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PREFACE
International politics is "power politics,"
and simple solutions are not possible.

There are many

elements in each situation, and many tendencies in
each.

Under these complicated situations, the best

way that one can do, is to find through analysis, the
most likely tendency or tendencies that will develop.
The Korean case was, no doubt, an example of
international politics.

Democracy and Communism col

lided in a small area, but with grave importance.

The

infant United Nations had to prove its capability to
handle the matter.

If it could not, its survival as

an international organization would be fatally impaired.
Its life being challenged, the United Nations acted firmly
and promptly to preserve peace and to prevent a third
world war.
Yet, along with the development of the situa
tion, many elements became involved, making a simple
solution impossible.

Members of the United Nations,

policy makers in Washington, and the policy carriers
at the battle field had their own solutions in handling
the Korean case, and when they did not completely
agree with each other, and when no concession seemed
forthcoming, a break was only a matter of time.
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Having tried to grasp the time condition of
the Truman-KacArthur controversy, but faced with a
great difficulty in doing so because of its "unila
teral" informations,'1’ the author avoided in bringing
up many controversial matters which ultimately could
not be explained for many years to come.

Instead, I

tried to give some general background of why the United
States became involved in the Korean problem, and
why MacArthur's proposal was welcomed by most Koreans.
This approach v/as thought as one way to look at the
conflict.

The President's right to dismiss his sub

ordinate is authorized by the United States Constitu
tion, and his decision to exercise that right should
not be criticised.

Thus, in no sense, does this

thesis attempt to analyse or to show any personal
feeling of the dismissal.

Rather, it tries to sum

up the reasons why the Koreans were disappointed in
the dismissal of General MacArthur.

MacArthur's

proposal was seen as the only possible way to unite
the country, and his recall v/as looked upon as a
severe blow for the unification of the country.

Most sources, regardless whether they are
primary or secondary, do show their special emotional
attachment to either MacArthur or Truman. The great
handicap in studying of the Truman-MacArthur contro
versy is that it lacks many scholarly works.

VI1

The Truman-MacArthur controversy has been
discussed by many people: huge accounts of both proMacArthur or pro-Truman stories are on shelves of
libraries, an enormous volume of documents in the
Bureau of Archives, MacArthur Memorial in Norfolk,
Virginia, and innumerable books in the Library of
Congress.

It seemed hardly possible for the author

to investigate all of them.
Fortunately, the author was able to go to
the MacArthur Memorial Library in Norfolk, Virginia
for the research.

Sven though I went through much

frustration by not having been able to examine many
research materials because of their nature of classificatrons,

2 I should- not fail to express my gratifi

cation to the Director of MacArthur Memorial and
Mrs. S. T. Northern who offered me grandparental
care, and the Director of Bureau of Archives, Mac
Arthur Memorial Dr. Philip P. Brower who helped
this research by presenting many unclassified materi
als.

Without their help, my visit to Norfolk, Vir

ginia would not have been realized and so productive.

p

A great deal of very valuable materxals
that would lift us from wonder of controversy are
classified.

V121

The Library of Congress also offered innumerous accounts for this research.

Most secondary

source books for this thesis are from the Library of
Congress, and the Library's collection of Korean
accounts, by all means, greatly assisted the author's
research.

Even though the collections of Korean

books of the Orientalia Section in the Library of
Congress are not complete, they were of considerable
help for this research.
The author also would like to express her
gratitude to the Director of Truman Library, Inde
pendence, Missouri, Mr. Philip C. Brooks.

Through

his kind letter, he informed me that the Truman
Library, at present, has very little material of a
substantive nature pertaining to the subject, "MacArthur in Korea."

He said that the Truman Library

had mails from the public received by the White House
as a result of Truman's action related to MacArthur's
dismissal.

Since the author did not attempt to go

into detail concerning the dismissal, the plan to
make a trip to Independence, Missouri was cancelled.
Even though I was informed that much of the
documentation for this subject would be found among
the official records of the Department of Defense
and the Department of State in Washington, D.C., I
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was also informed of the need of special permission
in assessing those documents.

Learning that the

petition would require several months to get approval,
I abandoned the attempt.
In assessing Korean materials, I am greatly
indebted to my family.

Their untiring help and en

couragement should not fail to get rny sincere ap
preciation.
Finally, I would like to take this opportu
nity to thank all who rendered their unselfish
guidance, friendship, and help during my stay in the
United States.

Owing it to so many people, I pain

fully list a very small portion of those names here.
They are: Dr. Ross C. Horning who gave me untiring
guidance, patience, and encouragement in undertaking
this study, Reverend Robert J. Shanahan, S.J. who
was my major teacher in the study of the United
States History, Reverend Robert J. Lemke, S.J. who
never hesitated to spend much time in order to en
courage me, Dean of the Graduate School Dr. Arthur
G. Umscheid who helped my graduate study, especially
by undertaking all necessary procedures with the
immigration office, the chairman of the History
Department Dr. Allan M. Schleich, my very special
friend Miss Susan C. Steffan, and finally Miss Louise

X
Meng who typed this thesis in such a care and skill
with special interest, and Mr. William Kolarec, S.J.
and Sister Mary Anthony Mezzaferri, O.S.P. who proof
read this thesis.
At last, I also express my appreciation to
the President of the Creighton University, Very
Reverend Henry W. Linn, S.J. and faculty who very
generously provided scholarships for my graduate
study.
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CHAPTER I
AMERICAN-KOREAI'] RELATIONS UNTIL THE OUTBREAK OF
THE KOREAN WAR
The "Roaring Forties," ending in the glory of
the victory over Mexico, and the Gold Rush, produced
a new spirit of nationalism known as Manifest Destiny.
The United States now became a Pacific power as wellas an Atlantic power, and reached its continental
limits.

Oregon was obtained in 184-6, and, two years

later, a defeated Mexico was forced to cede the vast
Southwest and California.

Nationalism was at a peak

of expansion.
At this time American interests in Korea
stemmed from its commercial sects.

In 1845, a reso

lution was introduced in the House of Representatives
to expand American trade in the Far East."1' However,
because of weak support, the resolution failed to pass.
After the Civil War the United States renewed
its effort to initiate trade with Korea.
trading schooner General S ’

cman

The American

was sent to Korea in

■^Department of State, A Historical Summary of
United States-Korean Relations, (Washington, D.C.:
Government Printing Office, 1962), p. $.

2
August, 1866, to arrange for a trade agreement, but
was burnt as the members of the crev; fired shots into
the air by disobeying the request of Korean authorities to withdraw.

This incident was thought to be an

opportunity to establish trade relations with Korea,
and, recalling her experience to open Japan, the Ameri
can government sent an expedition under the joint
direction of Minister Frederick F. Low and Rear Ad
miral John Rogers with a fleet of five steamships on
May 19, 1871.

The American expedition, hov-/ever, be

cause of the reckless resistance of the Korean Gov
ernment, was unsuccessful.

Seeing the predicament of

China, as a consequence of the Opium War, the Korean
Government was determined to protect her territory
Z|_

from foreign hands.

As a result, no further attempt

to enter into treaty relations with Korea was made in
the 1870's.

2
, U+i,^
Lee, Kwang-rin, Lecture, (Seoul, Korea:
Sogang College, September 12, 1963).
3
»l

A A,

^

).

Lee, Kee-baek, Kooksa Sillon, (Seoul, Korea:
Je-il Publishing Co., 2nd ed., 1965), p. 285.
^ I-bid., p. 286.

3
Observing the Japanese, who successfully made
a treaty with Korea in 1878, Commodore Robert W.
Shufeldt entered into negotiations in 1880 with the
Korean authorities utilizing the good offices of Japan,
but his efforts were also unsuccessful.

In the spring

of 1882, Shufeldt again entered into treaty negotia
tions through the Chinese Governor-General, Li Hungchang, and this time succeeded.

On May 22, 1882, the

treaty v/as signed that provided for the appointment of
diplomatic and consular representatives, permitted
United States vessels to enter any Korean ports in
need of fuel, and secured protection of American citi
zens in Korea.

The treaty also specified that Korean

subjects could pursue their "various callings and avo
cations" throughout the United States, although such
activities by United States citizens were limited to
5
the open ports m Korea.
The treaty was proclaimed
by President Chester A. Arthur on June 4, 1883.

It

was the first treaty which Korea concluded with a
Y/estern power, and it served as a model for subsequent
treaties between Korea and other Western nations.5

5
^Department of State, United States-Korean Re
lations , p. 4.

4-

Soon after Korea opened her doors, the rivalry
between Japan, Russia, Britain, and China became con
spicuous, and, before the end of the century, Korea
witnessed the Sino-Japanese War on her own soil.

De

termined to weaken Chinese influence in Korea, Japan
proposed political reform of Korea.

The Japanese de

sire to encroach on Korea was so obvious that China
refused the proposal.

A conflict betv/een the two

countries seemed inevitable, and the rivalry came to
a climax in 1894-•
Learning of the confrontation of Chinese and
Japanese troops in Korea, the American Government in
structed its Minister Resident at Seoul "to use every
possible effort" to preserve peace.^

But, she would

take no military action and would remain neutral.
China, already in decline, could not stop the
rising power of Japan.
land and on the sea.

China was defeated both on
Port Arthur fell under Japanese

hands, and Formosa was occupied by Japan.
circumstances, China proposed negotiation.

Under the
As a re

sult, the Treaty of Shimonoseki, which recognized in
dependence of Korea, was signed in 1895* .By the
treaty, Japan also received Port Arthur and Formosa.6

6Ibid., p. 6.

5
Although Korea was now independent of China, it was
subject to "direction" and "assistance" from Japan.
Yet, Japan could not enjoy her monopolistic
position in Korea for as long as Russia, with the sup
port from France and Germany, asked return of Port
Arthur to China.

Realizing her weakness, Japan re

gretfully ceded.

The United States continued its

policy of remaining generally aloof from the contro
versies of the area.
Rivalry over the control of Manchuria and Korea
led Japan to another war in 1904.

Japan proposed that

Russia should recognize her predominant rights in
Korea and permit Japan's commercial rights in Man
churia.

Russia replied that she would recognize

Japan's rights in Korea in a limited condition, and
requested Japan to neutralize the north of the Thirtyninth Parallel of Korea.
treaty failed.

Attempts to negotiate a

Japan, without a declaration of war,

attacked Port Arthur in February, 1904.

The Russo-

Japanese Y/ar, heretofore, began.
While the prospect of a Russian collapse raised
for France a menace to the balance of power in the
West, President Theodore Roosevelt was primarily con
cerned for the balance in the Far East.

He feared

6
that even a temporary internal collapse of Russian
power might seriously undermine her role as a Japanese
rival strong enough to restrain a victorious Japan.
Thus Theodore Roosevelt assumed the leading role in
support for ending the war.

Portsmouth, New Hampshire

v/as chosen as the meeting place, and on August 9, the
meeting began.
The fundamental issues confronting the Ports
mouth Conference were those pertaining to Korea and
Manchuria.

Russia revealed her willingness to retro

cede the southern part of Manchuria to China and to
approve a predominant position of Japan in Korea.
However, questions of Sakhalin Island and indemnities
were hard to agree upon.

Theodore Roosevelt en

couraged the negotiators to moderate their attitude
toward these questions, and, finally, by signing the
Portsmouth Treaty, the Russo-Japanese War ended.

The

greatest significance of the war and of the decisions
made at the Portsmouth Conference v/as the emergence of
Japan as a Continental Asian Power.

By crushing China

in 1895 and now by defeating Russia, Japan accelerated
her advances more openly and determinedly during the
coming years.

Under these circumstances, she, despite

bitter opposition of the Korean people, annexed Korea

7
on August 22, 1910, and the United States accepted the
new situation with no protest.
With annexation, Korea became a Japanese colony,
ruled with an iron hand, and virtually a country of
twenty million slaves.

Under this circumstance, a

national consciousness took a firm root, and, soon
after, Korean independence movements emerged.

The

largest movement of all was the one that formed in
1919 in the hope of Wilson's self-determination.

The

United States, however, refused to heed the appeals
for aid made by the leaders of the nationalist move
ment, and the Department of State instructed the Ameri
can Ambassador to Japan, on April 14-, 1919, "the
Consulate /at Seoul7 should be extremely careful not
to encourage any belief that the United States will
assist the Korean Nationalists in carrying out their
plans and it should not do anything which may cause
Japanese authorities to suspect the American Govern
ment sympathizes with the Korean Nationalist movement."

7
In the period between the World War I and the

World War II, United States relationship with Korea7

7

'Department of State, United States-Korean Re
lations , p. 8.

8
was restricted almost entirely to trade and mission
ary activities.

There was practically no talk of

Korea until March, 1912, when the exiled Koreans in
China and in the United States held a conference in
V/ashington for the purpose of gaining diplomatic ac
tion on behalf of Korea.

Then, the question of making

a statement concerning the future independence of
Korea and of granting some sort of recognition to the
Korean Provincial Government in Chungking was in
formally discussed in V/ashington by members of the
Pacific War Council, but was decided to postpone any
O
such act until it might be more useful.
Consequently
the efforts did not elicit more than expressions of
sympathy and encouragement from the various officials.
As the war progressed and plans for post-war
settlement were being formulated, there was more and
more discussion among those interested in the future
of Korea, including the officials of the various gov
ernments, concerning the period of trusteeship to pro
vide an orderly transition from Japanese control to
complete independence.

Q

O
Mass.:

George McCune, Korea Today, (Cambridge,
Harvard University Press, 1950), p. 11.
^Ibid., p. 12.

9
The first genuine commitment concerning Korea
was made at the Cairo Conference by President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt, Prime Minister Winston Churchill,
and Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek.

In their joint

declaration, released on December 1, 194-$, the Allies
in the Pacific War stated:
The aforesaid three great powers mindful of
the enslavement of the people of Korea, are
determined that in due course Korea shall be
come free and independent.
There was, however, still a question as to the
attitude of the Soviet Government as long as the Ameri
cans hoped to bring the Russians into the Far Eastern
War to shorten i t . ^

When President Roosevelt and

Marshall Stalin talked privately during the Yalta Con
ference in February, 1915, noticing the United States'
desire to bring the Russians into the Far Eastern War,
Stalin hinted his willingness to enter the war after
the defeat of Germany.

Thus, President Roosevelt pre

sented the view that Korea should become a threepower trusteeship with the Soviets, the Chinese, and

The Joint Chiefs estimated that it would take
eighteen months after the defeat of Germany if the
United States should fight alone to defeat Japan, and
countless casualties would follow. Though this was
an overestimation of the Japanese power, it seemed
sound at the time.
I

.10
the United States represented.

The Soviets concurred

in the idea of trusteeship, but were of the opinion
that the British should be asked to join in the trus
teeship arrangement.'1'"1' No commitments, however, were
made at that time.
After the defeat of Germany, the Allies met at
Potsdam in -July, 1945, and the indefinite understand
ing at Yalta concerning Korea was somewhat clarified—
if not politically then militarily.

IP

The Potsdam

Conference, however, was not responsible for the
division of Korea at the Thirty-eighth Parallel, since

11.

^
Kim,
I960), p.

70 .

It

Pk

> ^ 'f •

Tong-sung, Se-gae (the World), (May,

12
'When the military chiefs of the three nations
(the Soviet Union, Britain, and the United States) con
ferred, it was agreed that following Russia’s entr
into the Pacific War, there should be a line of d
marcation in the general area of Korea between Am
can and Russian air and sea operations.
(See Harry S.
Truman, Memoirs by Harry S. Truman, Vol. II Years of
Trial_and 'Hope, Gard'en "City, New "York:
Doubleday &
Company, Inc., 1956, p. $17).
General Hull and some of his staff, being told
by General Marshall to be prepared to move troops Into
Korea, studied a map of Korea trying to decide where
to draw a line for an army boundary between United
States and Soviet forces. Yet this line, drawn at
Potsdam by the military planners, was not on the Thirt
eighth Parallel but was near it, and, generally, along
it.
(See Roy H. Appleman, South, to Naktong, North to
the Yalu, Washington, D.C.: Office of the Chief of
Military History, United States Army, 1966, pp. 2-3).

11
it was never discussed among the political chiefs.
The immense rush of events following the Potsdam Con
ference apparently settled the matter.

The dropping

of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in the first
part of August, the Russian declaration of war against
Japan on August 8, and the Japanese offer of surrender
on August 10 that gave little time to study the post
war problems we re responsible for the country’s
division.
The State Department urged that in all Korea
the surrender of Japanese forces should be taken by
Americans, and Edwin W. Pauley, President Truman's
representative on reparations in Moscow, and V/.
Averell Harriman, the Ambassador to Russia, urged
that the United States should accept the surrender of
Japanese troops in Korea and Manchuria.

Harriman

said that the United States had no obligation to the
Soviet Union to "respect any zone of Soviet military
„13
operation."
There was, however, "no way to get our troops
into the northern part of the country with the speed1
3

13

Carl Berger, The Korea Knot: a MilitaryPolitical History, (Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press, Rev. Ed., 1954), p. 47.

12
required without sacrificing the security of our ini
tial landings in Japan," reasoned Truman.

Thus, for

better or worse, General Order 1 was issued, on August

15 ,

194-5, creating a demarcation line between the

Soviet Union and the United States troops.

In other

words, General Order 1 provided that Soviet troops
would accept the Japanese surrender north of the
Thirty-eighth Parallel while American troops would
accept the surrender south of it.

It was hoped, ini

tially, that the problems of Korea could be resolved
smoothly by joint Russo-American efforts.
On September 4-, 194-5* Lieutenant General John
R. Hodge's United States Twenty-fourth Army Corps de
parted Okinawa for Korea to accept the Japanese sur
render, south of the Thirty-eight Parallel.
sion was accomplished on September 9*

This mis

On the other

hand, the Soviet Army occupied all of Korea north of
the Thirty-eighth Parallel and immediately halted all
travel and traffic across the line.

Soviet agents

busied themselves reorganizing the area into a Commu
nist-type "democracy," while General Hodge was hampered
by having little or no practical guidance from any
14branch of the United States Government.*

14 Ibid.,

p . 4-9•

13
With the division of the country, General Hodge
asked the Joint Chiefs of Staff for some kind of
guidance for his Military Government in Korea, report
ing the growing dissatisfaction among Koreans.

As the

result of his recommendation, the subject was brought
up at the first meeting of the Foreign Ministers in
Moscow.
At this meeting, the United States proposed to
create a unified administration consisting of a fourpower trusteeship under the United Nations.

The Soviet

Union agx’eed to the idea of a four-power trusteeship,
but proposed, on behalf of the Soviet Government, that
a provisional government be set up in Korea to under15
take all necessary measures. ^

They also agreed that

a joint commission of representatives of the Soviet
Union and United States Commands in Korea should
assist in the formation of such a provisional govern
ment, consulting with Korean democratic parties and
social organizations.
As the news of the Moscow Agreement reached
Korea on December 29, 19^5, the Koreans severely pro-1
5

15

Harry S. Truman, Memoirs by Harry S. Truman,
Vol. II Years of Trial and Hope5 (Garden City, Hew
York: Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1956), p. 319* From
now on, it will be listed as Years of Trial and Hope.

tested it because of the word, "trusteeship.
Koreans, especially the rightists, organized mass
demonstrations to protest.

The somewhat shocked

American military government sought to interpret the
meaning of trusteeship in the most favorable light,
but the Koreans refused to listen.

As the last hours

of 19d5, the year of great victory, ticked away, the
Koreans remained greatly troubled.
On January 16, 194-S, the American and Russian
commanders in Korea met to consider urgent questions
relating to both zones and to work out measures for
the establishment of permanent co-ordination between
the two Commands in the administrative-economic sphere
But from the start the Soviet Command not only re
fused to cooperate, but tried to embarrass the Ameri
can situation in Korea.

For instance, the chief of

the Soviet military mission in Seoul, Colonel General
Terenti Shtikov, called a press conference for Korean
newspapermen, and released a detailed account of the

■^Having experienced it under Japanese, who had
terminated their trust with annexation, the word was
much detested by the Koreans. Although the idea of
"trusteeship" now proposed was different, sad memory
under the Japanese occupation was too vivid and too
close to forget.

15
proceedings of the Moscow Conference in order to en17
rage Koreans against the United States. '
The Americans in Seoul were greatly embarrassed
by the Shtikov press release.

General Hodge pleaded

for information from Washington in order to respond to
the Soviet statement.

Surprisingly for Hodge, the in

formation from the State Department supported the
Russian statement that the United States had been the
prime mover behind the trusteeship plan.

