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When all is said and done, Barbara Green will be remembered as
a person who loved to teach.

An accomplished pianist, a gourmet chef, a doting mother, this
Smith College graduate joined the Creighton family after a chance en-
counter with the faculty search committee at the annual recruitment
conference late in 1979. Barb Green had been a schoolteacher before
earning her law degree at Boston University in 1971. After serving as
an editor for the American Trial Lawyers Association, she dove into
private practice in the Boston area and then went back to B.U. for an
L.L.M in taxation.

Her real interest was in teaching, and she was hired by Creighton
for her skill, practical experience and passion to work with lawyers-in-
training. She devoted 20 years to the Creighton mission, teaching
courses ranging from Federal Income Tax, to Trusts and Estates to
Remedies. A voracious reader who brought her love for literature,
both classical and provocative, to the classroom, Barb Green's sight
began to fail, forcing her to retire from her teaching duties. She has no
intention of retiring from service to her church and the community
and will continue to be an adoring mother and grandmother.

Her twenty years at Creighton were filled with good humor, inspi-
ration, a humanist's love for her students and her colleagues and de-
light in immersing herself in the life of the university around her.
Long after her retirement, her students will remember that goofy lit-
tle rubber bat-on-a-stick which she carried to class to tease and in-
spire them into being better lawyers. Long after her retirement, they
will think about the literature drawing them into sociology, econom-
ics, anthropology and philosophy. Those books may not have been on
a standard list of reading for ordinary lawyers, but Barbara Green
hoped her students would aspire to be more than ordinary.

She took seriously the words of Dean Roscoe Pound of Harvard
Law School-himself a founder of the American Trial Lawyers
Association:

The changed order of things has been felt in legal science. We
must not make the mistake in American legal education of
creating a permanent gulf between legal thought and popular
thought.

t Professor of Law, Creighton University School of Law



4 CREIGHTON LAW REVIEW [Vol. 35

Pound said, those of us who teach the law must also be students of
sociology, economics and politics. We must give our teaching "the
color which will fit new generations of lawyers to lead the people as
they should." Barbara Green has made it a goal of hers to follow that
wise instruction. She also followed the Jesuit teaching that members
of the community care for the person. This she did and continues to do
with love, respect, enthusiasm and good example. No wonder my
long-time friend and colleague, Pat Green, fell in love with this gener-
ous and talented person!


