
8 NEBRASKA DENTAL ASSOCIATION 

Update on PARCA
 
(As ofMay 1,1998, Neb'raska's Congressmen Bereuter and 

Barrett have not signed on as co-sponsors ofPARGA. Maybe a 
few dozen dentists should encourage them to do so. Editor) 

Dentist/Rep. Charlie Norwood, the Georgia Republican 
behind ADA-supported patient protection legislation, said his 
bill is "unstoppable." 

The Patient Access to Responsible Care Act, HR 1415, signed 
its 227th cosponsor, GOP Rep. Charles Bass of New 
Hampshire, this month, and Rep. NOlwood exulted: 

"Since the managed care lobby began its campaign to drive 
away cosponsors of the bill on January 21, tluee [House] 
members have withdrawn from the bill, while 20 new 
members have signed on." He noted that 218 votes are 
needed to pass the bill in the 435-member House. 

"The momentum behind the bill now appears to be 
unstoppable," Rep. Norwood said in a March 20 statement 
under the headline: NORWOOD: 20; i'vlANAGED CARE 
LOBBY: 3. 

PARCA, however, awaits resolution of a House leadership 
debate. Hou. e Republican leaders have appointed an 11­
member task force, including Rep. NOlwood, to draft legislation 
respooding to public unrest about managed care. Until then, 

no patient protection legislation will move in the House. 
Meanwhile, a springtime flowering of patient protection 

legislation enhances ADA-backed PARCA legislation and 
energizes the patient rights debate in Congress. 

Democratic congressional leaders came up with their own 
hill. A new and separate bipartisan bill tracks goals of 
physician specialty groups. There is even talk, among 
Democrats, of forcing a House vote on patient rights 
legislation. 

Regarding PARCA costs, the opponents have claimed that if 
enacted health insurance premiums will skyrocket. Here's a 
factual response to that worn out threat. 

A study released Jan. 29 by Don Muse and Associates 
suggests that if PARCA were enacted as currently drafted, 
health insurance premiums would increase by 0.7-2.6 percent, 
a far lower rate than suggested by opponents of the bill. 

Rep. Norwood expressed disdain for opponents use of cost 
analyses to attack PARCA and said such -rudies are often 
commissioned to support a particular point f view. 
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IMMEDIATE DENTAL CARE
 

Experienced, highly qualified dentists trained to handle dental emergencies.
 
No appointments necessary.
 

Major credit cords and most insurance plans accepted.
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For the Rest of Your Practice Life with
 
AFTCO's 3-Day Practice Program!
 

Enjoy the following benefits: 
• Fund your retirement plan 

• Protect the value of your practice 

• Eliminate stress 
• Improve your golf score 

• Add quality to your life 

It's time to call AFTCO!
 
1-800-232-3826
 

Visit our Website: www.aftconet.com 
Offices Located Nationwide! 
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