Hodge and

his staff in Korea were quite amazed because it was
completely opposite to that which they had been assur
ing the Koreans the American Government would take.
What could they say to the Koreans now!
On February 1, 19T6, the sadly enlightened
General Hodge dispatched a message to MacArthur, com
plaining of the lack of guidance and of his embarrassed
situation.

He pointed out that Communist activity was

rising, and that the Russians indicated no concern of
unifying the country.

He asked that he be informed of

American policy, adding that he had the distinct feel
ing of being let down by the authorities in Washing-

17

'Berger, Korea Knot, p. 63.

16
ton.

18

In the meantime, the talks between the two

military Commands broke up, accomplishing little.
In this strained atmosphere, the Joint SovietAmerican Commission provided by the Moscow Conference
held its first meeting in Seoul on March 20, 1945.
Prom the beginning the Commission was deadlocked, be
cause the Russians refused to admit any Korean repre
sentatives who opposed the trusteeship plan.

This

meant that no one but Communists would have been
allowed to speak on behalf of the Korean people be
cause the right wing people took part in the opposi
tion of trusteeship.

The Joint Commission adjourned

sine die on May 8 without ever having come to grips
v/ith the problems of the nation.
General Hodge endeavored to reconvene the Joint
Commission to take up again the problem of unification
of the country.

After untiring labor, the Joint Com

mission v/as reconvened in Seoul for its second and
final effort to unify the peninsula.

The discussions

went smoothly until the Soviet delegation suddenly re
verted to its old position in early July, rejecting
all consultations v/ith those Koreans who expressed
opposition to the Moscow Agreement.

18 Ibid.,

pp. 64-65.

17
According to Professor Carl Berger, the
Russian reversal came partly from the American for
eign policy developments:

the American offer of aid

to Greece and Turkey, the Truman Doctrine, and the Mar
shall Plan reverberated the stirrings in Moscow and
all the way to Seoul.

These events brought about a

permanent deadlock in the Joint Soviet-American Com
mission in Korea and the country remained in its un
natural division.
The failure of two occupying powers to agree
and the persisting division of Korea was a profoundly
disillusioning answer to the country's long struggles
for independence.

Political circles were frustrated:

the rightists spoke out to annul the Yalta Agreement
and the division of the country, while the leftists
adhered to the trusteeship in order to monopolize
power after the government was established.

They

later also organized strikes and riots to disturb the
]9

rightist camp. '

In this confusion, the United States

proposed to the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, and
China a meeting to consider how the Moscow Agreement

19
Kee-baek Lee, Kooksa Sillon.

18
"may be speedily carried out."

The United Kingdom and

China accepted this proposal; the Soviet Union re
jected it.
Failure to reach an acceptable agreement with
the Soviet Union through the Joint Commission or
through normal diplomatic channels placed the United
States in a highly unsatisfactory position.

United

States policy in Korea and the record of Military Gov
ernment had come in for considerable criticism from
many c'orners, while the continued military occupation
and administration of South Korea proved a source of
mounting expense, trouble and embarrassment.

20

Com

munists propagandized successfully that the United
States had imperialist designs, and was giving its
support to Korean "fascists."

The propaganda v/as par

ticularly successful in those countries just emerging
from, and anxious to throw off, foreign rule.
To make things worse, the United States was
going through demobilization in the post-war period.
Suffering from demobilization and with a tight army
budget, it seemed reasonable to reconsider the raainte-2
0

20

Leland M . G o o d n c h , Korea: a Study jpf U. S.
Policy in the U .N ., (New York: Council”oh foreign
Relations, 19p6X, pp. 26-27*

19
nance of- the American army in Korea, the maintenance
of which had proven only failure.

Thus, after a

"careful study," the Joint Chiefs of Staff decided that,
from the point of view of military security, the United
States had little strategic interest in the maintenance
of troops and bases in Korea.

They thought that in the

event of hostilities the retention of ground forces in
Korea would be a military liability.

Neutralization

of enemy bases and forces in Korea by United States
air action was viewed as more feasible and less cost
ly than large-scale ground operations.

Moreover, the

Joint Chiefs of Staff thought that the two divisions
then stationed in South Korea "could well be used
pi
elsewhere."
Having reached these conclusions, the United
States worked to find a way to extricate itself from
the situation in Korea.

22

But, it was not an easy Job

to do without losing face, particularly when General
Hodge v/arned that the American withdrawal from Korea2
*
1

21

Memorandum addressed to the Secretary of
States and dated September 25, 19^-7 • Bor text, see
Truman, Years of Trials and Hope, pp. 325-26.
22

Trumbull Higgins, Korea and the Hall of
MacArthur, (Iiew York: Oxford University Press, I960),
p. 7= also Goodrich, Korea: a Study of U.S. Policy
in the U.N., p . 28.

20
without any adequate counter-measure would become more
difficult.

In this uncomfortable situation, the

United States Government presented the question of
Korean independence to the United Nations General
Assembly.

The General Assembly voted to place the

question on its agenda, and to discuss it at its
plenary meetings.
The General Assembly adopted two resolutions,
p3?oposed by the United States providing for a program
for Korean independence.

The main provisions were:

under the observance of the United Nations, a free
election should be held to establish a National Gov
ernment, the representatives of the National Govern
ment should arrange necessary measures to discuss its
independence with the advice of a nine-nation United
oil

Nations Temporary Commission on Korea,~

and after

the establishment of the National Government the troops2
5

25

^Inquiry into the Military Situation in the
Far East:__ Hearings before the Committee on Armed
Services and the Committee on Foreign Relations,
United States Senate, (Washington, D.C.: Government
Printing Office}^ pp. 2008-9- From now on, it will
be listed as MacArthur Hearings.
2i\
' 'The nine nations were Austria, Canada, China,
El Salvador, France, India, the Philippines, Syria,
and the Ukraine.

21
of the Soviet Union and the United States should be
withdrawn. 25
On January 12, 194-8, the nine-nation United
Nations Temporary Commission on Korea held their first
meeting at Seoul "with right to travel, observe and
consult throughout Korea."

The Soviet Commander, how

ever, refused to receive the Commission in the Sovietoccupied North Korea, consequently resulting in no
activity of the Commission north of the Thirty-eighth
Parallel.

Since access to Soviet-occupied North

Korea was denied, the Commission decided to consult
the Interim Committee of the General Assembly to de
termine whether it was appropriate for the Commission
to implement the Assembly's program in South Korea.
The Interim Committee concluded that the Assembly's
resolution of November 14, 1947, should be carried out
in all Korea, or, if that was impossible, in as much
of Korea as was accessible to it.
As it was impossible to perform their duty north
of the Thirty-eighth Parallel, the United Nations Tem
porary Commission on Korea observed an election, held
on May 10, 1948, only in the United States occupied2
5

25

Por text, see Goodrich, Korea: a Study of
U.S. Policy in the U.N., pp. 215-1?.
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area.

On June 25, the Commission adopted a resolution

declaring that the result of the ballot cast on May
10 was a valid expression of the Korean electorate in
those parts of Korea accessible to the Commission,
and that it was the only "lawful" government.
Formal inauguration of the new government took
place on August 15, terminating the American Military
Government in Korea.

On December 12, 1948, the

United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution,
declaring that this government was the "only lawful
Government in Korea."

Following the adoption of the

resolution, the United States extended d_e Jure recog
nition to the Government of the Republic of Korea on
January 1, 1949.

The Republic of Korea applied on

January 19, 1949, for membership in the United
Nations, but was rebuffed by a Soviet veto.
At the time that the Republic of Korea was
formed in the southern zone, another regime was
brought into being in the northern zone.

The elec

tions that were held in the North, of course, were
not observed by the United Nations Temporary Commis
sion on Korea, and they were not free.

Thus, then the

North Korean regime applied for admission to the
United Nations on February 9, 1949, its application
was not considered at its meeting.

25
Though it was resolved by the United Nations
to cease the military occupations, the division of
the country remained with no change.

Rather, the

existence of the tv/o hostile regimes seemed to make
the "iron curtain" solid.
Korea was considerable.

Infiltration into South
Under these circumstances,

the withdrawal of American forces with no adequate
preparation for defense of South Korea looked so im
practical that the Government of the Republic of Korea
requested the postponement of the withdrawal of Ameri
can troops until the security forces of the Republic
were capable of maintaining order.
Acknowledging the need of its assistance, the
United States Government established the Korean Military Advisory Group

27

to continue the military defense

training, and also signed a military defense agreement
with Korea.

Although the future proved the United

States withdrawal from Korea a grave mistake, the
Americans convinced themselves at the time that it was
economically, politically, and militarily desirable to*
7
2

°Department of Skate, The United States-Korean
Relations, p. 19*
27

'About 500 officers and men under Brigadier
General William L. Roberts assumed responsibility for
advising and assisting the government of the Republic
of Korea.
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withdraw their forces.

Thereafter, the withdrawal of

United States troops began on September 15, 1948, and
was completed on June 29, 19^1-9-

Ambassador Muccio

notified the United Nations Committee on Korea of the
complete withdrawal of its forces.
After the withdrawal of troops from the Korean
scene, the United States Government searched for a
"hands off" policy, at least, in the commitment of
28
any military power.
For instance, the National
Security Council, in December 194-9, had decided
against making any American response with ground
troops in South Korea if there were a Communist in29
vasion,
and Secretary of State Dean Acheson testi
fied at the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations on
January 10, 1950, that Japan, Okinawa, and the Philip
pines were the American line of security in the
• • 50
Western Pacific.

This meant that Formosa and Korea

which are located outside of the perimeter defense

•SUib'i
M
Byong-Kyu Kang,
"The Failure of the United
States Foreign Policy in the Far East," The Korean
Journal of International Law, Vol. IX, No". 2lSeptember,
1964), p. 259.
2 8 4

^ HacArthur Hearings, p. 1820.
50

A-J-0 strategy was a part of American con
tainment policy in the Pacific.
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D.ine would be excluded from the American defense line
to protect the free world.

This policy was reaffirmed

on January 12, 1950, when Secretary Acheson gave an
address before the National Press Club.

He offi

cially spelled out the new American defense perimeter
in the Par East:
This defensive perimeter runs along the
Aleutians bo Japan and then goes to the
Ryukyus. V/e hold important defense positions
in the Ryukyu Islands and these we will con
tinue to hold. . . .
The defensive perimeter runs from the
• Ryukyus to the Philippine Islands. . . .
So far as the military security of other
areas in the Pacific is concerned, it must be
clear that such a guarantee is hardly sensible
or necessary within the realm of practical re
lationship.
Should such an attack occur . . . the in
dividual reliance must be on the people at
tacked to resist it and then upon the commit
ments of the entire civilized world under the
Charter of the United Nations. . .
Though Acheson conceded that to some extent the
United States still had responsibility for Korea, it
was "nothing like its commitment in Japan."

He

affirmed that the United States would continue to re
sist aggression beyond its defense perimeter under the
aegis of the United Nations.

51 Por text, see MacArthur Hearings , p. 1812.
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Another unsolicited invitation to the'Commu
nists to step in without danger of resistance was re
iterated by Senator Tom Connally, Chairman of the
Foreign Relations Committee.

When he was interviewed

by a reporter from the U.S. News & World Report,
Connally said that
. . . whenever she /Russia/" takes a notion she
can just overrun Korea just like she probably
canoverrun Formosa when she gets ready to do
it.^
In. short, the statement seemed as if the United States
would not help the democratic regimes in Korea and in
Formosa in case Russia would Invade those countries.
Even though it was not an official statement of the
United States foreign policy, it certainly represented
a majority sentiment of influential governmental offi
cials.

Thus, if these statements did not directly in

vite the Communist aggression in Korea, they certainly
lured the Communists' desire to invade South Korea.
Being astonished by the development of the
situation, the Republic of Korea appealed to the
United States Government for a reconsideration of a3
2

32
^ "World Policy and Bipartisanship: an Inter
view with Senator Tom Connally," U.S. News & World Re
port , Vol. XXVIII, No. 18, (Hay 5, 1950), p. 28.

2?
stronger commitment.

'55

On the other hand, the Repub

licans severely criticized the "Europe First" policy
of the State Department.
voice was strong.

The cry was loud and the

By facing a strong division over

the foreign policy, Acheson appointed John Foster
Dulles to visit Korea as a personal representative.
Being informed of this news, John Jang, the
Korean Ambassador to the United States visited Dulles
and appealed to him to go to the Thirty-eighth Paral
lel and to see the unbelievably poor condition for its
defense from any invasion.

Jang also asked Dulles to

attend the opening session of the Legislature and to
make a speech which would promise an immediate sup
port in case of danger.

Dulles hesitated to promise

to make a statement which would show a direct and
strong involvement since he was not an official repre
sentative.

Jang again and again appealed for the need

of the United States support to survive from the Communist invasion.

" 6 - J - S ^ U A

John Myun Jang, "The Korean War and Washing
ton," Shin-tong-ah(The New Asia),(August, 1965),
p p . 505-506.
Ibid. , pp. 306-307.
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Dulles arrived in Korea on June 17, 1950, only
a week before the Communist invasion in Korea.

At

once, he visited the Thirty-eighth Parallel.and saw
the astonishing weakness there.

On June 19, he at

tended the session of the Congress and made a speech
which promised a brighter future for Korea.

He said

that "if Korea were attacked, she would not fight
alone."
Returning to Tokyo on June 22, Dulles wired the
Secretary of State:
Believe that if it appears the South Koreans
cannot themselves contain or repulse the at
tack, United States forces should be used even
though this risks Russian counter moves.
To
sit by while Korea is overrun by unprovoked
armed attack would start a world war.
This was the latest word of Korea which came from an
influential source of Washington before the oixtbreak
of the Korean War.

^Douglas Mac Arthur, Reminiscences, (Hirst Ed. ,
New York: McGraw-Hill, 1964-"), p. 375*

CHAPTER II

DESPERATE MOMENT
In the hush of the darkened room the telephone
rang with an emergency sign.

It was from a duty offi

cer at Headquarters to General MacArthur.

The officer

reported a dispatch from Seoul to the General, ad
vising that the North Koreans had struck in great
strength south across the Thirty-eighth Parallel at
four o ’clock that morning.
"Not again!
himself.

It couldn't be," MacArthur told

"I must still be asleep and dreaming."

"Any orders, General?"

A crisp, cool voice

came to prove its reality.
MacArthur rose and started to pace the bedroom
floor.

He would provide plans for the evacuation by

air and sea of some two thousand American citizens in
South Korea at the request of the American Ambassador.
Then what?

Would his responsibility end there?

Al

though Secretary of State Dean Acheson, five months
earlier, excluded South Korea from the areas in Asia
which the United States could guarantee against mili-

56

MacArthur, Reminiscences, p. 372.
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tary a t t a c k , a l t h o u g h the Joint Chiefs of Staff had
drawn up a plan of strategic defense in Asia which was
based on the assumption that under no circumstances
would the United States engage in the military defense
of the Korean peninsula,

and although many leaders

in America indicated reluctance to defend the infant
Republic,

39

John Foster Dulles, visiting Korea as a

personal representative of the Secretary Dean Acheson,
had only six days before he implied to the members of
the South Korean Legislature that America would, de
fend South Korea if she were attacked/'0

MacArthur

realized that there was no definite policy of the
United States toward Korea and thought that the United
States, having in effect presided over the birth of

37

Dean G. Acheson, Address to the National
Press Conference on January 12, 1950. Part of the
text is quoted in the first chapter of this thesis.
38

MacArthur, Reminiscences, p. 370; also Berger,
The Korea Knot, p. 107•
One of the most well-known leaders' opposi
tion, Senator Tom Connally, is cited in the first
chapter.
AO

John Foster Dulles, Address to the Korean
National Legislature, June 19, 1950." Dean Acheson
previewed the text which said:
"You will not fight
alone. . . . " and approved it since there was no im
mediate sign of an invasion.
(John Jang),

'£•<*5 36 SUM-
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.
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the Republic, did indeed have a moral obligation to
respond if it called for h e l p / ^
While General MacArthur was pacing his bedroom
floor, W. Bradley Connors, the Officer in Charge of
Public Affairs for the State Department Par Eastern
Bureau received a telephone call from Donald Gonzalez
of the United Press Washington Office.

It was eight

o'clock on Saturday evening in Washington time.
Gonzalez wanted to confirm fragmentary reports from
Jack James, the United Press man in Korea who sent
the first report of a large-scale North Korean attack
on South Korea.

Zf.p

' Connors, yet, did not have any of

ficial report to confirm the news.

He hurried to the

State Department.
John Jang, the Ambassador of the Republic of
Korea to the United States, on the other hand, re
ceived a similar phone call from Harris of the Asso
ciated Press as Connors did from Gonzales.

The Am

bassador told Harris that he had not received any of
ficial report, and that it would be a skirmish which4
2
1
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General MacArthur was at the ceremony of the
birth of the Republic of Korea on August 15, 1948,
and delivered a speech that appears in Appendix I.
42

Erlc Goldman, The Crucial Decade and after
America, 1945-1960, (New lork: Vintage Book, 19&0J,
pp. 146-7.
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often occurred at the borderline.

Soon after, he re

ceived another call from the United Press to confirm
the same news.

Though Jang told the United Press man

the same story, he had such a strange premonition
that he called the State Department where he received
no answer.

Finally about half past nine he received

an international call from his Government.

President

Syngman Ehee was on the other side of the phone and
asked, in a trembling voice, Jang's prompt diplomatic
action to save his country.

Then the Foreign Minister

of Korea came on the line and requested Jang to ap
peal to the United Nations and to the President of the
United States to repel the invasion.

It was the end

of the call, and also Jang's contact with his Govern
ment.

With a heavy responsibility on his shoulder,

he drove to the State Department.

47

Jang was met by Dean Rusk, Assistant Secretary
for Far Eastern Affairs, John Hickerson, Assistant
Secretary of State in charge of relations with the
United Nations, and Philip Jessup, Ambassador-atLarge.

Apparently they had not received any official

45

(John Jang), The Korean War and Washington,
• p. 307.

report yet, and wanted to find out what was happening
m

Korea.

As they were discussing the Korean situa

tion, John J. Mucciso, the United States Ambassador to
the Republic of Korea, sent an official cable:

"North

Korean forces invaded the Republic of Korea territory
at several places this morning.

...

It would ap

pear from the nature of the attack and the manner in
which it was launched that it constitutes an all-out
offensive against the Republic of Korea."

It was not

merely a raid; the invaders were fighting with Russian
made tanks and guns.
Dean Rusk and others at the discussion agreed
to present the problem before the United Nations
Security Council.

They called Secretary of State

Acheson at his Maryland house, and suggested that the
Korean situation be brought before the United
Nations.

4b

Secretary Acheson called President Truman

in Independence, Missouri, where he was taking his
weekend retreat.

Truman agreed to present the matter

before the United Nations.

Assistant Under Secretary

John Hickerson thus called the United Nations Secre-

44Ibid., p. 308.
^Ibid.

tary-General Trygve Lie and requested a Security
Council meeting at the earliest possible time.
Gross,

Ernest-

Deputy Representative of the United States to

the United Nations was informed that, representing the
United States, he was to present the Korean case/1'^
Calls went out all over the area surrounding
United Nations headquarters, summoning Security Coun
cil delegates from their weekend retreats.

The Coun

cil assembled Sunday afternoon, June 25, with the
L \ .n

Soviet representative absent.

'

They passed a resolu

tion demanding an immediate cease fire, ordering North
Korean troops back across the Thirty-eighth Parallel,
and calling upon all United Nations members to render
every assistance to the United Nations in the execu
tion of this resolution.
As the United Nations Commission on Korea
/UNC0K7 stated its conviction that North Korea would
not heed the Council's resolution, nor accept UNCOK4
*
6
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Warren Austin, the United States Representa
tive to the United Nations v/as in his farm near Bur
lington, Vermont.
It was too far away in terms of an
emergency Security Council meeting at Lake Success and
John Nickerson called Deputy Representative Ernest
Gross to request the Council meeting.
4-7

'For five months the Soviet representative had
been boycotting the Council demanding to replace the
Nationalist Chinese delegate with a representative of
Red China.
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good offices, ^ the invaders continued their attack
throughout Monday, June 26.

Radio Moscow and Radio

Pyongyang confirmed the commission's fears that the
cease-fire order would be ignored.

The Communist

propaganda voices declared that the Security Council's
resolution was illegal because neither Russia nor Com
munist China was represented at the emergency meetmg.

