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T he Center for Health Policy and 
Ethics is a m~dtidisciph~ary group 
of scholars devoted to research, 

teaching, and service in the ethics of 
health care and health policy. Center 
faculty strive to effectively comm~micate 
findings from their research to the com- 
munity and provide substantive materials 
for use in teaclung and service. Therefore, 
when five new books by CHPE faculty 
were released within a couple months 
of each other, it seemed fitting to share 
them with the readershp of FOCUS. 

The five books are strilungly different 
from each other in content, focus and 

style. The diversity reflects the richness 
with which the field of bioethics has 
emerged as a major force in health 
professions education and practice. At 
the same time, they demonstrate our 
common concern about compelling 
ethical and social issues, a concern that 
links Creighton University's CHPE to 
the health professions and larger society 
we are called to serve. 

As a Center, we feel that the com- 
pletion of sigruficant projects should be 
celebrated - it may be the completion 
of a course, the publication of an article, 
guiding a student through troubled 

times, leadership on a committee, 
receipt of a grant (to begin yet another 
major project!). Naturally, we count 
the design, writing and publication 
of a book as a major task. Many 
of you support us as a Center and as 
individuals; therefore you should not 
be surprised that we also want to share 
our time of celebration with you on 
the release of our most recent books. 
The good news is that there's "more 
to come!" Watch for future issues 
of FOCUS! 

THE ARDUOUS TOUCH 

Women's Voices in Health Care 

edifed by Amy Morre Hnddod and Kotc H. arown 

NotaBell Books 1 Purdue University 
Press, September 1999,188 pp. 
Paper, ISBN: 1-55753-154-4, $14.95 
To order call: 1-800-933-9637 

About the Book 

I n this anthology by \\Tomen in health 
care, the authors reflect on frustra- 
tions, fear, anger, hope, friendship, and 

awe they have felt working \vith patients 
of all ages and families in a variety of 
settings. 

Literature can be a rich source 
of guidance to help with contemporary 
ethical dilemmas facing health care 
professionals and patients. Poems and 
stories can help us to identify moral 
problems, promote empathy, and tolerate 
ambiguity in health and illness. The 
depth and detail within stories and 
poems allow readers to experience the 
contradictory feelings, complex relation- 
ships, and situational messiness that 
characterize ethical quandaries in actual 
practice. These works by women in 
health care contribute to our understand- 
ing by introducing characters who 
struggle with illness and aging or who 
try to make sense of their own feelings in 
the face of pain and mortality. Who better 
to capture the essence of this complexity 
than people worlung directly in it? 

The anthology is divided into three 
parts, reflecting three major themes in 

feminist perspectives in ethics: power 
and powerlessness, vulnerability and 
voice, connection and disconnection. 
These works included in the section 
power and powerlessness bring to light 
the hidden issues of inequities of power 
in health care. Ironically, not only 
do patients feel powerless, but often 
caregivers do too. In the section on 
vulnerability and voice, the authors 
share the common thread of the inability 
to be heard in the health care system. 
Related to the issues of power and 
powerlessness, some of the works 
explore the experience of losing one's 
voice, either due to disease, mental 
illness, or social coercion. Other works 
explore attempts to find a voice that 
can be heard over the cacophony 
that accompanies ethical deliberation. 
The writings in the section dealing 
\vith connection and disconnection 
focus on the myriad relationships that 
are established, nurtured, and broken in 
the chaotic, impersonal environment of 
health care. The works reflect the place 
where professionals and patients meet 
and recognize shared joys and tragedies. 
The works also explore the perhaps 
unbridgeable distances between the 
care giver and cared-for. 



Oxford University Press, Sept. 1999 
ISBN: 019513280-7 
To order: 1-800-451-7556 

E very pharmacist is constantly 
making ethical choices. Sometimes 
these choices are dramatic, life- 

and-death decisions, but often they will 
be more subtle, less conspicuous choices 
that are nonetheless important. Issues 
such as assisted suicide, conscientious 
refusal, pain management, equitable and 
efficacious distribution of drug 
resources within institutions and 
managed care plans, confidentiality, and 
alternative and non-traditional therapies 
are of ~mique concern to pharmacists. 

