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DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
 
Proposed Humane Care Amendment Nearly Makes Ballot 
 
by Amy M. Haddad, PhD 
 
 
In the middle of June of this year, a colleague asked me if I had heard 
about the petition to change the law in Nebraska to require tube feeding 
or “something like that.” I had not heard of any proposal and searched the 
Internet and asked colleagues around the community if they had heard of 
any such proposal. I couldn’t find anything and no one seemed to know 
anything more. The very next day, I was approached by a petition 
circulator who let me read the object clause of the “Humane Care 
Amendment” which must be read to every potential petition signer:

 

 
Amy M. Haddad, Director, Center for Health 
Policy and Ethics, and Dr. C.C. and Mabel L. 
Criss Endowed Chair in Health Sciences

“This measure would humanely protect any person, regardless of race, 
religion, ethnicity, age, disability, or gender from the withholding of food or 
water by any institution with a legal duty of care (such as a hospital, 
orphanage, prison or nursing home) if the withholding of that nourishment 
could reasonably result in death from dehydration or starvation. This 
measure allows for honoring the will of any person who has expressly 
requested withholding of food or water under specific conditions, or 
delegated to relatives that decision, by means of a valid advance directive 
given previously.” 
 
The proposed amendment to the Nebraska Constitution would 
dramatically change the way decisions are presently made at the end of 
life. I wrote an opinion piece for the Omaha World-Herald that was 
published on July 4, 2006 opposing the amendment. The opinion piece 
noted that the amendment would threaten the right of competent adults to 
determine what treatment they want or don’t want at the end of their lives. 
Second, the proposed amendment would effectively bar family members 
from taking part in decisions about food and fluids unless the patient has 
an advance directive. The importance of tailoring care decisions to the 
specific needs of patients and families would be ignored by the 
amendment. 

Shortly after the opinion piece appeared in the Omaha World-Herald, 
various organizations and associations representing hospice, hospitals, 
skilled nursing facilities, health professionals, and concerned consumer 
groups met to discuss what the proposed amendment would mean to 
their constituencies and citizens of Nebraska.  It was clear  from these 

 
  Links to related information: 
 
    - Nebraskans for Humane Care 
   - State of Nebraska's Accountability 
      and Disclosure Commission 
     - CHPE's summary position statement 
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discussions with community leaders that there was a great deal of 
confusion on the part of the public about what the amendment meant and 
how it would impact end-of-life care. Clearly, there is a need for 
widespread education on end-of-life care and the numerous decisions 
that should be discussed with family members or selected decision 
makers before a crisis. 
 
At the time of the publication of this issue of FOCUS, it appears that 
Nebraskans for Humane Care Committee did not obtain sufficient valid 
signatures for the proposed amendment to appear on the November 2006 
ballot. However, a court challenge is in process arguing the validity of 
signatures. The Nebraskans for Humane Care Committee, represented 
by Omaha attorney Thomas Mann in the lawsuit, is scheduled for a 
hearing on October 31st and November 1, 2006. At that time, Mann will 
take up to two days to attempt to demonstrate that his vote count is 
superior to the Secretary of State’s.  The Judge’s ruling on the sufficiency 
of signatures pursuant to that hearing will determine whether the 
amendment will appear on the 2008 ballot.  In the meantime, CHPE 
faculty will work with various community organizations to present 
educational sessions on advance directives and end-of-life decisions to 
assist individuals in making informed decisions about health care.
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Fulbright Visiting Scholar Discusses HIV Medication Adherence 
 
by Richard O’Brien, MD  
 

The Center hosted Fulbright Visiting Scholar Aurélie Gauchet, Ph.D. 
from the Department of Health Psychology, Université de Metz, France, 
August 8, 2006. During her visit, she presented for a Roundtable 
discussion the findings of her study of HIV patients regarding the social 
and psychological variables that affect compliance with 
pharmacotherapy.  
 
Dr. Gauchet has just completed a year as a Fulbright Scholar at the 
University of Miami. She returns to France to take up a faculty position at 
the Université de Grenoble.  
 
An abstract of her presentation follows. 
 
Psychosocial influences on medication adherence among persons living 
with HIV: beliefs and values. 
Aurélie Gauchet, Ph.D. 
 
In 1996 with the appearance of tritherapy, as the standard for HIV 
therapy, patients have to learn to live with their HIV and so with a 
chronic illness. Many publications have shown the importance of 
compliance (respect of medical prescription) for HIV patients. This study 
intends to show the extent that compliance is influenced by social and 
psychological variables. This research study executed in 2002, included 
127 HIV patients (18-65 years) who completed a questionnaire at the 
occasion of their quarterly consultation at the Metz Hospital (France). 
The subjects answered a French Compliance Scale (Tarquinio, Fisher 
Grégoire, 2000), the Illness Perception Questionnaire (IPQ, Weinman), 
the Belief Medical Questionnaire (BMQ, Horne), a French Value System 
Scale (Fischer), a treatment satisfaction scale and sociodemographic 
variables. We completed multidimensional analyses (PCA: Principal 
Component Analysis, Multiple Regression Analysis, and Structural 
Equation), in order to show the principal variables subjacent to scales. 
Results revealed that significant social and psychological variables such 
as patients’ beliefs, their values, environmental factors and physician-
patient relations, all influenced compliance. The principal variables which 
affect compliance are patients’ beliefs about treatment, satisfaction 
about treatment, confidence about the physician, social support, duration 
of treatment and illness, and truthful communication. The results of this 

