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2000 Legislative Reception 
Dig out your new 2000 Calendar. 
Hang on to your wallets and your sanity - the State 

Legislature is a few weeks from being in session. 
The NDA's annual Legislative Reception is scheduled for 

Tuesday, January 25, 2000. The site for this popular social 
event is The Nebraska Club, high atop U.S. Bank in 
downtown Lincoln (13th & M Streets). Festivities begin at 
5:30 p.m. and conclude around 7:30 p.m. The cost to NDA 
members is $10 for a single ticket and $15 for a couple. The 
NDA picks up the tab for an open bar and a variety of hot 
and cold hoI'S d'oeuvres. 

In recent years, our guests have included 25-30 state 
senators, the Governor, the Lieutenant Governor, the 
Secretary of State, and other state officials. 

This is our big chance to meet and greet senators and 
government officials "one on one." 

The more dentists who attend this reception the better. 
Make your reselvations now and encourage a colleague to 
attend. It's a fun evening and a wise investment of your 
time. 

Call the NDA ASAP to make your reservations. Our goal 
is to have dentists outnumber guests. Call the DA 1-800
234-3120 (outside Lincoln) 476-1704 (in Lincoln). 

Mark Your Calendars! 
West District Meeting 

Plan to attend the fall meeting of the West District on 
September 15 & 16. The meeting will be held at the Gering 
Civic Center and will feature Dr. Anthony Gallegos speaking 
on Esthetic Dentistry. Join your colleagues and plan to attend! 

5 District Meeting 
The fall 5 District meeting will be held on Monday, 

October 9 at the Interstate Holiday Inn in Grand Island. Dr. 
Debra Stewart will be speaking on "Dental Potpourri: 
Expanding the Duties of the Dental Team." This year there will 
also be a Practice Management Course. Mr. Tim Peterson will 
speak on "The Ten Greatest Gifts." 

Both of these meetings will offer quality C.E. at a great 
price. Plan to bring your staff and join your colleagues. 

We Need Nominations 
HaU ofFame & Outstanding New Dentist 

In a few weeks, the Officers of the NDA will elect one or 
several members to the NDA's Hall of Fame. Your assistance is 
needed in the nominating process. Generally speaking, two or 
three members are selected to this honor. They can be current 
members or former members who are now deceased. Name 
submitted in the past are carried over for future consideration. 
However, don't let that fact stop you from submitting a name. 
Please include any information you believe peltinent to the 
nomination process. If you need a list of who is already in the 
Hall of Fame or has received the New Dentist Award, give the 

DA office a call. 
The second category for which we are seeking nominations is 

the New Dentist Award. Nominees must have graduated during 
the past 10 years (1990 or later), be active in organized dentistry 
and serve the community in some positive manner. Again, names 
are "carried over" but a second or third letter on behalf of a new 
dentist is appreciated by the Selection Committee. 

Attention AGD Members 
by TBassett 

This past year you may have received notice from 
the AGD that CE hours from the NDA's Annual Session weI' 
not accredited. 

Here's the scoop - the proper form and $ $ $ from 
the NDA to the AGD was not mailed. 

The NDA has applied for and received credit 
retroactively for the past one and a half years. 

The courses you attended at the NDA's 1998 and 
1999 annual meetings should now be accepted by AGD. Our 
apologies for any unpleasantries this may have caused. 

IN THIS ISSUE
 
New Law Estimate of Allowable Benefit 

2000 Legislative Goal ..Hospital Anesthesia Insurance 

UNMC Dental College The ew Dean 

February is NCDHM Don't Forget 

Plus a bunch of articles we found towards the end of 1999 
(or was it 1998?) that we had put aside (or misplaced). 

A NEWSLETTER SERVING THE DENTISTS OF NEBRASKA
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A Message from the President
 
GOOD THINGS ARE HAPPENING AT YOUR NDA 

HeaUh Insurance For NDA 

After more than a dozen years health insurance will 
soon be available to NDA members and their employees. It has 
the endorsement of and active participation by the DA. Our 
Council on Insurance, chaired by Dr. Jim Jenkins are velY 
positive in their SUPP011 of this new plan. It will also offer a 
medical savings account (MSA) plan to our members. 

-A Mentoring Program-

Dr. David Blaha is implementing a mentoring program 
for sophomore dental students are D.N.L. This class, to their 
credit, asked us for such a program. They wisely pointed out 
that they would benefit from it and that it would help students 
appreciate the value of ADA membership. 

-Getting To Know Our State Senators-

On Tuesday January 25th, NDA members will meet 
with state senators and other government officials for an 
informal reception in Lincoln from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm. Our 
lobbyists, Larry Ruth and Bill Mueller, appreciate the value of 
the friendships that are established and renewed at th.is annual 
proven event. Please attend - you will enjoy it and be helping 
our profession. 

-Dental Medical Changes in Nebraska Applauded 
Again-

In recognition of the improvements in the Nebraska 

Dental Medicaid Program, Tom 
Bassett has been asked to speak to 
the Iowa - Nebraska Primary Care 
Association meeting in Newton, 
Iowa in January. He will tell them 
how the hard working Medicaid 
Committee and our cooperative 
state administrators were able to 
make possible welcome changes. 

-The Drive For New Members Dr. Benton Kutler 

Continues 

In November, Dr. Ken Hermsen and Deb Ozenbaugh, 
our NDA finance and membership coordinator, attended the 
ADA's membership conference. Both Ken and Deb came back 
from the meeting enthused with the ideas and inspirations they 
received on how to improve membership numbers. 

-Outstanding Efforts by the Committee on the New 
Dentists Continues -

Dr. Brett Thompson's New Dentists Committee 
continues to do an exemplary job. After attending the 1999 
annual conference in ashville, Tennessee Brett says that the 
committee has set even more goals for this year. 

This committee has also developed a superb 
handbook that has a wealth of information regarding resources 
for the new ebraska dentist to use in developing his or her 
practice. Great for not so new dentists also. 

Have a Happy Tooth Thousand Year! 

