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On September 3, 1999, Creighton
University celebrated the ground breaking
for a new Center for Health Policy and
Ethics building.  The building, a 5,500
square foot, two-story edifice, will be
located immediately north of the Criss
Health Sciences Building between Burt
and Cuming Streets.  The building is made
possible by a gift from Health Future
Foundation. The following are comments
by CHPE Director Ruth Purtilo during the
ceremony:

This ground breaking ceremony is
cause for rejoicing, not only among
members of the Center for Health

Policy and Ethics, but also for the many
present today who have labored diligently
to bring to fruition this moment of new
beginnings.
I was not surprised  (though undoubtedly
delighted!) when first presented with the
idea of a building to house the Center,
because I am persuaded that our mission
lies at the heart of Creighton University’s
statement of purpose: Anchored in ethics,
Centered on service, Pledged to
excellence.
1. Anchored in Ethics. This
dimension of the Creighton
University identity is a pervasive
theme across campus.  At the
same time, the decision to add a
prominently placed bricks-and-
mortar symbol of the anchor is a
dramatic public profession of the
commitment to ethics.
We tried out several concepts
that might convey what a
physical space should look like,
given our goal to help anchor
this University firmly in ethics. Finally we
settled on a notion of a convening space.
“To convene” means “to bring together
formally for public service.” Architects
Holland Basham Associates, working with

CHPE members and campus planners,
skillfully created an environment
conducive to meeting with students,
University groups and many members of
the public interest. We thank you, Tim
Holland, Scott Lundvall, Jim Willett and
others, for listening well.
2. Centered on Service. Within

contemporary university settings,
bioethics and policy centers  (in contrast
to, say, academic departments or
professional schools) usually are expected
to provide a strong service function. The

founding documents of the CHPE affirm a
similar orientation, and from its inception
Center members have purposefully tried to
meet that expectation.
The location of the new Center for Health
Policy and Ethics building wisely was
chosen by Creighton to signify the
Center’s central service role.  It is placed

near the health sciences schools
and readily accessible to the
rest of Creighton University,
but physically pointing
outwards to the larger public
community: It is a powerful
reminder of our service
responsibilities to the campus
and beyond.
3. Pledged to Excellence.
“Excellence” in the Catholic
and Jesuit tradition of higher
education requires vigilant
attention to the intellectual,

moral and spiritual development of all
members of the institution, as well as the
larger public community that supports and

Assembled to break new ground (left to right) are Mr. Charles Monasee, Mr. Charles Heider, Dr.
Charles Dougherty, Mr. Marshall Faith, Dr. Richard O’Brien, Dr. Ruth Purtilo, and Rev. Michael
Morrison, SJ.
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•  52% of Nebraskans are women.
•  Approximately 80% of all family health

care decisions are made by women. And
yet, men in Nebraska are more likely to
have health insurance than women –
44% of Native American women have
no health care plan.

•  Over half  of  Hispanic and African
American women are less likely to have
a usual source of primary care than
other Nebraska women.

•  Overall infant mortality in Nebraska is
the nation’s seventh worst.

•  More women in Nebraska prematurely
die of heart disease than men.

•  Malignant lung cancer is the leading
cause of premature death in Nebraska
women.

These were but a few of the
demographics provided by Sen.
Suttle as she delivered the 10th

Annual Women and Health Lecture.
Compiled by the Department of Health
and Human Services, these statistics
produced the motivation for Sen. Suttle
and others in the Nebraska Unicameral to
pay particular attention to women’s health
care needs. “Women are more than their
reproductive system” began Sen. Suttle as
she reviewed previous legislative efforts
in Nebraska to meet the health care needs
of women. A mammography screening
program under the name “Every Woman
Matters,” and an interim study on
osteoporosis in women were two
successful endeavors in Nebraska.
Much of  Sen. Suttle’s  presentation
focused on Sen. DiAnna Schimek’s and
her combined efforts to generate and
promote LB 480. This legislative bill was