'
It was a direct challenge to the life of the

United Nations.

The civilised world's waning hopes

that collective security through the United Nations
could insure peace and prevent a third and more
terrible global war hung in the balance.

Never had

the Security Council used its ultimate power to order
military sanctions against an aggressor.
Its life being challenged by the Communists,
the Council reconvened Tuesday afternoon and passed a4
8

48

UNCOK was in Korea at the time the war broke
out, acting on the reports of its military observers.
Before abandoning its Seoul headquarters, the UNCOK
radioed a warning at Lake Success:
"Communist in
vaders had ignored the United Nations cease-fire
order. Pleas by the Security Council v/ere not likely
to halt the war." United States Policy in the Korean
Crisis, (Washington, D. C.: Government Printing
Office, 1950), p. 3*
4°
'"Harry S. Truman, "The President's Stand on
Korea," Army Information Digest, (Washington, D.C.:
Government Printing Office, August, 1950), p. 5*
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second resolution recommending that members of the
United Nations furnish to the Republic of Korea such
aid as might be necessary to repel the attack and to
restore international peace and security in the area.
The response of the members of the United Nations to
the Security Council's resolution of June 27 was im
mediate and overwhelmingly favorable.

The great

majority of them promised either material or moral

, 50

support.

On the other hand, Secretary of State Acheson
called President Truman a second time to report the
grave situation in Korea.

Truman immediately left In

dependence, asking Acheson to get together with the
military chiefs and to prepare recommendations.

He

then sent Acheson a message from the plane to summon
an emergency supper conference at Blair House that
evening.

Acheson assembled the chief State Department

aides, the Secretaries of the three branches of the
military, and the Joint Chiefs of Staff to the Blair*

^Fifty-two of the fifty-nine member nations
have supported the United Nations action to restore
peace in Korea. A number of them have offered mili
tary support or other types of assistance.
Depart
ment of State, United States Policy in the Korean
Crisis, p. A.
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House conference.''

MacArthur and KMAG had requested

Department of Defense ball-cartridges to help the
South Koreans, and Dulles, who was in Japan at the
time, wired the Secretary of State:
. . . If it appears the South Koreans cannot
themselves contain or repulse the attack, the
United States forces should be used even though
this risks Russian counter moves. To sit by
while Korea is overrun by unprovoked armed at
tack would start a world war.52
After the briefing, the President asked for recommen
dations, and the Secretary of State presented the fol
lowing:

MacArthur should be instructed to get ammuni

tion and supplies to the Korean army by air drop and
otherwise, and the Seventh Fleet should be ordered into
the Formosa Strait to prevent the conflict from spread
ing to that area.

There was the "complete, almost un~5
1

51 The attendants of the conference were: from
State Department— Secretary of State Dean Acheson, Un
der* Secretary James E. Webb, Deputy Under Secretary
Dean Rusk, Assistant Under Secretary John Hickerson,
and Ambassador-at-Large Philip Jessup, Secretary of
Defense Louis Johnson, Secretary of the Army Frank
Pace, Secretary of the Navy Francis Matthews, Secre
tary of the Air Force Thomas Finletter, from the Joint
Chiefs of Staff— Chairman, General of the Army Omar N.
Bradley, the Army Chief General J. Lawton Collins, the
Air Force Chief General Hoyt Vandenberg, Chief of Naval
Operations Admiral Forrest Sherman.
5?
^ MacArthur, Reminiscences, p. 328; also Truman,
Years of Trial and Hope, p. 538; and also The Editors
of Army Times, The Banners and, the Glory, (New York:
G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1963)5 p. 136.
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spoken acceptance on the part of everyone that what
ever had to be done to meet this aggression had to be
done,"-"^ and the President directed that orders be
issued to put the recommendations into immediate ef
fect .
The next day President Truman again counseled
with his chief military advisors and Secretary Acheson and authorized General MacArthur by telecon, to
use the Navy and Air Force to stop the Communists from
capturing Seoul.

He also ordered the General to

isolate the Nationalist-held island of Formosa from
the Chinese mainland.

In authorizing MacArthur to use

air and naval forces, "official Washington believed
that once American forces landed in Korea, the North
Koreans would lose heart and c o l l a p s e . A more wish
ful expectation cannot be imagined.
As MacArthur recalled later, his immediate
problems were pressing ones.

Would United States air

55

^Truman, Years of Trial and Hope, p. 53d.
5IL
^ At the time, the U.S. planes were already in
action over Korea because enemy aircraft had threatened
MacArthur's operations, at the request of John J.
Muccio, to evacuate the two thousand Americans.in Korea
^Samuel L. A. Marshall, The Military History of
the Korean War, (New York: Franklin Watts", Inc., 155^7
p. 17.
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and naval forces be enough?

Could the South Korean de

fenders, supported by these forces and supplied with
armor, make a successful stand against the powerful
war machine that v/as rolling down upon them from the
north?

Or would the United States ground troops be

thrown into the battle after all South Korea lost?
MacArthur decided to go to Korea and see for himself.
On the night of June 28 MacArthur invited four
correspondents to come to his Dai Ichi Building office.
There he told them his plan to visit Korea the next
day and offered to take them along with him if they de
sired.
It will be an unarmed plane, and we are not
sixre of getting fighter cover, not sure where
we will land.
If you are not at the airport,
I will know you have other commitments.5?
They all agreed to go along with the General.
The next day, despite the rain, General
MacArthur and his party flew from Tokyo to Suwon,

96
^ MacArthur, Reminiscences, pp. 376-377*
97
^'Courtney
Whitney, MacArthur;
His Rendezvous
with History, (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 196AJ, p.
325* From now on, it will be listed as MacArthur.
The four correspondents who were invited to the build
ing were the four bureau chiefs: Russ Brines of the
Associated Press, Ernest Hoberecht of the United Press,
Howard Handleman of International News Service, and
Roy McCartney of Reuters.

twenty miles south of Seoul.

The Bataan landed at

Suwon through clouds of oily smoke from some bombed
and strafed transports, while unloading supplies only
a few minutes before its arrival.

MacArthur sent the

Bataan back to Japan ordering the pilot to come back
at five that afternoon to pick them up, then hurrying
to the temporary headquarters of the United States
military advisory group in Korea.

MacArthur listened

to a military briefing and left for his personal in
spection of the front.

He rode in a black sedan, ac

companied by Colonel Sterling bright of K M A G . ^

Hour

open jeeps followed, loaded with six or more persons
each.

As they passed through each village along the

route to Seoul "the people raised their arms, shouting
'Makassah! '

Hov; they learned he was in Korea is a

mystery, but the name ’Makassah' seemed a 'Messiah' to
Koreans.

50

The little convoy moved slowly toward the Ean
River through the dreadful backwash of a defeated and
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Colonel Sterling Wright was serving as the
acting head of KMAG since Brigadier General William
Roberts was enroute to the United States for a new
assignment.
H. P. King, Tale of the Paper Tiger,
(Caldwell, Idaho: The Caxton Printers, Ltd., 1962),

p. 132.
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dispersed army.

Here, only a mile away, they saw the

towers of smoke rising from the ruins of the four
teenth-century city.

In the distance across the Han,

Seoul burned and smoked in its agony of destruction.
It was a dramatic, historic, and tragic scene.
I watched for an hour the pitiful evidence of
the disaster I had inherited. . . . The scene
along the Han convinced me that the South
Koreans could not stop the enemy's headlong
rush south even with air and naval support from
the United States. Only the immediate commit
ment of ground troops would do so. 1
^
The answer MacArthur had come to seek was there.

He

saw for himself that reports of utter confusion and
disorganization had not been exaggerated.

Raising his

field glasses, he took another look at Seoul, went
down the hill, and climbed back into the black sedan.
The convoy headed back to Suwon.
Halfway back to Suwon, the group saw a flight
of four airplanes which were not identified as Yaks
or allies.

The convoy immediately stopped under the

shelter of trees, lining one side of the road.

Every

one dived for the ditches,
As the aircraft headed into the sun, General
MacArthur calmly got out of his car and walked
a short distance into the field. Host of the
group followed him, being glad of the chance

60,,

MacArthur, Reminiscences, p. 333*
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to relieve themselves.
The^rest of the way to
Suwon was without incident. 1
At the temporary headquarters General MacArthur
was met by President Syngman Rhee who had flown up
from the government provisional capital at Taejon.

rp
They had known each other over the long years,

and

had formed a close friendship based upon mutual ad
miration.

The General and the President retired to a

room where they conferred in private for an hour.

In

the conference, MacArthur pointed out the desperate
nature of the situation, but promised all possible aid
for its defense.
The conference was followed by more briefings
which showed how long and carefully the enemy had laid
his plans before attacking.

The North Koreans had ad

vanced across the Thirty-eighth Parallel in an esti
mated strength of six infantry divisions and three
constabulary brigades spearheaded by approximately a
hundred Soviet T-34 and T-70 tanks, with supporting
units of heavy artillery.

Opposed to this juggernaut

were four divisions of ROK troops, completely lacking*
3
6

^King, Tale of the Paper Tiger, p. 134.
^They had known each other ever since the days
when General MacArthur had been serving in the War De
partment before World War I.
63
^Whitney, MacArthur, p. 331•
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in armor and heavy artillery and with no supporting
fl/l
air force except for a few training-planes.
On the way back to Japan, MacArthur composed,
with a pencil in longhand on a pad of scratch paper,
his first message to Washington on the military situa
tion.
The South Korean forces are in confusion. Or
ganized and equipped as a light force for
maintenance of interior order, they were un
prepared for attack by armor and air. . . .
The only assurance for holding the present
line and the ability to regain later the lost
ground is through the introduction of U.S.
ground combat forces into the Korean battle
area. To continue to utilize the forces of our
air and navy withoutran effective ground element
cannot be decisive. J
MacArthur asked approval of using one regimental com
bat team immediately and two divisions as soon as
possible.

At three o'clock in the morning on Friday,

the Pentagon received the message.

General Collins

immediately called General MacArthur through telecon
and told him that President Truman would probably want
to consult his advisers before giving such an order.S
o

64

/s^

•*’1 ffuts:

lil,
■j>.
-i
So Jin-Chul, "Why the North Koreans Invaded
South Korea," Study of Communism, Vol. I, No. 2,
(November, 19657", p. 8.
^MacArthur, Reminiscences, p. 334.

MacArthur emphasized the essence of time:

"immediate

authorization" to use American troops was of the high
est importance if all South Korea were not to fall.
Collins replied that he would get the President's
answer with the greatest speed.^
Then Secretary of Army Pace telephoned the
White House at 5:00 a.m. to discuss General MacArthur's request.

The President was up already, and

"told Pace to inform General MacArthur immediately
that the use of one regimental combat team was approved."

'

President Truman also said that he would

discuss General MacArthur's request for authority to
commit the two divisions at the
morning.

8:30

conference that

After meeting with his advisers, the Presi

dent decided that the General should get the troops he
asked for.

The number of combat elements which might

be withdrawn from Japan without impairing that country'
safety was left to MacArthur's discretion.
At the same time, Truman approved MacArthur's de
cision to attack military targets in North Korna.

He

ordered the Air Force and Navy to extend their action

^Goldman, The Crucial Decade, p. 158.
^Truman, Years of Trial and Hope, p. 3^-3•

to the entire Korean peninsula, bounded on the north
by the borders of Communist China and Russia.68

Thus

the United States accepted Communism's challenge to
combat in Korea, and also accepted the possibility of
Russia's intervention.
Within minutes after the President's order had
been received, General MacArthur mobilized his forces
from the peace and quiet of occupation duty by land,
sea, and air transport to the violence of a battle
area. • Two rifle battalions of the United States
Twenty-fourth Infantry Division were airlifted from
Kyushu, Japan, to .Pusan in Korea to establish road
blocks before the advancing enemy columns.

They had,

however, no medium or heavy tanks, no effective
weapons for stopping tanks, limited artillery, and no
immediate source of replacements for lost men or heavy
equipments.

These men of the Twenty-fourth Division

were to suffer the full penalty of unpreparedness.*
S
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"White House Statement Following a Meeting Be
tween the President and Top Congressional Leaders to
Review the Situation in Korea.
June 30, 1950," Public
Papers of the Presidents of the United States: Harry
SrV"'Trumah'XrorrtailnLh~g uhe Pu bl i c'~F!essages' Speeche~s7 and
Statements of the President, January 1 to December 31,
19$0, "C^ashingtorT” D.C. : Government Printing Office,
T955), p. 185.
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They were sacrificed in the name of "delaying action,"
and for MacArthur there was no other way.
Major General William 1?. Dean, commander of the
United States Twenty-fourth Division, was named on
July 2 commander of the United States Forces in Korea.
He set up his headquarters in Taejon, sixty-five miles
south of Suwon.

On July 4, a battalion of the Twenty-

first Infantry Regiment was sent into defensive posi
tion near Osan, seven miles south of Suwon.
munists were somewhere to the north. y

The Com-

Early the next

morning the North Koreans came, and the first Ameri
can battle of the war began.

The United States guns

were too light to penetrate the T-34 and T~70 tanks
with which Russia had supplied North Korea.
more, their ammunition was running out.
broke down.

Further

Communication

Colonel Smith ordered a retreat, but many

survivors never heard the order and were isolated.
Wounded men were necessarily abandoned on their lit
ters.

The first battle was over quickly.

Three days

later this story of defeat was repeated at Chonan,
and again in Jochiwon.

York:

^Rutherford M. Poats, Decision in Korea, (New
The McBride Company, Inc., 195T)~, p. 29*
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Pacing the gloomy battle report, General MacArthur sent the Joint Chiefs of Staff a desperate mes
sage on July 7? 1950.

11We were facing an aggressive

and well trained professional army operating under top
level guidance and demonstrated superior command of
strategic and tactical principles."

To encounter these

forces, he needed "not less than five full-strength
divisions and three tank battalions, together with re
inforcing artillery and service elements."^0
This time his request was turned down by the
Joint Chiefs of Staff.

The reasons given were that

a) no increase in any part of the services had been
authorized; b) a suitable United States military
posture in other parts of the world had to be main
tained; and c) there was a shortage of shipping.
Three days later General MacArthur repeated his ori
ginal request for more troops, and again he was
turned d o w n . ^
By July 13, two regiments of the Twenty-fourth
Division had formed a defense line along the Kum River.
After it was broken through, they tried to stand at7
0

70
' MacArthur, Reminiscences, p. 337^^MacArthur, Reminiscences, p. 337; also Mac
Arthur, Put,y, Honor,' Countr.y, first Ed. (New York:
McGraw-Hill, 1963) , p* 143; and also Whitney, MacArthur,
p. 337.
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Taejon which lasted four

days.

ate series of isolated combat.

It was a very desper
The officers of the

Twenty-fourth Infantry Division pulled together their
green, bewildered troops and successfully held off
the enemy as long as they did.

They did wonders with

the peacetime occupation army that had never expected
combat, and certainly not under those conditions.

At

the end both Major General William F. Dean and a large
part of that Division were destroyed.^
General MacArthur stripped his Japanese base
of American troops for Korea while the unaided Twentyfourth Division paid the heavy sacrifice to win the
precious days.

Becoming the first Commander-in-Chief

of the United Nations Army,

he landed the Twenty-

fifth Division at Pusan on July 12, and the next day
named the United States Eighth A.rmy Commander Lieuten-7
3
2

72

' At this battle General Dean was taken pris
oner, and had been released in the prisoner exchange
that w a s part of the truce of 1953*

73
'^The Security Council of the United Nations
adopted, on July 7» a third resolution to establish a
unified Korean Command, and asked the United States
to designate, by acting as the United Nations' agent,
an American commander for the United Nations Forces in
Korea.
The next day President Truman named General
MacArthur Commander-in-Chief of the United Nations
Army, and President Syngman Rhee signified Korea's
approval of the appointment.
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ant General Walton H. Walker to the command of the
United Nations ground forces in Korea,

Although tho

enemy still had an enormous superiority in manpower
and weight and quality of arms, and although darker
days were still ahead at the front, General MacArthur
■publicly reported to the Joint Chiefs of Staff an op
timistic statement to confuse enemy columns.
With the deployment in Korea of major elements
of the Eighth Army now accomplished, the first
phase of the campaign has ended and with it the
chance of victory by the North Korean forces.
The enemy's plan and great opportunity de
pended upon the speed with which he could over
run South Korea once he had breached the Han
River line and with overwhelming numbers and
superior weapons temporarily shattered South
Korean resistance. This chance he has now lost
through the extraordinary speed with which the
Eighth Army has been deployed from Japan to
stem his rush.'*'
On the other hand, Communist propaganda voices
boasted their victory by early August.

75

They ridi

culed MacArthur's confident statements, exerting
heavy pressure against General Walker's men.

Although

reinforcements were on the way, time and space were
running short.

nh
'

On July 31, "the Communists captured*
5
7

Truman, Years of Trial and Hope, p. 347; also
Trumbull Higgins, Korea and the mall of MacArthur:_a
Precis in Limited War, (HevT'York: Oxfora University
Press, I960;, p. 35; and also Poats, Decision in
Korea, p. 38.
75
'Poats, Decision in Korea, p. 38.
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Jinju, fifty miles v/est of Pusan.

Another Communist

column got Kumchon, then attacked Pohang.

For seven

days thereafter the battle flamed all around the
perimeter.

Hard beset from north and west, all

United Nations foi’ces fell back gradually to the cri
tical Pusan Perimeter.^
Twice the Communists took Pohang, and twice the
United Nations troops recaptured the city.
came under Communist artillery fire.

Now Taegu

The Naktong de

fense ‘line was repeatedly broken, then made whole
again by limited United Nations counterattacks east
of the river.

Along the south coast the Communists,

driving east, got within twenty-eight miles of Pusan.
The United States bombers, based on Japan, quit at
tacking main targets in North Korea to provide direct
support to the hard-pressed infantry in southeast
Korea.

The prolonged struggle around the vital per

imeter developed as a series of bitterly fought local
engagements.

The Communists could not smash the per-

^ Through South Korea, the wide Naktong Eiver
runs mainly north and south, passing Taegu and Pusan
on the west side. This barrier, and the broad valley
running from Taegu to Pohang, defined the defensive
front called the "Pusan Perimeter." The enclosed area
was about forty-five by eighty-five miles, and the
irregular defensive front was roughly two hundred miles.
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imeter.
of it.

The United Nations forces could not break out
No major change appeared imminent.
While these bitter local engagements around a

fifty mile-wide gap of undefined territory along the
Naktong River were taking place, General MacArthur
flew to Taegu.

At Taegu's red-clay airstrip, he met

the press and declared with incredible assurance:
"There will be new heartaches and new setbacks," but
"I was never more confident of victory— ultimate
victory— m

77
my life."r'

his confidence:

Few knew the real extent of

he was already planning the amphibi

ous landing and counter offensive which would destroy
the North Korean Army.

77 Poats, Decision in Korea, p. 48.

CHAPTER III
THE GENERAL'S GAMBLE:
INCHON, THE MASTERPIECE
The silence dominated the room for a second.
The generals and admirals began to notice the thick
smoke in the room; several of them shifted in their
chairs.

Tension was rising.

It was MacArthur's turn

to argue his plan for the Inchon landing to persuade
the experts who completed their arguments against it.
MacArthur stood and spoke:
Surprise is the most vital element for success
in war. . . . The bulk of the Reds are com
mitted around Walker's defense perimeter.
The
enemy has failed to prepare Inchon properly
for defense.
The very argument that you have
made as to the impracticabilities involved
will tend to ensure for me the element of
reason that no one would be so brash as to
make such an attempt. . . .
I could take them
by surprise. . . .
If my estimate is inaccurate and should I
run into a defense with which I cannot cope, I
will be there personally and will immediately
withdraw our forces before they are committed
to a bloody setback. The only loss then will
be my professional reputation.
But Inchon will
not fail.
Inchon will succeed. And it will
save 100,0007lives. . . . We must act now or
we will die.
MacArthur talked for an hour.

When he finished, there

78 Douglas MacArthur, Reminiscences, pp. 34-9-50.
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was a long silence.

Then chairs scraped, the parti

cipants rose, and nothing more was said.
MacArthur's landing strategy actually began
little more than a week after the Korean War broke
out.

He assigned General Edward M. Almond to study

plans for an amphibious operation designed to strike
the enemy center of communications at Seoul, and to
study for a landing to accomplish this.