Hospital Anesthesia 
Insurance Coverage 
by Larry Ruth, NDA Lobbyist 

Last year the NDA drafted and supported L.B. 454, 
legislation to require insurance companies to include in 
medical insurance contracts coverage for anesthesia and 
hospital charges for those children and disabled who 
require hospitalization for dental procedures. Many of you 
assisted in this effort. We were unsuccessful as the 
insurance industry and the business community fought it 
as a mandated benefit which would raise the 
cost of insurance. 

We are trying again this year with some changes in 
the bill and with more information as ammunition, along 
with efforts from more dentists in explaining the need to 
their senators. In preparation for this effort, we would like 
to ask for your assistance. 

We are gathering evidence of the need for this 
legislation. We need examples of (1) patients who have 
the need for dental care in a hospital setting, (2) who have 
medical insurance, but (3) have been denied coverage for 

anesthesia and hospital costs because of an exclusion in 
coverage for dental services, and (4) did not receive 
needed care, or were greatly delayed. 

The legislative bill this year will be more narrowly 
drafted. The essential element is the requirement that 
group medical insurance includes coverage for the costs of 
general anesthesia and facility charges (but not dental 
charges) when dental care must be prOVided in a hospital 
setting. The required coverage would only apply to 
children seven or under, or other patients who are 
developmentally disabled or medically compromised. The 
determination of such medical necessity would be made 
by the treating dentist and primary care physician. • 

We continue to meet with sponsors of the bill, and 
senators on the Legislature's Banking, Commerce and 
Insurance Committee who will hear the bill when it 
comes up for a hearing. We also have met with 
representatives of insurance companies as we seek to fmd 
common ground so that these children and disabled 
people will not go untreated. 

If you would like to be involved with this project, 
or have an especially meaningful story to tell, please call 
Larry Ruth at 402-434-3399. 
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2000 Dues Statements 
It's that time again. Oh for joy! In early December, 

members should have received their dues statements for 
2000. As in the past, they are due January 1, 2000 and 
delinquent after March 30,2000. The NDA's remain the 
same as last year. $300. However, the ADA's have 
increased from $382 to $395. 

Something for you and your accOlmtant to know is the 
percentage that's not deductible because of lobbying 
activities. It's 8.4% for the ADA and 7.7% for the NDA. 

The NDA's Officers and Trustees would like to 
encourage members to support the Relief Fund with a $10 
contribution, join NEDPAC/ADPAC, and pay your spouse's 
dues to be a member of the Alliance. 

Your membership in organized dentistry is important. 
We encourage you to not only rejoin but to invite a non
member to join as well. As with anything, there is strength 
in numbers. 

NDA Accepts Credit Cards 

Dues may be paid with VISA or Master Card. If you 
choose this option and have a card issued by MBNA, 
please use that card. The NDA pays a much lower fee 
thanks to our endorsement of the MBNA credit card. 

Need Answers 
to your 

Insurance Questions 
• Professional &

• Disability Income 
General Liability 

• Office Overhead 
Insurance

• Comprehensive 
• Office Coverage 

Medical 
• Workers 

?...
• Long Term Care 
Compensation 

Call the Professionals 
Bob & Marilyn Diers 

Over 700 Nebraska
 
Dentists Now Insured
 

J{aro/d :Diers &- Compa'!!l 
11635 Arbor, Suite 230 

Omaha, Nebraska 68114 
391-1300 1-800-444-1330 
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~'eome to the 132nd Annuli' Session Of
 

The NEBRASKA DENTAL ASSOCIATION
 

"Team Dentistry:
 
•Working Together in the New Millennium" 

April 9-11, 2000 Holiday Inn Central Omaha, Nebraska 

Sunday. April 9th Monday. April 10th 
William EWaggoner, DDS, MS Terry Donovan, DDS 

"Timely Tips for Treating Tots" - a "Update on Esthetic Restorative 
course for the entire dental team! This Dentistry". This 6-hour presentation 
program is designed for the dental will delineate the procedures essential 
team to understand the special for success with conventional and 
behavioral and dental issues of children contemporary adhesive restorative 
from infancy to adolescence. Learn to dentisuy. Dr. Donovan will provide a 
build a strong family patient base by comparative evaluation of many of the 
providing state-of-the-art pediatric newer products on the market, with an 
selvices. Dr. Waggoner is in private emphasis placed on clinical 
practice in Las Vegas, evada and is a diplomat of the manipulation of these products. Dr. Donovan received his DDS 
Am rican Board of Pediatric Dentistry. He has lectured from the University of Alberta in 1967 and his Certificate in 
nationally and internationally and is published in numerous Advanced Prosthodontics in 1981. He has published 
professional journals. A valuable topic for the whole team. extensively and has lectured worldwide. 
(6 hours CE) (6 hours CE) 

Tuesday. Aprll11thSunday. April 9th 
Mary Kay Slowikowski G. Lynn Powell, DDS 

"Teambuilding: The Art "Lasers in Dentistry: Principles and
 
of Clear Communication",
 Clinical Applications" 
This presentation will Dr. Powell is a 1968 graduate of the
 
emphasize that individual
 University of Washington and currently
 
and organizational needs
 is a professor in the Division of Dental
 
are better satisfied when
 Education, Dept. Of Pathology at the
 
people work together as a
 University of Utah School of Medicine.
 
mutual upport group.
 His course will help participants acquire
 
Also she will illustrate how
 a basic understanding of lasers used in
 
to develop synergy, blend strengths and enhance
 dentistry. Research results, safety 
interpersonal skills by focusing on communication aspects and clinical applications will be discussed as well as 
techniques that get results. Ms. Slowikowski is an clinical cases presented. Advantages and disadvantages of 
internationally known speaker and trainer, the first female laser procedures will be reviewed and the latest information 
motivational speaker to appear on national PBS. Her power on lasers for endodontics and pulpotomies. (4 hours CE) 
packed presentation will make a lasting impression on you 
and your staff. 
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National Children's 
Dental Health Month 
National Children's Dental Health Month began as a one

day event in Cleveland, Ohio, on February 3, 1941. During 
that year, February 3-7 was designated as Children's Dental 
Health Week in Akron, Ohio. 

The American Dental Association held the first national 
observance of Children's Dental Health Day on Februaly 8, 
1949. The single day observance became a weeklong event 
in 1955. And in 1981, the program was extended to a month
long celebration known today as ational Children's Dental 
Heatlh Month. 

