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Dues Are Due 
In early December, members should have received their 

dues statements for 1999. As in the past, they are due January 
1, 1999 and delinquent after March 30, 1999. The NDA's 
remain the same as last year, $300. However, the ADA's have 
increased from $365 to $392. 

Your membership in organized dentistlY is important. We 
encourage you to not only rejoin but to invite a non-member 
to join as well. As with anything, there is strength in numbers. 

NDA Accept5 Credit Card5 

Dues may be paid with VISA or Master Card. If you choose 
this option and have a card issued by MBNA, please use that 
card. The NDA pays a much lower fee thanks to our 
endorsement of the MBNA credit card. 

••• If you've misplaced your dues statement, call Deb at the 
NDA to request another one. We aim to please' Also, unless the 
NDA receives your dues there's a possibility NDA staff salaries 
will be cut, our children won't be able to go to college, and it 
will be the fault of those dentists who didn't renew their 
membership. How 'bout that for marketing/begging? 

Innovative Marketing 
License plates belonging to Dr. Rick Mazour of Hastings. 

What a guy' 

Register for 1999's 
Annual Session 

Have you marked your calendars for April 17, 18 & 19? We 
hope so' Those are the dates for the NDA's 131st Annual 
Session. The meeting is in Omaha and promises to offer 
something for everyone. Exhibits will be open on April 17 & 
18 but not on the 19th. 

Registration packets should arrive in members' mail the last 
week of February (unless the Pony Express is mnning late). 

Lots of quality CE, great exhibits, terrific social events and 
lots of opportunities to hang out with colleagues. 

Thank You to the NDA 
On behalf of the family of Daniel Harrington, Tom and I 

would like to thank the Nebraska Dental Association and its 
officers and staff for the azalea plant you gave us when Dad 
passed away recently. 

Your thoughtfulness at this most difficult time is greatly 
appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
Tom & Karen Bassett & family 
Betty Harrington 

IN THIS ISSUE
 
Annual Session in Omaha Mark Your Calendar 
LB 454, 442, 505 60, Fight, Win! 
NEDPAC We need you! 
Board of Examiners Anesthesia: A reminder 

PLUS - personal plea from your NDA staff regarding 
paying dues for 1999. Fewer members means a 
smaller budget and less $$il 

A NEWSLETTER SERVING THE DENTISTS OF NEBRASKA
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A Message from the President 
The NDA had a successful legislative reception on work is done. 

January 19, with a good turnout of senators and dentists. Perhaps both groups get 
I want to thank those members who took the time to what they want. One group 
attend this event, I believe it is important that we! is Willing to let someone else 
maintain a visible presence on the legislative scene. do the work and the other
 

This brings up another matter on which I would like
 group does the work they 
to make an appeal to you, our members. We currently enjoy. The bottom line is that 
have about 25% of our members that are dues paying we need all of our members 
members of our political action committee. It is important to kick in the few dollars it 
that we remain active players in the political arena. We do takes to be a member of the 
this in a couple ways. One, we must constantly monitor political action committee. It 
some 700-800 bills in the legislature to identify those that is a very nominal amount, but having all our members 
may concern dentistry. Secondly, we occasionally work to participate gives us more of a voice in being an advocate 
introduce legislation that we believe will be in the best for this profession we love. Please make out the check 
interest of our patients or that will enable us to deliver the and mail it today. Stand up for dentistry. 
best care possible to the public. It is also important that We have two bills in the legislature this session. One 
we keep contact with the senators so that we know who of the bills guarantees a more eqUitable payment of 
supports our legislation and who may not, and that we benefits for PPO participants that seek treatment from a 
financially support those that are willing to support our dentist outside of the PPO network. The other bill 
causes. There activities are can-ied out through our mandates the insurance companies cover benefits for 
lobbyist, our political action committee, and the anesthesia and hospitalization for patients that must 
legislative council. receive dental treatment in the hospital setting. We will 

I know some members choose to not be actively keep you up updated on the progress of these bills. 
involved in the working of organized dentistry nor in the Mark your calendars for April 17 through the 19th for 
political arena. Other members enjoy these activities and the NDA Annual Session in Omaha. We are going to have 
are willing to give of their time to see that the association a good meeting with some fun events planned. 

Dr Don Tbeophilus 

Board Offers a Reminder
 
By Dr. Roger Gerstner,
 
Board ofDental Examiners, Chairman
 

CBS and "60 Minutes II" have brought the issue of anesthesia 
in the dental office to the forefront. The Board of Dental 
Examiners would like to take this oppoI1lmity to remind all 
dentists, hygienists, and assistants of their responsibilities when 
anesthetic procedures are performed in the dental office. The 
Board, with the assistance of several experts in dental 
anesthesia, formulated statutes controlling dental anesthesia in 
1986. The Dental Anesthesia Act and the needed rules and 
regulations which allow for it's implementation were finalized 
in December of 1991. The Act is designed to protect the public 
by insuring that all dentists who offer anesthesia services are 
properly trained and all office settings are properly equipped 
to offer anesthesia and proVide emergency care if needed. 

The Act recognizes three levels of anesthesia: inhalation 
analgesia (nitrous OXide), parental sedation, and general 
anesthesia. A dentist who wishes to provide any of these 
services is reqUired to obtain a permit. Requirements for the 
permits include advanced education in anesthesia 
administration along with office inspections. General 
anesthesia and parental sedation permits require office 
inspection prior to issuance, and all practice locations of a 
dentist can be inspected at the discretion of the Board. All 
anesthesia permits must be renewed every four years. 

A dentist must never provide these services without a valid 
permit. If a permit would expire, the dentist must cease 
proViding anesthesia services until the permit has been 
renewed. To offer these services without a valid permit would 
be a very serious violation of the dental statutes and would be 
viewed by the Board as unprofessional conduct. A dental 
hygienist and assistant can monitor a patient undergoing 
inhalation analgesia only if they have current CPR certification. 
Monitor simply means "observing the patient and watching the 
gauges." A hygienist or assistant can never administer 
inhalation analgesia (apply the nosepiece and regulate the 
gages). It would be a serious breach of the dental statutes for 
a dentist to allow an assistant or hygienist to administer nitrous 
oxide and the Board would discipline the license of any dentist 
or hygienist that engaged in this conduct. 

