
IN MEMORIAM: DON SCOTT GREENE

I first met Scott Greene in the spring of 1979. The Faculty Re-
cruitment Committee had reviewed a number of candidates for an
opening on the Law Faculty, and Scott was invited to visit and be
interviewed by the faculty and administration. It was soon clear to
all why the invitation had been issued, and shortly thereafter Scott
accepted our offer to join the faculty as an Associate Professor.

Our judgment was almost immediately ratified by the stu-
dents. At the end of his first year of teaching, Scott received the
Student Bar Association's Outstanding Teacher Award-the only
time a faculty member has received this award after only one year.

Scott's courses in Estate and Gift Tax, Family Law, and his
seminars were always well enrolled. "A tough and demanding
teacher with real concern for the students," was how one of his
students described Scott to me.

Scott's work on faculty committees and his contributions to
faculty meetings mirrored his teaching. Incisive, thoughtful com-
ments, often laced with sharp dry humor, brought us back to the
realities of the issue involved. In his all too brief academic career,
Scott also distinguished himself as a researcher and contributor to
legal periodicals. It is, therefore, particularly appropriate that this
volume of the Creighton Law Review be dedicated to Don Scott
Greene, Associate Professor of Law. We will all miss him.

Rodney Shkolnick
Dean



"Don Scott Greene, husband of Sheila Bemis Greene, father of
Allison and Jeremy Greene." For Scott, this simple inscription on
a grave marker explains his most important contributions to our
frail existence. Caring relationships amongst family and friends
are what Scott was all about.

I personally learned much from Scott in our many encounters
as fellow students in the Harvard Law School graduate program
and as colleagues at Creighton Law School. Those of us who were
fortunate enough to share some of his precious moments quickly
realized that there was much to be gained from his quick wit, inci-
sive mind, and thoughtful sensitivity. We also learned of the
strength of character reflected in his sense of fairness, his knowl-
edge of what is right, and his unfaltering willingness to stand up
for both.

Scott's concern for others led him away from a lucrative law
practice into the world of teaching. As a teacher, his unpretentious
manner was exhibited in his faded blue jeans, his dishevelled hair,
and in his very shuffle as he walked to class. Scott's students soon
recognized and accepted his rare combination of intellect, humor,
and compassion; in an act without precedent at Creighton, they
voted him their outstanding professor in his first year of teaching.

His fellow practitioners in Corpus Christi, Texas, his col-
leagues and students at Creighton, and the many acquaintances
who have learned to call him friend, all have enjoyed life a little
more because of Scott's special ability to cultivate in those around
him a concern for one another.

Scott's work as an advocate, a teacher and a scholar represents
a public life well lived. Nonetheless, I am convinced that these ac-
complishments are overshadowed by his teaching us through ex-
ample that caring, personal relationships are what make life worth
living. For me, the epitaph will always read, "Don Scott Greene,
husband of Sheila Bemis Greene, father of Allison and Jeremy
Greene, and teacher of many others."

R. Collin Mangrum
Assistant Professor of Law



Professors are the alpha and the omega of a law school. The
ideas and perceptions they reflect in their teaching and scholarly
work make up the living tradition that is the law for today's stu-
dents and tomorrow's lawyers. Therefore it is significant when the
skills of the excellent teacher and the superior scholar are pos-
sessed by a single professor. The students and faculty of the
Creighton Law School were all witnesses to Professor Greene's
contributions; he was the consummate teacher and scholar.

To the student, a teacher is an important element in learning,
for the teacher can either open the door to a body of knowledge or
forever make it impenetrable. This is especially true of Professor
Greene in the field of estate and gift tax, his special area of inter-
est, where his insight and clarity of reason were typical of his tal-
ent. He imparted to his students a sense of analyzing legal
problems in the most rigorous manner. He will long be
remembered for his polished classroom manner and skillful
pedagogy.

Professor Greene was voted Professor of the Year by the stu-
dents in his first year of teaching. In that same first year he con-
tributed a scholarly article to the Law Review. Although his time
at Creighton was brief, his impact will be long-lasting. In his three
years at Creighton, he achieved a reputation for excellence that we
as his students will not forget. We are saddened by his death but
enriched by the experience we have gained from his teaching and
example.

We mourn his death and the loss of a teacher, scholar, and
friend.

The Creighton Law Review Staff