One way of seeing the implications of 
these issues and others and the moral 
choices that are lnherent is to look at the 
experiences of one's colleagues, to listen 
to their stories and the kinds of choices 
they have had to make in situations like 
the ones typically faced by pharmacists. 

The use of case studies in health care 
ethcs is not new, but the use of this 
method in pharmacy is. Case Studies 
in Pharmacy Ethics is an important 
teaclung tool to help pharmacy students 
and pharmacists prepare for and 
competently address the increasing 
number of ethical problems arising in 
the pharmacy profession. Case Studies 
in Pharmacy Ethics is not merely a 
compilation of cases. Rather, the format 
is organized for the systematic study of 
applied ethics. Part I explores how to 
distinguish ethical problems from other 
kinds of evaluative judgements and 
examines the sources of values in 
pharmacy posing basic questions about 
the meaning and justification of ethical 
claims. Part I1 explores the basic princi- 
ples of ethics as they have an impact on 
pharmacy. Specific cases from clinical 
settings pose in a systematic way the 
various questions raised by each of the 

major ethical principles- benefitting the 
patient, distributing resources justly, 
respecting autonomy, dealing honestly 
with patients, keeping promises of 
confidentiality, and avoidance of killing 
(including new issues for pharmacists 
such as assisted suicide). Part I11 
examines some of the special problems 
of contemporary pharmacy such as the 
linkages between pharmaceutical care 
and professional practice, human 
experimentation, reproductive issues, 
genetic technology, death and dying, 
and mental health. 

All of the cases are based on real 
situations experienced by one of the 
authors or obtained as part of a national, 
random survey of registered pharma- 
cists from a variety of practice settings 
conducted by Dr. Amy Haddad. 
Attention has been paid so as to equit- 
ably represent gender, educational 
preparation, and ethnicity. Also, a 
variety of clinical practice settings 
such as hospitals, ambulatory clinics, 
HMOs, insurance companies, university 
clinics, and community pharmacy are 
represented since pharmacists are no 
longer bound to the traditional 
community setting. 

WB Saunders Company, 1999,310 pp. 
Paper, ISBN: 0-7216-7799-1, $30.00 
To order call: 1-800-544-0292 

About the Book 

T h s  textbook has found its niche 
among health professions students 
and professionals on the front lines 

of clinical decision-making. Broad in 
scope, practical in tone, the newly 
released third edition updates ethcal 
theory and methods relevant to every- 
day practice, reflecting how health 
care ethics has matured since the first 
edition was released in 1981. Through 
cases and discussion readers are invited 
to address long-standing bioethical 
issues as well as reflect on contemporary 
themes such as managed care, assisted 
suicide, organization ethics, end-of-life 
care and clinical genetics. A six-step 
process of ethical decision-mahg is 
included. Space is provided for readers 
to "write in" responses and check 
them against what they have learned. 
Objectives and cross referencing also 
are designed to aid learning. 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Section 1: Introduction to the ethical 
dimensions in the health professions 
I .  Morality and Ethics: What are they and 

Why Do They Matter? 

~ ~ ~ - -~ 

2. All You Need to Know about Ethics 
Approaches and Theories-I: Background 
Information and Case-Driven Approaches 

3. All You Need to Know about Ethics 
Approaches and Theories-11: Background 
Information and Case-Driven Approaches 

4. Prototypes of Ethical Problems 
5 .  A Six-Step Process of Ethical Decision 

Making for You to Follow 
Section 2: Ethical Dimensions of 
Professional Roles 
6. Surviving Student Life Ethically 
7. Surviving Professional Life Ethically 
8. Support and Challenges as a Member of the 

Health Care Team 
Section 3: Ethcal Dimensions of the 
Professional-Patient Relationship 
9. Confidentiality 

10. Information Disclosure: Truth Telling 
I I .  Informed Consent 
12. Ethical Issues in End-of-Life Care 
13. Special Challenges: "Difficult" Patients and 

Patients in Suicidal Crisis 
Section 4: Ethical Dimensions of the 
Social and Institutional Contexts of 
Health Care 
14. Distributive Justice: Clinical Sources of 

Claims for Health Care 
15. Compensatory Justice: Social Sources of 

Claims for Health Care 
16. Living Ethically within the Organizations of 

Health Care 
17. Good Citizenship and Your Professional 

Role: Life As Opportunity 



Creighton University Press, 1998,321 pp. 
Cloth, ISBN: 1-881871-26-6, $29.95 
Paper, ISBN: 1-881871-27-4, $19.95 
To order call 1-800-247-6553 

About the Book 

I n contemporary health care ethics, 
respect for patient autonomy is often 
considered the primary ethical 

principle, trumping all others. Many 
health care ethicists and clinicians alike 
presume that it is impossible to make 
judgments about patients' best interests. 
Patients and their health care providers 
meet as moral strangers. Hence, the 
conventional wisdom is that clinical 
interactions should be based on a 
contractual relationship between two 
respectful but estranged people. 