The Dental Anesthesia Act was passed to protect the publiC 
and every dentist who provides these services is obligated to 
abide by these statutes; and likewise, the Board is obligated to 
enforce them. All of us working together can insure the safety of 
our dental patients. If you have any questions concerning the 
Dental Anesthesia Act, contact Becky Wisell, Credentialing 
Coordinator of the Board of Dental Examiners, at (402) 471-4915. 
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MONDAY, APRIL 19 

SUNDAY, APRIL 18 

SATURDAY, APRIL 17 

Exhibits open all day 

FRIDAY, APRIL 16 

House ofDelegates 

Exhibit Preview & Reception & Kick of!Dance 

(Bring your staff) 

o 
o o o 

Exhibits Open AU Day 0 
Dr. Tom Orent presents "1,000 Gems seminar"O 

Dr. Walter Martin presents "Orthodontics for the 0 
General Practitioner" 0 

Recognition Awards Luncheon 

Dr. Charles English presents CPR course by Red Cross 

Morning: "New Esthetic Restorations For 

Implants & Natural Teeth an Double Tree Hotel 
Overview" 

Afternoon: "Dental Materials & Tools - Applied Civic Auditorium 
to Real World Problems" Omaha, Nebraska 

Celebration Dinner 

""V~VL7T"_jV~V~jV~v~v~v~v~v~v~v~r-lv.~~~~~ ~'~''-...J' ----'A,-'"-,Ar-'A,-'"-,A,-'"-,A,-'"-,A,-'"-,",-'"-,A,-'"-,A,-'"-,Ar--'ArOO 
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o ANNUAL SESSION 1999 
o DENTISTRY: MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

****HIGHLIGHTS**** 

FCMA BILLING SERVICE
 

Payment of insurance claims in 
just 7 to 21 days! Eliminate your 
billing backlog! Reduce denied in
surance claims! Free up your staff 
to concentrate on patient services! 

Cash Flow!
 
Submit insurance claims electronically with no investment in 
hardware, software or training. Improve your cash flow! 
Reduce overhead! Call for a confidential consultation today! 

1> 
FCMA Billing Service 
14906 Burt Drive 
Omaha, NE 68154-1947 

877·965·9140
 

8
 
0
 
0
 
~ 
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Need Answers 
to your 

Insurance Questions 
• Professional &

• Disability Income 
General Liability

• Office Overhead 
Insurance

• Comprehensive 
• Office Coverage Medical 
• Workers 

?..
• Long Term Care 
Compensation 

Call the Professionals 
Bob & Marilyn Diers 

Over 700 Nebraska
 
Dentists Now Insured
 

J{aro/a :Diers [; Compal[!! 

11635 Arbor, Suite 230 
Omaha, Nebraska 68114 

391-1300 1-800-444-1330 
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AMERICAN DENTAL
 
ASSOCIATION
 

on Dental Anesthesia 

A recent segment of CBS-TV's "60 MINUTES II" depicted the 
tragic deaths of three children in dental settings. There is 
nothing so devastating as the loss of a child, and we express 
our profound sorrow for any family that suffers such a loss. 
The American Dental Association wants to assure patients and 
their families that the proper use of anesthesia has prOVided 
safe and effective pain and anxiety control to people with 
special needs who could not otherwise receive essential care. 
However, we recognize that one such tragedy is one too many, 
and want patients to understand that such occurrences are 
extremely rare in the context of some 500 million dental visits 
that take place every year. 

As a profession, we are committed to patient safety. We 
don't view specialty recognition as a safety issue. We believe 
any practitioner who uses anesthesia must have the proper 
education, training and experience. The ADA's role is to 
promote the safe practices that prevent tragic outcomes. The 
ADA condemns unsafe practices in the strongest terms. We set 
guidelines for education and safe practice, and update those 
guidelines as new information comes to light. These 
educational and practice guidelines are provided to the state 
dental boards to assist them in developing their practice laws. 
The ADA also encourages patients and parents to discuss 
procedures and other options with the dentist to make 
informed decisions about their oral health. 

Consumers who want more information should see 
Understanding Dental Anesthesia: What Every Patient Should 
Know, a resource document available from the ADA, state 
dental societies, member dentists and on the ADA web site: 
http://wwvv.ada.org. Other resources include the ADA 
Guidelines for the Use of Conscious Sedation, Deep Sedation 
and General Anesthesia for Dentists and the ADA Policy 
Statement on the Use of Conscious Sedation, Deep Sedation 
and General Anesthesia in Dentistry. 

Editor's note: If you would like to borrow a copy of the 
video of this TV program, call the NDA office. 

Dental Benefits on the 
Internet 

The NDA office recently received a copy of a sales pitch over 
the internet adveltising discounted dental services. National 
Health Care Discount (NHCD) claims, "You will save up to 70% 
off the national average for dental work-." WOW! Your entire 
NDA staff ran to the nearest phone and signed up (just kidding). 

If NDA members have any information on this topic, your 
central office would appreciate receiving it. 

Last Call for 
NDA CE Course 

When:	 Friday, FebrualY 19, 8:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 
(Registration and coffee at 8:00 a.m.) 

Where:	 Nebraska Center for Continuing Education 
33rd & Holdrege, Lincoln, l\TE 

Course Title:	 New Developments in the Diagnosis and 
Treatment of Periodontal Diseases 

Presenter:	 Dr. Mark Ryder, professor of periodontology, 
University of California, San Francisco 

Early Registration 

Fees:	 NDA!ADA members - $45
 
Non-member dentists - $95
 
Staff - $25 per person
 
'Add $10 on day of course
 

Mark your calendars now for this CE course in Lincoln, 
sponsored by the NDA and presented in cooperation with 
Warner-Lambert. 

Dr. Mark Ryder, a professor of periodontology at the 
University of California, San Francisco, will present a four-hour 
course entitled "New Developments in the Diagnosis and 
Treatment of Periodontal Diseases." 

r111is half-day course for dentists, dental hygienists and 
dental assistants will introduce the new and exciting 
developments in the diagnosis and treatment of periodontal 
diseases which are available now and will be available to the 
practitioner in the next 5 to 10 years. New research into the 
relationship between periodontal disease and overall health 
will be highlighted during this session, followed by control of 
periodontal disease with local antiseptics and local antibiotics. 
By the end of this half-day course the participant will gain both 
an understanding and an appreciation of new clinical 
approaches that wilJ make periodontal treatment more 
accessible and acceptable to the patient population. 

We hope members will take advantage of this opportunity 
to participate in an NDA sponsored course. 

--------------------------------~
 
Clip & mail w/check to: Registration for

FebrualY 19th Course NDA, 3120 "0" St.
 
Lincoln NE 68510
 

Dentist's Address: 

Name	 _ 

Name	 _ 

Name	 _ 

Fees: NDA!ADA member - $45 
Dentist's Phone: Non-Member $95
 

Staff $25
 
(Fees increase $10 on day of course) 
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From C3 to Bl 
A Case Study in Whitening "Failure"... 
By Tom Orent, DMD 

I recently saw a woman for a whitening follow-up visit. The record indicated that she began 
with a shade of C3. Home whitening was performed for approXimately one week, using 10% 
Carbamide Peroxide. Her shade at the follow-up visit was B1. The treatment was a failure. 