On July A,

representatives of the Army, the Navy, the Air Force,
and the Marine Corps in the Far East, following MacArthur's order, discussed a strategy to land near the
Thirty-eighth Parallel.

They suggested that D-Day

would be set on July 22, and that Colonel Edward K.
Forney of the United States Marine Corps be appointed
to drill the landing forces, the I Corps.

This so-

called Operation Bluehearts, however, failed to get
• •
79
sufficient forces and ceased.
Soon, another plot followed after Operation
Bluehearts.

The Joint Strategic Flans and Operations

Group, Far East Command, which Brigadier General Edwin
K. Wright headed, studied and came out with the Opera-

79^
B-tf,
Lee Hyong Shuk, Cho-sun Daily Newspaper,
(Seoul, Korea), April 9? 1961; also Appleman, South to
the Naktong, North to the Yalu, p . 188.
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tion Chromite which postulated three plans:

1) D-Day

is set on the X day of September, 2) Plan 100-B is to
land at Inchon, simultaneously taking an offensive
action at the front where the Eighth Army confronts
the enemy, 3) Plan 100-C is to land at Kunsan, and
4) Plan 100-D is to land around Chumunjin.^

At the

time of this announcement /July 237, General MacArthur
cabled Washington:
Operation planned mid-September is amphibious
landing of a tv/o-division corps in rear of
enemy lines for purpose of enveloping and
destroying enemy forces in conjunction with at
tack from south by the Eighth Army. I am
firmly convinced that early and strong effort
behind his front will sever his main lines of
communication and enable us to deliver a de
cisive, and crushing blow. The alternative is
a frontal attack which can only result in a
protracted and expensive campaign. Although MacArthur had thought of Inchon as a
possible place from the very beginning of the Korean
War, there was another source to confirm his belief.
A North Korean deserter with the rank of colonel gave
in early August information of the weak defensive
position around Inchon.
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He said that only an inferior

Ibid.
O “J
MacArthur, Reminiscences, p. 346; also
Editors of Army Times, The Banners and Glory, (New
York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1965), p. 142.

op
division was assigned to defend it.

This encour

aged MacArthur's decision, and, on August 12, MacArthu.r issued ClROPE Operation Plan 100-B and speci
fically named the Inchon-Seoul area as the target the
special invasion force would seize by amphibious
assault .8 ^
Meanwhile, MacArthur visited his ground com
mander, General Walker, at Taegu and listened to
Walker's plans for a series of retrograde movements.
Then he told Walker that there would be no more re
treating in Korea.^

He also met the press and de

clared his confidence of v i c t o r y . H e

was planning

the amphibious landing and counter offensive which
would destroy the North Korean Army.
MacArthur's plan was, however, opposed by
Washington.

The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

General Omar Bradley, considered the proposal obso
lete.

President Truman was also not in favor of using

82

& I'fi, ffiff a$t.

Lee Kyong Shuk, Cho-sun Daily Newspaper,
April 9, 1964*
85Ibid.
o4
Editors of Army Times, The Banners and
Glory, p. 1AJ.
8 "’Refer to Chapter II, p. 51 of this thesis.
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the Marines as a major military unit of the armed
forces.*
88
7
8

Thus, after keeping silence for several

weeks, Army Chief of Staff General Joseph Collins and
Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Forrest Sherman were
sent to Tokyo to discuss it with IiacArthur.
O r~)
their mission was to stop the maneuver . ''

Actually

A strategic conference was called on August 23
to debate this problem at the Dai Ichi Building in
88

Tokyo. °

Admiral Doyle, representing the Navy, pre

sented his case first.

He argued that tide and ter

rain made a landing at Inchon extremely hazardous.
The extreme rise and fall of the tides at Inchon which
averages 20.7 feet was their main objection.

Within

two hours after high tide, most of the assault craft
would be wallowing in the ooze of Inchon's mud banks
until the next tide came in to float them again.

In

effect, the amphibious forces would have only about

MacArthur, Reminiscences, p. 347•
87Ibid., p. 3^8.
88

The conferees were: General of the Army
Douglas MacArthur, General Joseph Collins, Admiral
Forrest Sherman, Marine Chief Lieutenant General
Lemuel C. Shephard, Jr., MacArthur's air commander,
Thomas Stratemeyer, MacArthur's Chief of Staff, Ed
ward M. Almond, MacArthur's Navy Commander C. Turner
Joy, MacArthur's fleet commander Arthur Struble, Mac
Arthur's amphibious expert Admiral James H. Doyle,
Thomas Hickey, and a gathering of other staff officers
and aides.

two hours in the morning for the complex job of re
ducing or effectively neutralizing V/olmi-do which com
mands the harbor and which is connected with the main
land by a long causeway.

Assuming that this could be

done, the afternoon high tide would allow only two
and a half hours for the troops to land, secure a
beachhead for the night, and bring up all the supplies
essential to enable forces to withstand counter at
tacks until morning.

Beyond all this, the assault

landing would have to be made right in the heart of
the city itself, where a potential strong enemy re
sistance could be provided.

Reviewing the Navy's

presentation, Admiral Sherman concluded:

"If every

possible geographical and naval handicap were listed—
Inchon has them all."

89

General Collins then presented his arguments.
He said that Inchon v/as too far in the rear of the
present battle area to have the necessary immediate
effect on the enemy.

He also felt that overwhelming

enemy force in the area of Seoul might overrun the
allied forces before any contact with the Eighth Army
in the south.

89

Thus General Collins favored an alter-

macArthur, Reminiscences , P. 348.
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native plan, the Plan 100-C.

At this point, Admiral

Sherman seconded General Collins’s proposal.^0
After a moment of nervous silence in the room,
MacArthur stood and argued:
Surprise is the most vital element for success
in war, . , . The North Koreans would regard an
Inchon landing as impossible. . . . I could
take them by surprise.
A landing at Kunsan . . . would eliminate
many of the hazards of Inchon, but . , . would
be largely ineffective and indecisive. . . .
Seizure of Inchon and Seoul will cut the
enemy's supply line and seal off the entire
southern peninsula. . . . By seizing Seoul 1
would completely paralyzeqthe enemy’s supply
system— coming and going. ' This in turn will
paralyze the fighting power of the troops that
now face Walker.
V/ithout munitions and food
they will soon be helpless and disorganized,
and can easily be overpowered by our forces.
The only alternative to a strike such as
I propose will be the continuation of the sav
age sacrifice we are making at Pusan, with no
hope of relief in sight. . . . Who will take
the responsibility for such a tragedy? Cer
tainly, I will not. . . .
If my estimate is inaccurate and should I
run into a defense with which I cannot cope, I
will be there personally and will immediately

9°Ibid., p. 349.
qi
' Seoul is the center of all railroad trans
portation. Being the capital for over five hundred
years, Seoul connects all major railroads and welldeveloped roads throughout the entire peninsula. Nat
urally the major lines of enemy supply from the north
converge on Seoul, and from Seoul they radiate to the
several sectors of the front. Thus MacArthur's argu
ment of seizing Seoul to paralyze the enemy's supply
system— coming and going— is a true observation.
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withdraw our forces before they are committed
to a bloody setback. The only loss then will
be m? professional reputation. But Inchon will
not fail.y'~
"It must be Inchon."

His final words were hard

with challenge— a challenge which no one in the room
seemed to want to accept.

After a long silence, the

participants with the possible exception of Admiral
Sherman rose, being persuaded.

Even Admiral Sherman,

after another private discussion with General MacArthur, recalled that MacArthur was one of the most
persuasive men he had ever met, and remarked that he
wished he would have had MacArthur's confidence.^
On August 29, the Joint Chiefs of Staff con
curred with MacArthur's plan.

Nov/ the major diffi

culty was the lack of forces to use in this landing
task.

MacArthur formed the Tenth Corps under General

Almond using the United States Seventh Division and
the First Marine Division, and enlisted tens of thou
sands of the Korean natives to enhance the strength of
the forces.y

92

MacArthur, Reminiscences, pp. 34-9-50.

^ J o h n Gunther, The Riddle of MacArthur: Japan,
Korea, and uhe Far East^ (New York: Harper & Brothers,
19517, PP. 3, 25.
94-

fd 0

Hankuk Il-bo, April 11, 1964-.

*
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It was also decided that a special AmericanKorean intelligence group be formed to get more onthe-spot information.

On September 1, Lieutenant

Eugene F. Clark was put ashore on Young-hung-do, an
island about ten miles from Inchon where he was
offered a hundred and fifty boys to help his mission.
He assigned some of these boys to guard duty, to give
warning if any enemy boats approached Young-hung-do.
Other's were sent to Wolmi-do to count the number of
heavy guns, and still others were assigned the task
of measuring the exact height of the sea walls in
Inchon harbor.

Clark immediately radioed this valu

able information back to his superior officers in
Tokyo
By a week before the target date, all the de
tails of the master plan had been worked out.

Troops

were ready, each unit had been assigned its separate
responsibility, and those Marines and soldiers who
were not already afloat along Korea's west coast were
in the final stages of embarkation.

At this eleventh

moment on September 7» the Joint Chiefs of Staff asked

^ D o n Lawson, The United States in the Korean
War, (New York: Aberlarc-Schuman Ltd., 1964), pp.
68-69.
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MacArthur to estimate again the chances of success.
Part of this message read:
V/e have noted with considerable concern the re
cent trend of events in Korea. In the light
of the commitment of all the reserves avail
able to the Eighth Army, v/e desire your esti
mate as to the feasibility and chance of suc
cess of projectedqgperation if initiated on
planned schedule.
It seemed that in the event of strong enemy reaction
there v/ould be no immediate further support available
to bail out the Inchon assault force.
MacArthur reassured his belief of success in
his reply to the Joint Chiefs of Staff:
I regard the chance of success of the operation
as excellent. . . . Our strike as planned v/ould
prevent any material reinforcements in buildup
of the enemy in the present combat zone. The
situation v/ithin the perimeter is not critic al. . . .
The envelopment from the north v/ill in
stantly relieve the pressure upon the perimeter,
and indeed is the only way that this can be
accomplished. . . .
The embarkation of the troops and the pre
liminary air and naval preparations are pro
ceeding according to schedule.
After this message, the Joint Chiefs of Staff reapproved the Inchon operation on September 8, without
further mention of alternative landings.

^ MacArthur, Reminiscences, p. 351.

^ Ibid., p. 354*

They also
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Obtained the technically unnecessary approval of
President Truman which leaves some doubts of Truman’s
interference in military strategy.
Almost immediately it seemed that the pessi
mists were right.

A Pacific typhoon swept out of the

south and headed for the Korean Straits.

If it turned

to the northeast it would rake the invasion fleet just
as it was setting out from Japanese ports.

If it

shifted to the northwest, a course that the weather
men said was very unlikely, it could strike Inchon on
D-Day.

The weather experts were r i g h t . A s

came near, weather conditions improved.

D-Day

Navy pilots

carried their bomb and rocket loads to airstrips in
an area stretching from the cities of Kunsan to
Pyongyang and to the industrial shipping and military
area of Seoul-Inchon.

Wolmi-do was strafed and Inchon
99
vas bombed for the destruction of gun emplacements.
All types of United States Air Force airplanes flew
against targets including airfields, bridges, mili
tary buildings, gun positions, supply dumps, rail
lines and enemy troops.

B-29s ranged up and down9
*
8

98
' Poats, Decision in Korea, p. 61.
^ Korean Release, No. 4-33* 14-25, September 14-,
1950, (Norfolk, Virginia: Bureau of Archives,
MacArthur Memorial).
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Pyongyang-to-Seoul and Pyongyang-to-Kumchon rail
lines, continuing to sever communications systems.
On the other hand, General MacArthur took off
on September 12 from Haneda Airport for Fukuoka in his
new plane, the SCAP, to meet his rendezvous with
history at Inchon.

Because of weather, however, the

SCAP landed at Itazuki Airfield on Kyushu, and the
party drove to Sasebo to board the Mount McKinley.
About midnight of September 14-, the powerful ship
steamed toward the port of Inchon.
Being responsible "alone" for this intricately
complicated amphibious operation, MacArthur spent a
102

nervous night on the Mount McKinley.

It had been

his fervent argument of logic that had won the re
luctant support of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Sup

pose that he was faced with an alerted and wellprepared enemy v/ith a force superior to his own— what
then?

The narrow, treacherous channel, the tides, and

the sucking mud, Inchon would all be against him.
MacArthur could not forget his words:*
2
0
1

10QIbid., No. 4-36, 084-5, September 15, 1950.
^"'‘Whitney, MacArthur, pp. 354-55*
102

Ibid., p. 359.
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If my estimate is inaccurate and should I run
into a defense with which I cannot cope, I will
be there personally and will immediately with
draw our forces before they are committed to a
bloody setback. The only loss then will be my
professional reputation.
He knew that the world would not forgive him if he
failed.

There v/as no doubt about the risk.

It was a

tremendous gamble.
MacArthur did not fail, at least at Inchon.
Marine elements from the First Division stormed and
captured Wolmi-do, the key island of the harbor of
Inchon.

The landing began at 6:33 a.m., and the

operation was completed in the record time of less
than thirty minutes with light casualties.

Surprise

was so complete that the enemy had difficulty in or
ganizing a defense.

Ship bombardment under the dir

ection of Rear Admiral John M. Higgins, United States
Navy, effectively reduced every gun and military em
placement on the island during a period of forty-five
minutes that preceded the Marine assault.

Rein

forcing columns of enemy troops from both North and
South were being intercepted and severely punished by
Allied air.

The Marines were ashore, and in less than

thirty minutes they had hoisted the American flag atop
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the highest point on the island.*
105

At 8:00 a.in. an

orderly climbed up to the bridge and handed MacArthur
a slip of paper that said the successful landing was
without a single fatality.

MacArthur turned to Ad

miral Doyle, the amphibious commander, and said:
"Please send this message to the fleet:

'i'he Navy and

the Marines have never shone more brightly than this
104morning.'"
Nor did MacArthur!
Because of the tide, Inchon could not be
stormed again for eleven hours.

To insure the safe

arrival of troops on the beaches, cruisers and de
stroyers kept up a forty-five minute barrage on every
gun emplacement and military position.

The opposition

offered by the North Korean Eighteenth Division and
garrison units was squelched.105

Late that after

noon, as soon as the tides rolled back in, MacArthur
went ashore at Wolmi-do10° where his statue now over

105Korean Release, No. 4-4-1, 2215, September 15,
1950; also' Communique^ No. 5, September 16, 1950,
(Norfolk, Virginia: Bureau of Archives, MacArthur
Memorial).
104MacArthur, Reminiscences, p. 4-01.
105
-\Appleman, South to the Naktong, North to the
Yalu, pp. 504— 6.
100MacArthur, Reminiscences, p. 4-02.
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looks tho Yellow Sea.

It was MacArthur's highest

moment.
The Karines and soldiers of the Tenth Corps
immediately moved inland in predetermined directions
toward the predetermined objectives.

One column

headed for. Seoul, with the more immediate mission to
cut communications to the south and to seize Kimpo
Airfield.

The other column moved on toward Suwon to

recapture the airbase there and to move on as the
northern arm of the pincer movement against the
trapped Communists in all of South Korea.
Although Kimpo Airfield was captured on Sep
tember

17 ,

and despite signs of growing weakness in

the enemy camp at the Pusan beachhead, the staunch
resistance of the North Koreans threatened to delay
the capture of Seoul since highways and railways con
verging on the city afford its occupier an immense advantage.

"I OR

To plunder this advantage from the enemy

hand, a determined action should be taken.

Finally,

a wholesale assault was launched against the city.
Practically all installations that might be advan-

’

107Ibid.
1 OR

Appleman, South to the Naktong, North to
the Yalu, pp. 516-36*

67

tageous to the enemy were bombed by the United States
Air Force.
No matter how strong the resistance was to hold
•the capital, the North Korean divisions and regiments,
caught between the Allied pincers, ceased to exist as
organized units.
ment.

They abandoned their arms and equip

Seoul was finally liberated on September 28.

Many congratulating messages poured into Tokyo Head
quarters.

Among them, the first message came from

Korea'-s President Syngman Ehee.

It was truly the

deepest gratitude the President could express for his
people, and it still exists today within the hearts
of the Korean people.
I wish to express to you on behalf of the
Korean government and people deepest gratitude
and everlasting warm memory. . . . 6 9
They were shocked when they heard of his dismissal,
and they wept when they heard of his death.
Having liberated the capital, General MacArthur
swiftly moved to bring the South Korean Government
back to Seoul.

He flew to the Kimpo Airfield in the

SCAP on September 29, and drove through the streets
that bore the scars of battle.

At the capitol build

ing, he pinned the Distinguished Service Cross on both

^"^Whitney, MacArthur, p. 362.
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Generals Walker and Almond.

Then after conferring a

few minutes with President Syngman Rhee, MacArthur
handed back the capital city.
My President, my officers and I will now re
sume our military duties and leave you and
your government-, to the discharge of the civil
responsibility.
It was another memorable moment for MacArthur since
he had spoken the same words in the Philippines.

The

ceremony was over, and MacArthur left for Tokyo
amidst the waving of Korean flags by the people of
Seoul who lined the streets.
The General's gamble at Inchon was a master
piece in military history.

The tide was turned, the

enemy seemed completely defeated, or at least com
pletely demoralized.
tary genius.

MacArthur was hailed as a mili

Who would hesitate to celebrate this

success at this moment!

Who would blame the people

who, after this success, had nothing but confidence!
However, the celebration itself could not be the
permanent success.

There were several questions for

future decisions to answer.
From June down to the liberation of Seoul, the
Korean problem was not critical since all members of

^■^Text of the speech appears in Appendix II
of this thesis.
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the United Nations were in agreement that North
Korean armed forces must be withdrawn or driven back
of the Thirty-eighth Parallel.

Once the United Nations

forces had achieved this minimum objective, however,
there was a need for a United Nations decision as to
whether military operations should be continued north
of the Thirty-eighth Parallel with a view to destroy
ing the North Korean forces and freeing North Korea
of Communist control.

If the South Korean army was

allowed to "invade" North Korea, would that now be
aggression?

Even if such a course were justified, and

unification the only hope for preserving the peace
bought by Allied soldiers' lives, could the Republic
of Korea Army do the job alone?

Should the United

Nations take on the job of solving the problem of
Korea by force, or was this implied in the decision
already made in June to "repel the armed attack and
restore international peace and security?"
Diverse views appeared among the members of
the United Rations.

With the sudden and unexpected

improvement of the military situation in Korea as the
result of the Inchon landing of September 15 and the
collapse of the North Korean military effort, the
United States Government substantially modified its
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position of military action in Korea, and took the
position that if the North Korean Army was not com
pletely destroyed, and peace and order restored in
the northern half of the peninsula, South Korea would
live indefinitely beneath the threat of renewed Com
munist a g g r e s s i o n . M a n y others, led by the
British, were opposed to sending United Nations forces
into North Korea.

The Security Council was no longer

capable of giving adequate policy guidance as the resuit of the return of the Soviet representative.

IIP

No diplomatic action looking toxvard peace seemed
forthcoming.

MacArthur, Reminiscences, pp. 406-7. Speak
ing before the General Assembly1s First Committee, Am
bassador Austin urged that "faithful adherence to the
United Nations' objective of restoring international
peace and security in the area counsels the taking of
appropriate steps to eliminate the power and ability
of the North Korean aggressor to launch future at
tacks. The aggressor's forces should not be permitted
to have refuge behind an imaginary line because that
would recreate the threat to the peace of Korea and of
the world. Department of State Bulletin, Vol. XXIII,
No. 588, (October 9, 1950), p.,579*
HP
V/hen the Korean conflict first broke out,
the Soviet delegate to the United Nations Security
Council had not been present due to a five-month boy
cott in protest to the admission to the United
Nations of Nationalist China and consequent exclu
sion of the Chinese Communists.

CHAPTER IV
THE GENERAL'S GAMBLE:

YALU,

PRELUDE TO THE MISCALCULATION
As no diplomatic action looking toward peace
seemed forthcoming, the Joint Chiefs of Staff cau
tiously authorized MacArthur, in late September, to
conduct military operations north of the Thirtyeighth Parallel in Korea, with the provision of not
using any of the non-Korean ground force in the event
of Soviet or Chinese Communist entry.

It seemed,

however, so impossible to MacArthur to bring any de
cisive solution if he would have to use only Korean
forces beyond the Thirty-eighth Parallel that he ap
pealed to the Joint Chiefs of Staff to concur in his
plan.

