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OUR SAINT, LARRY

CATHERINE MAHERNt

I am certain that Larry Raful was not named by his parents after
St. Lawrence the martyr, but this good saint would be pleased to share
that name. Saint Lawrence was a deacon in charge of giving help to
the poor and the needy. The Prefect of Rome, a greedy man, thought
the Church had a great fortune hidden, and ordered Lawrence to bring
the Church's treasures to him. Lawrence said he would return with
the treasure in three days. He then went through the city and gath-
ered together all of the poor and sick ministered by the Church. Law-
rence brought them to the Prefect and said, "This is the treasure of the
Church."

When Larry Raful came to Creighton University in 1988 to be-
come dean, he had several goals for the law school. Chief among his
goals was to create a clinical program that would serve the needs of
the poor, teach students lawyering skills, and promote justice. In
1992 he gathered the resources necessary to fulfill that goal. In the
next eight years, Larry Raful raised two million dollars in endow-
ments to guarantee the future of the legal clinic. In 1999 Larry Raful
proudly presided over the renaming of the Creighton Legal Clinic to
the Milton R. Abrahams Legal Clinic, named for a man both loved and
revered by him.

When I was hired as the first clinical director, Larry Raful asked
me how long it would be before he received irate calls about the
Clinic's work. He knew that representing the poor and the oppressed
would bring out detractors. I was happy to oblige him; and he was
thrilled when he soon received his first call complaining about what he
calls the "good work" of the Clinic. For him, this meant we were fulfil-
ling the mission of a Jesuit institution by giving preferential treat-
ment for the poor.

Larry Raful works not only for justice, but also for excellence, the
pursuit of which he will remain engaged for as long as his heart con-
tinues to drum. He has inspired me to become a better teacher, a
more caring person, and a stronger advocate. He has shared my losses
and celebrated my victories. He is a huggable guy.

Larry Raful has given his best for Creighton Law School, and
credit for his success should be shared with his friend, partner and
wife, Dinah. Throughout his tenure as dean, Dinah may have been
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his greatest asset. Her intelligence, compassion, commitment, and
sense of humor endeared her to all of us at the law school. Larry and
Dinah's love for one another is beautifully apparent. We will miss her
as much as we will miss Larry. As Benjamin Franklin said, "absence
sharpens love, presence strengthens it."

Perhaps most of all, I will miss Larry's sense of humor. Even in
the most trying of times during his tenure as dean, even when being
attacked, Larry would relieve the tenseness with a humorous quip. In
this, Larry was also like Saint Lawrence. After bringing forth the
poor and sick as treasure of the Church, the Prefect condemned Law-
rence to a cruel death on an iron grill over a fire. God had given Law-
rence such strength and joy that he even joked: "Turn me over, I'm
done on this side." Like St. Lawrence, God has given Larry Raful
great strength and joy. His reward in this life is the love of his
friends, family, students and colleagues, as well as the knowledge that
he has positively affected the lives of so many people. His greatest
reward is yet to come.