   printer friendly version of story 
  

 
Aurélie Gauchet, Ph.D., Fulbright Visiting 
Scholar, Department of Health Psychology, 
Université de Metz, France and Amy Haddad, 
PhD, Director, Center for Health Policy and 
Ethics
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study will provide physicians information to adjust the kinds of advice 
and the treatment they give patients by taking into account those social 
and psychological variables that were significant in order to increase the 
compliance of HIV patients.
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Women & Health Lecture 2006 -- The Facts Behind the Fiction 
 
by Winifred J. Ellenchild Pinch, RN, EdD, FAAN  
 

The 17th Annual Women and Health Lecture was a resounding 
success. An audience of almost 700 attended the presentation by 
Jodi Picoult who spoke about her novel, My Sister’s Keeper. In the 
beautiful setting of the Great Hall and Formal Display Hall of the 
Lauritzen Gardens, Picoult captivated the audience with charm and 
charisma, and provided a peek into her life as an author and the 
stories behind her novels’ creations. Picoult is the author of 13 
novels. Her most recent, The Tenth Circle, was published in March 
of 2006. Next March, 19 Minutes will be released and, another, 
Change of Heart is in process.  
 
Picoult described her journey into creative writing and her 
escapades while preparing to write three novels, Second Glance, 
My Sister’s Keeper, and The Tenth Circle. She also gave glimpses 
into the background for Change of Heart.  
 
Picoult was initiated into creative writing when in the 5th grade she 
attempted to create a new twist on that traditional beginning of the 
school year essay: What did you do on your summer vacation? Her 
summer had bored her, having had to practice piano all during her 
vacation. In an attempt to make it more interesting, she described 
her summer from the perspective of the piano. She received an F. 
Fortunately, her mother was her advocate and intervened to have 
her moved to another English class where her talents would be 
better honed.  
 
Picoult carefully investigated choices for undergraduate education 
and chose Princeton University because of the quality of the faculty 
in the English department. Her career in fiction writing did not 
blossom immediately. Several short pieces were published in 
magazines, but Picoult held several other jobs before publishing her 
first novel, Song of the Humpback Whale, which she crafted during 
her first pregnancy. She remarked that she requires about nine 
months to complete a novel, matching the length of a normal 
pregnancy.  
 

   printer friendly version of story 
  

 
Bestselling author Jodi Picoult (Plain Truth, My 
Sister’s Keeper and Vanishing Acts) presented 
“The Facts Behind the Fiction” at the 17th 
Annual Women & Health Lecture on September 
12 at Lauritzen Gardens, Omaha’s Botanical 
Gardens.  
 
Links 
 
  - Subsequent roundtable discussing the 
    ethical implications of My Sister's Keeper 
   - Jodi Picoult's Home Page 
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Second Glance is one of Picoult’s two favorite novels. She was 
motivated by an article in the Burlington Free Press which 
described an Abenaki Indian protest of the building of a strip mall 
on land they believed to be a sacred burial ground. In developing 
the story line, she investigated the history of the Abenaki people, 
the eugenics project of Vermont, and ghost hunting. The eugenics 
movement in the state had devastating effects on the Indians as 
they, among others, were the target of sterilization procedures to 
reduce the population of “undesirable” residents in the early 1900s. 
This movement was used as a guide by the Nazis in their own plan 
for racial hygiene. Since sacred land is believed by the Abenaki to 
be populated by ghosts, Picoult contacted a paranormal society to 
gain insights into their work locating ghosts and ghost busting.  
 
The impetus for the evening’s lecture was Picoult’s novel My 
Sister’s Keeper. While writing Second Glance, she came across a 
story of a real family’s decision to conceive a child as a life 
preserver. She construed this as a type of eugenics procedure. The 
family used in vitro fertilization and pre-implantation genetic 
diagnosis to select an embryo to be a genetically matched donor of 
hemapoietic stem cells for a sibling afflicted with Fanconi’s anemia. 
Picoult arranged to meet the family and learned that the sick child 
had been cured by the transfusion of cord blood cells from her 
sibling. But Picoult was interested in how a family would deal with 
the effects of ongoing needs of marrow and other organ 
transplants, how a family might function over years rather than just 
until the birth of the child. Thus she sought a different diagnosis for 
her story and used promyelocytic leukemia for the ill child in the 
novel.  
 
While writing the My Sister’s Keeper, Picoult was greatly influenced 
by her son’s experiences of bilateral cholesteatomas in his ears, 
diagnosed when he was five. This condition, with or without 
treatment, can lead to deafness, giving her a taste of the 
desperation a family might experience when a child is diagnosed 
with a tragic condition. She also arranged experiences fighting fires 
because in the novel the father of the Fitzgerald family is a 
firefighter and his son a pyromaniac.  
 