Since 1941, the observance has grown from a two-city 
event into a nationwide program. NCDHM messages reach 
m.illions of people in communities across the country and at 
numerous armed service bases. Local observances often 
include poster, coloring and essay contests, health fairs, free 
dental screenings, museum exhibits, classroom presentations 
and dental office tours. 

The theme for this year's campaign is "Healthy Smiles are 
Out of This World!" Attitudes and habits established at an 
early age are critical in maintaining good oral health 
throughout life. By participating in the annual celebration of 

ational Children's Dental Health Month, the dental team, 
parents, teachers and others can help keep children's smiles 
beautiful now and for years to come. 

For the 12th straight year, the NDA is sponsoring a 
statewide dental health poster contest for all 5th grade 
students. Nearly 10,000 posters have been submitted since the 
contest began. The deadline for submitting posters for the 
2000 competition is January 19th. 

IUjl'l'Y ~fW VfjR!
 
'::Z~~~ 

Please Complete These Survey's 
Survey #1- In December, Nebraska dentists received a 

survey from the Medicaid Division of the Department of 
Health and Human Services. Please complete and return 
this survey. 

The Medicaid Division needs to know how 
prepared or unprepared ebraska dentists are for the new 
CDT 3 codes and claim forms. 

Also, data gathered will help chart the course for 
future acceptance of electronic claims submission. 

Survey #2- In coming days all ebraska dentists will be 
asked to complete a survey which is a joint effort of the 
NDA, Creighton, UNMC and the State Health Department. 
As far as the NDA is concerned, there are some manpower 
issues that of great interest. Also, some speciality issues are 
in need of addressing. This survey will be helpful to the 
NDA and both dental schools. 

Thank-you!! 

Healfhq smiles 
are out Of 
this Worldr 

--
~~ 

o brush and "oss each daq e eat nutritious foods e visit qour dentist regularlq 
© 1999 AmeriaIl DoataI Asso<ialion 

ODDS Volunteers Needed 
by Deb West, DDS. President ODDS 

By the time you read this, the hubbub of the Holidays will be over and 
we will have started a new Century. 

The ODDS has many activities this month. Please mark your calenoars 
and plan to panicipate. The Legislative Reception is Tuesday Jan. 2'5. Call 
the NDA for reservations. This is a great way to talk to our senators about 
issues Dentistry is concerned about, not to mention il is a very nice evening. 
Kid's Explore is Jan. 21-23 at the Civic auditorium. Gary Westerman and Eric 
Hodges are heading up this event. ~y are looking for some volunteer'. 
Please <.'Onsider spending time at our booth. Your help is much appreciated 
and you'll have a great time. 

J hope you all survived the Y2K bug!
 
Until next time!
 

Deb
 

If You Sign It, You Agree 
In recent weeks, several NDA members have asked 

the central office to advise fellow members to read, then re
read contracts from dental insurance companies. It seems 
that in several instances the cover letter that accompanies 
the contract doesn't match the wording in the contract. Are 
you signing up for the insurance company's plan as 
described in the letter or are you signing up for every 
dental plan offered by the company? That is the question. 

A quick check with one of our favorite attorneys 
garnered us this advice. The dentist has to make his/her 
own decision (to sign or not to sign) based on their 
research. They do this by talking to therr attorney, their 
accountant and their colleagues. Also, contractual language 
can often be interpreted in more than one way -that'S how 
some lawyers make a very good liVing. 

After you sign a contract is not the best time to start 
asking questions about its content. 
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New Members, Phone #s, Addresses 
Please Keep Us Updated re: new addresses, new phoneThenandNow 

1950 

Hourly minimum wage $.75 

~verage annual income $3,515 

Car (new) $1,800 

Shoes $5.00 

House $16,000 

Gasoline (per gallon) $.20 

Movie $.25 

read $.16 

Total statellocal taxes per capita $190.00 

Total property taxes $107,576,591 

Hogprices/100 wt. $17.70 

ifprices/l00 wi. $25.20 

Corn prices/bushel $1.45 

Com busbelsper acre 36 

Total number offanns 107,000 

verage size offarm (acres) 

State population 1,325,510 

Omahapopulation 366,395 

Birth rate (per 1000) 24.6 

umber ofpersons 15·65 846,351 

Number ofpersons 65+ 130,379 

1998 

$5.15 

$21,801 

$17.995 

$50.00 

$127,000 

$1.09 

$6.50 

$1.76 

$2,531.13 

$1,471,472,836 

$18.20 

$57.10 

$1.90 

145 

51,000 

885 

1,578,000 

670,000 

14.2 

984,000 

228,000 

% ;nere~ 
(tleerellSe) 

586.7% 

520.2% 

899.7% 

900.0% 

693.8% 

445.0% 

2500.0% 

1000.0% 

1232. 

1268.0% 

2. 

126.6% 

31.~ 

302.8% 

-52. 

99.8% 

19.1~ 

82.9% 

·42,3% 

16.3% 

74.9% 

numbers, or corrections in the membership directory 

New Addresses/Corrections 
Please change in your NDA Membership Directory 

Dr. Reg 1. Gartner Dr. Harry Linch 
5688 N~ebb Road 1469 Satsuma St 
Grand Island, NE 68803 Clearwater, FL 33756 
308/384-1763 

Dr. Salvatore Nocita 
Dr. Ralph M. Dwornik 924 Polara Circle 
1520 East Manor Drive Nebraska City, NE 68410 
Lincoln, NE 68506 402/873-3111 
402/488-9144 

Dr. Darrel Moreland 
Dr. Joseph Troia 3110 South 99th Avenue 
2302 Madison Omaha, NE 68124 
Bellevue, NE 68005 402/397-2212 
402/291-2700 (H) 

Dr. Mark Driscoll 
Dr. Donald ~. Sattem 2217 W. 12th 
1118 South 181st Plaza Hastings, NE 68901 
Omaha, NE 68130 402/463-3069 
402/431-8770 

Dr. John Albers 
Dr. Edward 1. Fung Box 248 
15248 ~. Maple Road Humphrey, NE 68642 
Omaha, NE 68116 402/923-1231 
402/493-5551 
Fax: 402/493-5551 Dr. Jennifer Greder 

1113 N. nnd St 
Dr. Teny ~hitten Omaha, NE 68114 
PO Box 225 402/558-6220 
Sabetha, KS 66534 

Dr. Robert Prososki 
304 ~. 39th Street 
Kearney, NE 68845-2804 
308/237-7516 

• n n. •• 

DENTAL
 
ASSISTANTS
 ..............
 
w • • K 

March 5.11, 2000 
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Tips For Healthy Backs
 
Back and neck injuries can decrease the longevity of a career 

in dentistry and patient care, according to an article in the 
July/August 1999 issue of the Journal of Dentistry for Children. 