Summing up his plan, MacArthur wrote to the

Joint Chiefs of Staff that the Eighth Army would at
tack across the Thirty-eighth Parallel with its main
effort on the Pyongyang axis with the objective of
seizing Pyongyang; that the Tenth Corps would effect
an amphibious landing at Wonsan, making juncture with
the Eighth Army; that the Third Infantry Division would

lix
^Truman, Years of Trial and Hope, p. 359;
also MacArthur, Reminiscences, p. 35S.
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remain in Japan in General Headquarters reserve ini
tially; that ROK Army forces would conduct operations
only north of the Chungjo-Yonhwon-Hungnam line; and
that the tentative date for the attack of the Eighth
Army would not be earlier than October 15 and not
later than October 30.

On September 30, the Joint

Chiefs of Staff officially approved the plan, and six
days later, their approval v/as confirmed by a resolu
tion of the United Nations General Assembly.11^
As a final gesture toward ending military opera
tions within the frontiers of containment, General
MacArthur appealed to the Premier of North Korea to
surrender unconditionally.

He warned that unless an

immediate response were made, he would at once pro
ceed to take such military action as might be neces
sary to enforce the decrees of the United Nations.
No answer came immediately from Pyongyang, the
North Korean capital.

Instead, a thinly veiled warn-1
4

114.
MacArthur, Reminiscences, p. 358.
^ ^ O n October 6, 1950, the General Assembly
adopted a resolution restating the essential objective
of the United Nations as the establishment of a uni
fied and democratic government of Korea, and recom
mending that all appropriate steps be taken to insure
conditions of stability throughout Korea.
^ ^ Immediate Release, 1000, October 9, 1950.
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ing that counted as a reply, came from Peiping
/Peking7•

Chinese Communist Premier and Foreign Min

ister Chou En-lai, by setting the pattern for an in
creasingly vitriolic propaganda campaign, declared
that the "Chinese people would not stand idly by"
while "imperialists wantonly invaded the territory of
their neighbor."

He also called the United States

"the most dangerous enemy of the Chinese People's Republic,"
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and strengthened his threat by informing,

on October 3, Indian Ambassador at Peiping, K. M.
Pannekar, of Red China's desire to intervene in the
event that United Nations forces crossed the ThirtyTift
eighth Parallel.
Yet, the possibility of Chinese
intervention had been obvious from the moment Presi
dent Truman had sent American air power into combat
the previous June, and unless the United States chose
to abandon Korea entirely, it was a chance the United
States had to take.
Since the calculated risk of the United States
with a tiny force met neither Chinese nor Soviet chal
lenge during the midsummer of 1950, after MacArthur's

Wpoats,

Decision in Korea, p. 76.

"^Goodrich, Korea: a Study of U.S. Policy in
the United Nations, p. 140.
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successful Inchon landing, everyone shared the con
viction that the Chinese would not risk enlarging the
war as the United States forces were much better pre119
pared.
The United States counted Chou En-lai's
talk of intervention as additional Communist propa
ganda which could hardly influence American policy.
Furthermore, accompanying this false conviction,
everyone assumed that as long as the United Nations
forces carried a measure of self-restraint in the
approaches to the Yalu to establish a buffer zone be
tween Communist China and Korea, Red China would ac
cept the approach either tacitly or after some brief
period, of skirmishing.

120

So, while aware there was a certain level of
risk in attempting to unify Korea, MacArthur and the
Administration completely underestimated the incen
tive that China would have to protect its flank
against a powerful foe

121

to whom it imputed only the*
0
2
1

^■^David S. McLillan, "Dean Acheson and the
Korean War," Political Science Quarterly, Vol.
LXXXIII, No. 1, (March, 1968), pp. 18-19.
120Ibid., p. 32.
121

Even the Central Intelligence Agency re
ported to President Truman that, although the Chinese
Communists had the capability of effective interven
tion,. such intervention would not necessarily be de-
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worst and most aggressive of intentions.

Under

this miscalculated assumption, the United States per
suaded the majority of members of the United Nations
Political and Security Committee over the proposal ad
vanced by India's Sir Bengal Rau on October 3.
Rau had proposed that allied forces be ordered
to stay south of the Thirty-eighth Parallel while a
sub-committee attempted to settle the Korean issue by
negotiation.

The United States argued that the pro

posal,- which required time, would only give the Communists an opportunity to reorganize their forces. ' y
The United Nations passed the final resolution which
approved the United States' proposal to unite Korea
124
by punishing the aggressor.
Intending the unification of Korea as their ob
ject, the Allied forces advanced toward the north with
little difficulty during October and the early part of*
4
3
2
1

cisive.
Charles A. Willoughby, MacArthur, 1941-1951,
(New York: McGraw-Hill Company, Inc., 1954)” p. 3S?>;
also Higgins, Korea and the Pall of MacArthur, p. 59*
1PP
McLillan, "Dean Acheson and the Korean War,"
p. 32.
123
-iPoats, Decision in Korea, p. 77*
124
Goodrich, Korea: a Study of U.S. Policy in
the United Nations, pp. 129-33*
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November despite certain signs of Chinese intervention
Pyongyang was captured a month after the successful
landing at Inchon.

By mid-November the Republic of

Korea Capitol Division had fought into the steel town
of Chongjin, only sixty miles from the Siberian border
The Tenth Corps swiftly advanced toward the east.

On

November 21, the United States Seventh Division
marched into the Yalu River border-town of Hyesanjin.
Once again unflagging optimism and preening pride be
came fashionable in top-level command.
Under these circumstances, MacArthur set his
second major gamble, this time to be lost.- He ordered
an all-out assault on November 24-, declaring that the
G.I.'s v/ould be "home by Christmas."

He gambled on

the last remaining hope— that the Chinese Communist
divisions already opposing him were token forces sent
as symbolic fulfillment of Peiping's promise to Kim
II Sung.

^

As the end of the unification of Korea

seemed clearly to be in sight, however, MacArthur's
estimate of Chinese Communist intentions and capa
bilities had "turned out to be wrong."

The Eighth

Army and affiliated United Nations units met powerful

125 Refer to page 73 of this thesis.
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enemy resistance along the entire line— resistance
which unmasked the fiction of "volunteer" participation
and disclosed the massive deployment of the Third and
the Fourth Chinese Field Armies,

important segments

of the entire Chinese Communist military strength.

It

was an "entirely new war."
In a short time after KacArthur's order for a
general assault, the Chinese Communists launched
probing counter attacks.

On the western end of the

Eighth- Army front, the Communists fell in full fury on
the ROK First Division and smashed them into bits and
pieces.

This exposed the Eighth Army's right flank

and required its withdrawal.

The next morning the

Chinese began to close the trap by advancing troops
southwest, thus threatening to cut off the Second
Division to the northwest of Tokchon.

If the threat

was effected, the Communists could seal off escape
routes at some point below Sinanju Airfield.*

*1 p / T

According to MacArthur's testimony at the
Senate Hearings known as the MacArthur Hearings, the
Fourth and the Third Field Armies v/ere stationed, at
the beginning of the Korean War, in southern China by
threatening Formosa, and by preparing against a possible
attack from the island. Now informed of the determined
United Nations attitude to the use of the Chinese
Nationalist troops, Red China transferred those armies
to the Korean battlefield v/ith little fear of a Chinese
Nationalist attack on the mainland. MacArthur Hear
ings , p. 22.

78

Under this condition, General Walker committed
his reserves, the 5,000-man Turkish Brigade.

But the

Turks, too, were broken by the flood of armed men,
and when the remnants of the brigade drifted north to
Join the Second Division, the brigade was no longer
battle-worthy.

Then on November 27, General Walker's

divisions were falling back all along the Chongchon
River.

The Ghinese were too numerous and had pene

trated too far.

It was impossible to hold the

Chongchon River, either above or belov; it, and General
Walker began the retreat which ultimately preserved
the United Nations forces in Korea.
In the meantime, General Almond of the Tenth
Corps, who was advancing to the northeast, ordered on
November 27 the Fifth and Seventh Marines to attack
westward to relieve the pressure on the Eighth Army's
right flank.

Fortunately, this presence of the Tenth

Corps divided the enemy forces and weakened their offensive capabilities against the Eighth Army,

1 Pft

' but

the Marines later had to go through such ordeals.

The

men of the United States First Marine Division.met the

^^Leckie, Conflict, pp. 202-20$.
•''^Immediate Release, 1430, February 4, 1951*
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Chinese Communist Fourth Field Army that was commanded
by General Sung Shin-lun, who was already a veteran of
more than two decades of combat.

Sung's plan was to

annihilate the Marine division and subsequently to
destroy the entire United States Tenth Corps.
By November 28, the Marines were surrounded by
Sung's Army:

the Chinese blocked the road at points

along the thirty-five miles from Yudam-ni south to
Chinhung-ni, building log barriers which were covered
by small arms, mortars, and artillery located on the
heights on both sides of the road.

Still more units

were sent south overland for the eventual -strike at
Hungnam.

The Marines were cut off.

There, then, be

gan the fierce battle of "Frozen Chosen"— one of the
epic retreats in American military annals.

The Marines

and G.I.'s, after dozens of epic deeds, reached the
coast on December 10.

They came out of the frozen,

battle-scarred hills as truly legendary American
fighting men, bringing their supplies, their equip
ment, their wounded— and even their dead lashed to
artillery gun barrels— with them.
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^^Robert Leckie, The March to Glory, Nev; York:
The World Publishing Company, 19b0. This book
describes how the Marines got out of the Chinese trap.
It truly was a March to Glory, also, Don Lawson, The
United States in the Korean War, (New York: Abelarcbchuman Ltd., ’1964-), pp. 92-105.
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The evacuation of troops from Hungnara began
immediately.

By December 24, the United States Navy

had safely evacuated 105,000 United States troops
from North Korea.
.The Yalu offensive like Inchon was a gamble.
But this time MacArthur lost.

The tide has been

changed once more, and he was forced to change his
plans from the offensive to the defensive.

With this

change of strategy, the western world changed its at
titude toward MacArthur.

Instead of blaming the

Chinese, they hunted frantically in their own ranks
for scapegoats.

It almost seemed as if they were

looking for someone to condemn on their own side, so
that they could avoid facing the fact that China was
warring against the Allies.
General MacArthur was put on the griddle.

The

man who had been hailed as a military genius because
of the Inchon landing was nov; accused by some American newspapers as militarily incompetent.

130

He was

accused of overconfidence, of arrogance, of being a
law unto himself, of failing to make a proper estimate1
0
3

130

Some representative articles are: Homer
Bigart, "Why We Got Licked," Look, (January 30,
1951); and Garrett Underhill and Ronald Shiller, "The
Tragedy of the U.S. Army," Look, (February 13, 1951)*
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of the situation, and of a complete breakdown of his
military intelligence.

V/estern allied papers, es

pecially the British press, were no less critical.
For instance, the New Statesman and Nation continued
its campaign of animosity, discrediting MacArthur's
achievements and competence, and practically calling
for his dismissal.
hysterical.

The chorus was loud and

Some writers appeared even gleeful that

MacArthur had at last met with a defeat.
It is true that MacArthur is very much re
sponsible for this failure.

His judgment of'the

Chinese intention to intervene in the Korean War
turned out to be wrong.

He gambled that the Chinese

in Korea were only token units sent to fulfill the
letter but not the spirit of their promises to help
Korea.

He also hoped that Peiping would be dis

couraged by the devastating bombing of North Korea.
As his critics say, he spread his forces too thinly
to be able to defend their position against massive
Chinese forces.

In the northeast the Tenth Corps

troops were strung out from Wonsan on the coast to the

Robert C. Richardson, Jr., "The Freeman,"
March 12, 1951, in Aid and Comfort to the Enemy:
Trends in Korean War Press Reports, Edited by Charles
XI Willoughby, Tokyo, Japan, 1951*
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wild mountains around the Changjin reservoir.

Some

Korean forces were rushing toward Siberia up a coastalroad.

By spreading itself so thinly in the west, the

Eighth Army made it possible for the Chinese to break
through anywhere.
MacArthur also made a mistake by declaring his
nwin-the-war" offensive in such a confident manner.
He was aware of the Chinese intervention in early
November and asked the Joint Chiefs of Staff for
authorization to bomb the Yalu bridges to minimize
Chinese forces who were crossing the river, 'and asked
permission to be engaged in "hot pursuit."

His re

quests were turned down, and the restrictions rem a m e d.
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Nevertheless, Mac Arthur, in a strangely

confident mood, declared such an easy victory.
Yet, there should be more serious considera
tions both for his critics and followers.

In the

first place, General MacArthur was severely re
stricted in his manner of waging the war.

He was not

permitted to do aerial reconnaissance beyond the Yalu.

■^^On November 7, MacArthur asked the Joint
Chiefs of Staff the right to bomb the bridges over the
Yalu River. He also asked permission to be engaged in
hot pursuit.
Both requests were turned down.
MacArthur, Reminiscences, p. 415.
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That made him rely only on ground activity.

He was

also prohibited from bombing bridges over the Yalu and
the hydro-electric plants along the Yalu.1^

Further

more, aerial reconnaissance over the Yalu and the "hot
pursuit" were prohibited even after the Chinese Com
munists massively intervened in the Korean V/ar.1^
The right to bomb the Manchurian railroads, of course,
was forbidden.

For these restrictions, MacArthur felt

deep frustration in waging the war, and later he
capably brought these reasons to reduce his responsi-1
3

133
-^The hydro-electric system along the Yalu
were built during the Japanese occupation of Korea.
It is one of the largest hydro-electric plants in
Asia which has the capability of supplying electri
city to all of Korea and Manchuria.
A.fter the divi
sion of the country at the Thirty-eighth Parallel, the
North Korean Government ceased to send electricity to
the south.
Instead this electricity was sent to Man
churia and the northern part of China. How much those
plants have contributed to the Manchurian industry is
speculative.
■^^T. Higgins, Korea and the Fall of MacArthur,
p. 70; also MacArthur Hearings, p. 4-98. From a mili
tary point of view the hot pursuit was desirable be
cause it would be tough for a man in a dogfight to
keep one eye on the Yalu River and stop the minute he
gets there. Thus the Joint Chiefs of Staff approved
MacArthur's recommendation of the hot pursuit. The
State Department approved it, and the President
approved it. But some Allied nations vetoed it when
Secretary of State Acheson took the matter for their
approval, and the idea of hot pursuit was eventually
dropped.
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bility for the failure of the November 24- general
assault.
Besides all these restrictions, there was
little cooperation from the allies to reduce the
Chinese war effort.

Even though the United Nations

forces v/ere waging war against the Communist aggres
sors, some Allied nations were engaged in trade with
the nation which they were fighting against.

Mac-

Arthur was much irritated by this situation and asked
the Administration to declare a complete economic and
naval blockade off the Chinese coast.

This the Ad

ministration was not able to do.
The Administration was not actually enthusi
astic about persuading the United Nations members to
observe a complete blockade of the China coast.

In

its reply to General MacArthur's request to retaliate
against the Chinese intervention, the Joint Chiefs of
Staff said:
. . . a naval blockade off the coast of China
would require negotiations with the British in

^MacArthur defended himself at the Senate
Hearings:
"Had I been permitted to use my air, when
those Chinese forces came in there, I haven't, the
faintest doubt v/e would have thrown them back."
MacArthur Hearings, p. 19*
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view of the extent.of British trade with China
through Hong Kong.
Furthermore, the Joint Chiefs of Staff thought that
China*s real supply line as to war material was
largely coining from the Soviet Government, v/hile Hong
Kong supplied limited war materials, food, and cer
tain kinds of medicines not seriously affecting the
military situation.
In a strict sense, it is true that food and
medicines are not war materials, and it is also ar
guable that the Administration had no right to force
the blockade to other nations.

V/e should not, how

ever, forget similar cases in world history:

the

nation that owned Hong Kong practiced strict block
ades while she was waging wars.

She, for years,

stood off Napoleon with that weapon alone, and
existed.

Not only during the period of the Napo

leonic Wars, but also during the periods of World War
I and World War II, Britain even imposed blockades on
neutral nations, and their lists of contrabands of
war were broad. ' Hov/ever, during the Korean War,
Britain wanted Hong Kong to be opened to Communist

136MacArthur, Reminiscences, p. 4-36.
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China even though she was one of those sixteen nations
who sent military forces to preserve peace in Korea.
Looking back at some problems that were brought
before the United Nations, we can clearly see the fact
that despite the United Nations’ aim to bring world
peace by the use of collective measures, politics
within the United Nations remained politics, nonethe
less.

Members sought to promote their national

interests and determined their attitudes and policies
on the- basis of the requirements of their national
interests.

Under these circumstances, hardships

would be bound to come and a conflict could easily
arise between the policy makers at home and the policy
executors on the battlefield.

This conflict would

eventually come between the Administration that was
determined to go along with the United Nations

and

the General who was enjoying special privileges after
1*8
his many brilliant military successes.

1*7
^'General Marshall reflected the attitude of
top government officials. At the National Security
Council on November 28, 1950, he said that the United
States should go along with the United Nations' ap
proach to the Korean question, even if going along
with the United Nations meant some difficult problems
for the United States.
1*8
J All of the Chiefs were lower ranks than
General MacArthur, and they all respected MacArthur's
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Having enjoyed a god-like r e p u t a t i o n , M a c Arthur now was surrounded by critics.

And along with.

this criticism, he was forced to change his- strategy
from the offensive to' the defensive.

Amid this gloomy

situation, MacArthur sent a special communique to the
United Nations on November 28:
Enemy reactions developed in the course of our
assault operations of the past four days dis
close that a major segment of the Chinese con
tinental forces in army, corps and divisional
organization of an aggregate strength of over
200,000 men is now arrayed against the United
Nations forces in Korea. . . .
This situation posed issues beyond the
authority of the United Nations Military Com
mand— issues which must find their solution
within the councils of the United Nations and
chancelleries of the world. rU
At the same time, MacArthur also reported to Washing
ton:

long experience and his ability. Eventually, the
Chiefs gave MacArthur more leeway than would normally
be the case.
^ ^ B y 1950 Mac Arthur had established a legend,
that of a lofty, infallible genius. This legend has
been built up assiduously by his aides, who for years
have refused to admit that their leader could ever
make a mistake. As the reaction to the legend, his
critics spoke louder and louder when MacArthur under
estimated the enemy and showed his military falli
bility.
His legend has been broken, and the world
could not forgive him for being human after all.
^ ° Communique, No. 14, November 28, 1950.
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This command has done everything humanly pos
sible within its capabilities but is now faced
with conditions beyond its control and its
strength.1^1
Then he again asked Washington permission to exercise
the privilege of "hot pursuit" of enemy planes beyond
1 Ll O

the Yalu River,
churia.

and demanded the right to bomb Man

Ke also appealed for Administration recon

sideration of the use of the Chinese Rationalist troops
which were offered five months before.
Truman called a special meeting of the National
Security Council to discuss MacArthur's request for
1 /L/L

retaliatory measures.

In this meeting, General

Bradley, representing the Joint Chiefs of Staff's
opinion, said that General MacArthur should not be*
2
4
1

1 41 Truman,

Years of Trial and Hope, p. 384.
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MacArthur had proposed these demands on No
vember 7* His request was approved by the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, but rejected by Allies when Acheson took the
matter to consult with them. The proposal was not pur
sued further. MacArthur Hearings, p. 964.
^^Ch i a n g Kai-shek offered 33,000 men in June,
but his offer was not taken by the United States be
cause of the danger of Communist China's intervention.
Now that Communist China intervened in full scale,
MacArthur asked to employ the Nationalist Chinese
troops to harass Communist China's activity.
144

T. Higgins, Korea and the Fall of MacArthur,
83; also Berger, The Korea Knot, pp. 126-27; and
also Truman, Years of Trial and Hope, pp. 401-402.

p.
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authorized to bomb airfields in Manchuria.

General

Marshall emphasized that the United States should not
get herself involved either individually or with the
United Nations in a general war with China because it
would be impossible to continue the build-up of
forces in Europe if such a thing happened.

Acheson

said that the United States should find some way to
end the war without going into Manchuria to bomb the
airfields there.

Listening to this advice, Truman

decided that Korea was a United Nations matter, and
that the United States could not make an individual
145
approach to it.
The next few days were spent re-evaluating
American plans and programs, and to prepare for the
next steps that would have to be taken.

Ambassador

Warren Austin v/as pressing the United Nations Security
Council to halt the aggression.