How is that possible? Easyl Clinically, her treatment was a success by anyone's measure 
anyone that is except for the patient. When Mrs. Johnson arrived for the follow-up visit, she 
made it painfully clear that she was disappointed with the results or lack thereof. 

Given her demeanor, and the starting shade (C3), I anticipated that I would see little or no 
result from the whitening. Upon exam, however, my staff and T agreed that she had 
achieved an enormous result, almost equal to a B1' The failure was not in the bleach. The 
failure was in our team's inability to adequately set proper expectations, prior to the 
treatment. Mrs. Johnson simply wasn't happy with her new shade. She was certain that she 
should have achieved a much brighter result! 

"Underpromise and Overdeliver" is the phrase that should have set the proper expectations. Instead, Mrs. Johnson clearly had 
unrealistic expectations of the potential for home whitening. The pre-treatment conversation should have gone something like 
this: "Mrs. Jones, today we'll be taking 
impressions to make the custom trays for 
your home whitening. Just to recap what - It'sfar better to lose an occasional treatment (never to be 
we said at your planning visit, I'd like to started) than to overpromise in order to make the "sale,"
review what we said you may expect for
 
results. " thenfaa short ofmeeting your patients' expectations.
 

"The shade you see here is C3. Please take a look in the mirror, and verify that you agree that C3 matches your starting point. 
Now, take a look at this tab here. This is C2. I can guarantee you that your result will be at least as bright as C2.·' 

Mrs. Johnson would likely protest at this point. Knowing that she wants "toilet bowl white," she would never be happy with 
anything less. In fact, as this true story played out, Mrs. Johnson was very unhappy with the resultant "Bl" shade achieved. Had 
we pre-managed expectations properly, we'd never have reached the mutually disappointing visit during which we were both 
unhappy with her result. Mrs. J. unhappy because she figures the teeth should have become whiter. Me, because we've done a 
terrific job, and the patient will never recognize it. 

(Dr. Orent will be presenting his ·'1000 Gems:" seminar at the NDA's Annual Session, Sunday, April 18, 1999. T. Bassett) 

The Nebraska Dental Association Introduces the MBNA 
Platinum Plus MasterCard and Visa Credit Cards 

The Nebraska Dental Association is pleased to present the Nebraska Dental Association Platinum Plus credit card, a no annual 
fee MasterCard or Visa credit card program that provides peerless benefits, service, worldwide acceptance, and convenience. 

Issued by MBNA American Bank, the world's leading marketer of affinity credit cards, this program offers our members a low 
introductory annual percentage rate on cash advance checks and balance transfers. Platinum Plus Customers may also take 
advantage of numerous superior benefits such as fraud-protection services, a free year-end summary of charges, supplemental 
auto-rental collision coverage, and up to $1 million Common Carrier Travel Accident Insurance. 

This Nebraska Dental Association credit card offers privileges of particular value to our members. Credit lines are individually 
established to ensure qualified applicants receive the maximum in purchasing power - up to $100.000 of available credit. 
Nebraska Dental Association Platinum Plus cardholders are invited to take advantage of credit-line decisions within 15 minutes, 
24-hour customer service, emergency-card replacement, and cash-advance access at more than 300,000 automated teller 
machines worldwide that display the Cirrus network logo. 

To request your Nebraska Dental Association Platinum Plus card, call (800) 523-7666. Please mention priority code JU2M when 
speaking with an MBNA representative about this program. 

(As of January 22, 1999, MBNA was quoting a 3.9% interest rate for the first four months to encourage balance transfers. A 
fixed rate of 12.99% will be in effect after that. T. Bassett) 

Tom Orent, DJ1,1D 
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Successful Legislative Reception 
A good time was had by all at this yeatJs legislative reception. State Senators get invited to numerous such gatherings so it's vel)' 

gratifying that 27 of the 49 members of the unicameral were in attendance. Forty-four NDA members attended plus several other 
state officials. Nearly 120 people in all were at this year's reception. Thanks to all those who helped the NDA put its best foot fOlward. 

Joan Jensen, AI Thomsen, Senator Jim Jensen, Senator 
Cap Dierk.s, Jeny Brockman 

Mike & Sue Pudwill, Don Fricke, Senator Ron Raikes 

Paula Harre, Senator George Coorelsen, 
Lany Ruth (NDA lobbyist) - Is Lany 
engaged in arm twisting or watch stealing? 

L to R Don 17Jeophilus, Bill Mueller (NDA 
lobbyist), Dick Tempera 

Dee Engle, Rich Fitzgerald, Senator Pat 
Engle, Senator Pam Redfield 

Congrats, Thanks, 
Etc. 

Congratulations to Dr. Scott & Jan O'Neil of 
Nebraska City. They are the proud parents of a 
new son, Patrick Scott, born on January 4, 1999. 
Patrick tipped the scales at 8 Ibs. Even. Mom 
and baby are doing great. Big brother James and 
big sister Katie think he's pretty neat tool 
Congrats & best wishes! 

Congratulations to Dr. & Mrs. Barrett Klemm 
of North Platte on their wedding last fall. Barrett 
& Brenda were married on August 28, 1998 in 
Beaver Creek, Colorado. Congrats l 

Congratulations to Dr. Jerry Tussing of 
Lincoln vvho was recently appointed to the ADA 
Council on Scientific Affairs. What a great honor l 

Creighton's Website: A Winner 
The Top 5% Dental Websites 
Winners of Lycos' Prestigious Point Award 

~ --~ 
American Dental Association - http://www.ada.org 

Creighton University School of Dentistry - http://www.creighton.eclu 

Dental Bytes Webzine - http://www.clentalbytes.com 

Excellence in Endodontics - http://www.enclodont.com 

Global Dental Newsjournal- http://www.global-clental.com 

Practical Endodontics - http://www.endomagic.com 

Preventive Dental Health Association 
http:!hvww.emporiuffi.turnpike.net/P/PDHAlhealth.htm 

So You Want to Be a Dentist? - http://www.vvm/-bond/home.htm 

Virtual Dentist - http://www.virtual-dentist.com 
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9~...
~prOdenco How Adhesive Dentistry Saved My Life 

~groullfA~J~TORIES Current Concepts in Adhesive Dentistry 

A Richer, More
 
Rewarding
 

Practice And
 
Lifestyle
 

-
Return the 

enjoyment of 
doing what )'ou 
do back to your 

practice. 

With Anthony Gallegos, DDS, FAGD 

Dr. Anthony Gallegos has assisted study clubs with the 
incorporation of advanced clinical techniques. He is a clinical 
instructor at USC School of Dentistry and the University of 
the Pacifice Dental School. He graduated from the Advanced 
Program and later taught at the Las Vegas Institute for 
Advanced Dental Studies. He currently is a program director 
for Experdent Center of Dental Excellence. A sought after 
lecturer, he has lectured in the U.S., Europe, and Australia. 
He is a Fellow of the Academy of General Dentistry and a 
member of the ADA, American Academy of Cosmetic 
Dentistry, the American Academy of Orthodontics, and 
International College of Oral Implantologists. 