To maintain a healthy back and neck, dentists must assume 
a position in the operatory that is supportive to the spine, 
writes Frank Kendrick, DMD, MS, who offers some advice on 
proper placement of the child patient's chair and of the dentist. 

The child patient's chair should be flat, resembling a bed, 
notes Kendrick. The foot of the chair may also be raised 
slightly higher than the head, allowing gravity to help maintain 
the child in position. This position also allows easy view of 
both dental arches. The operator's stool should be placed so 
the operator's thighs are parallel to the floor, with his or her 
legs easily passing under the headrest of the patient's chair. in 
this position, the operator should not have to lean 
over the chair. 

The child patient's position in the chair, or the position of 
the chair itself, can be problematic for the dentist. Kendrick 
lists a few examples of poor positioning, which can strain the 
back and neck: 

- The operator leans far over the dental chair because the 
child is several inches away from the superior edge 
of the headrest. 

The operator's neck bends in order to look at the 
maxillalY arch, because the child's chin is tucked in tightly 
against his chest. 

- The chair position is not flat to maintain the child's back 
parallel to the floor, causing the operator to lean awkwardly 
over the chair and twist his back and neck to visualize the 
dental arches. 

These circumstances can calise the cervical spine to be 
extended to the limit of its range of motion. 

"If the child is not located at the superior edge of the chair, 
then there is an extension of the distance from the operator's 
eyes to the area of the operation. This causes a maintained 
and strained flexion of the upper and/or cervical spine. The 
result can be a load-elicited pain," Kendrick writes. 

Attention to certain precautions can prevent episodes of 
back or neck pain, Kendrick says. "Try these simple 
recommendations while managing your child patient. Make 
your back happier and your practice life longer," he notes. 

Office "Wisdom" For 2000? 
The light at the end of the tunnel has been turned off due 

to budget cuts. 

If you do a good job and work hard, you may get a job with 
a better company someday. 

Plagiarism saves time. 

TEAMWORK....means never having to take all the blame 
yourself. 

We put the "k" in "kwality" 

If you can stay calm, while all around you is in chaos... then 
you probably haven't completely understood the situation. 

Insurance Company Estimate 
Of Allowable Benefits 
by Larry Ruth, NDA Lobbyist 

Insurance companies proViding medical or prepaid dental 
service plan coverage based upon a specific methodology 
(such as usual and customary charges) must give a good faith 
estimate of allowable benefits upon request. This requirement 
is a little-known provision in a bill passed last legislative 
session dealing with demutualization of insurance companies, 
filing of annual financial statements by insurance companies 
and other "clean up" matters. 

The provision requiring an estimate of allowable benefits 
was sought by the Depaltment of Insurance. In testimony 
before the committee, Insurance Director Tim Wagner said 
"What this initiative does is require an insurer to provide an 
individual with a good faith estimate of what is usual and 
customalY prior to that individual using a noncontracted 
provider. ....What we think can happen.... .is that people can 
take a more active role in making informed decisions about 
whether or not to use a contracted or noncontracted provider." 

The procedure for obtaining the estimate is for the policy
holder or authorized representative to request it, and to 
provide information of the service to be performed by the 
nonpreferred provider (along with any service or procedure 
code or diagnosis related group from the proVider), and the 
provider's estimated charge. 

The estimate of allowable benefits must be sent to the 
policyholder or authorized representative in 10 days. The 
insurer is not bound by the good faith estin1ate unless a pattern 
of underpayment develops. 

Congrats, Thanks, Etc. 
Congratulations to Dr. Richard Bradley of Lincoln. Dick 

was installed as President-Elect of the American College of 
Dentists while in Hawaii. Congrats on this great honor! 

Dr. Tim Jacobs of Grand Island was featured in an alticle 
last month in the Grand Island Independent for his work with 
Head Start. Tim was praised for his donated time and services. 
Keep up the good work! 

Congrats to Becky Wisell, with the Board of Dental 
Examiners, who recently was selected as the new Section 
Administrator for the Medical and specialized Heatlh Section of 
the Credentialing Division for 11 years and is well deserving. 
Congratulations on your promotion! 

Kudos to Anne Morrison of Omaha who was installed as 
District VI Trustee of tl1e Alliance of the American Dental 
Association in Hawaii. Anne also selves as an officer on the 
state level. Thanks Anne for your commitment. 

Congratulations to Ms. Heidi Stark from UNMC who won 
3rd place in one of the categories in the ADA/Dentsply Student 
Clinician Program in Hawaii. Congrats! 

Congratulations to Dr. Dave & Denise Manary of North 
Platte. They received the 1999 Tree Planting Award from the 
Natural Resources Districts for their extra efforts in the pursuit 
of resources. Since 1985 they have planted 4,223 trees and 
shrubs on land once owned by Dave's grandparents. The land 
is 10 miles northwest of North Platte. The Twin Platte Natural 
Resources Districts have been "great partners" in Dave and 
Denise's efforts. Way to go!! 
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PUITING
 

FINESSE 
~ 

r 

YOUR 
PATIENTS
 

BEITER
 
FOUNDATION 

All Beautiful,
 
All Ceramic,
 
All Smiles.
 
Imagine one porcelain for all your
 

ceramic restorations. We have!
 

For beauty and compatibility within the 

oral environment, the Finesse Low-

Fusing Porcelain System is now the 

standard in our laboratories. 

1-800-831-0936 
Call today! 

