


THE CORRESPONDENCE OP SAINT CYPRIAN 
AS CONSOLATORY LITERATURE

BY
EDGAR M. KIRSCHENMANN

A THESIS

Submitted to the Faculty of the Graduate School of the 
Creighton University in Partial Fulfillment of 
the Requirements for the Degree of Master 

Of Arts in the Department of Latin

01‘tAKA, 1954



9 4 8 1 7



ACKNOWLEDGMENT

To my dear wife, Christino 
who patiently bore with a study
ing husband - and who gave gen
erously of her time and efforts 
to type this work.



1

s
10

id
32

52
52
57
61

64

65

TABLE OF CONTENTS

BIOGRAPHY ..............................

THE CORRESPONDENCE OF SAINT CYPRIAN
AS CONSOLATORY LITERATURE ..........

A. L e t t e r s with Little Consolation .
B. Letters with a Greater Portion

of Consolation
C. Letters Completely Consolatory • .

SUMMARY ................................
A, Nature of Consolation • • • • • •
B* Methods of Presenting Consolation.
C. Diction and Style
D. Success of Consolation ........  •

Conclusion *



I

BIOGRAPHY

Nothing is known of Saint Cyprian’s birthplace^ 
and only conjectures can be made concerning his family 
and early background.2 He was born about the year 
200 A.D. "Ueber Ort und Zeit der Geburt des Caecilius 
Cyprianus . . .  fehlen genauere Notizen. Sicher ist 
jedoch, dass Afrika seine Heimat, wahrscheinlich dass 
Karthago seine Geburtsstadt war."3 We do know that he 
was a teacher of rhetoric and had been well trained in 
that profession before his contact with Christianity.4-

About the year 246 A.D., under unknown circum
stances, he was converted to Christianity by a priest

^Benson, Edward White, D. D., D.C.L. Cyprian - 
His Life - His Times - His Work. (London, Macmillan, 
ls97): also. P. deLabriolle: Hfstoiri de la Littera- 
ture Latine Chretienne. (Paris, 1924) Belles-Lettres, 
p. 184.

2Encyclopedia Britannica, (Chicago, 1953) Vol.6 (Under heading;
^Schans. Martin. Roemische Litcratur Geschichte. 

Ill Tells (MuenJhen, I9I2 ) Par. 7W>,"p. 335.-----------
^Encyclopedia Britannica, On. cit.



called Caecilianus. Originally named "Thascius Cypri- 
anus", he seems to have adopted also the name of this 
priest, becoming Thascius Caecilius Cyprianus.5

His training and profession had fitted him well 
for the position into which, while still a novice, he 
was called by popular acclaim scarcely three years 
after becoming a Christian; that of Bishop of Carthage*6 
He was endowed with a "powerful memory, and a classi- 
ficatory mind,"?

It does not appear that Cyprian was primarily 
interested in theology or doctrinal refinement, but 
rather with reformation in a seriously disorganized 
church, and with problems of organization* "The 
Charismata of Administration, helps, govemments-

2

^Benson, Qp. cit.. 1,1, 1, footnote 3«
^Mueller, Sister Mary Magdaleine, O.S.F., Ph.D. 

and Deferrari, Roy J., Ph. D., Life of Saint Cyprian
a ' .. * .the favor of men he was chosen for the office of the 
priesthood and the rank of bishop when still a neophyte 
and considered a novice,"

md Deferrari, Roy J., Ph. D., Life of Saint Cyprian 
)y Pontius, Early Christian Biographies, The Fathers of 
;he Church, (1952) (5), 9. "that by God»s judgment and

7'Benson, Op . cit. 1,1, 3.



3

these were his f i e l d . H e r e i n  his ability was soon to 
be tested.9 He was forced by prudence to leave Carthage 
in voluntary exile during the severe Decian persecution 
in 250.1°

"The exceptional character of the man, his 
mature and gentle wisdom, his vast knowledge, sagacity 
and diligence, and that rapid energy, so needed by the 
stagnant church"H were tried within the next few years. 
He was confronted with the problem of "The Lapsed" and 
their return to and acceptance by the Church. Under 
pressure from this problem, aggravated by defections of 3 * * * * * * * 11

3Ibxd. I, III, 17
9Schanz, Op. cit. Par, 706, p. 3351 "Als 

Bischof hatte Cyprian die Stellung gefunden, in der er
seine organisatorische begabung aufs schoenste ent- 
falten konnte."

10Freppel, Saint Cyprien. (Paris, 1390) p. 164.
°I1 jugea, et anec raison, qu’il en est d*une Eglise
comme d*une armee, on la mart d*un chef, quelque
heroique gu*on la suppose, pent devenir le signal dfune
defaite."

11Ibid.. I, VII, 25



his own presbyters (Fortunatus) and by the Hovatiad 
heresy at Some, as well as by threat of disunity 
throughout the church;12 he wrote treatises which 
clearly state his position.

On August 30, 257 he was sentenced to exile to 
Curubis, from which he was not to return until the per
secution had reached peaks of violence under Valerian 
and Gallien. Many of his parishioners were banished to 
the metal mines of Sigus in Numidia. To these he sent 
a most beautiful consolatory letter, Epistle LXXVT.

About the sixth of August of 256, word reached 
Cyprian regarding a new Rescript which marked for death 
among others, notables in government, especially all 
the. higher clergy. 13

On the twelfth of September both Cyprian and l

l2The Cambridge Ancient History, Vol. Ill, The 
Imperial Crisis and Recovery. (Macmillon, 1939.) Recog- 
nition of the libellu's “pacis, issued by martyrs, seemed 
to him an abuse of martyrdom. Supported by many of his 
clergy (Fortunatus et alii excepted) also by Rome and 
by synods in 25i and later. Relaxed in 253 by threat 
of new persecution, pp. 536 and 539.

l^Schanz, Op. cit. par. 649, p. 257#
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the proconsul arrived in Carthage. The bishop was 
haled to the hearing early on the thirteenth. The next 
morning, after a brief session of court, he was executed, 
not by the chief executioner, but by the Centurion near
by.1̂

Thus ended the ten-year career of a beloved 
Bishop, the first of Carthage and Africa, in Martyrdom. 
"He spoke as the oracles of God, he was essentially a 
Ruler, essentially a Comforter."1  ̂ One can wholeheart
edly agree with Benson when he says! "We have seen all 
along that Cyprian*s most brilliant characteristic was 
that he quickened anew every languishing organ of church 
life and inspired with fresh forces each doctrine which 
worldly peace was holding lightly,"1 *̂ and with St. 
Augustine, in reference to the last lines of the Epistle 
to Jubaian, "’peace bestowing utterances.*"1?

