
FOREWORD

Like all law school deans, I am always extremely proud when our
law school hosts a Conference for law professors, judges, lawyers and
law students on an interesting and topical subject in the legal field.
The Conference on Interjurisdictional Marriage Recognition, however,
was a very special Conference, and I am pleased to accept the invita-
tion of our Law Review Board to add a Forward to these proceedings
so that I might mention the unique measure of this meeting.

First, the Conference was co-sponsored by three American law
schools. That, in and of itself, is most unusual. I am indebted to my
colleagues, Dean Bernard Dobranski of the Catholic University of
America, Columbus School of Law; and, Dean H. Reese Hansen of the
Brigham Young University, J. Reuben Clark Law School; for their ini-
tial willingness to co-sponsor the Conference, and for their efforts
before and during the Conference to ensure its success.

The second unique measure of this Conference was that it dealt
with a complex, important issue of legal scholarship, which has be-
come a topic of discussion in newspapers, on talk radio, on the floors of
state and national legislatures, from the pulpits of churches and syna-
gogues, and probably at the corner coffee shops of America. The tim-
ing, therefore, was important to bring sense and clarity to an issue
which is little understood by most lawyers, and even less understood
by the public. This Conference put aside religious and personal views
of this subject, so speakers were able to finally explain what the law is,
what the Constitution really says, and perhaps what all of this means
in a court of law.

The Conference was also unusual in that the panel of scholars
who attended the Conference and presented papers represented a
wide variety of backgrounds - including international perspectives
from Europe and Canada. Because of that diversity, this special Sym-
posium Edition of the Creighton Law Review is a valuable resource for
anyone studying the multitude of issues that arise regarding in-
terjurisdictional recognition of marriage.

I want to add my special note of appreciation to the editors and
board members of the Creighton Law Review, who willingly added an
additional issue to their publication schedule this year, thus bringing
on themselves a great deal of added work, and added pressure. Edi-
tor-in-Chief Tom Ackley, Executive Editor Janis Winterhof, and Lead
Article Editors Rebecca Bortolotti and Angela Lisec, the board mem-
bers who have taken on this project as their special assignment, have
performed minor miracles in meeting our desire to have these impor-
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tant papers in print as quickly as possible. On behalf of the speakers,
and on behalf of the three law school deans, I owe them and their col-
leagues on the Law Review a very large debt of gratitude.

The articles that follow detail everything from: (1) state statutes
enacted to block the possibility of having to recognize same-sex mar-
riages performed in other states; (2) the legality of such state re-
sponses; (3) the role of Natural Law in this rule-making process; (4)
the international community's response to similar issues in other
countries and their likely response to recognizing same-sex marriages
from the United States; (5) relevant case law that will apply to the
legal arguments that arise; (6) interpretation of the Full Faith and
Credit Clause as applied to this issue; and, (7) the constitutionality of
the 1996 Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA). Additionally, the Fourth
Edition (April 1999) of Volume 32 of the Creighton Law Review will
include three more articles from this Conference that were not ready
for press at this time. Specifically, those articles and authors will be:

Covenant Marriage in Louisiana: Resolving
Conflict of Laws Problems

Katherine Shaw Spaht

Unconstitutional Application of the Full
Faith and Credit Clause: DOMA

Stanley E. Cox
Interjurisdictional Issues in Adoption:
Where Is This Child Not My Child?

Catherine M. Brooks
Finally, and most importantly, I would like to thank my colleague

and friend, Professor Ralph U. Whitten (Creighton University School
of Law), and his two co-convenors, Professor Lynn D. Wardle (Brig-
ham Young University, J. Reuben Clark Law School), and Professor
David Orgon Coolidge (Catholic University of America, Columbus
School of Law) for their magnificent efforts to organize this Confer-
ence, including contacting and encouraging all of these scholars to
come together to facilitate a forum for discussing the important issues
arising in this increasingly important area of law. The Conference
was a pleasure to attend, and I think you will find in the following
pages discussions of the topics that rise to the very highest level of
scholarship and inquiry. Congratulations to all the authors for this
important public service, and for a job well done.

Lawrence Raful
Dean and Professor of Law

Creighton University School of Law
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