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LARRY RAFUL -

FRIEND AND COLLEAGUE

RONALD R. VOLKMERt

In June of 1999, at the conclusion of Larry's eleven-year tenure as
Dean, Creighton University hosted a public reception in his honor. I
was honored to be asked at that time to make a few remarks about
Larry and his contributions to the law school and to the university.
Now that was a relatively easy task for me. From my perspective, it
was Larry's energy and determination that made the Creighton Legal
Clinic a reality. It was that same energy and enthusiasm that re-
sulted in the remodeling and expansion of the law library. These two
accomplishments would, by themselves, stand as enduring monu-
ments to the Raful deanship. In the modern era of the Creighton Uni-
versity School of Law they are, indeed, monumental.

But my little talk in June of 1999 wasn't about these more tangi-
ble markers. It was more about what I termed the "wellsprings of his
life" - his faith and his family. In others words, you don't know the
"real" Larry Raful until you know something about his fervent faith
and the role that it plays in Larry's life. And you certainly don't know
the "real" Larry Raful unless you know of his deep love for Dinah,
Sarah, Anna, and Leah. Back in 1999, I thought I knew the "real"
Larry Raful and I did - based upon my role as a member of the
faculty, but not as a close friend.

Ordinarily, one would think of a dean who steps down as "re-
turning" to the faculty. But, in Larry's case, that wasn't the situation,
for Larry had been a law school administrator his entire career. There
he was, in 1999, at age forty-nine, facing the daunting prospect of be-
ing a full time faculty member. Larry's teaching world, up until 1999,
had been limited to the world of professional responsibility. It was a
new challenge for Larry and he voiced to me some doubts about step-
ping into that role.

My "advice," if it can be called that, was simple: You'll find your
teaching niche in the classroom sooner or later. What you're really
going to enjoy most about this job is the opportunity you will have to
exemplify the Jesuit ideal of cura personalis by being present to and
among the students outside the classroom. And sure enough, that is
what came to pass: Larry became a compassionate presence to the stu-
dents - always having time to listen to them and to try to help them
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out in any way that he could. It went beyond the one-on-one dia-
logues; Larry became the Public Interest Law Forum advisor and be-
gan working with that group on a Loan Repayment Assistance
Program - a program that became a reality in the summer of 2003.

In the midst of this transition to being a full time teacher, Larry
continued his extensive involvement with bar and community organi-
zations. By way of example, Chief Justice John Hendry asked Larry
to co-chair a task force charged with recommending changes in the
Nebraska Code of Professional Responsibility, a monumental (there's
that word again!) undertaking that reached a successful conclusion in
the fall of 2003 when the House of Delegates of the Nebraska State
Bar Association unanimously endorsed the task force
recommendations.

When Larry left the deanship, there was one "unfinished" matter:
I had recommended to him in 1996 that the law school attempt some
official connection to the existing Creighton University programs in
the Dominican Republic. That didn't happen while Larry was dean.
But in the fall of 1999, while on his supposed "sabbatical," Larry spent
ten weeks in the Dominican Republic and experienced for himself the
face of third world poverty in Cienfuegos, a barrio next to a huge gar-
bage dump on the edge of Santiago.

Haunted and challenged by that memory, Larry was determined
to return to Cienfuegos and build a swing set. His passion ultimately
resulted in two groups of Creighton law students going to the Domini-
can Republic in March of 2002 and 2003. I accompanied Larry on both
of these trips. Now Larry and I have shared some special moments
together (a road trip to Coors Field to see the Giants play comes to
mind), but the time we shared together with students in the Domini-
can Republic was very special. Praying together in a church in Cien-
fuegos or visiting a Haitian batey is probably not what most people
would identify Larry with, but I do. It was Larry who provided me
and the students with this incredibly rich learning opportunity - a
learning experience that was grounded in faith-based service. Larry's
legacy to Creighton is a whole lot deeper and more personal that most
alumni and friends realize - for him cura personalis is not a motto, it
is a way of life.

I will conclude as I did in June of 1999, by quoting the rabbi, who
translated for me this passage from the Ethics of the Elders (Mishnah,
about 200 years old): "Hillel said: Be of the disciples of Aaron (the high
priest), loving peace and pursuing peace, loving people and bringing
them to learning." Thanks be to God for the presence of Larry and
Dinah in the Creighton and Omaha community. May your life's jour-
ney of "loving people and bringing them to learning" continue as the
Dean of Touro College of Law.
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