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Research 

M any features in FOCUS have 
highlighted CHPE service, 
teaching and scholarly initia- 

tives in clinical practice and health 
policy. At the same time CHPE members 
also are dedicated to maintaining high 
ethical standards of clinical research 
whether it be in the basic sciences (i.e., 
microbiology, pharmacology, genetics, 
etc.) or clinical arenas. 

As the field of research ethics 
matures, biomedical researchers and 
ethicists alike are also discovering that 
certain practices, previously taken for 
granted, actually present complex ethical 
challenges. One such area is the use of 
human tissues for research purposes. 
What is the moral status of parts that 
have been removed from the body? Who 
owns these tissues? Do we need consent 
from their donors to use them for 
research purposes? Earlier this year, 
CHPE and Creighton's Department of 
Pa thology cosponsored a thought 
provoking round table discussion on 
these questions. Shortly thereafter, 
Center faculty participated in two radio 
programs in the Creighton Healthwise 
series devoted to the same topic. I am 
also pleased to announce that this 
summer a new book entitled Oiur~ersluip 
ofthe Hunzm Body co-edited by Henk 
ten Have and CHPE member Jos Welie 
appeared. This scholarly but very 
readable book is published by Kluwer in 
its "Philosophy of Medicine" series and 
covers critical philosophical, ethical and 
legal questions concerning the use of 
body parts and tissues. 

Most readers are aware that today 
all federally funded human or animal 
studies research in the United States is 
governed by strict ethical guidelines. 

Ethics: Opportunity and Mission 
Each research protocol is submitted to 
rigorous review and must be approved 
before the investigator is allowed to 
proceed with a proposed project. 
Research on human subjects is reviewed 
by local IRB's (Institutional Review 
Board); animal research by animal 
review committees. Creighton 
University has outstanding committees 
for both types of research. Several CHPE 
members includingwinifred Ellenchild 
Pinch, Frank Dowd and Kate Brown have 
served on the Creighton University IRB. 

A second opportiu4ty for service is as 
ethics consultants during the prepara- 
tion of research proposals or during the 
course of a project itself. Several 
members participate as members of 
larger university or community forums 
as well. For example, Winifred Pinch is a 
distinguished nurse researcher and chair 
of CHPE's Research Committee. Tlus 
year she was invited to participate on 
a national research team to conduct a 
meta-analysis of all quantitative studies 
in nursing ethics completed from 1985 - 
1996. She also participated in July 1997 
in an invitational conference for nurse 
researchers at the National Center for 
Nursing Research at NIH. Annually 
she is invited to serve as a research 
consultant to novice researchers at the 
Midwest Nursing Research Society 
Convention. 

Presently I am chairing the governor- 
appointed Nebraska Human Genetic 
Technologies Commission charged with 
making recommendations to the state 
legislature regarding ethical and social 
issues related to genetics research. The 
recommendations of that study are due 
to be released in December. 

Our teaching mission includes 
research ethics as well. Virtually every 

course offering addresses research 
ethics. A full course entitled 
"Professional Responsibility in Research 
is offered by CHPE Associate Rod Nairn 
and me. Now in its second year, this 
graduate level course is required for all 
the Master's degree and Ph.D. students 
in the biomedical sciences. Part is 
didactic, with sessions offered by leaders 
in the biomedical sciences, ethics and 
law. Topics include scientific integrity 
(values and duties), authorship and peer 
review, mentoring issues, conflict of 
interest, academic - corporate collabora- 
tions and others. Cases highlighting 
the issues provide students with an 
opportunity to discuss the moral duties, 
rights and character traits of investiga- 
tors and institutions. 

A feature of the course that has 
drawn city-wide attention is a play at 
the end of the course which is also open 
to the public. Graduate Dean Barbara 
Braden coordinates this effort with local 
actors. We have presented two plays 
highlighting research ethics issues, both 
written by Robert G. Martin, an NIH 
scientist and playwright. Following each 
performance a CHPE ethicist joins a 
scientist to lead the discussion with 
audience and actor participation around 
the issues raised by the story. 