^Benson, Op . cit.. XI, pp. 505 and 50o.
Chanoine Bayard, in his introduction to the text of C.*s 
letters, pp. 3&~39 adds many minute details.

lgIbid.. XII, p. 523

l6IbidU VIII II, 1, p. 343
17Ibid. VIII, IV, 2, p. 425



6

Schanz statess "Auch warme Toene weiss er anzuschlagen, 
die in den Herzen fortklingen . • • sie sind salbungs-

There was a “querulous attitude of the pagan 
mind toward the Christians blaming them for any and all 
evils that beset it."19 The vast Roman Empire was being 
assailed alike by enemies without and within, Gauls and 
Franks from the north, Persians or Parthians from the 
East, Berbers from the South, all combined to make this 
era "the first death pangs of the Empire."2® We see 
the fruition of these deplorable conditions in the Decian 
persecution.

Dismay descended upon Carthage over this Edict 
which "required from everyone some simple test of un- 
christianity before a specified day. . . .  The Edict 
prescribed confiscation, banishment, mine-labour, im
prisonment with starvation as penalties, and tortures

•^Schanz, Op. cit. Par. 738 & 739, pp* 386 and 
387

^Sullivan, Rev. Daniel David, M.A. "The Life of 
the North Africans as Revealed in the Works of ’St'. 
Cyprian!" (1933.) V.A. 67

20Benson, Qp» cit. X, I, 1, p# 459



7

as the means of inquisition.”21

Cyprian’s Episcopal career was a continuous 
series of difficulties. For years the Plague had 
wrought havoc at intervals. It came again at this time. 
Then broke the persecution under Valerian in 257. "The 
Christians were to be parted from their chiefs, to give 
up their meetings and never to visit the cemeteries.”22 
Finally, the cruel Rescript in 258 in which specifically 
bishops were marked for death.23

Such were the prevailing conditions in which 
Saint Cyprian was called to labor. The Christians had 
their monitions of punishment for sins in the persecu
tions and trials of the times. What was needed is what 
Cyprian, by God’s grace, gave: Consolation, i.e. binding 
up the wounded and lifting the smitten and fallen.

21Benson, Op. cit. II, III, p. 75* cf. also 
Bayardi Introduction, pp. 14-15.

22genson, Op. cit. X, I, 1, p. 462.
2^Schanz, Op, cit. Par. 649, p. 257: "Es 

folgte daher bald ein zweites Edikt, in dem die Strafen 
verschaerft und abgestuft wurden.”



II

THE CORRESPONDENCE OF ST. CYPRIAN AS 
CONSOLATORY LITERATURE.

Merriam Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary, calls 
that consolatory which "lessens or alleviates grief or 
sorrow in, as by sympathy, aid, or encouragement, to 
bring from mental distress to a condition of content
ment or moderate happiness, to comfort, to cheer." 
Keeping in mind the sound advice of Goldsmith! "Pre
mature consolation is but the remembrancer of sorrow,"2^ 
a systematic approach becomes a necessity.

For the purposes of this investigation, only 
such statements, paragraphs, or whole letters will be 
admitted as consolatory evidence which can be shown by 
content, by specific statement, or by extremely obvious 
purpose, to be clearly intended for that end. It is 
possible to give consolation in an indirect manner and
unintentionally. For examples Cyprian’s letter and 
treatise on Baptism might be construed as consolatory

24Doble 
Oxfori^Snivers;Go.idfftaity Press, 1936).
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by those to whom baptism might offer a certain advan
tage. And, according to Webster*s definition, one 
criterion would be fulfilled; that of encouragement. 
The limits of what will be considered consolatory may 
be set down by the following conditions:

1. Were the addressees in grief, sorrow or mental 
distress?

2. Were the words spoken a direct effort to alle
viate some specific grief, sorrow or mental distress 
of a specific person, persons or groups of persons?

3* And, wherever possible, to observe: Was the 
alleviation accomplished as is in evidence by some 
statement from addressees?

By application of these rules, eleven letters 
are classifiable as consolatory. Four are totally so, 
four partially, and three contain a single statement 
or paragraph of this nature.

In order to enjoy to the fullest the beautiful 
and meaningful consolatory passages of these eleven 
letters, it is well to begin with those letters which 
contain the least amount and progress through those 
which contain more.



- - A -
LETTERS WITH LITTLE CONSOLATION 

Epistle V
For meek and humble in all things, as becomes 

the servants of God, we ought to yield to the 
times, and to have regard to quietness, and to take heed for the people.

1. These words were written about January 250 
to Cyprianfs clergy who had remained at Carthage while 
he was in voluntary exile during the first year of the 
Decian persecution. Bishops, being the spiritual 
leaders of a community, attracted attention because of 
the tendency of people to flock to them. Any gatherings 
by Christians were under suspicion at this time, es
pecially those around a bishop. It was wise for Cyprian 
to withdraw. His withdrawal created difficulties for 
the clergy who remained. Many who had lapsed came to 
the clergy to make confession, so many that new dangers 
and suspicions arose* Friends and relatives wished to 
visit those who were imprisoned, but such frequent 
visits also tended to arouse the anger of the persecutors. 
Here was a double problem which taxed the minds of the 
clergy.

2. Cyprian’s words are an effort to soothe and 
to advise. He thought it important to yield to the
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entreaties of those requesting confession. He suggests 
a procedure which would be slower but better in taking 
"heed for the people" than to hear confessions quickly 
and in large groups. Next the consolation: These times 
come from God. He is still the Almighty Ruler. "*We 
ought to yield to the times*, therefore, and be *meek 
and humble in all things*". By following his suggertion 
for hearing confessions the clergy is yielding to God.
The issue belongs to His Wisdom and Power.

3. No direct reply to this letter is preserved. 
Hence we cannot show that Cyprian*s counsel and conso
lation produced the desired effect. From other letters 
we observe that his mission was accomplished, for the 
clergy labored on in greater joy and steadfastness.