In The Tenth Circle Picoult drew on Eskimo life in Alaska, comic 
books, Dante’s Inferno (which she hated in college when she had to 
study it—and still does), rape, and teen-age sexuality to provide the 
framework for her story of the Stone family: Daniel, Laura, and 
Trixie, their teenage daughter. Daniel is a comic book artist and 
Laura a professor who teaches Dante’s Inferno in her college class. 
Trixie’s rape launches a complex story that includes Daniel’s 
childhood experiences growing up as the only white boy in an 
Eskimo village.  
 
Picoult also made brief comments about Change of Heart, her most 
recent work that explores the death penalty and life on death row.  
 
Picoult was an engaging guest, interacting with participants during 
a pre-lecture reception, throughout the lecture, and during the book 
signing following her presentation. Her enthusiasm was contagious.
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My Sister's Keeper -- Perusing the Theological, Philosophical, and Health Care Implications  
 
by Winifred J. Ellenchild Pinch, RN, EdD, FAAN  
 

As a follow-up to the 17th Annual Women and Health Lecture, a 
Roundtable discussion of My Sister’s Keeper was held to delve more 
deeply into the ethical implications of conceiving a child to save a 
fatally ill sibling. Dr. Susan Tinley, Assistant Professor of the School of 
Nursing; Dr. Todd Salzman, Associate Professor and Chair of the 
Theology Department; and Dr. Jack Carlson, Professor and Chair of 
the Philosophy Department, comprised the panel of presenters. Drs. 
Salzman and Carlson are both Faculty Affiliates of CHPE. 

Tinley identified three main issues while reading the novel: 

1. conceiving a child to benefit someone else, the future sibling; 
 
2. in vitro fertilization (IVF) and rejection of embryos based on a 
genetic diagnosis; and 
 
3. informed consent with the corollary concern of a child’s assent and 
the voluntariness of this procedure.  
 
Tinley focused on informed consent of a child based on her 
experience in genetics and research with families representing various 
genetic disorders. In her clinical experience, the family is the patient 
and not just the child. Individual consents can have a significant 
impact on others in the family. In terms of advocacy, how can we 
advocate for freely given consent as members of a family unit? For a 
child, what pressures arise from family membership? Should we 
intervene when we believe that ethical protocols are compromised? 
We must remember that after treatment, these individuals will continue 
to live in the family environment. Tinley questioned the maturity of 13 
year old Anna, the genetically matched family member. As Tinley 
reviewed the literature, she also noted that there is not much guidance 
on child assent or the right of a child to disagree with adult decisions, 
either of parents or health professionals. A basic obligation, however, 
is to ascertain the benefit for the donor child, the right to dissent. In the 
case of Anna, there was no direct physical benefit—she had no 
medical conditions which warranted treatment. How should that be 

   printer friendly version of story 

 
 
Links 
 
  - Story about Jodi Picoult's Lecture 
   - Jodi Picoult's Home Page 
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resolved? 
 
Salzman presented a Catholic perspective related to the issue of pre-
implantation genetic diagnosis (PDG). Since IVF was required prior to 
making a genetic diagnosis, PGD is not licit from a Catholic 
perspective. The Instruction on Respect for Human Life in its Origin 
and on the Dignity of Procreation replies to certain questions of the 
day (Donum Vitae). The unitive-procreative meanings of the conjugal 
act are harmed when assistive reproductive therapies like IVF are 
used. Second, the creation of embryos for a specific purpose such as 
a genetic match ultimately means that some embryos are not wanted 
and intended to be destroyed. This process lacks respect for life. PDG 
violates both of these conditions.  
 
Salzman went on to address possible cases where identical twins 
were involved or an HLA matched sibling exists. Several principles 
apply when making decisions in these cases. First there must be 
respect for human dignity. The value conflict with twins or an HLA 
matched sibling revolves around maintaining respect for the donor 
sibling as well as the child in need. Second, we are to never treat a 
person as a “mere means” to an end—a Kantian principle. Finally, 
intentionality is examined. In this case the decision about what is 
morally acceptable or morally unacceptable is complex with few 
absolutes. 
 
The application of the Principle of Double Effect could be used to help 
guide parents. The first condition of this principle is that the object 
(act) is either right or indifferent. Donation in and of itself is not 
immoral. Second, only the good effect may be  intended. Salzman 
referred to Tinley’s discussion about the problems of consent/assent 
in children and those children’s relationships to their parents. One can 
appreciate that parents may be desperate when faced with a child 
who will die if not treated. Yet, parents who conceive donor children 
claim to love and care for that child for themselves, not just for their 
donor status. They do not intend harm, or at least will tolerate limited 
harms, for the benefit of the ill sibling. Third, the unintended bad effect 
may not be the means to the good effect (i.e., a good end does not 
justify an evil means). And, finally, there must be a proportionate 
reason for allowing the bad effect. This last is a key principle, and 
making this determination leaves a lot of gray area. Who makes the 
decision to consent, who is the moral agent, and who acts 
autonomously in weighing risks and benefits, is more difficult to 
determine.  
 