This brief glimpse into our on-going 
attention to research ethics should 
highlight our commitment: CHPE 
members view it not only as an oppor- 
tunity to engage in discussions of highly 
significant social issues, but as an 
inherent aspect of our mission to keep 
human dignity and cherished values at 
the center of our - and society's - focus. 

Ruth B. Purtilo 



CHPE Website Goes On4 ine 

T he CHPE website r - 6 X  

El0 
is now on-line, - 3' thanks to our research : 

assistant, Tim Moore. He 
collected and formatted 
data to create this presence 
for the Center on the 
world wide web. The 
address is: 

From the homepage, you 
can access 4 major sections: 
1. "About the Center"; 
2. "Upcoming Events"; 
3. "Publications"; and 
4. "Faculty". These sections 
are accessed by clicking on 
the graphic title at the right 
of the page. Alternatively, 
you can also click on the text 
links at the bottom of the 
page where you will also 
find a link to the Facultv and 
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Staff Index providing addresses 
(regular and electronic mail) and 
phone numbers for all faculty and 
staff associated with the Center. 

Above the text links, there is also a 
link to the full text of S. Kay Toombs 
lecture for the Women and Health 
lecture entitled "Where Would SHE 
Like to Sit?" (See related story, Page 4) 

Throughout the site are links back 
to the homepage, and also back to 
section pages. As you explore the site, > 
you will also find that you can get to 
pages from different places. The links on 
these pages will send you back to the 
previous page so that you do not get 
stuck inside a page. The site is also best 
viewed with a monitor resolution of 
800 X 600. While any resolution will 
work, this resolution is best for the 
Center's site. 

"About the Center" contains links 
to our mission, articles and reports 
related to the center. It also has a link 
to the Faculty and Staff Index. It also 
includes a posting of the Senior 
Visiting Fellow position available 
at the Center. 

"Upcoming Events" is a listing 
of events sponsored by the Center. 
As events occur, this page will also 
provide links to the text of lectures 
when the Center is allowed to 
publish them. 
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The "Publications" section contains 
the last two issues of FOCUS. These back 
issues will include links to supporting 
material found on the web. This section 
will continue to grow as past issues are 
put on-line and other electronic publica- 
tions are made available. 

Finally, the "Faculty" section provides 
web-surfers the opportunity to get to 
know each of the members of the center. 
By clicking on the th~unbnail images, or 
on the name of the person, your browser 
is directed to a page dedicated to that 
faculty member. These individual pages 
include educational credentials, selected 
publications, and research interests. 
Anyone is welcome to e-mail <my of the 
faculty to ask questions regarding their 
research and related interests. In the 
future these pages will also include links 

to classes taught by the fa cult)^. 
Some current additions to watch for 

will be the resource pages related to the 
various areas of research in the Center. 
These pages will direct the browser 
to other pages discussing topics such 
as medical ethics, nursing ethics, 
clinical ethics, and others. We are also 
beginning to explore the possibility of 
other services ancl programs to utilize 
this new medium to meet our mission. 

Tips for "surfing" the web. 
The "e" (back) and "a" (forward) 

buttons on your browser allow you 
to scroll through where you have been. 
Sometimes you might find a dead end in 
your "surfing" and this will be the easiest 
way to back out of the dead end. 



The address or Uniform Resource 
Locator (URL) should be prefaced 
with ''http://". This g i ~ ~ e s  the ! 
protocol for the transfer of data. 
The entire URL for the Center is: 
http:/ /chpe.creighton.edu/index.htm. 
This identifies the protocol, the server, 

I 
and the file from which you would 
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Please note: There is no "w~vw" in 

our site URL. While many do begin 
their address with the " W M ~ M ~ "  most 
do not. Always make sure you ha\re 
the correct address. One misplaced 
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Upcoming Events 
Clirzicnl Ethics Session 

Co-Spo~isored zuitlz the Departinelit 
of Fn~nily Prnctice 

Tiiesdny, December 15, 2998, 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. 
Saint Joseph Hospitnl, Roortf 2382 

Clirzicnl Ethics Sessiorz 
Co-Sporisored with the Departrne~it 

ofOB/GYN 
Wednesday, Jorumry 6, 1999,8:00 - 9:00 o m .  