The essence of this brief consolation is found 
in the indirect and general reference to Scriptural 
doctrines. Cyprian urges his readers to be aware of 
the fact that the times are, though beyond their control, 
not out of control. They are under the direction and 
power of God. God is the Master and His priests are 
His servants. It is the nature of servants to trust in 
and to yield to the power of the master. In this
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case the Master is no ordinary one. Cyprian appeals 
to their Christian trust in the Master Who has all 
things under His power. And, having appealed to such 
trust, he knows they will again be comforted, consoled 
and made reliant upon Him Whose servants they are. The 
outcome of what they will do in this instance has the 
assurance of success because it depends not on the 
actions of the servants, but upon the power of the 
Master. Cyprian’s approach with this consolation is, 
therefore, to the faith of those whom he addresses.

The vehicle bearing this consolation; namely, the 
language, is simple but insinuating. It travels in the 
form of an exhortation, yet the reader is not in doubt 
as to the intention. The meaning is hidden but immed
iately discoverable. It is a kindly, unabrupt approach.

Epistle LXI

The selection is from paragraph number 3*
From the joy of your coming the brotherhood 

around you has begun to learn, what and how great 
gladness will follow, when Christ shall come, for 
since his Advent will soon draw nigh, a kind of 
picture has now gone before you, that, as John His 
forerunner, who prepared the way before Him, preach
ed that Christ was come; so now in the return of a
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bishop a confessor of the Lord and his priest, 
it appeareth that the Lord is also now returning.

1. At first glance our first rule might be 
thought to fall in this instance. In September of 253 
Lucius had been elected to the successorship of Cornel
ius to the chair of Bishop at Rome. He was immediately- 
banished. Probably under the influence of a Christian 
daughter-in-law, Valerian allowed Lucius to return.
How soon is not definitely known.25

In spite of the joy which must have filled the 
clergy and people at Lucius* return, Cyprian knew that 
there must still be some heaviness of heart. There was 
no indication by this return that the dread persecution 
was over.26

2. It is to assuage these discomforting thoughts 
that Cyprian turns attention to what he considers an 
obvious parallel in Lucius* return and that of the Lord’s; 
and, that no matter who or what, these days will soon

^Benson, Op. cit. VII, II p. 304 
26Ibid. VII, II. p. 305
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come to an end in the Lord’s return,

3* Again, we have no reply upon which decision 
can be made whether Cyprian’s words of consolation 
accomplished their purpose.

In essence there is found in this sentence 
very fine and abiding comfort. Their author requests 
his readers to consider the joy which accompanied the 
announcement of John the Baptist that the Christ was 
come. There was joy at that time because man’s ques
tions were answered and his depressed spirits were 
lifted. His spirits were depressed by the long delay in 
the fulfillment of his greatest joy, that of the assur
ance that God was with him and in His Christ he had full 
and free pardon for all his sins.

So, Cyprian would say, in Lucius’ return you 
have the answer to! "Will this strife and tribulation 
cease?" For, if the Father brings back one of His 
earthly sons, a priest; how much more will He not remem
ber to return His own Son to bring an end to all earthly 
suffering!

»
Again, there is no cause for depressed spirits.
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Your fondest hope, your most cherished desire, will 
also soon come to pass# By misery in this transitory 
world, man’s thoughts are turned to that other change
less world and his greatest joy will be to see heaven 
opened to his entrance# This, Cyprian says, is now 
your assurance, as well as that by this parallel you 
are also to learn that it will come soon#

Cyprian indulges in a classic form of imagery 
to bring the message of consolation he intended in this 
letter. The appeal is again in an indirect manner, yet 
somewhat more specific, to Scripture and faith in God’s 
love and promises# The joy in John the Baptist’s 
message and that joy which shall soon be their’s in 
Christ’s Advent is certainly analogous. They have a 
real basis for abiding consolation amid present-day, but 
fleeting, afflictions.

Epistle XVII.

Kow ye lament and grieve over the fall of our 
brethren, I know from myself, dearest brethren, who 
also lament and grieve with you for each of them, 
and suffer and feel what the blessed Apostle said; nvho is weak, and I am not weak? Who is offend
ed, and I burn not?” (II Cor. 11, 29) and again in 
his Epistle he writes, "whether one member suffer, 
all the members suffer with it; or one member
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rejoice, all the members rejoice with it."
I Cor* 12, 26) I too suffer and grieve for our 
brethren, who having lapsed and fallen prostrate 
under the violence of the persecution, have t o m  
away part of our bowels with them, and inflicted 
equal pain on us through their wounds; which the 
Divine mercy is able to remedy*

1* From the very words quoted there is every 
reason to believe that the addressees were in a state of 
grief and anguish of heart. They are addressed to the 
members of the Laity of his congregation who were stand
ing fast under the trials of persecution during his 
first absence. Some of them saw mother, father, brother, 
sister or bosom friends fall prey to the evil torments.

2. Here we have the implied purpose of conso
lation, though it may seem weak from the very meager 
statement: "which the Divine mercy is able to remedy." 
The recitation of what has happened, not only to them, 
but to all, is for no other purpose than to lead his 
readers to the consolation of that one clause.

3. There is no reply to this letter, neither 
could one be expected to be found. We have no other 
evidence that this very oblique word of consolation 
resulted in success.
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Two clauses! "I too suffer and grieve for the 
brethren;" and "which Divine mercy is able to heal", are 
intricately interjoined. The first is an argumentum ad 
hominen. The second is the more refined reference to 
Scripture* Yet, it was a consolation for these people 
to know and to feel that their Bishop had not risen so 
far from them that he would be out of sympathetic contacti
with them nor that he had fallen to such depths that his 
thoughts were upon his own miserable and unhappy condi
tion.

The second consolatory clause with its general 
reference to the Holy Scriptures is an appeal to the 
readers* faith that God knows all sorrow and grief 
and that He alone has the power to remedy. How often 
the sufferers of those times needed to be reminded of 
these facts and consoled by them is indicated again.

Reference has previously been made to the dual 
elements of consolation in this letter. It is signi
ficant that Cyprian, though dealing with believers, 
still considers himself and them human enough to deign 
to use also consolation based on human feeling. Herein 
he acknowledges St. Paul to be his example. To share
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experiences such as these is the mark of a true Bishop 
of souls, human souls. This is what endeared Cyprian 
to his flock and he uses it here in a very delicate 
manner.