designed to utilize the best aspects of
successful women’s health programs in
other states such as Illinois, California,
North Carolina, New Hampshire,
Wisconsin, and Kentucky. It would
provide a state directive focused on
women’s health issues. The creation of a
Women’s Health Initiative Council to
guide and advise various agencies about
women’s health issues and trends would
be a major thrust of the bill.  Rather than
increasing the size of government, the
Council would enhance the coordination
and cooperation of internal programs
within the Department of Health and
Human Services. LB 480 would foster
collaboration among public and private
agencies to provide better health care and
information to women. The bill would
also allow raising private dollars to fund
initiatives directed at improving women’s
health as well as fostering healthy life
styles.
LB 480 was designed to coordinate efforts
in three areas: education, medical care,
and policy.  The education thrust
emphasizes the provision of information
so that women’s knowledge increases and
they will be empowered to be better
consumers of health care. The Council
would coordinate educational programs
and activities of various groups such as
the Association of Retired Persons, Senior
Centers, churches, family physicians, and
health clinics. Examples of areas to target
include heart disease (the warning signs
and symptoms in women differ from the
signs and symptoms of men) and teenage
smoking (smoking by teenage females has
surpassed smoking by teenage males).
The medical arm would include access to

health care as a critical issue. For women,
it is not only a lack of money that hinders
adequate access to health care but also the
lack of support in relation to child care,
transportation, and service availability. As
mentioned, “Every Women Matters,” a
program devised to provide mammograms
and cervical screening for low to moderate
income women was successful and could
be a model for other additional services.
The policy approach would yield a
statewide perspective on the diversity of
women’s health issues and be proactive in
making recommendations to the governor,
legislature, and other agencies. One
possible service would be the creation of a
web-site on women’s health issues by the
Department of Health and Human
Services. Not only could this site provide
specific information related to women’s
health care needs but also link to sites
where additional assistance might be
obtained.
Sen. Suttle ended the formal portion of the
presentation with a review of some
obstacles to LB 480. Money was one
major obstacle (a little over $100,000 was
sought as seed money for the initiative).
Other opponents felt the bill would be
discriminatory against men and children.
The bill was defeated by 1 vote.  Sen.
Suttle urged those in the audience (over
100 were in attendance) to contact their
own senators about the bill and to support
it when it is next addressed in the
unicameral. A lively question and answer
session concluded the program for the
evening.

critiques its work. No unit within
Creighton has a more explicit mandate to
meet this goal than the Center for Health
Policy and Ethics: By its very nature we
are compelled (and welcome the
opportunity) to invite the University and
the public to the table of thoughtful,
intellectually rigorous discussion about
important social issues, and to be sure our
deliberation is seasoned with the most
fundamental moral and spiritual values.
Through that process understanding
increases and intentional direction for

ethical policy or practice ensues.
To help us meet this mandate, Creighton
University has supported our multi-
disciplinary group of CHPE scholars and
an outstanding staff. The addition of an
appropriately designed physical space to
enhance the Center’s core functions is a
further sign of the administration’s pledge
to excellence. Center members also are
soberly aware that with this ground
breaking we shoulder a greater responsi-
bility than ever before to be a vigorous
contributor in Creighton University’s

pledge to excellence.
In conclusion, I speak on behalf of the
members of the Center for Health Policy
and Ethics in saying that we are grateful to
be the future first occupants and trustees
of a space created explicitly to augment
this University’s deep commitment to
excellence, ethics and service. In fact, we
submit that the resources required to add
this magnificent structure to the campus
will be legitimated only if its presence
means that those laudable ends are
realized more fully.

10th Annual Women and Health Lecture

Women and Health: Beyond Reproduction
Senator Deborah Suttle

Winifred J. Ellenchild Pinch,
Coordinator Annual Women & Health Lecture



The 20th century has been an era of
exponential progress for
medicine and health care. Whereas