Snirzt Joseph Hospitnl, Sen~innr Roo111 
SC 

Clinical Ethics Sessiori 
Co-Sponsored 7oifh the Depnrfrncrlt 

of l n  fernnl Medicirw 
Wedriesdny, Febrimnj 24, 1999, 

12:OO - 1:00 p.m. 
Saint Josepli Hospital, Se~iziizar ROOM 

a 
Ta i fh  Arirziinl Ethics Cornmiffee Workshop 

The Many  Faces of Strflering: 
Issues for Ethics Comnzittees 

Snfurday, March 6, 1999,8:30 - 400 p.m. 
Creightorz University, Skut t Student 

Center Ballroom 

School of Medicine Distinguished Leckrre 
Susnrl Tolle, M.D. 

Thimdny, March 18, 1999,12:00 - 1:00 p.m. 
Sponsored by CHPE nnd 
Depnrfrnerit of ~Meriicine 

Boystmuti Nntionnl Resenrch 
Hospital Aitditoriurn 

SC 

For more information call the 
Center office at (402) 280-2017 

Center News 

S tephanie , 
Wolf joined 
the Center 

in September 
1998. Stephanie 
is the part-time 
Faculty Secretary. 
She will assist 
the faculty J j z  1 
by processing :*,.- - \ 
correspondence --I-- l- -- 
and course materials as well as the 
Center in its daily functions. Stephanie 
will graduate in March with an AAS 
from Metr~politan Community College. 
She is very pleased to be working at 
the Center. 

n 1975, the 32nd General 
Congregation of the Society of 1, esus called upon Jesuit universities 

to promote justice as an integrating 
factor of their educational ministries. 
Earlier this year, all 28 Jesuit universities 
began a critical self-study of their 
campuses' responses to the call. 
Regional conferences on "the faith 
that does justice" will take place in 
1999, and a national conference at 
Santa Clara University in 2000. 
CHPE member Dr. Jos Welie has 
been appointed to Creighton's self- 
study committee as representative 
of the university's Health Sciences 
Division. 

A my Haddad has been appointed 
Chair of the Ad Hoc Committee 
on Affirmative Action and 

Diversity of the American Association 
of Colleges of Pharmacy in Alexandria, 
Virginia. The charge of this committee 
is to examine the legal, political, moral 
and ethical environments within higher 
education related to diversity and AACP 
member schools' specific performance 
and goals in this area. 

She has also been asked to serve as 
a member of the joseph A. Oddis Ethics 
Colloqiii~r~n Advisory Committee of the 
American Society of Health-System 
Pharmacists Research and Education 
Foundation of Bethesda, Maryland. 
The advisory committee will develop 
an action plan for the Colloqiiiilni 
whose goal is to provide health-system 
pharmacists and others with guidance 
and educational resources necessary to 
make sound ethical decisions in clinical 
pharmacy practice. 

I n May 1998, Dr. Ruth Purtilo, Director 
was the recipient of an honorary 
Doctor of Science degree from the 

Philadelphia College of Pharmacy 
and Science, Philadelphia, PA. She 
received the degree "in recognition 
of outstanding professional leadership 
in the ethics of health care and a 
distinguished career in the education 
and practice of physical therapy." 
She also holds two other honorary 
doctoral degrees. 