This seminar is about those changes that can give you a richer, more rewarding 
practice and lifestyle. Even if you are pleased with your practice's performance, 
you can certainly benefit from hearing the most up-to-date information about 
the most current techniques in adhesive aesthetic dentistry. 

• Simplifying Composites - What is current, why they failed, how to succeed. 

• Principles of Dentin Bonding - It can be done without sensitivity! 

• Direct Posterior Composites - They can be done and they do last. 

• Indirect Resin Restorations - What's all the hype, which one's to choose, why are 
these restorations becoming so popular? 

• Targis-Vectris - A new metal-free restoration for single units, bridges, and implant 
prostheses with outstanding physical properties and dynamite esthetics. 

• Pressed Ceramic Restorations - IPS Empress - A Restoration to Rival Nature 

• Advanced Uses of Esthetic/Adhesive Materials - Porcelain repair, various advanced 
clinical applications. Some choice pearls for the practice I 

• Marketing and Promotion - Practice excellence to have an excellent practice! 

7 Hours AGD Credits Are Offered For This Course 

IMarch 11, 1999 1 IMarch 12, 19991 IMarch 13, 1999\ 
Interstate Holiday Inn Marina Inn Double Tree Guest Suites 

1-80 & Hwy. 281 4th & B Streets 7270 Cedar Street 
Grand Island, NE South Sioux City, NE Omaha, NE 
(308) 384-7770 (402) 494-4000 (402) 397-5141 

~(j8:f/'" 
Jaeger Dental Company Professional Dental Company Billings Dental Laboratories 

Grand Island, NE Sioux City, IA Omaha, NE 
(308) 382-0235 (712) 252-4034 (402) 551-5954 
800-289-3525 800-831-0936 800-747-5441 

For more information call your Prodenco Group Laboratory. 
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,rl L Professional Practice 
Transitions
 

IfYou Are Considering: 

• Acquiring a Practice 

• Taking on an Associate or Partner 

• A Current Appraisal ofYour Practice 

• Merging Your Practice 

• The Future Sale ofYour Practice 

Call PPT Today! 

The PPT Advantage... 

NationaI Network ofNational Network of 
AssociateslBuyersAvailable Practices 

100°;') Non-Owner Financing 
Available for Most Practices 

...LLProfessional Practice ,rTransitions 

10184 "L" Street • Omaha, NE 68127 

Call 1-800-730-8883 

A Subsidiary of ~ Sullivan-Schein Dental 
~ A.~Q:Jr.w.!r 
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MyHero 
By Tom Bassett 

Dr. Bill Lawson of Birmingham, Alabama, has been a delegate to the ADA's 
House of Delegates for 28 years. If you talk to anyone who has sat in the ADA 
House during those years, they will likely remember Dr. Lawson. He just may 
know more about the ADA budget than any other 
delegate. He is a student of the budget and a 
watchdog of members' dues dollars. 

The annual budget for the ADA is $65 million 
and fits neatly in a book that is 203 pages long. Dr. 
Lawson knows its content well enough that when 
he steps to a microphone on the floor of the 
House, his fellow delegates really listen. He not 
only knows how the ADA is spending your money; 
he knows the calculations in relation to funding the 
reserve account and many of the projections for 
future revenues and expenditures. 

As one who is fiscally conservative, I have come Dr. Bilt Lawson 
to admire Dr. Lawson and his efforts to share 
information with members of the ADA House. When he is no longer a 
delegate to the House, I sure hope another delegate is willing to fill his shoes. 
You know a million here and a million there and pretty soon you're talking 
big money. 

New Year's Resolution? 
Many Americans make a New Year's Resolution to lose pounds and increase 

ph¥. ical fitness. Here are the Top Ten Fitness and Weight Loss Websites: 

www.UghtJiving.com 
ipes for the dieting gourmand 

lltnesslink.com 
eSS tips for the body and mind with many links 

1VWW.cyberdiet.com 
nutrition and exercise information; customized profile 

www.phys.com 
promotes healthy eating; features University health and Nutrition Letter 

www.netsweat.com 
exercise and nutritional data with many links to other sites 

www.fitnessonline.com 
training tips, nutrition news, low fat recipes and more 

www.beautifulbody.com
 
focus on weight loss with many dieting guides
 

www.landry.com
 
exercise physiologist Greg Landry focuses on fitness, health and weight l()~~.
 

Together: ..
 
Making a World 
of Difference 

Your dental 

staff is your 
practice, only 
with dedicated 
teamwork and cooperation can 
you give your patients the quality 
care they expect and desire. 
Now is the perfect time to express 
appreciation for the skills and 
contributions of your Dental 

ASSistants to that team effort. 

March 7-13,1999 
has been designated by the 
American Dental ASSistants 

Association, along with the 
American Dental ASSOCiation 
and the Canadian Dental 
ASSistants' Association, as the 
perfect time to acknowledge 
and recognize the multifaceted, 
versatile member of your dental 
team - your Dental Assistant. 

A'OA. 
CDAA 

ThIS message 's promoted by the Amencan 
Dentat ASSOCiation s CounCil on Dental Practice In 
cooperation WIth the American Dental AssIstants 

Association, Chicago, IL and the Canadian Dental 
Assistants AsSOCiation, Ontano, Canada 

(From Smart Practice, December 1998) 
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Top 10 Reasons to Attend The Nebraska Dental 
Association Annual Session 
10) Two days of exhibits, all under one roof, featuring more 

than 80 companies to explore at your leisure. (Start your 
"shopping list" now.) 

9) Three highly informative continuing education speakers 
for you and your staff to choose from; well known and 
highly respected clinicians. 3) 

8) 

7) 

Get your CPR cenification while you enjoy Annual Session. 
Sign up for this class early to guarantee your space. 

Attending the Annual Session is a great way to meet and 
mingle with your fellow colleagues and, perhaps, 
reacquaint yourself with old friends. 

2) 

1) 

6) You can bring your whole dental team - there's plenty for 
everyone! 

5) The Kick-Off Event on Friday, April 
Bozak & Morrissey Band. A great time' 

16 featuring the 
Bring your staff] 

4) Saturday'S Celebration promises to be a GRAND event at 

the Doubletree Hotel Ballroom. The evening will begin 
with cocktails (while being serenaded by The 
Metropolitan String Quartet). After dinner, we will be 
entertained by the sounds of Big Band. Shine those 
dancin' shoes and get ready for an elegant evening. 

Enjoy sociable lunches each day with your colleagues. 
The Sidewalk cafe will be open again this year near the 
exhibits You don't even have to leave to have lunch! 