Carlson began by providing participants with a model of the 
relationships among ethical theory, moral topics, and individual cases, 
of which the latter was the focus for this roundtable. From his 
viewpoint, ethical theory can be divided into meta-ethics (questions 
about objectivity, relativism, etc.) and normative theory (most general 
statements of values, principles, rights, etc.). Moral topics include 
such areas as assisted reproductive technologies and the significance 
of procreation, moral status of the embryo, duties to family, right to 
self-determination, and others. Carlson emphasized that in the case of 
the Fitzgeralds, there were choices to be made that existed in both the 
family and in the medical community. There was Anna’s right to be 
loved for the person she is; the use of baby Anna’s blood, platelets 
and other body products; Anna’s relations with her parents and her 
sister; and Anna’s rights as a person of teenage years—possibly able 
to have a significant role in the decision making. Carlson also went on 
to examine the role of physicians and other health professionals in 
such a case. How much information about possible solutions to the 
Fitzgerald’s ill child must physicians offer? What if such information is 
contrary to the health professional’s own moral values? If such health 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/refdesk/Desktop/F5.htm (2 of 3) [10/6/2009 8:46:09 PM]



FOCUS Newsletter

care professionals pose a conscientious objection to proffering such 
options, is there an obligation to refer such families to another 
professional? Much of the philosophical discussion related to 
exceptionless moral rules, rules that are “binding in all cases to which 
they genuinely apply.”  This is one of several applicable terms 
included in Carlson’s material from his publication in process (Words 
of Wisdom: A Philosophical Dictionary for the Catholic Tradition). 
 Carlson took the position that the use of IVF and PGD are both 
immoral.  
 
A lively discussion ensued and the hour quickly passed. The topic 
seemed to be one which would benefit from further discussion at a 
future time. 
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Core Competencies in Ethics and Professionalism 
for Medical Residents 
 
by Amy M. Haddad, PhD 
 
Medical schools are charged with teaching adherence to ethical 
principles, a core competency in residency education according to the 
Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME). 
Especially challenging is creating effective methods of teaching residents 
how to respond to ethical challenges in clinical practice since they are 
often difficult to recognize and fraught with tension and emotion. The 
broad competency of “professionalism” in graduate medical education 
includes a commitment to carrying out professional responsibilities and 
sensitivity to diverse populations in addition to the ability to identify and 
resolve ethical problems.

 

 
Amy M. Haddad, Director, Center for Health 
Policy and Ethics, and Dr. C.C. and Mabel L. 
Criss Endowed Chair in Health Sciences

The Center for Health Policy and Ethics is working with Dr. Cecile Marie 
Zielinski, M.D., F.A.C.S., Associate Dean for Graduate Medical Education 
at CUMC to incorporate innovative teaching and learning opportunities in 
graduate medical education including participation in Graduate Medical 
Education Sponsored Conferences and department specific grand 
rounds. The education sessions begin in fall 2006 with a conference on 
when to seek an ethics consultation and the process involved in a 
consultation. Additional education sessions that are planned for the 
medical residents are principles of medical ethics and clinical practice, 
collaborative decision making, and patient confidentiality. The residents 
will complete a survey in fall 2006 to determine what they would like to 
explore in ethics and where they believe they need further assistance in 
meeting the professionalism core competency. CHPE faculty and staff are 
also exploring innovative methods of delivering educational content in 
ethics to residents through new instructional technology. 
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CHPE Faculty Collaborate on Rural Health Conference in Denver 
 
by Gail Jensen, PhD, PT, FAPTA  
 

On September 7-10, 2006, 40 leaders in rural, interdisciplinary health 
education gathered at the Leadership in Rural Health 
Interprofessional Education: A Working Conference for Leaders in 
Rural Health Care to discuss the strengths and challenges of working 
with rural communities. The invited conference took place on the 
campus of the University of Colorado at Denver and Health Sciences 
at the Nighthorse Campbell Native Health Building under the 
leadership of Dr. Gail Jensen, Dean of Creighton University’s 
Graduate School and Faculty Associate, Center for Health Policy and 
Ethics; Dr. Charlotte Royeen, Dean of the Doisy College of Health 
Sciences at Saint Louis University; and Dr. Robin Harvan, Director of 
the Colorado Area Health Education Center (AHEC) System.  
 
Among the nationally known speakers presenting to the group were 
CHPE Director, Amy Haddad, and Center for Health Policy and Ethics 
Contributed-Service Faculty member, Ruth Purtilo, of the 
Massachusetts General Hospital Institute of Health Professions. The 
speakers addressed unique aspects of rural health care, justice and 
rural health, teaching and learning strategies and interprofessional 
student training. Planners envisioned the conference as a forum for 
leaders in rural interprofessional education and practice to discuss 
and plan for the preparation of health care professionals to take on 
the unique challenges of rural America.  
 
The conference was coordinated by the Office of Interprofessional 
Scholarship, Service and Education (OISSE) within the Creighton 
University School of Pharmacy and Health Professions and financially 
supported by the Health Resources and Services Administration 
(HRSA) Grant #1D36HP03158 Circles of Learning: Community and 
Clinic as Interdisciplinary Classroom, a Quentin N. Burdick 
Interdisciplinary Training Project. OISSE has a long established 
history of rural, interdisciplinary training of health professional 
students and recognized the need to look across such programs to 
identify and implement best practices. 
 
