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THE HONORABLE DONALD P. LAY

The Honorable Donald P. Lay, Chief Judge of the United States
Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit since 1980, took senior status
on January 1, 1992. He is on an interim sabbatical from the court
while he serves as the first James A. Levee Professor of Criminal
Procedure Law at the University of Minnesota Law School. We at
Creighton think this is appropriate because we have always thought
of Judge Lay as a teacher.

While he was in Omaha, Judge Lay taught a demanding seminar
on the Supreme Court for which third-year students stood in line to
enroll. For our students, learning the inner workings of the Supreme
Court from a member of the second-highest court in the nation was
an unmatched opportunity. The busy judge found time and patience
to aid in the education of future lawyers. In 1984, Judge Lay re-
turned to the Law School and spent three days as Jurist-in-
Residence.

Judge Lay has had a constant interest in training lawyers to suc-
ceed. He quotes from Pierro Calamandrei's Eulogy of Judges: "A
judge does not need superior intelligence. It is enough that he be
possessed of an average intellect so that he can understand quod
omnes intellegunt. He must, however, be a man of superior moral at-
tainments in order to be able to forgive the lawyer for being more
intelligent than he."

But Judge Lay's career does not reflect this image. His biograph-
ical sketch in the invitation to his Inaugural Lecture as the James A.
Levee Professor of Criminal Procedure Law at the University of
Minnesota lists Judge Lay's outstanding achievements.

He is nationally recognized for his expertise and writings in
the areas of trial and appellate advocacy and judicial admin-
istration. Judge Lay served in the United States Navy dur-
ing World War II and attended the United States Naval
Academy. He earned his undergraduate degree and his J.D.
degree from the University of Iowa, where he was a member
of the Order of the Coif. After graduation, Judge Lay was in
private law practice in Omaha, Nebraska and Milwaukee,
Wisconsin. Judge Lay was appointed United States Circuit
Judge for the Eighth Circuit in 1966, the second youngest
judge to be appointed to the United States Court of Appeals.
He became Chief Judge in 1980 and served until 1992. He
has served as Consultant to the Federal Judicial Center's
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Advisory Committee on State-Federal Relations; on the Ju-
dicial Conference Committee on Trial Practice and Tech-
nique; on the Advisory Committee on Appellate Rules; and
on the Executive Board of the American Judicature Society;
and as a member of the Judicial Conference of the United
States. Judge Lay is a member of the American Bar Associ-
ation and the Nebraska and Iowa Bar Associations. He
serves on the Board of Directors of the National Board of
Trial Advocacy and the Board of the Pretrial Resource
Center. He is an honorary member of the American Trial
Lawyers Association and the Iowa Academy of Trial Law-
yers. Judge Lay has been awarded a judicial achievement
award as the Outstanding Federal Appellate Judge of the
Year by the American Trial Lawyers and an Honorary Doc-
tor of Laws from William Mitchell College of Law. He is a
Fellow of the International Academy of Trial Lawyers and a
recipient of the Hancher-Finkbine Award of the University
of Iowa. In 1988, Judge Lay was awarded the American Ju-
dicature Society's Herbert Harley Award in recognition of
his extraordinary contributions to the administration of jus-
tice. He has authored over 50 articles in legal periodicals
and journals in the areas of trial and appellate advocacy and
judicial administration and over 1000 published opinions.
Others recognize Judge Lay's outstanding achievements. Wil-

liam H. Rehnquist, Chief Justice of the United States Supreme
Court, called Judge Lay a "pillar of the Federal Judiciary." Sandra
Day O'Connor, Justice on the United States Supreme Court, said
"You have not merely put in the time; you have contributed in every
possible way to making real the promise of equal justice under law.
As Chief Judge of the Eighth Circuit you have provided enthusiasm
and dynamic leadership. Your service is truly a gift to the Nation."

Judge Lay, we agree.
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