- - B - -

Discussion will now be made of those letters 
which contain a greater portion of a consolatory nature, 
though probably still primarily intended for another 
purpose•

Epistle VI,

Part 1
Let no one think of death, but immortality; 

nor temporary affliction, but eternal glory; for 
it is written, "Precious in the sight of God is 
the death of His saints," (Ps, 116, 15) again,
"A broken spirit is a sacrifice to God; a broken 
e.jzd a contrive heart God doth not despise". (Ps, 
51, 1?)

Part 2
When therefore ye consider that ye are to judge 

and reign with Christ the Lord, ye must needs 
rejoice, and for joy of the future trample on 
present afflictions; knowing that from the be
ginning of the world it hath been so ordained, 
that righteousness should toil there amid conflict 
with the world. • • • Of which glory when we 
consider the brightness, it becomes us to bear with 
all afflictions and persecutions, because although



"many are the afflictions of the righteous, yet 
they are delivered out of them all, who trust in 
God." (Ps. 34, 19)

1. While still in exile sometime after 250, 
Cyprian heard that Sergius, Rogatianus and other con
fessors had been cruelly imprisoned. It is hardly 
needful to point out that these men were in distress 
and perhaps greatly in need of consolation. Certainly, 
they were in grave danger of death. Saintly indeed is 
the man who does not cringe at the thought of a violent, 
premature death.

2. Cyprian leaves us in no doubt as to his 
intention. He states that his purpose is to console 
these men in prison. "But let nothing then have place 
in your hearts and minds, but the divine precepts, and 
heavenly commands, whereby the Holy Spirit hath ever

ft V

animated you to the endurance of suffering." If these 
words, preceding immediately the first ones under consid
eration, do not openly state his purpose of consoling 
them, they certainly strongly suggest it.

3. There is no reply from these men nor any 
other instance in which they are named, on the basis of 
which, we can form a correct judgment that Cyprian*s

19



words bore fruit. In general, it is likely that some 
later references to those who maintained high spirits 
though subjected to imprisonments may include these men 
to indicate that they were impressed with his consola
tion*^

In the few sentences of this Epistle we have 
consolation in its highest form. First, because it 
is brought to bear upon what ancient philosophy called 
man’s last and greatest fear, the fear of death. 
Secondly, no human thought or sympathetic feeling is in
jected. It is completely based on eternal verities, 
Scripture. Sergius and Rogatianus, and the others, are 
to find consolation in the knowledge that God wants 
His saints to dwell with Him and that the "precious 
death" is but the portal to that dwelling place. 
Furthermore, afflictions of this life are not accidents,

20

2,'A Library of Fathers, Vol. 3, Part 2. St. 
Cyprian’s and St. Pacian’s Epistles. (Oxford, London, 
1844), iSpistle jctll, end of Par. 1.

2^Aristotle: Nichomaehean Ethicsj III. VI. 6. 
< e f '  o 'iPJvA-tos Y *pt *««« o v J e v '

ic d v t& ti J o tr c t o t'- t' oil-tt K+leov .
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they have been "before ordained" by God, These shall 
lead to "brightness of glory" in heaven where those 
here afflicted shall "judge and reign with Christ",
What consolation to know that the ragged and trampled 
of this life shall one day be clothed in the purple of 
a king in perfect freedomI

Cyprian treats his readers to a very fine 
epigrammatic delineation of suffering and death in the 
first words of the present quotation. Scarcely could 
any Christian reader resist being forced to contemplate 
the many Scripture passages relative to the point.

Again, in the second portion, he uses but two 
words to lend motivation to his consolatory thought! 
"consider", "rejoice". Deftly and adroitly, with 
language clear and simple, his readers are brought to 
a veritable fountain of inspiration and consolation.
The picture is colorful and active —  "and for joy of 
the future TRAMPLE on present afflictions."

Epistle XI.

Part 2
Let us from our inmost hearts and with our 

whole soul implore the mercy of God, because He
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Himself hath added, “nevertheless my loving kindness 
will I not utterly take from them," (Ps. 8 9 , 33),
Let us "ask, and we shall receive;" and if, for the 
grievousness of our offenses, we receive slowly and 
not at once, let us "knock, for to him that knock- 
eth it shall be opened", if but our prayers, 
groaning, and tears knock at the door, and there 
instant and continued, for such must even united 
prayer be, (Luke 11, lo)

Part 6
The Father chastises and protects us, yet so 

as we are steadfast in the faith through tribu- ' 
lation and distress, clinging fast to His Christ, 
as it is written, "Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, 
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword?" None of these can separate believers, 
none can send off those that cleave on to His 
Body and Blood, such persecution is a sifting and 
searching of the breast, God would have us sifted 
and proved, as He has ever proved His own; nor yet 
when He hsth tried, hath His aid ever failed 
believers.

Part 9
If the Lord shall behold us humble and peace

able, closely united to each other, in awe of His 
wrath, corrected and ammended by the present 
tribulation, He will place us in safety from the 
assaults of the enemy.

1. While still in his first exile-absence from 
Carthage, the Bishop finds occasion to write to his 
clergy regarding praying for forgiveness of sin. He 
points out that the "dreadful devastation, which has 
wasted the largest portion of our flock, and is still
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wasting them, has come upon us for our sins,*29 
Having thus aroused their consciences, both to an 
acknowledgment of sins on their part and great con
trition over them, he proceeds to apply also the balm of 
healing,

2, "This we suffer for our sins," and "There
fore we feel His rod and Hi3 stripes" are words which 
precede our first quotation. The intention of the 
succeeding words is therefore clearly to console.

k

3, What effect, if any, did this consolation 
have? There is no reply or reference to indicate that 
this consolation was effective,

Mercy and its ingredient, loving-kindness, are 
essential to heal the stricken conscience, Cyprian is 
not slow to apply the consolation. There is ever a 
store-house of loving-kindness to such because God has 
promised He will "not utterly take it from them," That 
store-house will be opened in due time to those who 
"ask" and "knock". The consolation is in the assurance

29Ibid, Epistle XI Par. 1
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that they, even they, can be the beneficiaries of these 
Scriptural promises.

Sins produce manifold distresses and tribula
tions. These are the Lordfs chastisement and protec
tion against separation from Him. Such are further
more ”a sifting and a searching of the breast.” By such 
"sifting and searching” man becomes aware of his true 
status before God and his own total inability to effect 
a change in that status. As a result man becomes 
dependent upon God who ”when He hath tried, hath His 
aid ever failed believersI” In these words the pros
trated suppliants are lifted up and new strength is 
poured into their sinews. Besides, ”He will place us 
in safety from the assaults of the enemy.”