For more on the Conference, please visit: 
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http://oisse.creighton.edu/institute.asp

Dean of the Graduate School and Associate 
Vice President for Faculty Development in the 
Office of Academic Affairs; Professor of 
Physical Therapy, School of Pharmacy and 
Health Professions 
  

 
Ruth B. Purtilo, PhD, FAPTA 
Contributed-Service Faculty, 
Creighton University Medical Center
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CONFERENCE REPORT 
 
“The Risks Posed by New Biomedical Technologies: 
How Do We Analyze, Communicate & Regulate Risk?” 
 
by guest contributor Judith Lee Kissell, PhD 
 
The conference, “The Risks Posed by New Biomedical Technologies: How 
Do We Analyze, Communicate & Regulate Risk?” was held on Friday, May 
19, 2006, at the University of Minnesota Law School. This event was 
sponsored by the University of Minnesota's Consortium on Law and Values 
in Health, Environment & the Life Sciences, Joint Degree Program in Law, 
Health, & the Life Sciences, Center for Bioethics, and the Center for 
Environment and Health Policy. 
 
The conference sponsors aimed at investigating amazing new ways of 
creating life, from in vitro fertilization with micro-manipulation of gametes 
and embryos to human cloning, that are at once startling and deeply 
troubling. These breakthroughs are controversial because while they offer 
great good they also present unacceptable harm. Science seems to be 
surging forward, for better or worse, while law, ethics, and public policy lag 

 

 
Judith Lee Kissell, PhD 
Director of the Creighton University 
Health Administration and Policy Program, 
Resident Associate Professor, 
Department of Philosophy

behind. The conference hoped to address these issues with a multi-
disciplinary approach by first focusing on how we understand and perceive 
risk, our past and emerging approaches to risk. Case studies about the 
various technologies, including gene therapy, assisted reproductive 
technology, drugs and devices, nanotechnology, human enhancement 
technologies, stem cell research and genomic medicine, were presented 
and discussed. 
 
The excellent faculty included George Annas, JD, MPH, Boston University 
School of Public Health, and Professor of Medicine and Law at Boston 
University; R. Alta Charo, JD Professor of Law and Bioethics at the 
University of Wisconsin at Madison; Mauro Ferrari, PhD, Professor in the 
Brown Institute of Molecular Medicine and Chairman of the Department of 
Biomedical Engineering at the University of Texas Health Science Center; 
Ralph Hall, JD, Visiting Associate Professor of Law at the University of 
Minnesota; Eric T. Juengst, PhD, Professor of Bioethics at the Case 
Western Reserve University School of Medicine; Jeffrey P. Kahn, PhD, 
MPH, Director of the University of Minnesota's Center for Bioethics and 
Professor of Medicine; Arthur N. Levine, JD, partner in the Washington, 
DC, office of Arnold & Porter where he works with FDA regulatory and 
compliance initiatives and formerly with FDA; Edward R.B. McCabe, MD, 
PhD, Professor and Executive Chair of the UCLA Department of Pediatrics, 
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and Physician-in-Chief of the Mattel Children's Hospital at UCLA; Philip D. 
Noguchi, MD, formerly with FDA and Director of Regulatory Affairs at 
Amgen, Inc.; Neil D. Weinstein, PhD, Professor of Human Ecology at 
Rutgers University and Susan M. Wolf, JD Professor of Law at the 
University of Minnesota, Professor of Medicine, and a faculty member in 
the Center for Bioethics. 
 
The day was divided into three sections beginning with a conceptual 
background on risk: "How Does the Public Think About Risk?" The second 
section, Past Approaches to Risk included talks on "Gene Therapy 
Research--Attempting Maximal Prevention"; "Benefit Beyond Measure: Do 
Risks Matter in Assisted Reproductive Technologies"; "Drugs, Vaccines, 
and Devices--Public Health, Private Industry, and the Limits of Regulation"; 
and a third section – Emerging Approaches to Risk– including 
presentations on: "Biomedical Nanotechnology--Identifying Risks"; "Human 
Enhancement Technologies--Addressing Physical and Societal Risk"; 
"Stem Cell Interventions & Regenerative Medicine--Risk and Politics”; 
“Genomic Medicine--A Future Flooded with Risk Information." 
 
The program began with a provocative talk on the nature of risk, how it is 
perceived and how it is communicated to the public, concluding that the 
concept of risk is an especially difficult one to convey to the public at large 
and to patients in particular. All the subsequent talks spoke of risk in their 
respective approaches to technology. As might be expected, the 
bioethicists in this cast of renowned scholars spoke with reservation and 
concern about the vast numbers of people who were left out of what is 
becoming the elite face of medicine. The scientists, for the most part, spoke 
with enthusiasm about their projects, admitting that their work did little to 
alleviate health care issues among the underserved.
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Center welcomes Christy A. Rentmeester, PhD as Assistant Professor  
 
Christy A. Rentmeester, PhD, is teaching nursing and medical students this fall. Her research 
interests are health care professionalism, medical humanities and mental health issues. 
 

After a year as Resident Assistant Professor, Christy Rentmeester, Ph.D., has 
been appointed to the CHPE faculty as Assistant Professor.  
 
In her first year at Creighton, Dr. Rentmeester taught senior nursing students 
and graduate student nurses a course on justice and mental health care. She 
continues to teach nursing students and also teaches first year medical 
students in the ethics course, third year medical students in internal medicine 
and family practice clerkships, and leads occasional Continuing Education 
sessions among faculty and residents of the School of Medicine. 
 