The President met

Congressional leaders to ask for their urgent con
sideration of his supplemental request for appro-*

l^Truman, Years of Trial and Hone, pp. 384-88.
From this November 28 emergency meeting, then, came
the conclusions shaping the policy which thereafter
guided the American conduct of the United Nations’
cause in Korea.
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priations needed to increase the size and effective
ness of the United States armed forces.
Unfortunately, on November 30 at a press con
ference, President Truman gave the world the impres
sion that he was considering using the atomic bomb in
14-7
Korea.
Along with the gloomy battle report from
Korea, the President's statement aroused a strong re
action among the United Nations Allies.

Especially in

England, the reaction was more than bitter.

One

hundred Labor Members of Parliament protested to
Prime Minister Clement Attlee the possible use of
nuclear weapons in Korea; a long and anxious debate
began in the British Parliament.

Under this pres-

sure, Prime Minister Attlee flew to Washington to dis149
cuss the problem of the Korean War.
y1
8
*
6
4

146Ibid., pp. 389-91.
14-7
'"The President's News Conference of No
vember 30, 1950," Public Papers of the Presidents of
the United States: Harry S. Truman, Containing: the
Public Messages, Speeches, and Statements of the
President, January 1 to"December 31, 1950, (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1965), pp.
295-96.
148
Leckie, Conflict, p. 314-; also T. Higgins,
Korea and the Pall of MacArthur, p. 87 .
^Truman, Years of Trial and Hope, p. 393*
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Prime Minister Clement Attlee arrived in Wash
ington on December 4, and the conference followed im
mediately.

During that consultation, Attlee's fears

were allayed on the use-of the atomic bomb— though he
was unable to convince Truman of his evaluation of
Red China. v

The conditions of possible-negotiation

with Communist China were discussed; Attlee's desire
to seat Communist China in the United Nations was re
fused by Truman since it would be like offering a re
ward for aggression.

The conferences until December

7, and the final communique was issued as follows:
. . . we are ready . . . to seek an end to the
hostilities by means of negotiations. . . .
Every effort must be made to achieve the pur
poses of the United Nations in Korea by peace
ful means and to find a solution of the Korean
problem on the basis of a free and independent
Korea. . . . If the Chinese on their side dis
play any evidence of a similar attitude, we
are hopeful that the cause of peace can be
upheld.
Then the communique, at the end, said that the Presi
dent would "keep the Prime Minister at all times in
formed of developments which might bring about a
change in the situation."

In effect, they also an-

^ Attlee thought that Red China was not a
satellite but a Communist power in her own right v/ho
could be detached from the Kremlin as a counterpart
to Russia in the Far East.
Ibid., p. 399*
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nounced their agreement not to employ nuclear weapons
in Korea without further consultation between the two
principal NATO Allies.
Turning our attention to Lake Success, some in
the United Nations honestly feared Communist Chinese
intervention from the moment that the United Nations
forces crossed the Thirty-eighth Parallel, and now
their voices for negotiations were stronger than at
any other previous time.

Thus, acting within the

framework of the Truman-Attlee declaration, the
United Nations General Assembly voted on December 14
to seek an armistice in Korea and set up a three-man
Cease-Fire Committee to lay the offer before Peiping
and Pyongyang.

Entezam of Iran, Pearson of Canada,

and Rau of India were chosen for this task. 15?
Before the committee could go to work, Commu
nist China destroyed all hopes of a compromise settle
ment.

They v/anted no cease-fire.

As the events of

December seemed to be on their side, it was now
Peiping's turn to attempt to unify Korea by force.
They pressed the pursuit south with great speed,*
2
5
1

1^1Ibid., pp. 396-413.
152
^ Russia voted against the proposal to form
the three-man Cease-Fire Committee.
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while Premier Chou En-lai, at the Cease-Fire Commit
tee's twice repeated request for a reply to its pro
posal, announced on December 22 the Communist terms
for agreeing even to discuss Korean peace.
The result of military successes of late No
vember and December had convinced the Peiping Govern
ment that the Communist forces could drive the United
Nations forces out of Korea, and apparently had no
intention of negotiating unless all that they wanted
and mo’re were handed to them on a platter.

Otherwise

they would not take it.
As this disgusting talking-war had Just begun,
there came additional bad news from the Korean battle
field.

The commander of the Eighth Army, Lieutenant

General Walton Walker, was killed in a Jeep accident
on December 23; but the United States was ready for
this kind of emergency.
Lieutenant General Matthew B. Ridgeway, who
was told to stay abreast of the "conflict" in the
event that something happened to Walker, was ready on*
3
2

153
.
-^The Communist Chinese terms for negotiation
were: 1) The United Nations withdrawal from Korea,
2) American withdrawal from the defense of Formosa,
3) cessation of all Western rearmament plans, and 4-)
recognition of Red China in the United Nations.
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short notice.

He was a man of bright military, dip

lomatic, and administrative r e c o r d . B y

December

26, General Ridgeway was in Tokyo, demonstrating a
sure sense of diplomacy.

Coming to MacArthur1s do

main and bearing the label of "Washington's man," he
declared that he had long cherished the ambition of
serving under MacArthur, "one of the greatest military
1S5
leaders in history."
Then before his departure for the battlefield,
Ridgeway asked General MacArthur "permission to at
tack" if need be.
"If I see my way clear to renew the attack, do
I have your permission to do so?"
"It's your army, Matt," MacArthur said.

"You

fight it the best way you know how."
Then as if to prove his word, MacArthur gave
Ridgev/ay complete authority in Korea by placing the
156
Tenth Corps under the new Eighth Array commander.i

154
^Leckie, Conflict, p. 237; also Poats, De
cision in Korea, pp. 124-25.
155
'\-\Poats, Decision in Korea, pp. 125-26.
i 56
Lawson, The United States in the Korean
War, pp. 106-107; also Leckie, Conflict, p. 238.
Until this time, the Tenth Army had been under Gen
eral Almond's command.
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With the full command in his hands, Ridgeway
now flew over the battleground to trace on a map the
series of ridgelines where he believed the Eighth
Army could stand and fight.

Then, meeting President

Syngman Rhee, Ridgeway said:
And I've come to stay."

"I am glad to be here.

The following three days he

spent traveling the front trying to refresh his
battered army and renew its fighting spirit.

In the

meantime, he asked President Rhee for 30,000 Korean
laborers to construct the battle line where he ex
pected to meet the enemy onslaught which was believed
to come on New Year's Eve."^^
As expected, the enemy attack began on New
Year's Eve.

All night long mortars and artillery

bombarded the United Nations line.

At daybreak on

New Year's Day advance elements of seven Chinese Com
munist armies and two North Korean corps struck south
ward toward Seoul and the rail center of Wonju fifty
air miles to the southeast.

The Communists had ob

viously committed most of their forces in the assault.
Ridgeway ordered withdrawal, and on January 3, with
the enemy crossing the Han, bumper-to-bumper traffic
out of the capital began.

President Rhee and the

^"^Leckie, Conflict, pp. 239-40.
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Government left Seoul and installations were burned.
Fires broke out in the city.

Buildings which had es

caped the destruction of two prior withdrawals were
engulfed in flames.

Inchon was desolate.

Gradually,

the Eighth Army’s units fell back from Suwon after
the supplies had been saved and the airfield
destroyed.

Osan, too, was abandoned.

at Pyongtaek was occupied.

The position

And then the enemy attack

in the west diminished.
• V/ith the gloomy battle report, the Western
European Allies were fearful that the Korean War would
expand to all of Asia, thereby playing into suspected
Russian schemes for the conquest of Europe.

They

clung momentarily to hopes that Peiping v/ould soften
its demands.

Even though the Cease-Fire Committee re

ported on January 2 the failure of their efforts to
bring Communist China to the peace table, the "con
fusion and v/ishful thinking" in the United Rations
had gone a fair way down the road toward appeasement
of Red China.

The peace-at-any price mood which

Peiping's intransigence had apparently destroyed for
good in December had been revived by the seemingly in
exorable advance of the Chinese Communist forces'
"third phase offensive."

On January 13, the General

Assembly voted on a new peace plan which offered, in
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effect, complete capitulation to Red China on the
questions of Formosa and United Nations membership,
if Peiping would agree to a satisfactory Korean
settlement.

By a vote of 50 to 7> the General As

sembly called for:
1.

An immediate cease-fire in Korea with
guarantees that the truce would not be
used to screen military buildups.

2.

Decisions during the truce which would pro
vide a permanent Korean settlement.

3.

Withdrawal of all "non-Korean" troops by
"appropriate stages."

A.

United Nations-approved administration of
all of Korea during the truce.

5.

Creation of a special United Nations agency,
including Russia, Red China, Britain and
the United States, to settle Far Eastern
issues such as the future of Formosa and
Chinese membership in the United Nations.

When it was learned that Ambassador Austin had
voted in support of this proposal that directly con
tradicted the United States policy up to this moment,
a storm of outrage, both in the press and Congress,
burst upon Truman’s head.

Demands for the resignation

of Secretary of State Acheson were widespread even
though the fact that Austin's affirmative vote had
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been only to be consistent with the United States
policy of working through the United Nations.
The Truman Administration rode out the storm—
with the President himself issuing an angry refusal
to dismiss Acheson— and then, on January 17, Red China
overplayed her hand.

In a telegram sent to Chou En-

lai by the Acting Secretary-General Owen on January
13, Chou En-lai insisted on his original formula of
"negotiations first and a cease-fire afterwards."'*'^
He asked for a seven-nation conference on Korea and
other Par Eastern problems to be held without a cease160
fire.
Moreover, the conference would be held in
China but not until after Red China had been admitted
to the United Nations.

At this harsh and propagan

d i s t s reply, the United Nations rallied behind the
United States policy of negotiation "from strength"
which recognized that the Chinese Communists would*
5
1

158
-^The United States, already pledged to go
along v/ith the United Nations majority, voted for it
because it was clear that the majority of the members
favored i t .
151
-^Sir Gladwyn Jebb, Korea: United Nations
Resolution on Chinese Intervention in Korea, London:
His Majesty's Stationery Office, 1951, p. 5*
x
China's list of nations included herself,
Russia, India, Egypt, Britain, Prance, and the United
States.
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not parley unless forced to do so.

Thus promises of

increased aid to the Korean effort were made by the
United Nations Allies, and all hopes for an eventual
cease-fire were placed in the Eighth Army's ability
to deflate Peiping's military pride.
The day Chou En-lai rejected the best terms
he was likely to get from the United Nations, General
Ridgeway's army took the first cautious steps along
the road back.

All across the Eighth Army's front,

American tank-infantry patrols poked tentatively
northward into what intelligence reports had described
as a growing Chinese "attack buildup," and found un
expected weakness.

After several attempts to advance,

it became apparent that reports by air observers and
intelligence agents of a massive Communist buildup
1G2
south of the Han River had been exaggerated.
Now
it was the United Nations' turn to push the aggressors
back to the north.
By midmonth, the United Nations were able to
silence its front.

The bubble of Chinese pride had

been pricked, the "third offensive" which was to knock

^^^Leckie, Conflict, p. 2$6.
Poats, Decision in Korea, p. 137•
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out the United Nations had failed.

Encouraged by the

situation, General IiacArthur, on January 20, declared
that "no one is going to drive us into the sea.

This

command intends to maintain a military position in
Korea just as long as the statesmen of the United
Nations decide we should do."1S^

It v/as a direct

challenge to the statement of Premier Kim II Sung, who
delivered a belligerent speech saying the People's
Army, supported by the Chinese "volunteers," intended
to "annihilate the enemy" throughout Korea and drive
“I
the United Nations forces into the sea.
The United Nations forces gradually began to
push the Communists all along the front line.

By the

end of February, the enemy forces had collapsed.

The

"People's Volunteers," who had been fresh and strong
and close to home when they attacked the Eighth Army
in the hills near Manchuria, had not been able to
withstand the climate and the failures of a supply
line running back 260 miles to the Yalu.

The hills

were littered with their dead; shallow, mass graves1
5
6

165Ibid.
16Vbid., p. 120.
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were uncovered everywhere around the places recap
tured by the United Nations forces.^ 5
As the military situation in Korea stabilized
in January and it became clear that the position of
the United Nations forces was not as desperate as at
one time had been feared, the attitude of the United
States became more firm.

Strong protests were made in

the United States, both in Congress and outside,
against appeasement and the delay in condemning Com
munist China.

Finally, under considerable pressure

from the United States delegation, the General As
sembly adopted on February 1, 1951, its resolution
which condemned Chinese Communist aggression against
United Nations forces in Korea.

This resolution, how

ever, authorized the President of the Assembly to
establish a Good Offices Committee to explore further
possibilities of a peaceful settlement before any ad
ditional collective measures were seriously con
sidered.

■^^Leckie, Conflict, p. 261.
Goodrich, Korea: Collective Measures
Against Aggression, Internet ionai"~Concillation, New
York: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace,
October, 1953, PP* 150-51*
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As the United Nations forces began to re
approach the Thirty-eighth Parallel, a strong reaction
in favor of negotiating with the enemy was arising
again.

This time their voice to stay below the

Parallel was louder, and the Truman Administration was
compelled to make a firmer decision on its own future
course of action in Korea.
The alternatives v/ere whether it should accept
MacArthur's appeal to bomb the Manchurian supply
lines,- to blockade the China coast, and to use the
Chinese Nationalist Army to bring a quick and more
complete victory at the risk of losing Allies, or
should it fight an "indefinite" v/ar by trying to nego
tiate with Communist China through the United Nations.
The moment waited for a crucial decision by
President Truman.

Truman chose to go along with the

allies rather than with MacArthur.

For Truman the

memory of the failure of the end-the-war offensive on
November 2A was too vivid to accept MacArthur's pro
posal, and Truman also thought that the General was
too independent to follow his directive.

Truman not

only chose to follow the United Nations resolution,
but he also decided to clear his path.

Thus, he

courageously but bluntly moved to a drastic decision.
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Just as his soldiers had become casualties in No
vember of

1950

by an unexpected intervention of the

Chinese Communists, General MacArthur became the
casualty in April of 1951 by an unexpected decision
from Washington.

CHAPTER V
THE END OF THE FIFTY-TWO YEARS
OF PUBLIC SERVICE
At one o ’clock in the morning of April 11,
1951) the President entered into the East Room of the
White House to announce some astounding news to the
press:
With deep regret I have concluded that General
of the Army Douglas MacArthur is unable to give
• his v/holehearted support to the policies of the
United States Government and of the United
Nations in matters pertaining to his official
duties.
In view of the specific responsibili
ties imposed upon me by the Constitution of the
United States and the added responsibility
which has been entrusted to me by the United
Nations, I have decided that I must make a
change of command in the Far East. I have,
therefore, relieved General MacArthur of his
command and have designated Lieutenant General
Matthew B. Ridgeway as his successor.
Finally the almost year-long conflict between
the President and the General had come to its show
down.

The indisputable civilian right to control the

military was powerfully exercised.

Most Americans

did their gasping at the breakfast table, while
General MacArthur learned of his dismissal at the
luncheon table in Tokyo.

^^^Public Papers of Harry S. Truman, January 1
to December $1, 1931, p. 289.
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The cruel fashion which brought the end to a
great military career, however, stirred up the
nation's emotional and partisan attachment to the
General, who had occupied so many responsible offices
"I /T O

until the very moment of his dismissal.

Republi

cans, who thought that Truman would never dare dis
miss MacArthur, found themselves in a state of shock.
To send the President into oblivion, they caucused in
the office of Representative Joseph Martin.

They

agreed that MacArthur should be invited to address a
Joint meeting of the Congress and that the whole
foreign and military policy of the Administration
should be subjected to a Congressional investigation.
Yet, the shock was not only for the partisan
politicians, but also it was for the people.

People

who had hailed and had followed the General loyally
burned the President in effigy, while seventy-eight
thousand telegrams and letters, running twenty-toone against the dismissal, deluged the White House.
The President's popularity fell to the bottom with

168

General MacArthur's titles at the time of
his dismissal were: Commanding General of the United
States Army Porces, Par East, United States Commanderin-Uhief, Far East Command, Supreme Commander for the
Allied Powers in Japan, and Commander-in-Chief, United
Nations Command.
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the Gallup Poll showing sixty-nine per cent for
MacArthur and only twenty-nine per cent backing the
President.
This sudden announcement of a great general's
dismissal, however, had been considered from time to
time ever since the initial skirmish between the Ad
ministration and MacArthur had occurred in August
1950 over MacArthur's visit to Formosa.

Since the

nature of the presence of Nationalist troops in the
Korean battlefield was as much a political as a mili
tary concern, and since neither Washington nor Tokyo
was prepared to concede its position, the unhappy
showdown seemed, in a way, natural.
At the time of the outbreak of the Korean War,
there was no significant disagreement between the Ad
ministration and MacArthur.

Even though MacArthur

and most Republicans were not happy about the Admin
istration's policy toward China, which eventually
brought the Chinese mainland under Communist con169
trol,
' General MacArthur spoke little of his dis-1
9
6

169
'Noticing the unpopularity of the Chiang Kaishek Government in China, the Truman Administration
sent General George C. Marshall in an attempt to set
up a coalition government. The attempt, however,
failed with the Communists eventually taking over the
mainland, and Chiang Kai-shek, escaping to Formosa,
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appointment over the outcome, since he had had no im
mediate responsibility for the situation.
As the Korean War broke out, and as Truman put
the Seventh Fleet under MacArthur's control to isolate
Formosa from the mainland,1^0 the condition began to
change.

MacArthur's responsibility became more im

mediate in that area, and the General v/ould not be
pleased if others v/ould direct him against his own de
cisions, or would impose restrictions upon him.

Thus,

the extension of MacArthur's responsibility for For
mosa predicted a forlorn hope for a smooth relation
ship betv/een the Administration and the General, for
the Administration v/ould be forced to put the politi
cal cause over the military.
From the beginning of the outbreak of the
Korean War, Nationalist China presented a delicate
situation.

When the United Nations Security Council

passed a resolution on June 27, 1950, recommending
that members of the United Nations furnish to the Re*

continued the Nationalist Government there. This
symbolized the failure of the Truman Administration's
foreign policy in Asia, and it became one of the main
targets of criticism that the Administration had to
bear.
170fruman, Tears of Trial and Hope, p. 334;
also MacArthur, Reminiscences" pi 376*
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public of Korea such aid as might be necessary to re
pel the attack and to restore international peace and
security in the area, the Nationalist Chinese offered
$3,000 men to fight in Korea.1?1

President Truman,

at first, had considered accepting it, but changed
his mind after Secretary of State Dean Acheson's advice. 172
'
Deciding not to accept the Nationalist Chinese
offer of 33,000 men, the State Department cordially
refused it until:
. . . representatives of General MacArthur's
Headquarters . . . would hold discussions with1
7
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The Republic of China delivered an Aide
Memoire to the State Department on June 29 and again
on June 30, offering 53,000 troops. The Aide Memoire
from Nationalist China partly reads as follows: 1~J7
The Chinese Government will make available for use in
South Korea to repel the armed attack of North Korea
one army of seasoned troops of approximately 33,000
men suitable for operations in plains or hilly ter
rain, 2) these troops carry the best equipment at
China's disposal, 3) for the transportation of these
troops the Chinese Government will provide 20 air
transports of the C-4-6 type and, if necessary, can
give a reasonable amount of air cover. . . . 4) these
troops can be ready for embarkation in five days.
Department of State, United States Policy in the
Korean Crisis, p . 60.
^^Acheson thought that the appearance of the
Nationalist Chinese troops in Korea would bring Com
munist China into that area thus extending the con
flict .
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the Chines e,-,milit ary authorities on Tai
wan. . .
In the meantime, seeing the possibility of a Nation
alist Chinese approach to General MacArthur as a con
sequence of the message, the State Department advised
MacArthur through the Defense Department not to accept
the Nationalist Chinese offer of t r o o p s . S i n c e
MacArthur doubted the effectiveness of the Nation
alist Chinese troops, he concurred in the message.

So

far the clash between the Administration and MacArthur
had not come.
In July, as soon as the Korean battle front was
stabilized, General MacArthur hoped to personally see
the situation in Formosa since the security of the
area had recently come under his responsibility.

175

Thus, he wrote to the Joint Chiefs of Staff that he
intended to go to the island on July 31 or thereabouts
with a selected group of staff officers to make a
brief reconnaissance of Formosa’s defense potential.

^ MacArthur Hearings, p. 3385*
17^Ibid., p. 1084.
■^^As the Korean War broke out, Truman ordered
MacArthur to prevent any Nationalist attacks from For
mosa on the mainland as well as to defend the island
against Communist attack. For his responsibility, the
Seventh Fleet was turned over to MacArthur’s control.