We note something new in this example of 
Cyprianic consolation. In part 1 he paraphrases 
Scripture and even omits a portion of the section 
which he quotes. Of course, this is not an unusual pro
cedure and in this case the consolation adduced is the 
more enhanced by the effort. His appeal again is to 
faith, this time to the bounty and protection of God 
toward his believers. We have also the Biblical



quotation with its simple and priceless lesson, a 
method which Cyprian employs with telling effect*

25

Epistle XXVII*

Part 1
The glory of your faith and courage, most 

valiant and most blessed brethren, I already knew 
from report; greatly rejoiced and exceedingly con
gratulating you, that the especial favour of our 
Lord Jesus Christ hath, by the confession of His 
Name, prepared you for the crown* For ye, being 
made chiefs and leaders in the encounter of our 
time, advanced the ensigns of the heavenly warfare. 
Ye by your courage began the spiritual struggle, 
which God hath willed should now be carried on.
Ye by your immoveable strength, and unshaken 
stedfastness, broke the first onset of the rising 
war. Thence opened the happy prelude of the 
battle. Thence began the tokens of victory. It 
hath happened that here martyrdoms have been per
fected by the torture. But he who leading the 
attack was made an example of courage to his 
brethren, shares with the Martyrs in honour. The 
crowns braided by your hands ye have sent from you 
to us, and ye have pledged your brethren from the 
cup of salvation.

Part 2
I rejoice, therefore, on your account, most 

valiant and most faithful brethren; and greatly 
as I congratulate the Martyrs honoured here for the 
glory of their courage, so do I and as greatly 
congratulate you for the crown of the Lord’s 
discipline. The Lord hath poured forth His favour 
in many kinds of bounty, He distributeth the 
spiritual praise and glory of good soldiers in 
abundant variety. We also are partakers of your 
honours, we reckon your glory our own, whose times 
are brightened with such full happiness, that our

9 4 8 1 ?
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age has been allowed to behold both tried servants 
of God, and soldiers of Christ, crowned.

1. This letter was written to several clergy 
at Rome who had recently been released from perse- 
cutory imprisonment. When they were perhaps bewildered 
and considerably depressed, this letter came in a time 
most serious to them3°.

2. Cyprian had returned from his exile. He 
had felt the sorrow of finding so many fallen. He 
knew that the men to whom he addressed this letter 
would need what he needed to face these critical 
situations.

3. Reply to this letter is extant and it is 
acknowledged as fully consolatory.31

In this Epistle Cyprian urges consolation in 
a somewhat different manner than is observed before.

if *
This also changes, to some extent, the essence and

3°Ibid. Epistle XXXI, Par. 1. "Set, as we are, 
amidst various and manifold sorrow, brother, encompass
ed by the fallen heaps of many brethren. . . . "

31Ibid. Epistle XXXI, Par. 1, "The chief conso
lation • . • hath been the receipt of your letters."
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quality of the consolation. If we separate the first 
portion entirely from the second, we would have Cyprian 
doing that which would be despised by any true believer, 
that of giving all the glory and praise to these men for 
having been constant under the affliction of imprison
ment. That such is not the case is indicated in the 
second portion in the first sentence: "The Lord hath 
poured forth His favour in many kinds of bounty, He 
distributeth the spiritual praise and glory of good 
soldiers in abundant variety."

Cyprian recounts for his readers the thoughts 
of their fellow believers in far-off Carthage, how these 
men were in the forefront of the present conflict and 
might the more easily have become victims because of 
their position. Yet, they stood fast. This signaled 
victory for the cause of the Christians. God placed 
these in this early stage of battle and gave to each the 
strength and courage to uphold the colors of faith.
Others became the heirs of what God had given them to do* 
Indeed, this bestows upon these words of the author a 
very fine and poignant characteristic of consolation.
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The different method by which Cyprian produces 
this consolatory message has also induced a variation in 
the speed and the form of presentation. The language

• s

is exalted and picturesque. It speaks not of toil and 
grime, but of the sublimity of leadership and of con
quering in a kind of warfare which is of a much higher 
nature than ordinary war. The postlude carries the 
theme into the distance in a placid stream. Scripture 
is not present on the surface. It becomes the under
current, girding and upholding what he presents most 
clearly to the heart and ear. This form and method of 
presenting consolation is considered difficult, but 
Cyprian has accomplished it with facility.

Epistle LXYII.

Part 7
Nor let it trouble you, dearest brethren, if 

with some in these last times, an unsteadfast 
faith waver, or an unreligious fear of God vacil
late, or peacable concord endureth not. It has 
been foretold that these things should happen at 
the end of the world, and that it was declared 
beforehand by the voice of the Lord, and by the 
testimony of the apostle, that as the world is 
failing and anti-Christ approaching, everything 
good shall fail, things evil and adverse shall 
Increase. (II Tim. 3# !•) (Luke 13, 3)
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Part B
There yet remaineth with very many, a mind 

untainted and a faith entire and a soul devoted 
only to their Lord and God, nor does the faithless
ness of others sink in ruins the Christian faith, 
but rather arouses and exalts it to glory, accord
ing to the exhortation of the blessed Apostle Paul, 
who said, "for what if some of them have fallen 
from the faith? Hath their unbelief made the faith 
of God of none effect? God forbid# For God is 
time, but every man a liar." (Horn. 3, 3 & 4) But 
if every man is a liar, and God only true, what 
else ought the servants and especially we priests 
of God to do, but abandon human errors and false
hoods, and keeping the precepts of the Lord, abide 
in the truth of God?

1. It is noted that this letter is not over 
Cyprian’s signature alone. It was coined by the group 
of clergymen at Carthage and addressed to clergy and 
people in Spain on deposing Basilides and Martialis 
who had wrongfully acquired the office of Bishop.
This flock was considerably disturbed, especially since 
Stephen at Rome had rendered a pronouncement in favor 
of these men.32 Cyprian notes in the very first para
graph of this letter that his Spanish correspondents 
have asked for solace.33

32Benson, Qp. cit.. VII, III, 1, 311 et. seq.
■^Epistle LXVII "desiderastis rescribe ad haec 

vobis . . .  vel solacio vel auxilio nostrae sententiae 
sublevari."
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2, That the letter was at least partially to 
be consolatory nay be assumed from the words in Par. 1: 
Mto relieve your just and necessary solicitude by giving 
you our opinion, whether for comfort or for aid."