Dr. Rentmeester’s research focuses on problems in healthcare at the 
intersections of ethics and social and political philosophy. She is currently 
cultivating clearer formulations of neglected topics in bioethics: care for 
mentally ill patients and health disparities among patients whose identities are 
racialized. She is also developing new ways of framing how bioethicists draw 
upon the humanities in teaching health professions students. She will present 
some of her most recent work in Denver at the upcoming Annual Meeting of 
the American Society for Bioethics and Humanities (ASBH), of which she’s 
been a member since 1997. 
 
Dr. Rentmeester holds a Bachelor’s Degree from Marquette University, a 
Master’s Degree from the Medical College of Wisconsin and completed her 
doctoral training in philosophy at Michigan State University where she enjoyed 
the great privilege of being able to study with several distinguished bioethicists 
and devoted teachers. Her dissertation focused on the questions: “What does 
it mean morally to become jaded? What are interesting, important, complex 
dimensions of this phenomenon in the context of healthcare?” She continues 
to draw upon the themes developed in her dissertation, particularly in her 
current work on moral perception, callousness, and healthcare professionalism. 
 
During post-doctoral training, at Lehigh Valley Hospital in Allentown, PA, Dr. 
Rentmeester served on ethics committees at hospitals and long-term care 
facilities in the region. As a clinical ethicist, she had several opportunities to 
reflect upon the role of a philosopher humanist in healthcare settings. Her post-
doctoral training initiated several influential and important transformations in 
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her classroom teaching of health professions students.  
 
About her role as an educator and the general role of an ethics consultant in 
clinical settings, she has this to say: “The questions I raised in the hospital 
settings in particular suggested moral ambiguities that needed to be 
negotiated, and they could be sometimes resented because they complexified 
rather than simplified a case we were considering. I needed to justify asking 
such questions, and I needed to take care that my questions were well-
formulated and not obfuscating. As a result, I did a lot of thinking about my own 
professional development and my place in the field of healthcare ethics. While 
I admitted that my questions did not make cases simpler, did not always make 
healthcare professionals’ jobs easier, and did indeed take a lot of time and 
care to sort through, they needed to be asked for the sake of intellectual 
integrity and to help generate fuller appreciation of what might be at stake for 
different parties. Most often, it appeared that ethical questions made clinical 
practice harder, but more honest. A good ethics consultant can help draw 
distinctions among different kinds of questions, facilitate the revelation of yet 
unexpressed points of view, clarify points of disagreement, and sometimes 
forge paths of conversational exploration that might generate consensus.”
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Center welcomes John R. Stone, MD, PhD as Adjunct Professor 
 
John R. Stone, MD, PhD is teaching medical students and CUMC residents this fall. His research interests include 
bioethical issues in social justice, race, diversity and healthcare disparities. 
 

John R. Stone, MD, PhD, FACP, FACC, has joined the Center for Health 
Policy & Ethics as an Adjunct Professor. He is engaged in teaching bioethics to 
first year medical students, research ethics to graduate students and to 
residents, fellows and junior faculty. His research includes bioethical issues in 
social justice, race (including whiteness), and diversity; health and healthcare 
disparities; work of community health advisors; deliberative decision-making; 
and concepts of objectivity and empathy in clinical judgment and relationships.  
 
Dr. Stone acquired his BA from Emory University, an MD from Johns Hopkins 
University, and his PhD (philosophy/bioethics focus) from Brown University. He 
is a member of Phi Beta Kappa and Alpha Omega Alpha.  
 
He practiced cardiology for many years in Missoula, Montana where he co-
founded an Institute of Medicine and Humanities. Prior to coming to Creighton, 
Dr. Stone worked in bioethics as physician and philosopher at the CDC-funded 
Tuskegee University National Center for Bioethics in Research and Health 
Care where he was on the faculty from 1999-2006. His work at Tuskegee 
University included teaching, research and writing, and service on several 
grants addressing health disparities. 
 
In 2002 he was co-editor (with Erika Blacksher) of a special issue of 
Theoretical Medicine and Bioethics on vulnerable populations.  
 
Dr. Stone’s publications include: APA Newsletter, American Philosophical 
Association, Fall 2004; 4:16-18.; “HIV/AIDS and Researcher-Community 
Collaboration,” CME (South Africa), 2003;21(1):37-38; “Race and Healthcare 
Disparities: Overcoming Vulnerability, Theoretical Medicine and Bioethics,” 
2002; 23:499-518, and with Erika Blacksher, “Introduction,” pp. 421-424 in the 
same issue of TM&B; Annette Dula & John Stone, “Wakeup Call: Healthcare 
and Racism,” Hastings Center Report, 2002;32(4):48; and “Justice, 
Disadvantage, and Allocation of Health Resources: Aside from Influence on 
Health, Should General Disadvantage Matter?,” J Alabama Academy of 
Science, 2001(July);72(3):155-169.
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Center welcomes Todd A. Salzman, PhD back from Sabbatical 
 

Todd Salzman, Associate Professor of Theology and Faculty Associate of the 
Center for Health Policy & Ethics, was on sabbatical at Old Parish, County 
Waterford, Ireland from December 2005 to August 2006. During his very 
productive sabbatical, Dr. Salzman published three articles in scholarly 
journals:  
 
“New Natural Law Theory and Foundational Sexual Ethical Principles: A 
Critique and a Proposal.” Heythrop Journal 47/2 (April 2006) 182-205. 
 