110

At this request, the Joint Chiefs of Staff ad
vised MacArthur to send a senior officer to Formosa
with a group on July 31 and go himself later, since
the State Department was discussing certain policy
matters v/ith Formosa.
there.

But the directive did not end

The Joint Chiefs of Staff added that if

MacArthur felt it necessary to proceed personally on
the

31st,

he should feel free to go since the respon

sibility was h i s . ^ ^
. Backed by this message, MacArthur, accompanied
by several key members of his staff, visited Formosa
177
on July 31*
Nevertheless, his visit to Formosa and
meeting with Chiang Kai-shek was greeted with a furor.
His critics were quick to charge that MacArthur was
again trying to make policy, failing to draw that fine
“
»no

line between military and political affairs.

'

Aston

ished by the reaction brought by his visit to Formosa,
General MacArthur issued a statement to clarify his
position.

He explained that his trip was:*
7
1

■^^Whitney, MacA.rthur, pp. 370-71.
177Korean Release, No. 172, 1335, July 31, 1950.
Richard H. Rovere and Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.,
The MacArthur Controversy and American Foreign Policy,
’(New York: The Noonday Press, 1964), pp. 126-28.
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formally arranged and coordinated beforehand
with all branches of the American and Chinese
Government.
He also said that his talk was "limited entirely to
military matters," and "dealt solely with the problem
of preventing military violence to Formosa as directed
by the President."*^9

r
phe critics, however, were not

willing to accept MacArthur*s statement.

They em

barrassed the Truman Administration by spreading the
impression that the American alliance with China was
being revived.
To make things worse, Generalissimo Chiang Kaishek issued a statement that embarrassed the Adminis
tration further.

He said that:

an agreement was reached between General
MacArthur and myself on all the problems dis
cussed in the series of conferences held in the
past two days. The foundation for the defense
of Formosa and for Gino-American military co
operation has thus been laid. It is our con
viction that our struggle against Communist
aggression will certainly result in final
victory.
Embarrassed by the situation, President Truman sent
W. Averell Harriman to Tokyo to confer with MacArthur

^^MacArthur, Reminiscences, p. 386.
•^^MacArthur Hearings, pp. 3383-8A.
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on political aspects of the Far Eastern situation.

1 Rl

Soon after Harriman's arrival, the two discussed fully
global questions, unfortunately leaving each other
with uneasy impressions.

Although MacArthur told

Harriman that he had discussed only military matters
v/ith Chiang Kai-shek on his visit to Formosa, that he
had refused to discuss any political subject whenever
Chiang Kai-shek attempted to do so, and that he would,
as a soldier, obey any orders that he received from
the President,

1 RP

Harriman found that the General v/as

prepared to deal with the political problems, but un
less given further orders from the President, he would
consciously deal only with the military side.1^
On the other hand, MacArthur gained the impres
sion that President Truman had conceived an animosity
toward Chiang Kai-shek, and that anyone who favored
the Generalissimo might well arouse the President's

1on

Harriman was sent to Tokyo on August 4 to
confer with MacArthur.
18 2,jrUR1an, Years of Trial and Hope, pp. 351-53.
18S
^Truman, Years of Trial and Hope, pp. 349-53;
also Richard Lowi tt, The Truman-I•lacArthur Controversy,
(The Berkeley Series in American History, Chicago:
Rand McNally & Company, 1967), p. 8; and also Higgins,
Korea and the Fall of MacArthur, p. 38.
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disfavor.

184
' This impression led MacArthur to think

that the situation in the Far East was little under
stood and mistakenly downgraded in high circles in
Washington.
This was the initial skirmish between the Ad
ministration and the General, and the difference over
the Formosa problem was never healed.

Giving little

time to heal the wound, General MacArthur provoked a
second incident on August 28 by critizing the Admin
istration’s "hands-off Formosa" policy in a message
sent to the Veterans of Foreign Wars convention.

Even

though MacArthur said that the message v/as "most care
fully" prepared "to fully support the President’s
policy position,

his emphasis on Formosa for the

defense of the free nations in rhe Pacific aroused
Truman's anger.

Only several days before MacArthur's

message to the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Truman
Administration, through Ambassador Warren Austin, indi
cated its basic stand towards Formosa.

This position

was contradictory to MacArthur's, and the Administra-*
6
8
1

■^ MacArthur, Reminiscences, p. 3^1; also Lowitt,
The Truman-MacArthur Controversy, p . 9•
^MacArthur, Reminiscences, p, 34-1.
186

Ibid., p . 388.
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tion immediately considered MacArthur's message as a
studied public insult of the Administration's past and
present Asian policy.
Austin's letter of August 25, sent to the Uni
ted Nations Secretary-General Trygve Lie, said that
the United States would act impartially both to the
forces on Formosa and to those on the mainland since
its legal status cannot be fixed until an international
action would be taken to determine its future.

The

letter also said that the Chinese Government was
"asked by the Allies to take the surrender of the
Japanese forces on the island," and that was the "rea1OO
son the Chinese were there."
By not taking a firm
stand to support Nationalist China but presenting a

^Truman, Years of Trial and Bone, pp. 354-55;
also Whitney, MacArthur, p. 380; and also Higgins,
Korea and the Fall of HacArthur, p. 39*
For text, see Lowitt, The Truman-MacArthur
Controversy, p. 12. Austin's statement is, however,
incorrect.
At the Cairo Conference, on December 1,
1943, President Franklin Roosevelt, Generalissimo
Chiang Kai-shek, and Prime Minister Winston Churchill
agreed that "Japan shall be stripped of all islands in
the Pacific which she had seized or occupied since the
beginning of the World War I in 1914, and that all the
territories Japan has stolen from the Chinese, such as
Manchuria, Formosa, and the Pescadores, shall be re
stored to the Republic of China." For text of the
Cairo Conference, see H. L. Trefousse, The Cold War:
A Book of Documents, (New York: Capricorn Books
Edition, 1966),' pp. 9-10.
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possibility that Red China might take Formosa, it
certainly contradicted MacArthur’s statement which
read "nothing could be more fallacious than the
threadbare argument by those who advocate appeasement
and defeatism in the Pacific that if we defend For
mosa v/e alienate continental Asia. . . .
Disturbed and distressed by this incident,
Truman considered relieving General MacArthur from
his command and replacing him with General Bradley."^0
After a thought, however, he wired MacArthur to with
draw the message.

MacArthur obeyed the order, but

since the publication had already been printed, it was
not stopped.

The second skirmish between the Admin

istration and the General passed, giving no side
victory.
MacArthur's spectacular victory over the North
Korean Army during September and October overshadowed
past disagreements between him and the Administration.
Heavily intoxicated by the success of the Inchon
landing, the Joint Chiefs of Staff agreed to advance
beyond the Thirty-eighth Parallel and unite Korea as

•^^HacArthur Hearings, p. 3189*
^ ^Higgins, Korea and the Fall of MacArthur,
p. 40.
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a means of eliminating renewed danger of aggression.
Although they directed MacArthur to use only Republic
of Korea's forces beyond the Parallel, they later
approved MacArthur's message that stated the use of
allied forces was a military necessity.

Allied troops

met little resistance as they advanced toward the
north.
As MacArthur was leading such a spectacular
success in advancing toward the north, Truman decided
to meet the General either at Honolulu or Wake Island.
Generously enough, Truman gave MacArthur a choice of
the meeting places from the above mentioned, and the
General chose the latter.

According to the President,

he wanted, by this conference, to have "first-hand
information" of the Korean War, to prevent future con
flict between the Administration and MacArthur, and
to promote the relationship between them.
Regardless of what has motives were,

191

the

meeting was cordial, and all hatchets seemed to be

^"^General MacArthur suspected the motives of
the President.
He said that the President already
had the General's view and that no "fresh questions"
were asked during the meeting.
In this respect, many
pro-MacArthur accounts charge that Truman provided
this conference in order to link MacArthur's success
with the oncoming Congressional election to help
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buried by it at least for a while.

The President put

the Distinguished Service Medal on MacArthur, and the
two shook hands, bidding farewell.
remained friendly.

Then Washington

Yet, soon after the meeting be

tween the two, there came a growing sign of Chinese
intervention, and dissatisfaction between Washington
and Tokyo grew larger and larger.
As the evidence of the Chinese Communists' in
tervention in the Korean War became clearer during
early November, General MacArthur, insisting that China
was already in the war as far as it could get, asked
the Joint Chiefs of Staff to authorize the bombing of
bridges over the Yalu to prevent further transfer of
Communist forces.

He also asked the Joint Chiefs of

Staff permission to be engaged in "hot pursuit."

This

appeal was, hoi\/ever, disapproved by the allies when
Secretary of State Acheson took the matter to them for
their approval.
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Thus, informed of the decision,

Secretary of Defense Marshall wrote MacArthur:*
2
9
1

fellow Democrats. There are many controversies con
cerning the contents discussed at the meeting— both
sides give almost entirely different accounts of it.
192
y MacArthur’s appeal for permission to be en
gaged in "hot pursuit" was approved by the Joint Chiefs
of Staff and the President, for it was militarily
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. . . we all realize your difficulty in fighting_a desperate battle . . . under necessary
limiting conditions. . . . However, this ap
pears to be unavoidable
since it affects
an international problem. ^
It was the dilemma that MacArthur and the Ad
ministration could not solve in a friendly way.

If

the Administration could not go along with MacArthur's
demands even after they understood its necessity,
MacArthur also could not go along with the Administra
tion without frustration, even though he understood
the Administration's p o s i t i o n . B e i n g situated in
entirely different surroundings, both of them put
their considerations first:

while the Administration

imposed restrictions on MacArthur since the Allies did
ask them, MacArthur, since they made Allied military
action too ineffective, felt much frustration over
these restrictions.

necessary for successful fight. Yet, when Secretary
A.cheson took the matter to the allies, it was re
jected and the question of "hot pursuit" was dropped
forever.
■'■'^Whitney, MacArthur, p. 409.
^MacArthur told Truman at the Wake Island
Conference that he understood the President's con
sideration over the European situation, and that it
would be possible to send one division from Korea to
Europe in January, 1951-
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Even though MacArthur constantly fought for a
freer hand for his strategy against Communist Chinese
forces, the Administration could not lift the re
strictions since it faced stronger pressure at the
United Nations.

Realizing the impossible condition

to earn a freer hand under the present situation,
MacArthur ordered an all-out assault on November 24
which brought disaster to the

A l l i e d - f o r c e s . 1 ^

With

in forty-eight hours after his order, Chinese Com
munist troops struck in force with over 200,000 men.
An entirely new war developed.

United Nations forces

were forced to retreat.
Being disastrously defeated, MacArthur re
ceived mounting criticism.

The man who v/as hailed

as a military genius after the successful Inchon
landing was now criticized as a military incompetent.

106
J

Thus, disheartened as he was, General Mac-

106
.
J"whether MacArthur thought the restrictions
would be lifted if his forces faced strong resistance
or not, is speculative.
Given military reverses,
MacArthur again asked the Joint Chiefs of -Staff per
mission to be engaged in "hot pursuit" and the right
to bomb the bridges over the Yalu and the Manchurian
railroad. Furthermore, he asked to use 50,000 to
60,000 Chinese Nationalist troops in Korea.
1

Of,

-/°See Chapter IV, pp. 80-82 of this thesis.
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Arthur issued a series of statements to prominent
newsmen and publications between November 30 and
December 5 which, in effect, told the American public
that Washington's policy of confining the war to
Korea was an important cause of the defeat and pos
sibly a critical obstacle to United Nations victory.
The restriction against air retaliation on Chinese
Communist cities and bases, he told U.S. News and
World Report, was "an enormous handicap, v/ithout
precedent in military history. "-*-97
Disturbed and embarrassed by HacArthur's public
comments, the Joint Chiefs of Staff sent a message to
restrain MacArthur from any further criticism.
No speech, press release or other public state
ment concerning foreign policy should be re
leased until it has received clearance from
the Department of Defense.
No speech, press release or other state
ment concerning military policy should be re
leased until it has received clearance from the
Department of Defense. ^

1 "MacArthur's Own Story: an Interview with
the U.N. Commander in Chief," U.S, News and World Re
port, Vol. XXIX, No. 23 (December 8, 1950), pp. 16-17.
complete text, see MacArthur Hearings,
p. 3536. Though it was worded to include a wide
range of key officials responsible for carrying out
government programs and policies, the target v/as ob
viously Mac Arthur, v/ho had released speeches, press
releases, and other statements v/ithout receiving clear
ance from the Department of Defense.
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December of 1950 was the disastrous month for
the Allies, and MacArthur, engaged in a constant with
drawal, had no new incident to renew his attack.

On

this dreadful condition, the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
fearful of the outbreak of another World War, sent in
late December a message to MacArthur that indicated
their desire to withdraw from Korea if his troops
were forced back to the vicinity of the Kum River.
The Joint Chiefs of Staff thought that the Chinese
Communists possessed the capability of forcing the
United Nations forces out of Korea unless they were
faced by substantial United States forces -to that
area, and in their opinion, Korea was "not the place
to fight a major war."

Thus the Joint Chiefs of Staff

directed MacArthur to modify his position concentrating
on the defense of Japan. 199
Reading this message in utter dismay, MacArthur
carried on a running argument v/ith the President and
the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

He flatly disagreed with

the restrictions against air strikes north of the Yalu
River, and said that if the United Nations could:
(1) blockade the coast of China; (2) destroy
through naval gunfire and air bombardment

■^^For text, see Leckie, Conflict, pp. 24-5-4-6.
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China's industrial capacity to wage war;200
(3) secure reinforcements from the Nation
alist garrison in Formosa to strengthen our
position in Korea if we decided to continue
the fight for that peninsula; and (4) release
existing restrictions upon the Formosan garri
son for diversionary action against vulnerable
areas of the Chinese mainland,^01 . . . we
could severely cripple and largely neutralize
China's capability to wage aggressive war and
thus save Asia from the engulfment otherwise
facing it. . . . This course of action has been
rejected in the past for fear of provoking
China into a major war effort, but . . . now
. . . China's commitment . . . has already been
fully and unequivocably made and . . . nothing
we can do would further aggravate the- situation
as far as China is concerned.
With respect to the Soviet Union, MacArthur
wrote:

General MacArthur believed that Communist
China lacked the air power to reply to any American
bombing of her Manchurian sanctuary with a similar as
sault against the American bases in Japan. The Gen
eral also doubted whether the Soviet Union was obliged
to aid Communist China under the terms of her Mutual
Defense Treaty of 1950 with Peiping.
In fact, Mac
Arthur believed that Chinese and Russian interests were
naturally so antagonistic that he doubted whether Ameri
can bombing of the jointly operated Sino-Russian Chinese
Eastern Railway, which led to Russian-held Port Arthur,
would precipitate a Soviet counteraction. MacArthur
Hearings, pp. 249-55.
2 0 1 ^ 6 Third and Fourth Field Armies of Red
China which were stationed in South China were trans
ferred to the Korean battlefield, leaving the area
vulnerable. MacArthur wanted to prevent further re
lease of Red Chinese troops in Korea, and hoped to tie
them in South China by threatening them with Nation
alist troops.
^ 2Leckie, Conflict, pp. 145-47.
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. . . a Soviet decision to precipitate a gen
eral war would depend solely upon the Soviet’s
°wn estimate of relative strengths and capa
bilities with little regard to other
factors. . . .2Up
Then, he continued:
. . . evacuation of our forces from Korea under
any circumstances would at once release that
bulk of the Chinese forces nov; absorbed by that
campaign for action elsewhere— quite probably
in areas of far greater importance than Korea
itself. . . .
I understand thoroughly the demand for
European security and fully concur in doing
everything possible in that sector, but not to
the point of accepting defeat any vinere else—
an acceptance which I am sure could not fail
to ensure later defeat in Europe i t s e l f . ^
Receiving MacArthur's message, the Joint Chiefs of
Staff replied:
. . . a naval blockade off the coast of China
would require negotiations with the British in
view of the extent of British trade with China
through Hong Kong; naval and air attacks on ob
jectives in Communist China probably can be
authorized only if the Chinese Communists at
tack United States forces outside of Korea and
decision must wait that eventuality. Favorable
action cannot be taken on the proposal to ob
tain Korean reinforcements from the Chinese
Nationalists' garrison on Formosa, in view of
the improbability of their decisive effect on
the Korean outcome and their probable greater
usefulness elsewhere. . . . In the light of the
foregoing and after full consideration of all
pertinent factors you are directed to defend in
successive positions . . . inflicting maximum

20hbid., p. 247.
20h b i d .
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damage to hostile forces in Korea, subject to
primary consideration of the safety of your
troops and your basic mission of protecting
Japan.
Should it become evident in your judg
ment that evacuation is essential to avoid
severe losses of men and material, you will at
that time withdraw from Korea to Japan.205
His plea for a change in national policy
brushed aside, his arguments for extending the war
against China countered— with the suggestion, at
least to him, that British profits in Hong Kong pre
cluded a naval blockade— and reminded of his "primary
mission" which was to defend Japan, but the distaste
ful decision as to whether or not to accept evacua
tion— defeat, that would be— was thrown in his "own
lap," General MacArthur angrily demanded "clarifica
tion" of the entire Korean situation.
There is no doubt but that a beachhead line can
be held by our existing forces for a limited
time in Korea, but this could not be accom
plished without losses. V/hether such losses
were regarded as "severe" or not would to a
certain extent depend upon the connotation one
gives the term. . . . The troops are tired from
a long and difficult campaign, embittered by
the propaganda which has falsely condemned their
courage and fighting quality in a misunderstood
retrograde maneuver, and their morale will be
come a serious threat to their battle effi
ciency unless the political basis . . . is
quickly delineated and fully understood. . . .
The issue really boils down to the
question whether or not the United States in-

205 Ibid., p. 248.
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tends to evacuate Korea, and involves a deci
sion of highest national and international im
portance, far above the competence of a theater
commander guided largely by incidents affecting
the tactical situation developing upon a very
limited field of action. Nor is it a decision
which should be left to the initiative of enemy
action, which in effect would be the determining
criteria under a I'easonable interpretation of
your message. My query therefore amounts to
this: is it the present objective of United
States political policy to maintain a military
position in Korea indefinitely, for a limited
time, or to minimize losses by the evacuation
as soon as it can be accomplished?^^
This query, together with the first message critical
of national policy, produced another special session
of the National Security Council on January 13, and
resulted in President Truman's decision to write a
long and personal message to MacArthur.
I wish in this telegram to let you have my
views as to our basic national and interna
tional purposes in continuing the resistance
to aggression in Korea. We need your judgment
as to the maximum effort which could reason
ably be expected from the United Nations forces
under your command to support the resistance to
aggression which we are trying rapidly to or
ganize on a world-wide basis. . .
In the first place, a successful resistance in Korea
would demonstrate that "aggression will not be ac
cepted by us or by the United Nations . . . "

205Ibid., pp. 249-50.
207Ibid., p. 250.

and it
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would "deflate the dangerously exaggerated political
and military prestige of Communist China which now
threatens to undermine the resistance of non-Communist
it208
Asia.
On the other hand,
our course of action at this time should be
such as to consolidate the great majority of
the United Nations. This majority is not mere
ly part of the organization but is also the
nations whom we would desperately need to count
on as ALlies in the event the Soviet Union
moves against us. Further, pending the build
up of our national strength, we must act with
great prudence in so far as extending the area
of hostilities is concerned. . . .
We recognize . . . that continued re
sistance might not be militarily possible with
the limited forces with which you are being
called upon to meet large Chinese armies.
Further, in the present world situation, your
forces must be preserved as an effective in
strument for the defense of Japan and else
where. However, . . . if we must withdraw
from Korea, it must be clear to the world that
that course is forced upon us by military
necessity and that we shall not accept the re
sult politically or militarily until the
aggression has been rectified.
For the next two months after President
Truman's message of January 13, General MacArthur,
while continuing to struggle for a freer hand in
Korea, was less explosive in public.

2Q8Ibid., p. 231.
2Q9Ibid., pp. 251-52.

Kis protests
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against the enemy's "privileged sanctuary" were gen
erally addressed to the Joint Chiefs of Staff only.
On February 21, he asked for permission to bomb Najin,
which the Chinese Communists were using for a supply
center.

It was, however, denied on the grounds that

Najin was too close to Soviet territory.