To honor your colleagues at the NDA's Recognition 
Luncheon. A great way to help show your suppon for them! 

Meet the people behind the Nebraska Dental Association, 
offer to serve on one of our committees next year, and 
maybe even thank them for their effons and hard work in 
putting together this fabulous meeting!! 

April 17 -18 -19 
Be there!! 

(Your high school counselor would want you to attend) 

Reaching Our Elected Officials in D.C.
 
United States Representatives The Honorable William E. Barrett The Honorable Chuck Hagel 
The Honorable Douglas K. Bereuter United States Representative United States Senator 
United States Representative 2458 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 229 Russell Senate Office Bldg. 
2184 Rayburn House Office Bldg. Washington DC 20515 Washington DC 20510 
Washington DC 20515 (202) 225-6435 (202) 224-4224 
(202) 225-4806 

United States Senators 
The Honorable Lee Terry The Honorable J. Robelt Kerrey 
United States Representative United States Senator 
1728 Longwolth House Office Bldg. 303 Hart Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington DC 20515 Washington DC 20510 
(202) 225-4155 (202) 224-6551 

Very Interesting... 
Newlyweds were told to drink 

honey wine from moon to moon for a 
happy and healthy marriage. Thus 
the word ((honeymoon. JJ 

((The income tax has made more 
liars out of the A merican people than 
golf has. JJ 

- Will Rogers
 

New Members, Phone #s, Addresses 
Please Keep Us Updated re: new addresses, new phone 
numbers, or corrections in the membership directory 

New Members New Addresses 

Dr. Jeffery D. Spahr Dr. Chad Ortmeier 
112 "B" Street, PO Box 535 260 County Road #3 
Milford NE 68405 Dodge NE 68633 
(402) 761-2351 (402) 693-2453 

Dr. Paul W. Huebner Dr. Samuel Buda 
1835 W. Roselawn Dr. 7626 Woolwonh Ave. 
Appleton \Xfl 54914 Omaha NE 68124 
(920) 991-1124 (402) 391-5061 
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A Busy Session For The NDA 
The 1999 Session promises to be an active one for the Association. Bills were introduced that deal with insurance payments 

to non-preferred providers, coverage for general anesthesia in hospital settings, a significant increase in tobacco taxes and 
funding for a program to help administer a dental plan for handicapped Nebraskans. 

The two bills that the NDA will be most active in pursuing are likely to be LB 442 and LB 454. 

LB 442------------------------- _ 
FOR AN ACT relating to insurance, to amend section 44-4113, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska; to change provisions 

relating to preferred providers; and to repeal the original section. 
Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska, 
Section 1. Section 44-4113, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is amended to read: 
44-4113. Insurers and pal1icipants in insurance arrangements shall provide for payment for services rendered by nonpreferred 

providers or providers who have not negotiated a contract with the insurer or participants in the insurance arrangement. Insureds 
under an insurance arrangement shall use the preferred providers who have contracted with the group to obtain coverage under 
the plan at the least direct expense to the insured. Insureds selecting nonpreferred providers may be held financially responsible 
for the difference between the benefits available under a preferred provider contract and the charges of the nonpreferred provider 
and may be subject to larger coinsurance or deductible provisions. However, benefits for dental services rendered by a 
nonpreferred prOVider shall not be (n less than ninety-five percent of the benefits available under a preferred contract or (2) 

subject to larger coinsurance or deductible provisions than are applicable to benefits under a preferred provider contract. Under 
a prepaid dental service plan as defined in section 44-3802, a pal1icipant's premium contribution for health services provided by 
nonpreferred providers to an insured shall be an amount equal to the participant's contribution pursuant to a preferred provider 
contract. 

Sec. 2. Original section 44-4113, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is repealed.LB 454-----------------------------
FOR AN ACT relating to insurance; to require coverage for dental care involVing use of genera! anesthesia. 
Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska. 
Section 1. Notwithstanding section 44-3,131, no group policy of accident or health insurance, health services plan, or health 

maintenance organization subscription shall be delivered, issued for delivery, or renewed in this state on or after the effective date 
of this act unless such policy, plan, subscription, or contract includes coverage for general anesthesia and hospital charges for dental 
care provided in a hospital or ambulatory surgical center when general anesthesia in a hospital setting is determined by the treating 
dentist as necessary for the delively of dental care to a covered person because of medical, physical, or behavioral conditions. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *
 
LB SOS if enacted would increase the state tax on a pack of cigarettes from 34 cents to $1.00. It would triple the tax on 

chewing tobacco, cigars and other tobacco products. Much of the money generated would go to tobacco cessation and education 
programs plus health research in Nebraska. Senator Dave Landis of Lincoln introduced LB 505. 

LB 629 if passed would provide $43,000 to fund the Donated Dental Services (DDS) program. Volunteer dentists and dental 
labs would provide dental care for a select number of handicapped citizens free. The funds would be used to hire an administrator 
for the statewide program and cover a number of administrative expenses. The DDS program is active in nearly thirty states and 
is pal1 of the National Foundation of Dentistry for Handicapped. Senator LaVon Crosby of Lincoln introduced LB 629. 
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The NDA appreciates these Senators for helping introduce legislation that can have a positive impact on the oral health care 
of many citizens of Nebraska. 

Senator Crosby 
LB 454 & 629 

Senator Bohlke 
LB454 

Senator Byars 
LB454 

Senator Bentler 
LB442 

Senator Landis 
LE 505 

LEGISLATIVE BILLS INTRODUCED FOR BENEFIT EQUITY AND 
GENERAL ANESTHESIA INSURANCE COVERAGE 
By Larry Ruth, NDA Lobbyist 

The NDA has drafted and obtained the sponsorship of state legislation in two areas of great importance for dentists and their 
patients. Introduced as LB 442 and LB 454, these bills would add a degree of protection for patients in employee or union 
member benefits plans for health care services, and patients under health care insurance who must be given general anesthesia 
in a hospital. 

This bill was introduced by Lincoln Senator Chris Beutler. LB 442 would help insureds in preferred provider insurance plans 
to receive fair benefits when they go to dentists who are nonpreferred providers. Current law requires insurers to proVide 
unspecified benefits to insureds who go to their personal dentist instead of a dentist contracting with the insurance company; 
however. there is no protection for the insured to net a reasonable benefit for that care. LB 442 would require insurance 
companies in these cases to pay no less than 95% of the benefits which would have been paid if the dentist was a preferred 
provider. 

Dr. Robert Roesch of Fremont led the effort to have the bill drafted and introduced. He got the idea from the successful effort 
in South Carolina last year for similar legislation. Lobbyists Larry Ruth and Bill Mueller, along with Tom Bassett, refined the idea 
and adapted it to Nebraska law after attending a national meeting for lobbyists of dental associations. 