“Quaestio Disputata. Catholic Sexual Ethics: Complementarity and the Truly 
Human.” Theological Studies 67/3 (September 2006) 625-52. 
 
“Friendship, Marriage, and Sacrament: Philia as a Model of Christian Love.” 
Chicago Studies 45/2 (Summer 2006) 147-61. 
 
The first two articles were co-authored with Dr. Michael Lawler, Professor 
Emeritus, Department of Theology, Creighton University. Salzman and Lawler 
also completed a book manuscript tentatively titled The Sexual Person: 
Towards a Renewed Catholic Anthropology. Publication is anticipated in 
summer 2007. 
 
Professor Salzman also presented three papers at National and International 
Conferences. Two of these presentations were based on collaborative work 
with Dr. Lawler. “Catholic Sexual Ethics: The ‘Truly Human’ and 
‘Complementarity’” was presented at Catholic Theological Ethics in the World 
Church in Padua, Italy. The Padua conference was the first World gathering of 
Catholic moral theologians; more than 400 from 63 countries attended. It 
offered an inspiring opportunity to interact with moral theologians from various 
countries and to develop a sense of major issues facing the local Church 
throughout the world, including AIDS, poverty, war, lack of access to health-
care and education, and the oppressive socioeconomic, political and religious 
treatments of women. The conference also coincided with the World Cup Final 
between France and Italy, which enhanced the exciting and energetic 
atmosphere. 
 
Dr. Salzman also presented “The New Natural Law Theory and 
Complementarity as a Foundational Sexual Ethical Principle: A Critique and a 
Proposal” to the Society of Christian Ethics in Phoenix, Arizona, and “Non-
Infallible Magisterial Teaching and the Formation of Conscience: Religiosum 
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Obsequium and the Interrelationship between Morality and Spirituality” to the 
Association of Teachers of Moral Theology in Leeds, England. 
 
In addition to attending conferences, his travels took him to his alma mater, 
Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium, twice to conduct research. The 
American College, the seminary affiliated with the University, invited him to 
speak to its sabbatical priests about spirituality and the formation of 
conscience. He also had the opportunity to do research at the Catholic 
University of Paris.  
 
Todd was accompanied during his sabbatical by his wife, Katy, and their three 
children, Ian (8), Aaron (8), and Emily (3). Old Parish is a small, rural 
community, where the communal gathering places are the local Catholic 
Church and John Paul’s Pub (no relation to Pope John Paul II). They spent 
much time at both venues engaging and participating in the local community. 
Sons Aaron and Ian attended a rural, bi-lingual Gaelic/English school in Old 
Parish. They received first communion and recited the prayers and petitions in 
Gaelic. The one challenge the family faces in returning to Omaha is breaking 
Emily’s habit of asking to go to the Pub on Sunday! In addition, the entire 
family accompanied him to Belgium and Paris, where they took in the sights 
and sounds of Paris while he did research.
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Center welcomes Linda S. Scheirton, PhD back from Sabbatical 
 

Dr. Linda Scheirton, a faculty member in the Department of Occupational 
Therapy, Associate Dean of Academic Affairs in the School of Pharmacy and 
Health Professions, and a Faculty Associate in the Center for Health Policy 
and Ethics, has just returned from a sabbatical year in Rome where she was 
accompanied by her husband, CHPE faculty member Dr. Jos Welie, also on 
sabbatical, and their 15-year old son, Tristan. This respite from her many 
administrative and teaching duties enabled her to engage in an in-depth review 
of the literature in health care error research which is mushrooming.  
 
"To err is human" is the title of an Institute of Medicine report, released in 
2000, on the prevalence of errors in health care. Since then, health care 
professionals, policy experts, and bioethicists have been diligently examining 
patient safety issues and attempting to develop error reduction strategies. 
Health care has lagged several decades behind other high-risk industries. For 
example, aviation has had a highly successful safety program since the 
1970’s. The good news is health care can and has been learning from aviation 
and other industry safety improvement successes and has invested 
considerable human and financial resources to develop safety standards and 
build sustainable patient safety cultures and systems. Research studies in 
patient safety have grown exponentially in the areas of medicine, nursing, and 
pharmacy. However, little has been done in other health care fields such as 
occupational therapy and physical therapy. One might surmise that these 
practices, though not error-free, cause fewer and less serious errors. But 
ground-breaking research by Creighton faculty members Dr. Scheirton and her 
colleagues Helene Lohman, OTD, and Keli Mu, PhD, OTR, in 2003-2004 
showed otherwise. 
 
Dr. Scheirton’s primary research interest is in health care ethics. She focuses 
her research into medical errors on the moral management of mistakes. Given 
that errors are inevitable - occupational and physical therapists are only human 
after all - how should therapists act once an error has occurred? Dr. Scheirton 
has submitted several articles on aspects of this complex question and intends 
to collect her writings into a guide for practitioners. 
 