"Where Would SHE Like to Sit?" The Personal and Societal 
Challenge of Chronic lllness and Disability 

1998 Women and Health Lecture by Dr. Kay Toombs I 

The Ccntrrfor Health Policy nrld Ethics 1998 
Mbnzen nnd Henlth Lecture wns presented by Dr. 
Kay Toombs, Associate Profissor ofPhilosophy nt 
Bnybr Uiziversity in  Wnco, Texas. Sortie highlights 
q f  her lecture ore irzclude~l belo7u. Thejrrll text if 
her lectrrre, as well ns ndditiorial biogrophicnl 
it$ornintiorz nboirt Dr. Toonibs, cnr7 bejourid on 
the horrle page $the Cerzterjor Health Polic!~ arrd 
Ethics at http:Ilchpe.creightott.edzr. 

"I llness changes our relationship with 
our bodies. In health we take for 
granted that we have control over our 

bodies. . . Bodily disorder destroys this 
taken-for-grantedness." And so began 
our journey with Dr. S. Kay Toombs as 
she led the audience into the world of 
the chronically ill and disabled during 
the 1998 Women and Health Lecture. 
Dr. Toombs is an Associate Professor of 
Philosophy at Baylor University. She is 
a graduate of Baylor University, Waco, 
Texas with a B.A. (Summa Cum Laude) 
and an M.A. in Philosophy. Additionally 
she earned a second M.A. and a P11.D. 
from Rice University, Houston, Texas, 
both in Philosophy. 

Dr. Toombs' presentation combined 
the poignant self-revelation of her 
personal experience with multiple 
sclerosis and a keen philosophical 
analysis of the sick person's encounter 
with illness. The scholarly appraisal of 
temporality, spatial perceptions, bodily 
movement, body image, role function, 
and emotionality was solidly grounded 
in myriad examples from Dr. Toombs' 

own day-to-day confrontations with 
the practical implications of the changes 
illness imposes on these dimensions 
of living. 

Dr. Toombs laments the focus of 
"contemporary medical care. ..on acute 
disease with a corresponding emphasis 
on high technology treatment oriented 
toward cure and f~dl restoration of 
function." Instead she suggests that 
"the focus must shift from cure of 
disease to enabling the patient to live 
well in the face of (rather than in the 
absence of) physical or mental disorder." 
This requires according to Toombs, 
among several elements, a re-definition 
of health, inclusion of health promotion/ 
disease prevention strategies for the 
disabled as well as the healthy, attention 
to the relief of suffering, promotion of 
personal wholeness, and assistance to 
remain in familiar surroundings as long 
as possible. 

"Thinking carefully about the.. . 
challenges of chronic illness and disabili- 
ty seems particularly important at a time 
when chronic disorders represent the 
major source of morbidity and mortality 
in our society," Dr. Toombs asserted. 
"Equally important (to the treatment 
of diseases) is a social commitment to 
celebrate rather than stigmatize, physical 
difference" as more individuals function 
throughout life with permanent disabili- 
ties and recover from conditions such as 
cardiac disease and cancer. In addition 
there are growing numbers of older 

individuals who can expect to experi- 
ence at least one chronic disease. 
Toombs concluded, "There is a great 
deal of truth to the notion that being 
able-bodied actually means being 
'temporarily able-bodied.' The probabil- 
ity is that we will all experience chronic 
disease in our own lives." 

Dr. Toombs has presented her 
reflections on issues relating to the 
experience of illness and disability, the 
phenomenology of the body, the care 
of the chronically ill, the challenges of 
incwable illness, and the relationship 
between health care professionals 
nationally and internationally. She is 
the author of The Menning oflllness: 
A Phenornenologicnl Account of the 
Different Perspective of Pliysicin~~ nnd 
Paticut (1992), co-editor of Chronic Illness; 
From Experiewe to Policy (1995), and 
published numerous other monographs 
and articles. 

Wilzifed I. Ellnzclzild Pinch 

FOCUS 
FOCUS is published twice a year in 
the Spring and Fall by Creighton 
University's Center for Health Policy 
and Ethics, 2500 California Plaza, 
Criss TI, Room 232, Omaha, NE-68178; 
Telephone (402) 280-2017. 
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