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Homily 
Vigil of the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles 

June 28, 2008 
Acts 3:1-10;  Psalm 19:2-3,4-5;  Gal 1:11-20;  Jn 21:15-19 

 
 

��� 
 
 
Peter said, "I have neither silver nor gold, but what I do have I give you ..." 
 

Almost every week we recite the creed together. One of the last things we 
say is “We believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church.” 
 

What do we mean when we say we believe in an apostolic church? 
 

The simple answer, of course, is that we are a church founded by the 
apostles who were trained and taught by Jesus -- and we have remained 
faithful to the teachings they have handed on under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit and the men ordained to carry on their mission of preaching the good 
news to all the nations. These men are, of course, the bishops. 
 

But simple answers are often incomplete. The bishops will tell you that the 
whole Church is apostolic, and we have, no matter how small, our own 
apostolic responsibilities. 
 

The Apostles were not men captivated by an idea, or energized by a 
philosophy, nor were they caretakers of an arbitrary set of rules. They were 
men who knew and loved Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God. 
 

They travelled with him. They ate with him. They learned from him. They 
asked him questions. After the crucifixion they experienced him in the 
resurrection. 
 

With his help, his patience, his guidance, they learned to love God: not just 
in the incarnation of the Son, but in the fullness and mystery of the Trinity.  
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We know from our own experience that love binds us and compels us. 
People who live in love are not free. Love someone and you are concerned 
for them and willing to give yourself for them.  
 
Love someone and you are enthusiastic about them. You want others to see 
them as you do. You want others to love them too.  
 
Peter said, "I have neither silver nor gold, but what I do have I give you ..." 
 
“Do you love me?” Jesus asks Peter.   It’s not a question Jesus addresses 
only to Peter, but to all of us … 
 
“Do you love me?” 
 
Answer yes and you must take on, in some sense, the ways of an apostle. 
You have give to others what you have received. That’s a joyful obligation 
of love. 
 

��� 
 
Yesterday, as I was riding home on my bike after the storm, I saw so many 
people helping their neighbors cutting and gathering up fallen branches and 
trees. Helping those in need is fundamental to being a good neighbor.  
 
Yet our baptism obligates us to a lifetime of living the Gospel, not just 
moments here and there. 
 
It’s easier to know what to do when dramatic events occur. The rest of time, 
in the ordinary activities of family life, work, and school it can a little more 
challenging to give apostolic witness to the faith. 
 
Fortunately there are many people in our parish who have taken on the 
challenge. People who … 
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§ volunteer at mass,  
§ who take communion to the sick and homebound,  
§ who lead bible studies, organize food drives,  
§ belong to the Knights of  Columbus, the Christian Family 

Movement, Cursilo  
§ Parents who take on the responsibility of teaching the faith 

to their children, praying at meals or bedtime …  
§ … I could go on and on. 

 
I’m sure there also many of you who don’t feel very apostolic at this time in 
your life. You may have troubles that you have to deal with, or are just a 
little lost and unenthusiastic right now.  
 
Almost everyone I know experiences an ebb and flow in his relationships, 
including his relationship with God and with his Church.  
 
Jesus asked, “Do you love me?” 
 
Work on that question and things will turn around. 
 

��� 
 
Last Thursday, Archbishop Curtis celebrated the 50th anniversary of his 
ordination to the priesthood, and the anniversary of his ordination as a 
bishop. 
 

Our Archbishop is the sacramental sign of the apostolic Church in eastern 
Nebraska, and he has shared, to the best of his ability, what he has received.  
But one man cannot do it alone. Peter and Paul weren’t the only apostles and 
all the apostles relied on others to help them. 
 

The apostolic church is not a historical curiosity, but a people untied with 
their bishops who are compelled by their love of God to share joyfully all 
that they have received.  


