
IN MEMORIAM:
LAWRENCE M. CLINTON

The Creighton Credo professes, "We believe that laws
exist for men, not man for the law, that legal systems must
express the common good. . .." Creighton University to-
day honors with this, its highest alumni award, a man who
lives by that tenet, a man who has placed his mark on the
rule of law in the State of Nebraska.

Throughout his distinguished career as a public ser-
vant, a respected attorney and a jurist, Judge Lawrence M.
Clinton of the Nebraska Supreme Court has demonstrated
quiet scholarship, keen negotiation skills, and the highest
ethics.

In 1980, Creighton University used these words in awarding Law-
rence Clinton its Alumni Achievement Citation. I can think of no
better words to be used in dedicating this issue of the Law Review.
Judge Clinton's loss will be felt by his family, his friends and his
university. The heritage he has left us will continue.

Rodney Shkolnick
Dean, Creighton University
School of Law
Omaha, Nebraska

It is with sadness that I join with others in memorializing Jus-
tice Lawrence Clinton who departed this life on December 20, 1982.
He died as he had lived-swiftly and without fanfare. It was his
hallmark during all of his life. He cared little for the formalities
and kept a straight and steady course. Even when he was uncer-
tain of his position, he grasped his uncertainty with clear under-
standing. He knew exactly what he believed was right, exactly
what he believed was wrong, and exactly what he was uncertain of.
He was never compelled to waste energy in attempting to deter-
mine a direction. The direction he sought may be in conflict with
that which others sought, but never unclear.

Even those who might take issue with him, always knew pre-
cisely where Justice Clinton stood and why you disagreed with his
view; though, to be sure, more often than not, you agreeded with
his scholarly analysis. He was a committed student of the law who
literally devoted his life in the name of the law. It was in this com-
mitment that he gave his life, still laboring in the name of justice at
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a time when others, for personal reasons, might have sought to do
otherwise. His unswerving concern for those truly in need was an
inspiration to all. His tenure on the Court will not be quickly for-
gotten and his work, embodied in his opinions, will live on, long
after the tangible man has been returned to his Maker.

Norman Krivosha,
Chief Justice, Nebraska
Supreme Court
Lincoln, Nebraska

Judge Lawrence Clinton was my colleague on the Supreme
Court of Nebraska for nearly six years. They were years of in-
creasing work load, both in cases submitted to this court and in the
duties of the Supreme Court as administrative head of the State
Court System of Nebraska.

Judge Clinton, as friend, scholar, thinker, philosopher and law-
giver, will not be forgotten by his brothers who served with him.
His dedication, enthusiasm and wisdom were an inspiration to the
court. He was a man of compassion and logic. He had deep feel-
ings for the litigants who brought their causes, but before him al-
ways was his judgment of the proper role of the judiciary, and its
proper limits. All wrongs could not be redressed nor ills cured.

His life was a model for judges and lawyers everywhere. Up-
right, diligent, and scholarly, his presence graced the court and
gave honor to the law he so loved and ably served.

C. Thomas White, Justice,
Nebraska Supreme Court
Lincoln, Nebraska

The editors have asked me to write a tribute to my long-time
friend and partner, the late Justice Lawrence M. Clinton. I am
honored to do so realizing fully the impossibility of doing justice to
such a distinguished career in a short statement. Nevertheless, I
am pleased to accept the assignment.

The usual words come to mind; words such as intelligence,
courage, integrity, industry, compassion and perseverance. They
describe qualities that most successful lawyers and judges exem-
plify. Larry was overflowing with them-and much more.

Certainly he was touched with greatness. This was evident
from the time he was a small boy leading his class at St. Patrick's
Academy in Sidney, Nebraska and at every subsequent stage of
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his life. The attributes that elevate the truly gifted above those
who are merely successful are powerful, pervasive, subtle, intangi-
ble forces that are difficult to define, but easy to recognize. They
permeated his being, motivated his actions and were revealed in
many ways. Large components of these mysterious forces were
manifested in a deep sense of duty to the things he judged to be of
paramount importance such as family, church, the law and Creigh-
ton University, and a profound realization of a sacred responsibil-
ity, deriving from his talents, to all mankind.

This is a brief, fragmentary and inadequate recital of some of
the characteristics of this remarkable man. I am reminded of the
admonition that one cannot and should not try to render the bird's
song in nouns and verbs. His character and actions speak far more
eloquently than words and will live on for the benefit of society as
they inspired and uplifted us while he lived.

J. Hammond McNish,
Former Law Partner of
Justice Clinton,
Lawrence, Kansas
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