In addition to her research, while on sabbatical, she attended a conference on 
patient safety in Birmingham, United Kingdom, as well as three bioethics 
conferences in Italy.
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Center welcomes Jos V.M. Welie, PhD back from Sabbatical 
 

From July 2005 to June 2006, Dr. Jos Welie lived in Rome and worked at the 
Pontifical Gregorian University, the Historical Institute of the Society of Jesus, 
and several other libraries for a sabbatical year. He did archival research for a 
monograph on the history and future of Jesuit health professions schools.  
 
Since coming to Creighton University in 1997, Dr. Welie has been intrigued by 
its specific identity as Jesuit and Catholic. It soon became clear to him that at 
the dawn of the 21st century, the university faces a momentous challenge, one 
that it really has never faced before. Creighton University was founded to 
provide secondary and higher education to Catholic boys - and later girls - in a 
time and place where such education was not readily available. Catholic 
children were frequently discriminated against by the overwhelmingly 
protestant colleges and universities in the US, and Church authorities would 
much rather see them attend Catholic schools anyway. The main challenge for 
Creighton and other newly established colleges was to live up to the academic 
standards set by their much older protestant peers.  
 
Welie relates that, “times have changed. These historical reasons no longer 
provide a solid justification for running a Jesuit university. As Creighton’s 
president, Father Schlegel, has repeatedly said, there is really no need for 
another university in the Midwest, not even a really good university. Only for a 
really good Catholic and Jesuit University. 
 
“But what exactly does it mean for a university to be Catholic and Jesuit, 
precisely as a university? Most of the eminent protestant universities such as 
Harvard and Yale have long discarded their religious affiliation, considering it 
incompatible with their identity as genuine universities. So why should 
Creighton retain its identity as Jesuit and Catholic in the 21st century and how 
does it affect its mission and programs? This is a question raised and 
discussed across campus. But nowhere is this question more urgent and 
challenging than for Creighton’s health professions schools. Almost nothing 
has been written on this topic. And to make matters worse, even the original 
Constitutions of the Society of Jesus discouraged adding medical (and law) 
schools to Jesuit universities.” 
 
Dr. Welie’s first attempt at answering this challenging question is the book that 
he co-edited with Dr. Judith Kissell in 2004, entitled Jesuit Health Sciences and 
the Promotion of Justice. An invitation to a discussion (Marquette University 
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Press 2004). As the title makes clear, this book focuses on one aspect only, 
the promotion of justice. The new book now under preparation will provide 
more encompassing answers to the question of why Jesuit and Catholic health 
professions schools should exist in the modern world. The historical findings 
will be complemented with data from selected interviews with faculty members 
and administrators at the more than 100 Jesuit health professions schools and 
programs that still exist around the world. 
 
While in Rome, Dr. Welie also completed another edited book on justice, 
entitled Justice in Oral  Health Care. Ethical and Educational Perspectives 
(Marquette University Press 2005). He was accompanied in Rome by his wife, 
Dr. Linda Scheirton, who is Associate Dean at the School of Pharmacy and 
Health Professions as well as a Faculty Associate at CHPE, and who was 
likewise granted a sabbatical year. Their 15 year old son, Tristan, completed 
his freshman year at St. Stephens, an international high school in Rome.

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/refdesk/Desktop/F13.htm (2 of 2) [10/6/2009 8:46:12 PM]


	F1
	Local Disk
	FOCUS Newsletter


	F2
	Local Disk
	FOCUS Newsletter


	F3
	Local Disk
	FOCUS Newsletter


	F4
	Local Disk
	FOCUS Newsletter


	F5
	Local Disk
	FOCUS Newsletter


	F6
	Local Disk
	FOCUS Newsletter


	F7
	Local Disk
	FOCUS Newsletter


	F8
	Local Disk
	FOCUS Newsletter


	F9
	Local Disk
	FOCUS Newsletter


	F10
	Local Disk
	FOCUS Newsletter


	F11
	Local Disk
	FOCUS Newsletter


	F12
	Local Disk
	FOCUS Newsletter


	F13
	Local Disk
	FOCUS Newsletter



	BBLDKMLGJJEGMGIPLMOIDPCAINBOKEJM: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 0



	BFAIKEEGPHCKFGPLIHPJIFNLABMNHJIN: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 0



	GCNHCKFGDCCNIGKIGNJOJGENEPIGLHIG: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 0



	KJLIFAGGDELPDNDPHHIJOJLAGDAEJOFE: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 0



	HKODJNDAIHAGDFEKIGDGKINOFIPEACJD: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 0



	KNIOOCOJFLLANFEFBIAFJGAFKHICPOHM: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 0



	MPJDEFAMOGHOPBJEPONFNNCDPBGILNME: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 0



	FLNENOMDFHPPBBALJPKFFMAHKMAPKNFIFN: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 0



	OEICAKKPDFCGPDLGJCHLJKOIFDFELAEH: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 0



	NIFMAHGJCCMLLCLGOCBMJEKOHIKCMBBCON: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 0



	ENAGJEJBDHJFODOJMBBPAKKAMAFEBDEM: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 0



	EFMMHLKLKAMNCKOCLECBHJFJELBMGBOI: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 0



	HDFMDAHIFFFLDKLOMAMMNDLPIMCAEMNOKN: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 0