in the mid-19th century, patients had about
as much chance of being healed whether
or not they visited the doctor,
nowadays medicine is able to
offer relief for virtually any
disorder and combat life-
threatening diseases.
Unfortunately, these desirable
advances have had some
untoward side-effects.  While
combating causes of illness, we
sometimes neglect the alleviation
of suffering.  Life support
technologies, rather than
fostering the well-being of
patients with life-threatening
diseases, may actually end up
taking them hostage.
In response to these urgent
challenges, CHPE members are
contributing to new research
initiatives and educational
programs in palliative medicine
and comprehensive end-of-life
care.  For example, earlier this
year, Robert McQuillan, MD,
Interim Chair of Anesthesiology
at Creighton University and
faculty member at the Center for
Health Policy and Ethics, was
selected to participate in an
ambitious two-year initiative of
the American Medical
Association designed to Educate
Physicians across the United States on the
essential clinical competencies in
End-of-life Care.
At the heart of this EPEC project is a
standardized, core curriculum designed to
train physicians in the basic knowledge
and skills needed to care appropriately for
dying patients.  Through a series of
national and regional conferences, a select
group of physician-educators is taught to
use the curriculum at their own
institutional sites. In addition, the EPEC’s
on-line bulletin board is designed to foster
on-going communication among care
providers. Dr. McQuillan found the EPEC
program well designed and the
educational materials accessible and
insightful.  Center faculty members are

working with him to implement these
materials into various educational
programs at Creighton.
The Center for Health Policy and Ethics
has also been involved in regional
initiatives. In years past, the Center has

(co-)sponsored many distinguished
lecturers and conferences in end-of-life
and palliative care. For instance, last
March the CHPE Annual Ethics
Committee Workshop considered the role
of ethics committees in relieving suffering
and pain.  More recently, the Center was
involved in the first annual conference of
the Nebraska Coalition for Compassionate
Care (NCCC).  The Center sponsored one
of the four keynote speakers,  Prof. dr.
Henk ten Have from the Netherlands, who
spoke on European developments in
palliative care. The NCCC was founded
two years ago to create an environment in
Nebraska in which all persons are aware
of and have access to compassionate,
comprehensive and quality end-of-life-

FOCUS

New Developments in
Palliative Medicine and End-of-Life Care

care and, in doing so, prevent the practice
of assisted suicide and euthanasia.  Center
faculty member Dr. Jos Welie serves as
the vice-chair of the NCCC’s Operations
Board.
Center members are active on the

international scene as well.
Director Dr. Ruth Purtilo
presented the keynote address at
the annual advanced international
course in Ethics and Palliative
Care, hosted by the Catholic
University of Nijmegen, The
Netherlands.  She identified four
challenges to good palliative care
today: the idea that good care has
entailed doing everything
possible for the patient; the
“balkanization” of care insofar as
clinical interventions often are
targeted only to one symptom or
body system while the “whole
patient” suffers; western
societies’ love of and belief in
technology; and the fear that
forgoing an intervention may be
tantamount to killing the patient.
All of these challenges have
sometimes resulted in
overtreatment or inappropriate
types of treatment in situations
where palliative care is indicated.
Presently, the Center and the
Nijmegen group are jointly
planning an international working
group on ethical issues in
palliative care policy.

For more information on the programs
listed, contact the Center or visit their
respective web sites: For the EPEC
Project: www.ama-assn.org/ethic/epec; for
the NCCC: www.nebrccc.org; for the
Nijmegen course: http://www.azn.nl/fmw/
onderwys/ukpallia.htm.

Nursing Home Beauty Shop

Three in a row, parrot-like silver heads in pink rollers
bob under the bonnet dryers.
All sound asleep, their snores harmonize with
the warm drone of the dryer,
mouths open, dentures loose,
clutching purses in their bony laps.

The bored beautician places
one tiny roller after the other on another shrunken
     head.
All the hairdos are the same.

Ammonia of permanent wave covers ammonia
of urine, disinfectant, and old food.

Another customer works her way down the hall,
purse in one hand,
pulling herself along the wall railing with the other
to the appointment she made over a month ago.

Amy Haddad, PhD, RN

“Nursing Home Beauty Shop”  was first published in the
November 1998 issue of AJN. Permission to reprint was kindly
granted by Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins.

