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"Justice, sir, is the great interest of man on earth." -

On Mr. Justice Story (September 12, 1845)

I first met Larry Raful at a Creighton University alumni event
here in Des Moines. He struck me as a person who truly enjoyed
events such as that and a person who was not merely "going through
the motions." As time went on, I became more familiar with Larry
and would visit him whenever my work, family or play would take me
to Omaha. It turned out that he had and has many of the same weak-
nesses that I have (a fondness for baseball and political liberals) and
so we seemed to bond whenever we got together. I knew that I didn't
have a clue as to how difficult the job of a law school dean must have
been and Larry while loving his work imparted to me his many faceted
duties that went with his title. He was very good at what he did. I say
that not because I had great familiarity with either his administrative
work with the faculty and students and not because I knew much
about his love of teaching (although I would learn later about that).
No, I learned he loved his work because he saw his work as trying to
"do justice." Not justice in the sense of just having maintained the
status quo of the law school but justice in the larger sense of making
the law school better and improving the quality of lawyering that
would help make our country a more just and equitable place.

Whether it was his leadership in recognizing a law school's obliga-
tion to provide not only an excellent legal education but its related
ethical duty not to graduate debt-ridden students into a profession
that is over-run already with lawyers or whether it was in establish-
ing a legal clinic and securing adequate staffing and funding for the
clinic, Larry's mission has always been the same - Justice. The fact
is that Larry's recognition of the law school's ethical duty has been
recognized by none other than the American Bar Journal and because
of this, many other law schools followed Creighton's lead in this re-
gard. Yet, he has never mentioned that recognition to me. His legal
clinic work while not gaining national notoriety is nonetheless equally
representative of how Larry's values about the law are put into
practice.
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Now, regarding his many other duties as Dean. I can speak per-
sonally to his ability to convince alumni to contribute to their alma
mater. He has been a forceful yet understanding person when it
comes both to telling me the importance of continuing to make Creigh-
ton a different kind of school that emphasize matters other than
merely securing a large income but assuring students that opportuni-
ties would be available for minority and working-class students to
achieve their dream of a legal education. It is very difficult to tell
Dean Raful "no" when he is discussing his passion for educating the
less fortunate.

I also can attest to Larry's counseling abilities with respect to
helping a lawyer who had practiced law for twenty-five years survive
two Presidential nominations to the U.S. District Court, one confirma-
tion hearing, and a long adjustment to the district court bench that is
still on-going. In all of this, Larry has been supportive and under-
standing regarding the continuing rule of law; that is to say - change.
He remains to me a treasure that I rely on when I need an outside
objective view of things. The nature of a true friendship is someone
who will tell you his view regardless of whether it is something you
want to hear or not. The Creighton law school community is going to
lose an important voice that has added much to the legal community
including the students, facility and lawyers. Creighton's loss however
is Touro Law School's gain. I am sure Larry will continue to inspire
students and others in his new challenging work.
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