3. That the whole letter, including the con
solatory sections, had the desired effect is evident 
from the subsequent action of the people at Leon. In
a spirit of great courage, the men concerned were removed 
from their offices.

For the first time in the consolatory messages 
considered thus far, Cyprian bases his consolation on 
prophetic passages of Scripture. He does not quote 
directly, but the specific references are apparent.

In a time when all possible unity in the Church 
was essential as a bulwark against the tides of sever
est difficulties, it is understandable that the Church 
at Leon should be considerably disconcerted at this 
breach in the wall of defense. Cyprian sees the breach, 
but he sees also the need for reminding these faithful 
ones that these are the last days and that such ruptures 
in the solidarity of the Kingdom in the world would
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appear in these days. No one should be unduly shaken 
or caused to waver by their appearance.

Furthermore; though many and mighty have been 
those who have fallen, "There yet remaineth with very 
many, a mind untainted and a faith entire and a soul 
devoted only to their Lord and God, nor does the faith
lessness of others sink in ruins the Christian faith." 
Often men*3 vision is beclouded by adversities to the 
forgetting of the truths which are eternal and un
changeable. For one thing, Cyprian urges, do not for
get that you still have many staunch and unwavering 
companions. You also should be mindful that the faith
lessness of some can not destroy the citadel of faith. 
It "rather arouses and exalts it to glory." Use St. 
Paul as your example of what your feelings should be 
in such a matter. It does not matter who or how many 
have fallen. Faith in God still is unassailedI God 
alone is the ultimate in truth! Cyprian does more 
than make a plea to constancy on the Spaniards* part.
He makes it possible by giving then exactly what they 
need most in this hour.

Before us again is an instance of Cyprian’s
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ability to speak in tenderest tones, yet convincingly* 
The selection fro© Par* 3 is a majestic form of ex
pression exactly suited to the occasion. The choice 
of words, the grouping into clauses, indicates that 
Cyprian penned these sentences with more than ordinary 
care and solicitude*

- - C - -
LETTERS COMPLETELY CONSOLATORY

The times ;*ere ripe for many individuals or 
groups to feel extremely disconsolate. Such times 
also beget men of stature and grace who can speak to 
the disturbed heart in such soothing tones that peace 
of mind and tranquility of spirit are engendered. Such 
were the days of St. Cyprian and such a man; begotten, 
it seems, by Divine direction and endowed with such 
abilities to be the dispenser of healing to those who 
had need. Cyprian also uses the medium of whole letters 
to carry consoling ideas to many. These letters show 
most distinctive qualities. In other letters, wherein 
merely a paragraph or sentence was given over to this 
purpose, we can find gems of consolation; in those which 
he uses only for that purpose the consolatory quality
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Four such letters are extant. Each has its 
own nature, but in each we find one common feature of 
unexcelled aptitude for consolation. We shall quote in 
each instance these portions which seem representative 
of the real essence of the consolation proffered.

Epistle X
Part 1

But the present confession, by hoxv much it 
hath more fortitude in suffering; by so much is 
it nobler and higher in honour.

For greater is He that is in us, than he that 
is in the world (I Jn. 4, 4); nor can earthly 
punishment, avail more to cast down, than Divine 
protection to lift up. This has been proved in 
the glorious struggle of the brethren, who, lead
ers of the victory ever tortures, gave an example 
of courage and faith, having maintained the strife 
until the strife itself sunk, overcome.

An end of pain, which tortures gave not, the 
crown hath given. To this end did the aggravated 
tortures so long endure, not to overt hro\; your 
steadfast faith, but to send the servants of God
more quickly to their Lord.

Precious is this death, which purchases im
mortality at the price of its own blood; which 
receives a crown from the consummation of valour. 
(Ps. 116, 15) How did Christ rejoice there, how 
gladly in such his servants did he both fight and 
conquer, the Guardian of their faith, and giving 
to believers so much as he who taketh of His hand 
beliaveth that he receiveth. He was present at
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His own conflict; the champions and maintainers of 
His own Name He uplifted, strengthened, animated. 
And, He who once overcame death for us, ever overcomes it in us.

This is the fight of our faith, whereby we 
engage, whereby we conquer, whereby we are crowned.

Part 2
For He is not one who only looks upon His 

servants, but Himself also wrestleth in us, Him 
self engageth, Himself on the issue of our con
flict alike crowneth and is crowned.

Part 3
But if, before the day of your conflict, peace 

shall, by the mercy of the Lord, arrive, yet let 
your will continue steadfast, and your conscience 
glory nor let any of you be sorrowful, as falling 
short of those who, having endured the tortures, 
are gone to the Lord in the path of glory. . . .
To earn the crown of God, His testimony alone, who 
will hereafter judge, sufficeth. Therefore, dear
est brethren, either condition is alike noble and 
illustrious. That is the more secure, to hasten 
to the Lord through the consummation of victory; 
this is the more joyful, having received a fur
lough after glory gained, to flourish in the 
praises of the Church.

1. The very occasion for this letter specifies 
that those to whom it was written longed for and needed 
consolation.34

-^Benson, Op. cit.. II, III, p. 77 (The martyr
dom of Mappalicus.) cf. also Footnote 5.
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2. The whole tenor of the letter shows that 
Cyprian*s purpose in writing was to console and thus 
to strengthen.

3. There is no evidence of a reply, direct or 
indirect.

In the letters of this group, the consolation 
is varied and multiplied. Cyprian builds his case with 
master strokes.

First, there is his appeal to their sense of 
honor in the matter. It is a nobler cause than merely 
to have made confession under "fortitude in suffering". 
Next he reminds them of the Scriptural truth of the 
surpassing greatness of the indwelling God and His in
vincible powers. He cites an example to show that this 
is true by the way in which many have "maintained the 
strife, until strife itself sunk, overcome." From 
this he proceeds to the ultimate, the end of all pain 
and suffering "which tortures gave not, the crown hath 
given." And, the lengthy endurance of this suffering 
was "but to send the servants of God more quickly to 
their Lord." Deftly he now adds the real kernel of the 
essence of his consolation. "How did Christ rejoice
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there!" In the second paragraph he assures his read
ers, "For He is not one who only looks upon His 
servants, but Himself also wrestleth." This assurance 
can do no less than to console.