Au:-CERAMIC 

BILLINGS JAEGER PROFESSIONAL'ra". DENTAL DENTAL DENTAL 
.....P. :TOIlIES LABORATORIES COMPANY COMPANY ~ _--",O=maha. NE.__........;::G;;.;:;ra;,;,;:nd_ls_lan;,;;:d~. ~~~_~~~
N=E_-=S:.:..::io:=ux City. IA 
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Greetings from HHS Dental Division
 
Happy New Year! As we are putting away the Christmas 

decorations, my oldest son is ankle deep in new toys that 
were part of his mile long wish list. What the heck is a 
Pokemon anyway? 

I would like to take a moment to share with you my "wish" 
for this New Year. If I could have one wish it would be that 
every child in the great state of Nebraska would be cavity free. 
I know it is a big wish but I also believe, with all of my heart, 
that it can happen. We have so many resources available to 
treat, or better yet, prevent tooth decay that there are no 
reasonable excuses why this wish is not granted. 

A goal of the Nebraska Department of Health & Human 
Services/Dental Health Division for the Year 2000 is to come 
closer to granting this wish. We are striving to educate parents 
& care givers on early preventive oral health care. The earlier 
habits begin, the sooner they will be able to teach their 
children of lifetime good dental health. 

I wish all of you a happy, healthy & safe new year. If 
someone knows what a Pokemon is let me know! 

Jill Mart; CDA 
34262ndAvenue, Kearney, NE 68847 
(308) 865-5606 

The Western Office 
The "Top Ten" has been a popular way to classify 

things for many years. The first "Top Ten" that I remember 
was "The Hit Parade" featuring the top ten songs of the week. 
The "Top Ten" has also been popular as a tool in evaluating 
the standings of sports' teams. (Husker fans know that quite 
well!) As I have been presenting dental health education to 
new or expectant mothers and care-givers, I have utilized the 
"Top Ten" idea also. I inform them of the "Top Ten" things 
every mother should know to prevent dental disease. 

1. Visit the dentist. 
2. Check the status of conU11Unity drinking water for 

fluoride content. 
3. Clean baby's mouth and teeth daily. 
4. Water only in the baby bottle at bedtime. 
5. Take baby to the dentist when teeth appear. 
6. Determine if supplemental fluoride is needed. 
7. By age 1, discontinue baby bottle use. 
8. Encourage healthy eating habits. 
9. Prevent oral/facial injuries. 
10. Follow special considerations for children with special 

health care needs. 
Making sure that children get a healthy stalt in life is 

a goal for the Nebraska Department of Healtl1 & Human 
Services, Dental Health Division. Educating mothers and care
givers about the "Top Ten" prevention tips is the best way to 
reach the first teachers the children will have; their parents. 
Early exposure to dental health education, treatment, and 
preventive care has proven effective in establishing the 
building blocks of health. 

Denise Brill, CDA 
4500 Ave 1, Scottsbluff, NE 69361-0872 
(308) 632-1359 

From the Lincoln Office, Dr. Kimberly McFarland 

Grant writing and dental screenings have been the main 
focus of the dental health activities in the Eastern Regional 
Office. Several access grants are being written to assist local 
communities in identifying new ways to improve dental 
health. The Omaha area has been successful in writing and 
receiving funding for a Volunteers in Dental Care grant. Sister 
Eileen Lantzy of the Hope Medical Outreach Coalition is 
coordinator for the grant which is designed to match 
Volunteer dentists with eligible patients who have no otl1er 
means of care. For more information please call (402) 354
6374. 

Another project is the COI1U11unity Health Endowment fund 
of Lincoln which has approximately $1.5 million of funding 
available for health projects in Lancaster county. Several 
dental health grants are currently being written and topics 
include early child caries prevention, sealants and tobacco 
cessation. Please let us know if you have an interest in these 
or additional projects. The application deadline is January 21, 
2000. 

Dental screenings have been occurring throughout the 
Eastern Region of the state including Valparaiso, Lincoln and 
Omaha. On average, apprOXimately 20% of the school 
children screened have a dental need. Take home sheets are 
sent home to the child's parents informing them of the need 
to visit their family dentist. School nurses are asked to provide 
follow-up for children with emergency dental needs. If you 
or your staff would like to assist with some of tl1e dental 
screenings or the follow-up care, please let us know. We 
would be happy to work with you. 

Kimberly McFarland, DDS 
(402) 471-0166. 

A Very Sad E-mail 
In recent weeks the NDA received this request from 

someone in the healthcare field. 
"As a Nebraska certified teacher, I get calls from 

elementary counselors and teachers concerned with 
smoking at the 5-6th grade level. School policy usually is 
inadequate to deal with cessation efforts. Parental 
support is sometimes absent with these situations and 
educational effOlts are geared to prevention. 

I am looking for ideas for interventions and cessation 
materials for 10-11 yr. olds in central Ne. Most programs 
I am familiar with are geared to older children." 

(Tom Bassett - again - ) I find it very sad and truly 
amazing that we have elected officials who believe the 
tobacco manufacturers, sales outlets and their lobbyists 
when they say, "we don't market our 
products to children." 
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New Dean Named
 
John Reinhardt, D.D.S., a 

longtime faculty member and 
department chair at the University of 
Iowa, has been named Dean of the 
University of Nebraska Medical Center 
College of Dentistry. The 
announcement, which is subject to 
approval of the University of Nebraska 
Board of Regents, was made recently 
by Harold M. Maurer, M.D., UNMC 
Chancellor. 

The appointment is effective 
March 20. Dr. Reinhardt, 50, has 
served on the University of Iowa dental 
faculty for 22 years. He was appointed 
assistant professor in 1980, associate 

professor in 1984 and professor in 1990. Since 1988, he has 
headed the Operative Dentistry Department. In 1997-98, he held 
the post of acting assistant dean for patient services. 

"Dr. Reinhardt is a nationally recognized department 
chairman who comes from one of the best dental colleges in the 
United States," Dr. Maurer said. "We are absolutely delighted to 
add him to our leadership team. We couldn't be more pleased 
that he has accepted the position." 