The NDA is facing strong opposition from the insurance industry. Please take a few minutes and thank Senator Beutler for his 
efforts. Just write him at: State Capitol Building, Lincoln, NE 68509 

This bill was introduced by Lincoln Senator LaVon Crosby, and co-signed by Hastings Senator Ardyce Bohlke and Beatrice Senator 
Dennis Byars. Dental patients have often struggled with the unfortunate problem of health care insurance not covering hospital and 
anesthesia charges when dental care must be proVided in a hospital setting. Drs. Gary Westerman and Randy Ellis of Omaha, and 
Dr. Ed Lockwood of Hastings have helped to lead the effo!1s. The American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry has been pa!1icularly 
helpful. LB 454 would require that health insurance provide coverage to its insureds for "general anesthesia and hospital charges 
for dental care provided in a hospital or ambulatory surgical center when general anesthesia in a hospital setting is determined by 
the treating dentist as necessary for the delivery of dental care-because of medical, physical or behavioral conditions. ,. 

Once again, this legislation will not be passed without substantial work on the part of dentists from across the state. Please 
thank Senators Crosby, Bohlke and Byars by dropping them a note at: State Capitol, Lincoln, NE 68509. 

(Cont'd on Page 16) 

LB 442 

LB 454 
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(Cont'dJrom Page 15) 

Political Action Needed! 
What can you do to help our legislative program? 

First, thanks to all of you who attended our NDA Legislative Reception. Over half of the legislators attended, and they were 
greeted by dentists from across the state. 

Second, tell your legislator how in your experience LB 442 and LB 454 are needed. Do it soon. Send a copy of your letter or 
a note summarizing your conversation to Larry Ruth or Bill Mueller (1233 Lincoln Mall, Suite 202, Lincoln NE 68508). This is a 
great help! 

Third, contribute to NEDPAC. Your contributions have helped to elect senators who know the importance of good dental care, 
and how hard Nebraska dentists strive to protect our citizens. If every dentist would do his or her part, NEDPAC could make an 
even greater contribution to good government in our state. It's never too early-or too late-to promote dentistry and the needs of 
our patients through the legislative process. 

In Memoriam...Forensic Death Notice 
Please search your records to help identify a patient Dr. Edward Domalakes of Omaha passed away on 

who died in a fiery car wreck. Aloysius, Alex, 55#505-38 December 28, 1998. He was 78. He was a 1949 graduate of 
0528, D.O.B. 10-17-33, contact Dr. John Filippi of Omaha, Creighton Dental School. Dr. Domalakes was a life member of 
(402) 341-6116 both the ADA and NDA. The NDA extends their sympathies to 

his wife, Elizabeth and family. 

Dr. Fred Wanek, 93, of North Platte died on December 30, 
1998. He was a 1933 graduate of UNMC College of DentistlY 
and was a life member of ADA and NDA. Our sympathies to 
his family. NEDPAC Wants You! 

In 1998 nearly 200 NDA members joined the Nebraska 
Dental Political Action Committee (NEDPAC). Thus far for 
1999, 150 have sent in their tax deductible contribution to 
NEDPAC/ADPAC. A personal check for $50 to the NDA gets 
you membership in both groups. Make your check out for 
$125 and you will become a member of ADPAC's Capital Club. 

United States Has WorstIn 1998 NEDPAC's donations to fundraisers and political 
campaigns totaled over $9,500. The PAC financial cupboard is Childhood Obesitynearly bare so there is a definite need to increase the 
membership rolls for 1999. Problem 

~ 
Researchers say the United States has the worst childhood 

___ Yes, I wish to join NEDPAC/ADPAC obesity problem in the world. Dr. James O. Hill, president of 
($50 membership) the North American Association for the Study of Obesity, said 

___ Yes, I wish to join NEDPAC/ADPAC at the 8th annual International Congress on Obesity that about 
Capital Club ($125 membership) one-quarter of American children are overweight, a higher 

percentage than in other countries. "Even though we have the 
Name: worst problem of childhood obesity, the U.S. is still doing less 

than almost anyone else," said Hill, a professor of pediatrics
Please return this with a personal check made out to the 

and medicine at the University of Colorado Health Sciences 
NDA to: 

Center, "We're beginning to see adult diseases like adult-onset NDA • 3120 "0" Street • Lincoln, NE 68570 
diabetes in adolescents." Americans need to stress physical 
activity again, as is done in Germany, England and Japan. 
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1999 NEDPAC Members (as ofJanuary 22, 1999) 
NEDPAC needs your assistance in order to help protect and support the dental profession in Nebraska. 

