New Restorative
Materials and Techniques: Miracles or
Myths,” in Ann Arbor, Mich., for the
Michigan Dental Association, and a half-day
program on “Maximizing Success with All-
Ceramic Materials” at the University of
Iowa.

Creighton alumnus Todd Haft, DDS’93,
was featured in the Arizona Daily Star as a
recipient of a Ben’s Bell, a local award given
to those who make their community a better,
kinder place to live. Haft was nominated by

Newspaper Honors Alumnus for Service to Community
employees at Sierra Tucson, a drug-
treatment center in Tucson, Ariz., for
volunteering his professional services to
provide a needy patient with a beautiful
new smile.