On March 1,

the request of MacArthur's Far Eastern Air Force to
bomb the generating plants on the Yalu River frontier
of China was disapproved.
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The strong-willed General did not keep his
silence any longer.

He never abandoned his conviction

that anything less than forceful retaliation against
China was appeasement which only postponed that show
down fight in Asia which he believed inevitable.

He

bitterly resented being called upon to fight, in the
closing moments of his illustrious career, a war he
could not win.

Thus, in March, he thoroughly re

opened the issue as the survived Eighth Array was
driving back toward the Thirty-eighth Parallel, de
stroying thousands of Communist troops.

MacArthur

thought that it v/as the best moment to renew his rail

pi oMacArthur

Hearings, p. 34-51; also Higgins,
Korea and the Fall of MacArthur, p. 105.
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for "vital decisions" on the governmental level to
meet the problem raised by Red China's intervention
in the Korean War.
Under this assumption, MacArthur issued a state
ment at a press conference held at Suwon airstrip on
March 7, a few hours after the Eighth Army had jumped
off in its renewed offensive.
Assuming no diminution of the enemy's flow of
ground forces and material to the Korean battle
area, a continuation of the existing limitation
upon our freedom of counteroffensive action,
and no major additions to our organizational
strength, the battle lines cannot fail in time
to reach a point of theoretical military stale
mate. Thereafter our further advance would
militarily benefit the enemy more than it would
ourselves. . . .
Vital decisions have yet to be made—
decisions far beyond the scope of the authority
vested in me as the military commander, deci
sions which are neither solely political nor
solely military, but which must provide on the
highest international levels an answer to the
obscurities which now becloud the unsolved
problems raised by Red China's undeclared war
in Korea.211
Two days later MacArthur pressed his campaign for a
freer hand with an ever clearer statement of his
views.

In a message responding to a question sub

mitted by the president of the United Press, Hugh
Baillie, MacArthur said:

PI 1

Poats, Decision in Korea, pp. 156-58; also
Leckie, Conflict, pp. 165-66.
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The problem of future strategy involved requires
much more fundamental decisions than are within
my authority or responsibility to make as the
military commander— decisions which must not ig
nore the heavy cost in Allied blood which a prog
tracted and indecisive campaign would e n t a i l . ^
Then on March 24, MacArthur went further by
dropping his bombshell as a special press release just
before he departed Tokyo on a flight to Korea.

The

statement said:
. . . Of even greater significance than our
tactical success has been the clear revelation
that this new enemy, Red China . . . lacks the
.industrial capacity to provide adequately many
critical items essential to the conduct of
modern war. . . .
By the result of this weakness of our enemy,
. . . a decision of the United Rations to de
part from its tolerant effort to contain the
war to the area of Korea through expansion of
our military operations to his coastal areas
and interior bases would doom Red China to the
risk of imminent military collapse.
. . . The Korean nation and people which
have been so cruelly ravaged must not be sac
rificed. That is the paramount concern.
Apart from the military area of the problem
where the issues are resolved in the course of
combat, the fundamental questions continue to
be political in nature and must find their
answer in the diplomatic sphere.
Within the area of my authority as mili
tary commander, however, it should be needless
to say I stand ready at any time to confer in
the field with the commander-in-chief of the
enemy forces in an earnest effort to find any

212

Poats, Decision in K o r e a , p. 159.
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military means whereby the realization of the
political objectives of the U.N. in Korea.
This bombshell statement aroused Washington's
indignation.

The State Department hurriedly released

a statement saying that General MacArthur had gone be
yond responsibilities as a field commander and that
the diplomatic issues involved were still being
handled by intergovernmental consultations.

The

Administration and allied diplomats felt that MacArthur had deliberately scuttled their plans for a new
cease-fire attempt by presenting the Chinese with a
virtual ultimatum which was certain to be rejected.
Greatly disturbed, President Truman has written:

"By

this act MacArthur left me no choice— I could no
longer tolerate his insubordination.

^

Perhaps so,

but the President did not act at all rapidly.

He

merely instructed the Joint. Chiefs of Staff to silence
MacArthur for good with the following message:
FROM JCS PERSONAL FOR MACARTHUR
The President has directed that your attention
be called to his order transmitted 6 December
1950. In view of the information given you 20

^■^Leckie, Conflict, pp. 267-68.

pih

MacArthur Hearings, pp. 34-3-4-4-; also Higgins,
Korea and the Fall of MacArthur, p. 110; also Goodrich,
Korea: a Study of U.S. Policy in the U.N., p. 170.
^^Truman, Years of Trial and Hope, p. 4-4-2.

131

March 1951 any further statements by you must
be coordinated as prescribed in the order of
December.
The President has also directed that in
the event Communist military leaders request
an armistice in the field, you immediately rer
port that fact to the JGS for instructions.
By this message the President showed his ut
most patience with the General; the gag, unfortunately,
was applied too late.

Before MacArthur received the

message from the Joint Chiefs of Staff, he had written
to Representative Joseph Martin in response to
Martin's request for comment on his February 12 speech
which attacked the President's policy of limited war
and demanded "opening a second front in Asia" by
sending Chiang Kai-shek's Nationalist troops into
battle on the Chinese mainland.

217
'

On April 5,

MacArthur's reply was read by Martin on the floor of
the House of Representatives.
My views and recommendations, with respect to
the situation created by the Red Chinese entry
into v/ar against us in Korea, have been sub
mitted to Washington in most complete detail.
Generally these views are well known and
clearly understood, as they follow7 the con
ventional pattern of meeting force v/ith maxi
mum counter-force as we have never failed to
do in the past. Your view with respect to the2
7
6
1

216Ibid., p. A43.
217
'MacArthur had wrritten to Representative
Martin on March 20, and received the message from the
Joint Chiefs of Staff on March 2A.
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utilization of the Chinese forces on Formosa
is in conflict witji neither logic nor this
tradition. . . .
MacArthur's letter to Representative Martin
v/as regarded by Truman as a direct challenge to his
authority as Commander-in-Chief of the nation's Armed
Forces.

In addition, the President thought that Gen

eral MacArthur's words indicated his "inability to
give his v/holehearted support of the United States
Government and of the United Nations in matters per
taining to his official duties."

Thus, the question of

MacArthur's dismissal v/as discussed at several secret
conferences which were held from April 6 to April
All conferees agreed that MacArthur should be released
from his duty by turning all responsibility at once to
General Ridgeway.

The final decision was made.

The

year-long conflict between the Administration and
MacArthur had ended by a sudden announcement from the
White House at one o'clock in the morning on April 11,
1951*

"With deep regret,

...

I /Truman/ have re

lieved General MacArthur of his commands and have
designated Lieutenant General Matthew B. Ridgev/ay as
his successor."

218

MacArthur, Reminiscences, pp. 439-40.

CHAPTER VI
EPILOGUE
A controversy often presents extreme and con
trasting emotional views*

Especially when it still

is a contemporary matter, it becomes harder to assess
with an objective view.

Without exception, the

Truman-MacArthur controversy presents extreme and con
trasting views:

sometimes the viev/s are emotional,

often they are partisan.

Ruled by their personal or

partisan standpoint, they dramatize the controversy,
blinding eyes of many people who try to search for
the truth.
There are actually, however, not as many dif
ferences between the Truman and MacArthur views as
are generally supposed, and these differences are
more a matter of degree than of kind.

Both men hated

war and sought peace, and both men were not willing to
capitulate to the Communists as a price for peace.
The fundamental difference between them, however, was
that Truman refused to shoulder the awful responsi
bility of perhaps starting a third v/orld war by in
volving himself in the conflict with Red China while
MacArthur was willing to risk a bigger war to prevent
a future world conflict.

In consequence, the degree

or

attitude to carry on their objectives produced

small collisions, and the accumulation of these col
lisions, each adding its own drama to the former,
pictured the conflicts larger and bigger than their
actual size.
With the development of means of rapid commu
nication and transportation, existing gaps between
the several continental land masses have narrowed.
Ocean barriers in themselves have ceased to offer an
assured degree of protection for continental shores,
ultimately bringing the idea of isolationism to death
Furthermore, becoming a world power in this century,
the United States has gradually slid into v/orld af
fairs.

Seeing the potentiality of the danger which

might lead the v/orld to hostile hands, she v/as not
able to dissociate herself from the affairs of Europe
and Asia.

As a consequence, despite a strong nos

talgia to her tradition of isolationism, which had
kept her free from disastrous wars on the continent,
off and on she abandoned the policy of isolationism
and plunged herself into v/orld affairs.
The United States involvement in Korea was one
of the cases.

As the Communists invaded South Korea,

the United States reacted promptly and positively.
She presented the case at the United Nations, asking
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support to halt the aggression.

She herself contrib

uted most of the forces and materials to challenge
the aggressors, and she provided the United Nations
Commander-in-Chief in Korea to carry on the campaign.
She planned and directed war strategies.
While the United States was commanding this
task, she met several delicate problems which Presi
dent Truman and General MacArthur could not agree with
all the way.

By the development of the situation, the

depth of differences between them grew, ultimately
pushing them to the point where only a showdown could
stop further collisions.
At the beginning of the Korean War, the Truman
Administration and MacArthur thought that Korea
should be united under one government.

In late July,

the Administration decided that the United Nations
could not call the job finished when it had driven the
Communist army only out of South Korea, and began a
219
quiet campaign of private persuasion.
Then on
August 17, Warren Austin, Chief United States dele
gate to the United Nations, openly declared that the
United Nations' obligation was to enforce the General

219 Poats, Decision in Korea, p. 73*

136

Assembly decision of 19^7-194-9 to unify Korea under a
single, freely elected government.220
Along with the Administration’s attitude, Gen
eral MacArthur also regarded the Thirty-eighth Paral
lel as having lost all significance as a political
boundary when the North Koreans first trampled it by
attacking South Korea on June 25.

ppi

The degree of

their belief, however, showed their differences when
the Chinese Communists intervened in the Korean War.
The Administration modified its attitude, unlike
MacArthur, and decided to remain under the Thirtyeighth Parallel.

With this, MacArthur did not go

along.
As the Korean War progressed, another possible
conflict came to its head.

The Truman Administration

had been a long time under political attack over the
loss of mainland China:

many regarded it as a com

plete failure of the Administration's foreign policy
in Asia.

While this attack still went on, the Korean

War broke out, and it put Formosa under MacArthur*s re
sponsibility.

Thus, MacArthur, on July 30, visited2
*

22°Ibld., pp. 73-74-.
221Ibid., p. 75-
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Formosa to see the "military situation'1 of the island.
Whether he only discussed with Chiang Kai-shek the
military problems of the island during his visit or
not, his critics charged that MacArthur was trying to
make policy, failing to draw the line between military
and political affairs.

Despite a statement from

MacArthur to clarify his position by explaining the
character of his visit to Formosa, it contained the
initial gap between the Administration and MacArthur.
So far yet, the Administration and MacArthur
agreed that the use of the Chinese Nationalist troops
was unadvisable.

They feared that if they-accepted

the offer of the Nationalist troops, they would likely
seem to invite Communist China into the conflict.

It

was an excellent argument, and a very cautious deci
sion.

Nevertheless, Communist China neglected the

United States intention to confine its campaign only
in Korea, and sent their troops to Korea.

As this

situation happened, MacArthur modified his position
by arguing that since the United Nations forces al
ready met Communist China's maximum war effort in
Korea, the Allies should extend their war effort ac
cordingly.

He requested of Washington that the Chines

coast be blockaded, that the restrictions on air recon
naissance of China's coastal area and of Manchuria be
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removed, and that restrictions on the forces of
Nationalist China, with logistic support to contrib
ute to their effective operations against the common
enemy, be ended.
These suggestions, however, met strong pro
test.

Under the specter of World War III, Americans

were dismayed, frustrated, and angry.

Western Europe,

looking eastward toward Moscow for the final stroke,
was haunted by a fear that, in retaliating against
China,' the "impetuous Americans" would plunge the
world into atomic war.

Having faced already so much

criticism of the use of atomic bombs in Japan, the
Truman Administration was not willing to risk another
possibility of the use of the mighty weapon.
The hour demanded a scapegoat, and the "im
perious" five-star general in Tokyo fitted the speci
fication.

The Administration modified its position

toward, the Korean War, and MacArthur's order of "endthe-war" offensive was changed as if the only factor
which brought the Communist Chinese intervention.
Still hoping against hope that the Chinese could be
cajoled into a bargain on Korea, some European diplo
mats and newspapers attacked both MacArthur's military
judgment and his alleged political indiscretions.
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While the gap between the Truman Administra
tion and the Allies became narrower after the TrumanAttlee conference in Washington, the gap between the
Administration and MacArthur was widened.

Dis

heartened by the defeat in the battlefield, surrounded
by critics, MacArthur made a series of interviews.

He

complained of the restrictions imposed upon him, and
tried to divide the responsibility of the failure
which entirely was put upon his shoulders alone.

In

time of war which had prevailed in the United States,
the field commander was given a task to perform with
great freedom in determining tactical means of doing
it.

MacArthur dreamed of the freedom which was no

longer possible in modern warfare.

He was frus

trated by the restrictions imposed upon him and spoke
out in his dissatisfaction.
Embarrassed by the situation, the Joint Chiefs
of Staff sent MacArthur a message that asked reppp
straint.
This message kept MacArthur in silence
for tv/o months.

But frustrated by the Administration's

almost-capitulating attitude toward negotiation,
MacArthur again broke his silence.

222

He thought that

Refer to Chapter V, p. 120, of this thesis.
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the Administration precluded a United States bluff or
threat to employ every possible means to put the Com
munists down.

The General, who enjoyed a great pres

tige and a reputation for professional skill and in
dependence, could no longer remain having his hands
tied.

He raised his voice higher and higher against

the soft attitude of the Administration toward nego
tiation.
If MacArthur was thinking of the civilianmilitary relationship in time of war, Truman was not
forgetting the civilian authority to control the mili
tary.

Since MacArthur did not resign his office in

his dissatisfaction, he was, by all means, one of the
President's subordinates.

When these two collided,

the outcome was no exception.

The President, as

Commander-in-Chief, dismissed the General, burying
the General's proposal to end the war in Korea in the
dark.

If MacArthur's proposal had been pursued, there

would have been some other outcome, better or worse,
which we could never be able to tell in a positive
language.

Everything was a calculated risk.

And the

President and the Administration followed their way
to the best.
In many respects, the Truman Administration
followed a safer way to prevent a third world war.
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Korea has boundaries with China across the Yalu and
Turnan Rivers for 500 miles and with the Soviet Union
for a distance of approximately eleven miles along
the lower reaches of the Tuman River.

Besides, the

Soviet Union undoubtedly instigated the Korean War
through her influence in North Korea.

Thus, the

Truman Administration could not ignore the possibility
of the Soviet Union's intervention in the Korean War.
Under this condition, the Administration had no choice
but to dismiss General MacArthur if it could not go
along with MacArthur's proposals.
Although many Koreans understood the Truman Ad
ministration's willingness to remain under the Thirtyeighth Parallel, they generally regreted the decision.
As the secession of the Southern States in 1860
seemed wrong to President Lincoln and the Northerners,
the division of Korea at the Thirty-eighth Parallel
seemed wrong to the Koreans.

As President Lincoln

did not hesitate to use forces to bring the Southern
States into the Union, the Koreans were willing to
sacrifice their lives to unite their country.

As a

consequence, they did not hesitate to support
MacArthur's plan to pursue the war to victory or to
surrender rather than to go on "indefinitely, neither
to win nor to lose, in that stalemate."
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The Korean War, however, possessed a des
tination which was unequal to the United States Civil
War.

While the Americans fought their Civil War with

their own forces alone, the Koreans had to rely on
foreign support.

Having no immediate interest that

would be created by the division of the country, the
Allies did not see the Korean problem as the Koreans
saw it.

Ultimately, the outcome was obvious, and the

Koreans, being unable to handle the problem v/ithout
Allied support, had no choice but to accept it as their
destiny.
Regardless.of its situation, however, the
darling memory of the Old Soldier, who was recalled
by his government after much frustration in the
Korean battlefield, will never fade away from the
hearts of the Koreans.

/
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should be "perpetual peace and friendship" between the United States and
Korea, The American people have never deviated from this pledge and you
may rely upon the invincible continuance' of that friendship.
"President Rhcc, you and the distinguished-group which has been
chosen to assist you in the leadership of this infant Republic will face
issues of the nest complex nature known to political experience. The
manner in which these issues are resolved will determine in largo measure
not only the unity and wellbeing of your own people but also the future
stability of the continent of Asia, I have faith in you and your
countrymen and pray that Almighty God nay sustain you in your hallowed
task,"

DOUGLAS MacARTHUR.
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29 September 1950 •

ueneral PacArthur gave the following speech in Seoul, Korea or. 29 Septem
ber 1950, at tne ceremony returning the Government of the Republic of Korea to
Seoul:
11- Y the grace of a merciful Providence our forces fighting under the
standard of that greatest hope and inspiration of mankind, the United Nations,
have liberated this ancient capital city of Korea. It has been freed from
the despotism of Communist rule and its citizens once more have the opportunity
to live under that immutable concept of life which holds invincibly to the
primacy of individual liberty and personal dignity.
"The ravage of war which has beer, visited upon your land, Ur. President,
by those forces of evil ’which seek to subvert the spiritual qualities of
modern civilization, has been viewed with universal concern and distress.
And fifty-three nations of the earth rose up in righteous wrath and indig
nation and pledged their full effort toward your relief. Such was the
, spiritual revulsion against the march of imperialistic Communism seeking the
conquest, exploitation, and enslavement of others. It reflects an invincible
union of men and ideals against which no material weapons could long prevail
and while inevitably force must meet force it offers hope for the ultimate
peaceful triumph of that spiritual quality without which the human mind .cannot
produce sound and enduring ideas. It is through the spirit that re must save
the flesh.
"In behalf of the United Nations Command, I am happy to restore to you,
President, the seat of your government that from it you may the better
fulfill your constitutional responsibilities. It is my fervent hcpe that a
beneficent Providence will give you and all of your public officials the
wisdom and strength tc meet your perplexing problems in a spirit of benevolence
and justice, that from the travail of the past there may emerge a new and
hopeful dawn-rfor- the people of Korea.

Hr.

"In humble and devcut manifestation of gratitude to Almighty God for bring
ing this decisive victory to our arms, I ask that all present rise and join me
in reciting the Lord's Prayer:
:
"'Our Father which art, in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done in earth, as.it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
tread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we'forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the flory, forever and ever. Amen.'
"L'r. President, my officers and I will now resume our military duties ar.d
leave you and ycur government to the discharge of the civil responsibility."

"DOUGLAS ’'acAPTK
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K O R EA N E M B A S S Y
WASHINGTON, D. C.
December 13, 1967

Mr. Philip P. Brower
Director, Bureau of Archives
MacArthur Memorial
198 Bank Street
Norfolk, Virginia
Dear Mr. Brower:
With regard to use of letters written by
former President Syngman Rhee to General MacArthur by
Miss Clara Ha, I wish to inform you that this Embassy
cannot give approval for Miss Ha to view these docu
ments.
Our reluctance to allow them to be made public
i s
in compliance with instructions from the Government
in
Seoul. We feel that under present circumstances,
i t
is not advisable that the documents be disclosed to
the public.
Thanking you for your cooperation in this
matter, I remain,

Sincerely yours

Counselor

BUREAU OF ARCHIVES
198 Bank St.
Norfolk, Va. 23510
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December l£, 196?

Hiss Clara M. Ha
Kiewit Hall
Creighton University
Omaha, Nebraska 65131
Dear Miss Ha:
I have enclosed a copy of the reply of the Korean Embassy to your request
for access to the letters of Syngman Rhea. As you will see, the Korean Govern
ment does not wish -to have you see these letters. I am truly sorry about this,
X really am surprised with its decision. I fully expected your Government to
allow you to have access.
Although this holiday season is not the best time to notify you about this
matter, I thought you should be informed so that you can make changes in your
plan with regard to your thesis.
Despite this bad news, may you have a happy Christmas and New Year.
Sincerely yours,

Philip P. Brower
Director
Bureau of Archives

Enclosure
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miscalculated the American willingness to
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that the United States and the United Nations
would not have helped the South Korea.
(Shin, Kee-Shuk.) r'Jj^
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September, 1958, pp. 74-84.
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limited v/ar, but it is not likely to lead to
a total v/ar. The author believes that total
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One of the best v/ritten history books
of Korea. His interpretations are very well
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(Asia Academy Review,)
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