JOHN AHLSCHWEDE BRADLEY J HOPPENS ROBERT ROESCH 

CATHERINE ALLEY DANIEL HO\'(lARD HAROLD E ROSENAU 

CHARLES W ANDERSON JEFFERY HOWARD ROGER ROUBAL 

JAMES ANDERSON DONNA HOWE GEORGE H SCHLOTHAUER 

STEVE F ANDERSON TIMOTHY L JACOBS JACK D SCHNEIDER 

DONAW C ASBJORNSON SAM JACOBY ROBERT SCHOETTGER 

JON ASBJORNSON CfU\RLES JAMES jR GREGORY S SEARS 

WILLIAM F BAEDER JAMES F JE KINS JOHN R SEBERG 

CHARLES D BAUER PETER M JENSEN JOHN W SEGRlST 

GARY L BJERRUM TERRY JENSEN MICHAEL SESEMANN 

DAVID A BLAHA WAYNE KALDAHL JERRY SMITH 

DON S BLANK LONNIE KENNEL LARRY SMITH 

BRYCE W BONNESS THOMAS KlEFER DAVID SPANN 

ROBERT BRADY DENNIS KlNG ROBERT STALLINGS 

MICHAEL J BRYSO GAYLE S KNOLL MICHAEL STARKEY 

JAMES E BUTTERMORE HAROLD KRESI<.I JAMES STATES 

JEFF CLARKE RlCHARD T KRUEGER TRENT J STATES 

PATRICK J COCKERILL SONYA L KUMMER RAY STElNACHER 

DONALD COHEN BENTON KUTIER J TERRY SULLIVAN 

STEVEN COMBS SANDRA S LARSON MELISSA SVEE 

JACK COOPER MICHAEL LIEBENTRITT PAUL SWA E 

WILLIAIvl CORCORAN EDWARD H LOCKWOOD DO THEOPHlLUS 

RAYMOND CRONK VICTOR LOFGREEN WILLIAM J THIEMA 

LEE DAHL KEVIN LOW ALLEN THOMSE 

FRED J DIEDRlCHSEN DANIEL J MAAS HARRY TOLLY 

STEVEN DOKKEN CHRlS MACKNIGHT JAMES TRAMBLY 

KENNETH DONLAN RlCHARD MASHALL SCOTT A TRAPP 

DAVID H DUEY MAX MARTIN VICKl TREAT 

MARK EBERS PHILIP J MASCHKA KENNETH TUSHA 

JAMES FARRIS KIM MCFARLAND TIMOTHY TVRDIK 

ROBERT R FERGUSON JIM MCKNIGHT MICHAEL UNTHANK 

RICHARD FITZGERALD KlM MERCHANT MERLYN VOGT 

MICHAEL FLEl'vllNG STACY L MOFFENBIER JAMES WALKER 

DON FRICKE JAMES MURPHY DAVID WALLINE 

ROGER B GERSTNER MICHAEL P NEAL CHRlSTOPHER R WATERS 

TOM GOMON WILLIAM V NELSON STEVE WEG ER 

DOYLE D GUSTAFSON SCOTT R ONEIL DENNIS WEISS 

TERRY GUZALLIS GERALD OTT JACK WESCH 

LARRY HAISCH RlCHARD W PARKER WAYNE E WESSEL 

GERALD M HANEY KEN PEDERSEN DEBRA WEST 

PAULA HARRE TODD L PEDERSEN MARK WESTPHAL 

FREDERICK HECOX STEVEN L PEJSAR CHARLE W WILCOX 

LOUIS M HEDLUND JAMES PIETRO ANNE E WILLIAMSON 

JILL E HILD CASSANDRA PIETROK ROBERT WILSON 

ROBERT HINRICHS TERESA L POORMAl\l DAVID WOOD 

PAUL E HOLM WILLIAM PRlNTZ ROBERT ZAIMAN 

J SCOTT HORNBURG M L PUD\VILL DAVID ZALEWSKI 

WILLIAM HOLTHAUS BRUCE RAUSCHER PETER A ZIEGLER 
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February 9
 
ODDS general membership meeting. Speaker - Dr.
 
Bruce Bavitz, "Medical Emergencies," 6:30 p.m.
 
Dinner 7:30 p.m., Anthony's
 

February 19
 
NDA sponsored CE. Course, Dr. Mark Kyder, "New
 
Developments in the Diagnosis & Treatment of
 
Periodontal Diseases," Nebraska Center for
 
Continuing Education, 8:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. (4 hrs.
 
CE.) See the article in this month's NDA newsletter.
 

February 19
 
"Insurance Coding I" Dr. Scott Trapp, Creighton
 
University.
 

February 19
 
"Insurance Coding II," Dr. Tim McVaney, Creighton
 
University.
 

February 22
 
LDDA Board of Directors Meeting. 5:30 p.m., NDA
 
office.
 

March 2
 
ODDS Board meeting, Grisanti's, 6:30 p.m.
 

March 8
 
LDDA annual business meeting. Social, 5:30 p.m.
 
Dinner, 6 p.m. Villager Motel
 

March 9
 
ODDS CE. & general membership meeting. Table
 
Clinics, 6:00 p.m. Speaker, Dr. David Wells,
 
"Ceramics," 6:30-7:30 p.m. Dinner, 7:30 p.m., Offutt
 
AFB
 

March 11,12,13
 
CE. Courses in G.!. So. Sioux City & Omaha (see
 
Prodenco ad on pg. 10)
 

March 15
 
Southeast District annual spring meeting.,
 
Valentino's, Beatrice. Speaker, Dr. Nels Ewoldsen,
 
topic - "What's New in Ceramics and History of
 
Fluoride Release in Dental Materials," 8:30-12 noon,
 
business meeting following lunch,. Watch your mail
 
for more details.
 

March 27
 
North District annual spring meeting. Mark your
 
calendars now. More information to c~n1e.
 

April 13
 
ODDS Board meeting - 6:30 p.m. House of
 
Delegates Caucus - 7:30 p.m., Security National
 
Bank, (l20th & Maple).
 

April 15
 
NDA Board of Trustees, 12:30 p.m. Doubletree
 
Hotel.
 

April 16
 
NDA House of Delegates, 9 a.m., Doubletree Hotel
 

April 17-19
 
NDA Annual Session, Doubletree Hotel & Civic
 
Auditorium.
 

April 19
 
LDDA Board of Directors Meeting, 5:30 p.m. NDA
 
office.
 

·UNMC Course registration (402) 559-4523 
For information (402) 559-4152. 
·Creighton University registration & information 

to Omaha (402) 280-5054, outside Omaha 1(888) 
273-6576. 

--------Great Truths-------

GREAT TRUI'HS ABOurLIFE 
THAT Ll17ll1 CHILDREN HAVE LlJARNED: 

•	 No matter how hard you try, you can't baptize cats. 
•	 When your mom is mad at your dad, don't let her 

brush your hair. 
•	 If your sister hits you, don't hit her back. They always 

catch the second person. 
•	 Never ask your dlree-year old brother to hold a tomato. 
•	 You can't trust dogs to watch your food. 
•	 Reading what people write on desks can teach you a lot. 
•	 Don't sneeze when someone is cutting your hair. 
•	 Puppies still have bad breath even after eating a Tic Tac. 
•	 Never hold a dust buster and a cat at the same time. 
•	 School lunches stick to the wall. 
•	 You can't hide a piece of broccoli in a glass of milk. 
•	 Don't wear polka-dot underwear under white shorts. 
•	 The best place to be when you are sad is in Grandma's lap. 

GREAT TRUI'HS ABOur LIFE 
THATADULTS HAVE LEARNED: 

•	 Raising teenagers is like nailing Jell-O to a tree. 
•	 There is almost always something to be thankful for; 

for example, I am sitting here thinking how nice it is 
that wrinkles don't hurt. 

•	 A reason to smile: Every seven minutes of every day, 
someone, somewhere in an aerobics class pulls a hamstring. 

•	 The best way to keep kids at home is to make the home 
a pleasant atmosphere... and let the air out of their tires. 

•	 Carsickness is the feeling you get when the monthly 
car payment is due. 

•	 Families are like fudge - mostly sweet with a few nuts. 
•	 Toc!ay's mighty oak is just yesterday's nut mat held its 

ground. 
•	 Laughing helps. It's like jogging on the inside. 
•	 Middle age is when you choose your cereal for the 

fiber, not the toy. 
•	 The mind not only wanders, sometimes it leaves completely. 
•	 The more you complain, the longer God lets you live. 
•	 If you can remain calm, you just don't have all the facts. 
•	 Eat a live toad first thing in the morning, and nothing 

worse can happen to you the rest of the dayr 



19 NEBRASKA DENTAL ASSOCIATION 

FOR SAlE: Dental-ez dental chair (green) with Dr.'s. and 
assistant's chairs, Adec Priority 1005 (burgundy or lavender) with 
Dr's and assistant's chairs. Like new I 402-572-7677. 

