
September 27, 2009 
Yr B: Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Nm 11:25-29;  Ps 19:8,10,12-13,14;  Jas 5:1-6;  Mk 9:38-43,45,47-48 
 
 
 
Last time I preached, we had just begun five weeks of readings 
from the letter of James, and today we heard the last one.  
 
St. James’ letter is an exhortation to his readers: “Be fully 
committed to the faith you have embraced.” 
 
He reminds us of the strong ethical and moral demands we accept 
when we call ourselves Christians. 
 
Yet for many people today, St. James just seems a little harsh …  
 

Come now, you rich, weep and wail over your impending 
miseries. 

Your wealth has rotted away, your clothes have become 
moth-eaten, your gold and silver have corroded …  

and that corrosion will be a testimony against you; 
 it will devour your flesh like a fire. 

 
If you don’t listen carefully, you might not realize that he is talking 
about people at the end of their lives.  People who have come to  
their end, having been blest with material wealth and social power, 
only to find that those things were fleeting and ephemeral.  
 
What really mattered, they never discovered, and now they are lost. 
 
Don’t be like them!  
 
That’s James’ message and his warning: You have heard the 
Gospel -- you know what really matters! 
 



Someone once told me a story from their childhood, and I think it 
fits with the point that James is trying to make. 
 
One summer day, when their mother was down the street at the  
neighbor’s house for an afternoon of cards and visiting, the kids 
were hanging out in the back yard, not doing very much, when one 
of them said, “let’s make a pond. We can use it for fishing and 
swimming … and all kinds of stuff.”  
 
That sounded like a good plan, so two of them went off to the 
garage and brought back all the shovels and they set to work. 
 
The visit with the neighbors had gone on kind of long and the 
mother came back just as her husband was arriving home from 
work.  
 
They walked into the house, and when she looked out the back 
window to see what the kids were doing, she shrieked and called to 
her husband.  
 
He came over to see what was wrong. And there, out the back 
window, he saw his children waist deep in a great big hole. They 
were shoveling away and looking quite dirty, but very intent … 
and happy. 
 

He turned back, thought for a moment, and then smiled at his wife.  
 

“Well,” he said, “it’s a good thing we are raising children and not 
grass.” 
 
God has blessed you with something.  
 
Maybe it’s wealth, … or talent,  … a quick wit, …  

or even a nice green lawn.  
 
Have you every stopped and asked yourself why?  



Does God intend for your blessing to be and end in itself?  
Of course not! That’s the message of St. James. 
 
Today is September 27th, the feast day of St. Vincent De Paul 
 
If you know the story of St. Vincent, you that he lived a pretty 
ordinary life until he was in his mid thirties or perhaps even his 
early forties. He was an okay priest: nothing special.  
 
But one day he had an epiphany. He saw that the people he served 
not only suffered from great poverty, but were also poor in spirit 
and had a hunger for God.  
 
Aware that God had endowed him with the means to relieve the 
people’s spiritual needs, he also began to see that God had also 
given him what he needed to ease their poverty as well.  
So he put his gifts to good use. 
 
Listen to St. James, … be inspired by St. Vincent,  
consider the wealth God has given you, … and spend it wisely. 
 
 
 
 