The author challenges ths  moral 
stranger metaphor and attempts to 
restore the phenomenon of intersubjec- 
tive, benevolent care. He presents a 
philosophical-anthropological founda- 
tion for clinical ethics in which such 
notions as suffering, sympathy and 
solidarity are central. The author's 
multidisciplinary background in 
medicine, philosophy and law, and his 
experience as a clinical ethicist, merge in 
this powerful argument for a personalist 
ethcs in health care. His extensive 
discourse with so many established 
names in both European and American 
philosophy and bioethics will make 

this book a valuable resource to many 
professionals. 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

1. Bioethics: Critique & Reorientation 
2. Moral Strangers 
3. Black-boxes 
4. Sympathy 
5. In the Face of Suffering 
6. Solitarity or Solidarity? 
7. The Careful Person 
8. For the Patient's Good 
Epilogue 
Bibliography 
Index 

From air 1998 Senior Visiting 
Fellou,, Dr. Mary Mo-lzozuald: 

Anita WaIters, David Wasserman & 
Mary B, Mahowald: Disabilify, 
Di'erence, Discriminntion. 
Perspectives on justice in bioethics 
and public policy. 
Rowan & Littlefield, 1999,176 pp 
Cloth, ISBM: 0-8476-9223-X, $18.95 
Paper, ISBN: 0-8476-9222-1, $54.00 
To order, call: 1-800-273-5720 
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Kluwer Academic Publishers, 1998,256 pp 
Cloth, ISBN: 0-7923-5150-9, $120.00 
To order email: orderdept@wkap.nl 

About the Book 

T his is the first book in healthcare 
ethics addressing the moral issues 
regarding ownership of the human 

body. Modern health care increasingly 
transforms the body and makes use of 
body parts. Hearts, lungs and kidneys 
are transplanted from one human being 
into the other. Once discarded body 
tissues and fluids are now used by 
pharmaceutical industries to produce 
new and profitable drugs. The economic 
interests in parts of the human body 
are staggering. 

This book analyzes the concept of 
body ownership. First, various uses of 
body parts are discussed. Next, different 
societal and legal systems are compared. 
Finally, diverging theoretical perspec- 
tives on the body are analyzed. 

The book reflects a wide variety 
of national perspectives as well. The 
authors represent nine European 
countries and the United States. 
Notwithstanding the breadth and 
depth of this book, it is accessible to 
a broad audience, ranging from 
clinicians and researchers, to ethicists 
and policy makers. 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

H.AA4.J. tm Hnve G. 1. V.M. lAlrlir: 
Medicine, Ownership, and the Human Body 

B. Blassrcliter: Autopsy 
F. Heubel: D e f i i g  the Functional Body and 

its Parts: A Review of German Law 
H.A.E. Z z w f .  \~Vhy Should Remunerated 

Blood Donation be Unethical? 
M! Dekkrrs 8 H.A.M.1. tor Haw: Bio-medical 

Research with Human Body 'Parts' 
D. Gmrin: Ownership of the Human Body: 

Some Historical Remarks 
Z. Szzuor.ski: The Stick, the Eye, and 

Ownership of the Body 
1.V.M. IVelie 8 H.A.M.1. terz Hove: Medical 

Interventions and Statutory Fo~tndations. 
Ownership of the Human Body: 
The Dutch Context 

A. Fagot-Lnrgenult: Ownership of the Human 
Body: Judicial and Legislative Responses 
in France 

K. W. Wildes, 51.: Libertarianism and 
Ownership of the Human Body 

P. Sclrotsrri~tis: Ownership of the Body: 
A Personalist Perspective 

U.1. lnrsctz: Property, Rights, and the Body: 
The Danish Context - A Democratic Ethics 
or Recourse to Abstract Right 