Paragraph 3 of this letter is again a consola
tion which differs, but is as sublime as any. There 
were those who thought it inglorious not to have 
suffered martyrdom in the face of steadfast confession 
on their part. They felt bad about it, Cyprian 
consoles them on the basis of human judgment. They 
should think of the honor which they will now be 
granted in the church-militant for having stood. "That 
is the more secure, to hasten to the Lord . . .  This is 
the more joyful . . .  to flourish in the praises of the 
Church." Cyprian knew people and knew best how to 
appeal to their finer instincts. This psychological 
method of consoling is meritorious.

The moods of Cyprian*s statements, indicative 
throughout, are strong and challenging. The sentences 
are clear and follow each other in logical progression. 
Though we here are reading strong statements, they are
not bombastic. Inwardly they possess the finest frag
rance and delicacy. Cyprian put time, thought and
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effort into the preparation of these lines.

Epistle XXXVII.

We quote portions which are eloquently expres
sive of Cyprian*s theme.

Part 1
I too am mindful of you day and night; and when 

in the sacrifices I made my prayer with many, and 
when I pray apart in my private prayers, I beg of 
the Lord a full accomplishment to your praises 
and your crowns.

He conquers once who suffers at once. But he 
continuing under abiding punishment grapples with 
pain, and is not conquered, is daily crowned.

Part 2
Let magistrates then, consuls or proconsuls, 

march on in procession, let them, in the ensigns 
of their year’s dignity and their twelve fasces, 
have their boast. Behold a heavenly dignity is 
sealed in you by the brightness of a year’s 
honors; and in the duration of its glorious 
victory has already surpassed the revolving circle 
of the returning year. The rising sun and the 
waning moon gave light to the world, but to you the 
Same Who made both sun and moon was a greater 
light in prison; and the brightness of Christ, shin
ing in your hearts and minds, irradiated with that 
eternal and shining light, the to others, horrible 
and deadly darkness of a place of punishment.

Part 3
Blessed to the full are they, who from among 

you, traveling along these tracks of glory, have 
already left the world, and, their journey of
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courage and of faith ended, have reached the 
embrace and kiss of the Lord, the Lord himself 
rejoicing. But your glory is not less, who, 
being still set in the conflict, and to follow 
the glory of your companions, long carry on the 
battle, and steadfast in unmoved and unshaken 
faith, daily in your noble deeds exhibit a spec
tacle before God. The longer your battle, the 
more exalted your crown. One is the strife, yet 
thronged with a manifold frequency of conflict.

Part 4
For what can ye ask from the tender mercy of 

the Lord, which ye will not be accounted worthy 
to obtain, who have thus observed the commandments 
of the Lord; who have held to the discipline of 
the Gospel by the sincere vigor of your faith, 
who, the honor of your courage untarnished, 
standing manfully by the precepts of the Lord, and 
by his apostle, have strengthened the tottering 
faith of many by the truth of your martyrdom?
Truly witnesses of the Gospel, and truly martyrs of 
Christ, rooted and stayed in him, and founded with 
massive weight on The Rock, ye have joined dis
cipline with courage, have provoked others to the 
fear of God, have made your own martyrdoms an 
example.

1. Cyprian was in exile. The martyrdom of 
Moyses was approaching.35 Many had made bold confession 
and some had been imprisoned during the first year of 
the Decian persecution. There was constant danger and 
there was need for consolation among the imprisoned 
and oppressed.

35Ibid. II. XI, p. 119



39

2. That Cyprian wished this letter to be con
solatory is shown us by its internal qualities. A 
reading of the sections quoted will reveal clearly 
such was his intention*

3. No reply is extant to this letter. We may 
conjecture that Moyses, and others as well, were deeply 
comforted by it, for they held fast to their confession 
and Moyses suffered death for it.

The comfort which Cyprian produces in this 
letter is outlined in the "four seasons of their 
spiritual experience."36

First is the beginning of suffering with pain. 
This season passes into the more severe duration under 
imprisonment and punishment. Next is the season during 
which death approaches very near, to overtake some, to 
leave others behind. Finally, the season of martyrdom, 
either by suffering death, or by having suffered and 
having stood with "courage untarnished."

In each season Cyprian’s consolation rests 
upon the fact that they have not been alone but that

36Ibid. II, XI. p. 119
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God was ever with them and hallowing their experiences. 
He adduces not one Scripture passage, yet the readers 
may believe beyond a doubt that Scripture is in his mind 
and thus he artfully transmits Scriptural consolation 
to them.

Even a hasty reading of this letter will quicken 
the pulse of the reader. He is led on by staccato 
rhetoric. The language becomes flowery and brave. This 
is oratory, yet not raucous and blaring, only alluring 
and urging. Here is encouragement in the language of 
one who had a cause, not of the demagogue. The re-read
ing of these passages stimulates additional pictures or 
thoughts so that what is found in words is not the end 
of the consolation. If this is not Cyprian*s most 
skillful and artistic method of consolation, it is 
probably the most effective. Irresistibly, one remembers 
another Consoler of another age, consoling from a Mount 
in a flood of Beatitudes.

Epistle LVIII

Exemplary portions follows
Part 2

Nor should anyone wonder that we are harrassed 
with continual persecution, and are frequently
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hemmed in by harrowing pressure, since the Lord 
has before foretold that these things would be 
in the last times, and has prepared us for the 
warfare by the teaching and encouragement of his 
own words; Peter also, His apostle, hath taught, 
that persecution takes place to the end that we 
be proved, and we too, after the example of the 
righteous who went before, be, by death and suffer
ing, united to the love of God. . • . But the 
Apostles taught us those things which themselves 
also learned from the Lord precepts and the 
commands of God, our Lord Himself namely strength
ening us, and saying, "there is no man what hath 
left house, or land, or parents, or brethren, or 
sister, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of 
God’s sake, who shall not receive sevenfold more 
in this present time, and in the world to come 
life everlasting." (Luke 13, 29*30)

The Lord would have us rejoice in persecutions 
and leap for joy, because when persecutions come, 
then the crowns of faith are given, then the 
soldiers of God are proved, then the heavens are 
opened to martyrs.

Part 4
He is not alone, to whom Christ is a companion 

in life. He is not alone, who keeping the temple 
of God, wheresoever he be, is not without God.

Part 7
If we labor under the hatred of the world, 

Christ first endured the hatred of the world. If 
we are exposed to contumely in this world, if to 
exile, to torment, the Creator and Lord of the 
world experienced still heavier things.