Dr. Reinhardt earned his bachelor's degree in biology 
from Illinois Wesleyan University in Bloomington, Ill., in 1971 and 
his dental degree from Loyola University in Chicago in 1975. He 
received a master's degree in operative dentistry from the 
University of Iowa in 1979 and a master's degree in public health 
from Harvard University in 1988. 

Named a Fellow in the American College of Dentists in 
1995, Dr. Reinhardt has received multiple teaching awards from 
University of Iowa dental students. In 1997, he served as 
president of the Academy of Operative Dentistry and is one of 
only 34 certified members of the American Board of Operative 
Dentistly. He serves on the editorial board or as a reviewer on 
several dental JOLirnals, and he has been a contributing author for 
more than 40 research articles. 

"Dr. Reinhardt has been a leader in the dental education 
field and has done extensive research in the use of amalgam in 
repairing tooth decay," Dr. Maurer said. "In addition to his broad 

experience in dentistry, his master's degree in public health 
makes him a perfect fit for the dean position. I have every 
confidence that Dr. Reinhardt has the know-how and experience 
we need to move the College of Dentistly forward and build a 
strong research program." 

Dr. Reinhardt said he is pleased and honored to have 
heen selected dean. "The College of Dentistry impressed me witl1 
its dedicated faculty and staff, outstanding students, and rich 
legacy of high quality dental education that spans more than 100 
years,"he said. "I look forward to meeting the dental practitioners 
of ebraska and alumni, as well as the students of t11e college to 
learn more about the key issues they're facing." 

Dr. Reinhardt plans to continue to do some patient 
treatment and teaching and hopes to contribute to the research 
mission of the college. "I believe all of these components are 
important for providing the best possible dental education and 
service to Nebraskans." 

The new dean hopes to build the reputation of the 
college to be patient-centered and student-focused. "I want to 
expand the high quality educational programs that already exist 
and increase the research and scholarly activity of the college." 

Dr. Maurer commended the search committee, which 
was headed by Joan Sivers, D.D.S, associate professor in the 
College of Dentistl)', for its efforts. "The search committee 
brought forward some excellent candidates and I couldn't be 
more pleased with my final selection," he said. 

The College of Dentistly, which celebrated its 100tl1 
anniversary this year, was founded on Sept. 17, 1899 as the 
Lincoln Dental College. It was the first dental school in Nebraska. 
In 1918, the dental college officially became part of the University 
of Nebraska. In 1979, the College of Dentistry became part of 
UNMC. It is located on UNL's east campus at 40th and Holdrege 
streets in Lincoln. 

During its 100-year history, seven people have served as 
dean. Since 1988, the dean post has been held by Stephen 
Leeper, D.D.S. Dr. Leeper has announced he will step down as 
dean effective Feb. 20. 

The UNMC College of Dentistl)' has 246 students, 
including 176 dental students and 40 dental hygiene students and 
30 graduate students. It not only serves Nebraskans, who make 
up about 75 percent of the enrollment, but also states that have 
no dental schools, including Kansas, South Dakota, olth Dakota 
and Wyoming. The college has 61 full~time faculty members. 

MARK McGWIRE POSTERS AND CARDS 
Home run king Mark McGwire is the son of a dentist. The Alliance to the ADA had the foresight to ask McGwire if he 

would appear on a baseball card that featured him and a dental health message. He agreed and the result is a velY 
attractive poster (11" x 17") and a great ball card. The NDA has purchased a substantial quantity to share with members. 

Cards are $5.00 per 100 and posters are $2.50 
each. Please add $2.00 for postage. Send a check 
made out to the NDA along with your order. Give 
the NDA a call if you have questions. 

Every young patient should have a couple ofcards 
for themselves and a brother/sister orfriend 

Hit a Grand Sh"" with 

Mark McGwire 
for Oral Health. 

(I) Don'tUsc 
Spit Tobacco. 
It's Poison 

(2) Eat Healthy 
Foods 

(3) Prolfct-
Wear Mouth 
Guards 

(4) Be aGood Sport. Play by the 
Rules. 

1m, _'''$'l0 ~NlnJ">l'bylheAilul8;·.qfl~A_rl
NI'I""""~~\o1MufVUl'l/rwtt(Jr.ulHt!ViIIoA-x.. 
.-J n.,. F.". frw Ott'Na/ J/lllulTh t'.A.t""itwt. 
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MAKE THE MOST OF" THE NEW 

M L L E N N I u M 

at the 

MIDWEST DENTAL CONFERENCE
 
Kansas City, Mo. March 16-19,2000 

Make the rnost of your professional developnlent 

at the conference's exceptional scientific sessions, featuring: 

Thursday, March 16 
The Dr. Peter Fedi Periodontics Lecture 
The Dr. Robert Allen Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Lecture 
The Dr. Daniel Cruz Prosthodontics Lecture 

Friday, March 17 
Dr. Michael DiTolia - Bulletproof Your Practice with Cosmetic Dentistry 
Dr. Ron Jackson - Restorative Excellence with Esthetic Inlays and Onlays 
Lynne Tatum Little, RDH - Oral/Facial Piercings and Their Dental Implications 
Patricia Nunn, RDH, MS - Ergonomics: What's Your Position? 
Connie Podesta - If We're Going to Win This Race, We Need to Run in the Same Direction 
Rebecca Wilder, RDH, MS - Clinical Dental Hygiene and Health Law 
Esther Wilkins, RDH, DMD - The Past, Present and Future of Dental Hygiene 

Saturday, March 18 
Dr. Paul Belvedere - Composites: Technique, Technique, Technique 
Dr. Harold Crossley - Street Drugs: Facts and Fallacies 
Dr. Warren Karp - Nutrition for the Third Millennium Dental Health-Care Team 
Dr. Joe Massad - Outlook for the Edentulous Patient in the Millennium 
David Meinz, MS, RD - Nutrition, Diet and Dentistry Today 

Sunday, March 19 
Hands-On with Dr. Paul Belvedere - How To Do It 
Stephen Dahl, PharmD - An Update on Viral Hepatitis 
Jack Ferrancane, PhD - Dental Composites, Adhesives and Glass lonomers 

Make the 11iOst of dental products and technologies 

on display at the Hyatt Hotel's newly constructed, state-of-the-art exhibit hall. 