FOR SAlE: 3 Pelton Crane Fantastic ceiling lights; 3 Dental Eze 
Signature carts 3636-065 with drawers; Pelton Crane compressor; 
Dentsply vacuum pump; reception room furniture (402) 397
1181 or (402) 391-1429 

DENTAL OFFICE IN WEST OMAHA. Sublease and/or excellent 
office sharing cooperative. Part time or full time. Terms and 
conditions negotiable. Inquire evenings (402) .3.34-1974. 

FOR PATIENTS in need of IV sedation, call Michael Starkey, 
DDS 1-800-681-3021. In Omaha 391-19.31. 

WAIKIKI CONDOMINIUM offering a 25% discount to NDA 
members for the 1999 ADA Annual Session in Honolulu. Located 
only 100 yards from Waikiki Beach and directly across from the 
Halekulani Hotel. The Imperial of Waikiki offers one or two 
bedroom suites with a choice of mini or full kitchens. Rates start 
at just $89 for studio. Call The Imperial of Waikiki at 1-800 347
2582 or FAX at (808) 923-7848 and ask for the "Cornhusker" rate. 
The Imperial of Waikiki is located at 205 Lewers in the heart of 
Waikiki. Aloha, Dr. Lum & Mary Lou Young. 

ASSOCIATE TO PARTNER OPPOR11JNI1Y in popular, quality 
family practice. Offers wide range of cases, two full-time 
hygienists with a growing new patient count. This family
oriented, back-to-basics town of 10,000 in western Nebraska has 
much to offer for professional and personal satisfaction. Fax 
C.v's and leners to (303) 377-5627, Allan D. Benson & 
Associates, 44 Cook St., Denver, CO 80206 

All ads With an NDA box number should be mailed to:
 

Nebraska Dental Association· NDA Box #
 

CONTINUE A TRADmON OF EXCEllENT DENTAL CARE. 
PRACTICE FOR SAlE. Ideal opportunity to purchase a modern, 
high income practice in a rural community with established 
patients, full staff, full-time hygienist, and equipment. Contact 
Dr. Doyle at (402) 223-5109 Fax: (402) 223-5310 or e-mail 
dal0138@navix.net. 

LINCOLN PRACTICE FOR SAlE: Well established, high quality 
family practice. Ideal opportunity for solo practitioner. Contact 
NDA, Box #1215. 

GENERAL DENTIST NEEDED for modern quality, preventiv"e 
practices surrounding Omaha-Council Bluffs area. Future 
options available. Send resume to NDA Box 1118. 

GP, SOUTH CENTRAL NEBRASKA - Gross $296K, 4ops, 3 staff. 
Call Peter Mirabito DDS, Precise Consultants, (303) 759-8425, 1
800 307-2537 

FOR SAlE: All the dental equipment and instruments for a 2 op. 
Practice including laboratory and office equipment. Asking 15K 
or best offer. Call (308) 235-4560 

ASSOCIATESHlP POSITION AVAILABLE in the Omaha 
NE/Council Bluffs ]A area. Potential buy-in opportunity. Please 
contact Valorie Wiley at (402) 733-3932 if interested. 

FOR SAlE: Tuttnauer Autoclave $1,500. Dry Heat Sterilizer $200, 
Air Techniques 2000 Film Processor $1,500, Panoramic X-ray unit 
$5,000, J-boxes $10 each, Over the Patient Delivery Unit w/ light, 
cuspidor, air/water syringe, .3 hanclpiece $1,600. Lincoln (402) 
423-3111 

• 3120 "0" Street· Lincoln NE 68510 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS: Must be submitted in typewritten form. Indicate the number of issues in which the ad is to be published 
Rates for NDA Members (per issue): $9.00 for 30 words or less; 30 cents for each additional word. For replies to NDA box number, an 
additional $1.00. For NON-NDA Members add fifty percent to these rates. NOTE: advanced payment for classified ads MUST accompany 
order. For Display Advertising rate card, contact the NDA office. Send classified ad with remittance to: 

Nebraska Dental Association· 3120 "0" Street· Lincoln NE 68510 
DEADLINE: Three weeks before publication. 

10th District Trustee Report
 
By Dr. Mike Pudwill 

The December board meeting differs from the others 
because it encompasses two days in a retreat format followed 
by two days of the regular board meeting. The planning 
session focused this year on the Future of Dentistry and directly 
on the relevance of what the ADA should do/not do to be well 
positioned for success in the future. 

The keynote presentation for the retreat and planning 
session was given by David Zach, a futurist and author. He 
gave a very interesting perspective by stating "our aim for the 
future must be: clear thinking in the face of endless information 
and our intuitions is our defense." He mentioned, "the need to 
identify authority and bias in order to verify the accuracy of the 
information we encounter, the need to navigate through 
contradiction is impOltant, and we must learn and continue to 
learn as the right to not learn in our society is gone." These are 
only a few of the provocative thoughts he provided. 

Continued Competency 
In August of 1998, the Board directed the Council on Dental 

Education and Licensure (CDEL) to review, monitor and update 
the Board on all existing information on the issue of continued 
competency. The Board also directed the CDEL to formulate a 

definition of continued competency. This report was presented 
to the Board in December and provided considerable helpful 
information and background on the topic. There are two states 
that have dental competency programs. The state of Utah 
adopted legislation that mandates continuing competency and 
the dental board has issued regulations setting forth the criteria 
but it is not known, as of this writing, whether the regulations 
have been fully implemented. The California Dental 
Association (CDA) developed a voluntary assessment program 
in 1997. This was done because a program to assure the 
dentist's competency needed to be in place prior to the 
adoption of any statutory provisions for licensure by 
credentials. The CDA developed a manual for member use in 
April of 1998 and the program is a voluntary self assessment 
approach with no reporting mechanism. According to the 
CDEL, most of the dental specialty certifying boards has 
voluntary or mandatory requirements associated with the re
certification process. 

In closing, I appreciate your comments, opmlOns and 
questions. Please contact me at (402) 488-6971 (H); (402) 472-0172 
(W); fax (402) 472-6681 or e-mail pudwillm@ada,org, 
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Practice Transitions
 

Practice Management
 

Marketing Effectiveness
 

Profit Enhancement
 

Merger Analysis
 

Fee Analysis
 

Strategic Planning
 

Tax and Accounting
 

Lo~a. Expertise! 

No CQntinaenrcy F es! 

RogerE.Howa~,CPA Tom H. Schnack, CPA 
Debra J. Bacon, CPA, CFP Thomas L. Larkin, DDS 

Seim, Johnson Sestak & Quist, LLP
 
10843 Old Mill Road, Suite 400
 

Omaha, NE 68154-2644
 
(402) 330-2660
 

Fax (402) 330-5108
 
tschnack@sjsQ.com
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