F.1. Illlrfirdt: Ownership of the Human Body: 
Deontological Approaches 

M. Evans: The Utility of the Body 



Gail M. Jensen, PT, PhD 
Dr. Jensen is an Associate Professor in the 
Department of Physical Therapy and 
Department of Occupational Therapy at 
Creighton University. She holds an h4.A. 
(1978) in physical therapy and Ph.D. (1987) 
in educational evaluation / sociology, both 
from Stanford University. She came to 
Creighton in 1993 when the doctor of 
phy&al therapy 
proEram was initiated. . ., 
Her research interests 
include clinical 
reasoning and the 
development of 

health care ethics to ~liysical therapy 
students and will continue to do so in her 
new role as CHPE Faculty Associate. 

Denta l  Ethics Session 
Co-sponsored with the School of Dentistry 
10s Welie, PhD: Is d m t i s t ~ y  a professioll? 
A report on the Dental Ethics Sirrnlnit 1 
Monday, April 5,1999,8:00 - 9:00 am 
Dental School, Room 131 

Health Lizzu b Ethics Session 
Patient decision tnakitlg incornpetcnce - 
Iiiternatior~al perspectives 
Sander Welie, Wsych, JD (University of 
Maastricht, The Netherlands) 
Bela Blasszauer, JD (Hungary & CHPE) 
Edward Birmingham, JD & Jos Welie, ID, PhD 
(Creighton University) 
Thursday, April 8,1999,1230 - 1:20 pm 
Creighton Law School, Room 104 

Linda S. Scheirton, PhD 
Dr. Scheirton is Assistant Dean for Student 
Affairs, School of Pharmacy and Allied 
Health Professions, and Associate Professor, 
Department of Occupational Therapy. 
Her interest in bioethics began in 1983 
when she was chosen to attend a National 
Endowment for the Humanities-funded 
Summer Institute on Health Care Ethics for 
Allied Health Facdty. . . 

In the late 1980's she I - ,- - I 
con~pleted a doctorate 
with an emphasis on 
administration and 
ethics. Dr. Scheirton has 
been teaching health 
care ethics to Creighton 
n i e i s  occupation- r''#3 
al therapy students, for (' -* ;, .%:,.. .. 
which endeavor she -2,' 

recently received the 1999 O T D  Tencher o f the  
Year Asvnrd. She is also serving as a small 
group facilitator in the medical and dental 
ethics courses. 

Clinical Ethics Session 
Co-sponsored with the School of Nursing 
Rita Melgares, ID: Racism in the clinical 
setting: Accepting the challenge to zuork 
together 
Thursday, April 15,1999,3:30 - 4:30 pm 
Saint Joseph Hospital Seminar Room 

Pal l ia t ive  Care Conference 
Co-sponsored by the Nebraska Coalition for 
Compassionate Care, Nebraska Medical 
Association, Nebraska Hospice Association, 
and others. 
Afliimling the@ of life in the face of death 
Thursday, April 22,1999,8:00 am - 9:00 pm 
UNL - East Campus Union, Lincoln, NE 
For information call (402)477-0204 

Gary Westerman, DDS, MS 
Dr. Westerman came to Creighton University 
25 years ago and has been serving as the 
~hkrmanvof the Department of ~ k u n i t y  
and Preventive Dentistry since 1977. He 
received his DDS degree from Creighton 
University in 1969 and subsequently 
specialized in pedodontic dentistry at the 
University of Iowa. Among many other 
courses, Dr. Westerman 
teaches the Practice 

is part of the Ethics in 
the Practice of Dentistry 
curriculiun. He also 
serves as a facilitator 
of small group discus- 
sions on topics on 
dental ethics. 

Clinical Ethics Session 
Co-sponsored with the Dept. of Surgery 
Do-hlot-Res~rscitatc orders and otlier 
treatinent lirnitntiorrs in the operating roonl 
Thursday, May 27,1999,7:00 - 8:00 a.m. 
Saint Joseph Hospital Seminar Room 

FOCUS 
FOCUS ispublisfied t u k e a  year in the Spring 
and Fall by Creiglzlon Umversify's Centerfor 
HeaMr Polinl and Ethics, 2500 Cnlifomia Plaza, 
Criss 11, Room 
Telephone (402 
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