Ma ke the 11iOst of fun 

at the rejuvenated Crown Center complex as well as the educational
 
and entertainment wonderland at the new Union Station.
 

For more information or to request registration materials: call (816) 235-2021 (in greater Kansas City) or (800) 887-4477 (outside greater 

Kansas City): e-mail yagerm@umkc.edu; FAX us at (816) 235-5892: World Wide Web: hltp://www.umkc.edu/dentistry. or write the UMKC School 

of Dentistry. Midwest Dental Conference. 650 E. 25th St.. Kansas City. MO 64108-2784. People with speech or hearing impairments can call 
(800) 735-2966 (TI) or (800) 735-2466 (Voice). 

UMKC is an equal opportunity institution. 
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January 7 

Nebraska AGO Course, "Nutrition", Dr. David Meinz, 
Omaha. For more info contact Joe Pittman at (402) 597
2297. 

January 10 

LDDS Board of Trustees Meeting, NDA Office, 5:30 p.m. 

January 11 

ODDS CE & General Membership Meeting, Student 
Research Reports - 6:30 p.m., Dinner - 7:30 p.m., Anthony's. 

January 20 

LDDA General Membership Meeting, Speaker - Dr. Kim 
McFarland, social - 5:30 p.m., Dinner - 6 p.m., Hillcrest 
Country Club. 

January 28 

CE Course, "Dr. Karl F. Leinfelder; Restorative Materials for 
the Year 2000, Henry Weeth Lecturship", UNMC (7 hrs. 
CE.) 

February 1 

ODDS Board Meeting, Pastime's, 6:30 p.m. 

February 8 

ODDS CE & General Membership Meeting, Speaker - 6:30 
p.m., Dinner - 7:30 p.m., Anthony'S. 

February 15 

LDDA Board of Trustees Meeting, NDA Office, 5:20 p.m. 

February 15 

LDDA Board of Trustees Meeting, NDA Office, 5:30 p.m. 

February 24 

LDDA General Membership Meeting & Staff Night, Speakers 
- Dr. Richard Reinhardt & Mr. William Nelson. Program 
3:30-5:30 p.m. Social - 5:30 p.m., Dinner - 6:30 p.m.. 

March 7 

ODDS Board Meeting, Pastime's 6:30 p.m. 

March 10 

CE. Course, "What's New in Dentistly?" UNMC (7 hrs CE.) 

March 13 

LDDA Board of Trustees Meeting, NDA Office, 5:30 p.m. 

March 14 

ODDS CE & General Membership Meeting, Speaker - TBA, 
Offutt AFB. 

March 23 

LDDA Annual Business Meeting, Social- 5:30 p.m., Dinner
6 p.m., Hillcrest Country Club. 

March 23 

LDDA Caucus following General Membership Meeting at 
Hillcrest Country Club. 

'UNMC Course Registration 402/559-5916 For more 
information 402/559-4152 
'Creighton University registration & information in Omaha 
402/280-5054, outside Omaha 1/888/273-6576 

More Dental Probletns
 
More dental problems for children without 

Huoridated water. 
Dental treatment costs for low-income children 

can be twice as high and crisis intervention more 
frequent in non-fluoridated communities than in those 
with fluoridated water, according to a September 3, 1999 
report from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, published in the CDC Morbidity and 
Mortality Weekly Report. 

Findings of the study, which was conducted in 19 
Louisiana parishes (counties), suggest that very young 
children lacking access to Huoridated water were three 
times more likely to receive dental treatment in a hospital 
operating room than children in communities with 
optimal levels of fluoridated water. 

"CDC's data are useful for community decision 
makers as they consider implementing water 
Huoridation," said Dr. Kimberly McFarland, vice chair of 
the ADA Council on Access, Prevention and 
Interprofessional Relations and chair of the council's 
national Huoridation advisolY committee. "From public 
health experience across the countlY, we have always 
known that Huoridation saves money. These data 
document that water Huoridation is beneficial especially 

for low-income populations." 
The study reports that more Medicaid-eligible 

children in non-fluoridated parishes received caries
related dental treatment and operating-room-based care 
at greater cost than did Medicaid-eligible children in 
Huoridated parishes. The expected annual reduction in 
dental treatment costs for at least 39,000 preschoolers in 
Louisiana, as a result of potential benefits from water 
Huoridation, would be $1.4 million. 

Other studies have found that caries in the 
primalY dentition dispropoltionately affect children from 
low-income households, including a study reported in 
the September 1998 Journal of the American 
Dental Association. 

The authors of the CDC-reported study said they 
did not measure the length or magnitude of the 
children's exposure to Huoride and said the findings are 
subject to other limitations. Lower treatment costs 
associated with water Huoridation should be generalized 
to preschool children form middle and high income 
families because of their lower prevalence of dental 
decay, the authors say. 

Source: ADA ONLINE, ADA News Daily, Sept. 9, 1999 
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FOR SALE: Gendex Panelipse II Panoramic X-ray - $3000; 

Autoclave-Tuttnauer l11odeI1730-$750; DiY Heat Sterilizer Wayne 

Model - $200; Automatic Film Processor Air Techniques AT2000 

- Cephalometric Collimator with head holder - $450; Cresent 

Wiggle Bug Triturator - $200; Unitek Orthostudy Articular - $175; 

Star Titan Scalers - $350 each; High Speed handpieces + $150 

each; Dr. Stools - $200 each; Assistant Stools - $250 each; 

Polaroid Close up Camera with three lens $250; Operatory 

Cabinets wall mount for literature and Crest samples - $25; Lead 

Aprons with hanger; X-ray View Box, Triad 2000 light curing 

Unit; J-boxes - $10 each; Bracket Trays widl bracket arm - $50 

each. Please call in Lincoln, (402) 423-3111 

GP, NEB - SOUlH WEST AREA. Gross $856k, 2 drs, 8 dr days 

per wk, 8 ops, 3000 sq ft. FFS. Call Peter Mirabito DDS, Precise 

Consultants, 303-759-8425, 1-800-307-2537. 