FOCUS is published twice a year in the Spring
and Fall by Creighton University’s Center for
Health Policy and Ethics, 2500 California
Plaza, Criss II, Room 232, Omaha, NE 68178;
Telephone (402) 280-2017.
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Faculty
Kate H. Brown
James Clifton, SJ
Daniel Darby
Charles J. Dougherty
Frank Dowd
Beth Furlong
Amy H. Haddad
Gail M. Jensen
Robert J. McQuillan
Roderick Nairn
Winifred J. Ellenchild Pinch

Ruth B. Purtilo
Linda S. Scheirton
Jos V. M. Welie
Gary Westerman

Staff
Susannah Edmonds
JoAnn Maynard
Rita Nutty
Oscar Punla

Clinical Ethics Session: Confidentiality and
Prospective Payment: AIDS as a Test Case
Moderator: Gail Jensen, PhD, Case presenta-
tion: Judy Gale, PT
Co-sponsored with the Dept. of Physical
Therapy, School of Pharmacy and Allied
Health Professions
Tues., Nov. 16, 1999, 12:00 – 1:00 p.m.
Boystown National Research Auditorium

Ethics Committee Workshop
Sat., Mar. 4, 2000

Distinguished Lecture Series
Dr. P. Preston Reynolds
Wed., Mar. 29, 2000

For more information visit the CHPE web site:
http://chpe.creighton.edu or call (402) 280-2017.

As this Fall
issue of
FOCUS goes

to press, our third
Senior Visiting
Fellow, has come and
gone again.  Bela
Blasszauer, JD, PhD,
our first international
Fellow, resided and
worked at the Center
from April 1 to June 30.  Earlier this year, Dr.
Blasszauer retired from his position of
professor of bioethics at the Medical
University of Pecs (Hungary) after a teaching
career of 22 years. A passionate advocate of
honesty, justice and democracy, he built the
field of bioethics in his home country virtually
single-handedly and against the oppression of
the communist regime and medical corruption
– two forces Dr. Blasszauer has ardently
fought against in his many presentations and
publications.
Indeed, Dr. Blasszauer used his brief tenure at
the Center to continue his research on factors
that foster the moral climate of a university,
particularly health sciences schools.  In
addition to literature study in Creighton’s

libraries, he took the opportunity to interview a
number of our senior university administrators.
In his fellowship report, he concluded that
“everywhere I went in the university, I found
high level of work morality, commitment to
teaching and education. …The promotion of
justice at Creighton has certainly widened my
horizons. …From the clear exam requirements
through the highly modern and well
maintained facilities, till the dedication of the
staff, one can see that there are many factors
contributing to the moral climate of a
university.”
Elsewhere in this FOCUS, our ongoing
cooperation with the Catholic University of
Nijmegen in The Netherlands is brought into
focus. At the initiative of Dr. Blasszauer, the
Center continues to broaden its global
cooperation. Later this year, Georgia (that is,
the former Soviet republic) will host its first
bioethics conference.  The conference is
cosponsored by the Albert Schweizer Institute
and the Central and East European Association
of Bioethics, of which Bela Blasszauer is the
founding President.  Drs. Ruth Purtilo and
Beth Furlong of Creighton’s Center for Health
Policy and Ethics have been invited as keynote
speakers and will be traveling the long road to
Tblisi in early November.

The Center’s 3rd Senior Visiting Fellow
Oscar Punla joined the
Center as a research
assistant this past
March.  Oscar assists
CHPE faculty and
associates on various
ongoing research and
educational projects. He
also maintains the
CHPE web site (http://
chpe.creighton.edu).

Susannah Edmonds
joined the Center as
faculty secretary in
September. She assists
in the Center’s daily
functions and processes
faculty correspondence
and course materials.
Susannah comes to us
with a B.A. in Music.

Richard L. O’Brien, MD  will retire from his
position as V. P. of Health Sciences on
October 1.  Dr. O’Brien will next enjoy a
sabbatical year of reflection and research.  The
CHPE is pleased to announce that Dick
O’Brien will join the Center in October of
2000.  More to come at that time.

We regret to announce that Joseph Allegretti,
JD left Creighton University and the CHPE for
Albany, NY where his family has relocated.
Joe–a founding member of the CHPE–became
a Faculty Associate when he was selected as
the first chairholder of the Yossem Chair for
Legal Ethics at Creighton’s School of Law.
Joe is presently a visiting professor at Albany
Law School, Union University.

Joining the Center
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