GP, COLORADO-GREELEY AREA. Gross $350k, 4 days/wk, 3 

ops, est 20+ yrs. FFS. Call Peter Mirabito DDS, Precise 

Consultants, 303-759-8425, 1-800-307-2537 

Associate Dentist Wanted for two office/two dentist practice in 

South Central Nebraska by July 1, 2000 or sooner due to 

retirement of senior partner. Quality, modern, esthetic practice 

providing all treatment including orthodontics and implant 

placement. Possible partnership in 12 mondls. 100% potential 

fmancing by owner. Inquire NDA Box 1025. 

GENERAL DENTIST NEEDED for modern quality, preventive 

practices surrounding Omaha-Council Bluffs area. Future 

options available. Send resume to NDA Box 1118. 

FOR LEASE Office space available approximately May 2000. 

South 48th Street in Lincoln. Completely set up as dental office 

wim four operatories, 1,364 sq ft. Current doctor wanting to sell 

equipment. Call 421-1175. 

Established general dental practice for sale in Lincoln. Contact 

ilirough me Nebraska Dental Association. 476-1704. Box 923

ASSOCIATESHIP POSITION AVAILABLE in the Omaha, 

NE/Council Bluffs, IA area. Potential buy-in opportunity. Please 

contact Valorie Wiley at 402-733-3932 if interested. 

NEBRASKA PRACTICE OPPORTUNITIES ASSOCIATE TO 
PARTNER LOOKING FOR A LIFE STYLE CHANGE? Consider 
this SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES opportunityl Guaranteed 

associate salary, buy-in six months, no down payment, 100% 

potential financing by owner, no monthly payments to owner 

until guaranteed mondlly salaly is met, candidates must have 

appropriate practice experience. Fax cover letter and 

confidential resume to Jayne Reeh, c/o Gene Giles, D.D.S., 

Alliance, NE Fax #308-762-1827. 

All ads with an NDA box number should be mailed to:
 
Nebraska Dental Association • NDA Box #
 

VERY BUSY PRACTICE IN GROWING SOUlHEASTERN SO 
community looking for an associate to join our current 2 doctor, 

2 hygiene team. If interested please call for more information 

605-996-1223 or e-mail doctor@santel.net 

OMAHA (BELLEVUE) PRACTICE FOR SALE "High traffic and 

visible free standing building" ew offices "2 operatories fully 

furnished "9 operatories plumbed and wired "50-65 New pts 

monthly "Priced to sell Call Mike (402) 597-2777. 

ASSOCIATE DENTIST NEEDED FUll TIME. Immediate 

position available in Fremont, NE Send resume to NDA Box 

#1116. 

FOR SALE: GE Panilipse x-ray -$1500; Philips Oralx 60 x-ray 

$750.00; Dent-X 810 Processor - $1300; Dental Ez VSR (Blue) 

Chair $1950; Dental-E-E 1000 Dr. Stool $175; Adec TrackLight 

$1200; Adec Ceiling 30/Mount Light - $900; Airtechnique Air Star 

Compressor - $1250; Vac Star Ihp Vacuum Pump with Separator 

and Stand - $700; 12 Button Communicator System - $1800; 

Harvey Hydroclave - $1600; Porter 2 0/02 Nitrous/Oxide and 

Oxygen Head with stand - $1950; Frazer Haslake Central 

Manifold System - $800; Star Recessed View Box - 8"xl0" (4)

$200; other items available. Please call in Lincoln (402) 489-6961. 

EASTERN SOUlH DAKOTA - Practice for sale in university 

town. 99% collections. No managed care. $280K gross on 4 

days/week (no evenings or weekends). Excellent schools, great 

hunting. Call: Clair R. Gerry (605) 336-6400. 

DENTIST: VA Medical Center, Omaha, Nebraska, has an OPENING 

for a full-time staff dentist. The applicant should be proficient in 

all phases of general dentistry and have had a GPR of eqUivalent. 

Sencllfa,'( current CV to: VA MEDICAL CENTER, Human Resources, 

4101 WOOlwOlth Avenue, Omaha, NE 68105, (402) 449-0614, FAX 

402-449-0618, An Equal Opportunity Employer 

GREAT OPPORTUNITY! Family and Implant Dentistly is 

seeking a full time associate to join our practice. We need help 

in this busy practice with emphasis on esthetic , inlplants and 

comprehensive care. This position is set up for six months 

salary, one year percentage and then 1/3 ownership. Salary and 

ownership are negotiable with experience and qualifications. 

Please send resume to: Family and Implant Dentistry, 827 SOUd1 

48dl Street, Lincoln, E 68510 

JOB OPENING Northwest Health Services, Inc. seeking dentist, 

full or part-time, for clinic opening in Savannah, Missouri in 

Summer, 2000. Agency is not-for-profit community healdl center. 

Competitive salary, benefits. Resume to: Susan Wilson, P.O. Box 

8612, St. Joseph, MO 64508-8612, 816-387-6608 

• 3120 "0" Street· Lincoln NE 68510 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS: Must be submitted in typewritten form. Indicate the number of issues in which the ad 
is to be published. Rates for NDA Members (per issue): $9.00 for 30 words or less; 30 cents for each additional word. For 
replies to DA box number, an additional $1.00. For non-NDA Members add fifty percent to these rates. NOTE: advanced 
payment for classified ads MUST accompany order. For Display Advertising rate card, contact the NDA office. Send 
classified ad with remittance to: 

Nebraska Dental Association • 3120 "0" Street· Lincoln NE 68510 
DEADIlNE: Three weeks before publication. 



16 NEBRASKA DENTAL ASSOCIATION 

..I.L Professional Practice ,rTransitions 
FACT: The average practicing dentist who owns their own practice earns 

more than three times as much as an employed dentist. 

FICTION: Due to school debt, today's new dental school graduates cannot get the 
necessary fmancing to buy a practice. 

FACT: 100% non-owner financini is available for most practice purchases. 

FACT: There has never been a better time to become a practice owner. 

•
Call P. P. T. today to learn the other facts which can help you 

become a PRACTICE OWNER (instead ofan employee)! 

• 
10184 "L" Street • Omaha, NE 68127 

Call 1-800-730-8883 

A SWsidiaryo! ~fNIIiyan&bejn~)lJ ......e-
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