Part 9
God beholds us fighting and engaging in the 

conflict of faith; His angels behold us. Christ 
also beholds us. How great the dignity of glory, 
how great the happiness, to engage in the presence
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of God, and to be crowned by Christ our judge1 
Part 11

What will be the glory, and how great the joy, 
to be admitted to see Goa; to be so honored with 
Christ Thy Lord God, to receive the joys of 
eternal salvation and lifeI • • • For that we re
ceive greater things than we here either do or 
suffer, the apostle declares, saying, "The suffer
ings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glories that come hereafter, 
which shall be revealed in us." (Rom. 8 , 18 )

1. The letter was written to the people at 
Thibaris in exhortation to martyrdom. The Gallien 
Edicts had recommenced tortures and other cruelties. 
Whole congregations had ceased to assemble. Bishops 
were forbidden to preach.37 In desperation, many 
Christians went into hiding or voluntary exile. And, 
this latter resort raised in their minds the stigma 
of not being true confessors by not seeking death but 
rather going into lonely exile. Under such prevailing 
conditions, these people, the addressees of this letter, 
were more than a little disquieted.

3?Schanz, Op. cit. par. 649* p. 257. "Das erste 
Edikt . . . verlangte von den Christen die Annerkennung 
des Roemischen Kults und verbot unter Todesstrafe den 
Christlichen Gottesdienst."
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2. Cyprian, confronted by "affairs so urgent," 
could not leave Carthage at this time* This letter is 
to be to them what his presence among them would have 
accomplished; namely, encouragement and consolation*
This he makes quite clear in the first paragraph.

3. There is no reply to this letter at hand. In 
reading it, knowing the circumstances occasioning its 
writing, the conclusion that Cyprian accomplished his 
purpose does not seem far-fetched.

Almost every line of his own as well as the 
Bible passages which Cyprian quotes are an effort to 
lift his readers to exultant joy in the fiery trials. 
Significant are such references as: "Rejoice ye in that 
day, and leap for joy." (Par. 2) Or, "What will be the 
glory, and how great the joy, to be admitted to see 
God." (Par. 11}

Another such quality is Cyprian*s urgent appeal 
to them not to feel lonely in the conflict, (cf. Par, 4) 
Paragraphs 5 and 6 carry this same thought by emphasis 
on examples of godly men in trial who were not left 
alone. Paragraph 9 gives the simple assurance that,
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also beholds us."

Again and again the final glorious recorapence 
to good and evil is brought to their attention. Para
graph 3 is an example of Cyprian’s aptitude in present
ing this thought,

"If we could escape death vie might rightly 
fear death. . . .  we should accomplish the end
ing of life . , . , who know that, when slain, 
we are crowned."

If further proof is needed that Cyprian could 
carefully, deliberately and artfully deliver consola
tion this letter should satisfy the demands. This is 
no hasty, incoherent jotting down of generalities. 
Cyprian probes the inner recesses of the heart and soul. 
He sets about his task with the care of a scientist.
He reaches into the vastnees of Divine Love and holds 
before his readers the evidence of the ages. In para
graph 2 he begins his consolation proper ever so 
lightly and appealingly* "Nor should anyone wonder 
that we are harrassed with continual persecution."
And, that tone changes not the least throughout the 
letter as he closes its
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"When that revelation shall come, when the 
glory of God shall shine upon us, we, honored 
with the favor of God shall be as happy and 
joyful, as they will remain guilty and miserable."

Epistle LXXVII
Part 2

But that, being first grievously beaten and 
stricken down with clubs, ye, by sufferings of 
that kind, entered on the glorious beginnings of 
your confession, is a thing nowise to be abhored 
by us. For a Christian body shrinks not at clubs, 
while whole hope is in The Wood. The servant of 
Christ recognizes a favorite emblem of his salva
tion. Redeemed by Wood to life eternal by wood he 
is promoted to a crown. And what wonder, that, 
being vessels of gold and silver, ye have been 
consigned to the mine, that is, the home of gold 
and silver, except that now the nature of mines is 
changed, and places which before were wont to 
yield gold and silver, have begun to receive them. 
They have also put fetters on your feet, and have 
bound with shameful bonds the blessed members of 
God; as though the spirit also were bound with the 
body, or your gold could be tainted by the contact 
of iron.

All this deformity, detestable and foul in the 
eyes of the Gentiles, with what splendor will it 
be recompensed! This brief suffering in time, for 
what a reward will it be exchanged of bright and 
eternal glory, when according to the saying of the 
blessed Apostle, "the Lord shall change our vile 
body, that it may be fashioned like unto His 
glorious body!"

Part 3
Yea, ye celebrate and offer a sacrifice to 

God, precious alike and glorious, and which will 
very much avail you to the recompense of heavenly 
reward; since Holy Scripture declares and says,
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"the sacrifice of God is a broken spirit, a con
trite and humble heart God doth not despise."

Part 4
Who would not cheerfully and readily receive 

the cup of salvation? Who would not joyously and 
gladly covet that wherein he too may render some
what unto his Lord? Who would not with courage 
and constancy receive a death, "precious in the 
sight of the Lord"; to be well pleasing in his 
eyes, who, looking down upon us, when said in the 
conflict for His name, approved us, willing; aids 
us, struggling; crowns us, conquering; rewarding 
in us with the recompense of His fatherly goodness 
and love whatever He had Himself wrought, and 
honoring what Himself has accomplished?

Part 5
Moreover a manifold portion of the people, 

following your example, have with you alike con
fessed, and alike been crowned; linked to you 
with the bond of the strongest affection, and sep
arated from their bishops neither by prison nor 
by the mines.

What now, most beloved brethren, must be the strength of your consciousness of victory! What 
sublimity of mind! What exaltation in feelingl 
What triumph in your breast! That each of you 
stand close to the promised reward of God; that 
ye are without fear of the judgment of God! That 
ye walk in the mind, captive in bodies but with 
hearts reigning; that ye know Christ is present 
with you, rejoicing in the endurance of his 
servants, who in His steps and ways are advancing 
to eternal kingdom!

1. Written as it is to clergy and people con
signed to the mines at or near Cirta, it is to be
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consolate mental state.3^

2* Under the Valerian persecution, Cyprian was 
banished for a year. During that time many of his 
people were shipped off to the mines for forced labor 
under the most horrible conditions. HSien word of this 
was brought to Cyprian, he penned a letter of highest 
encouragement and consolation.

3. To this letter a very tender reply is ex
tant and is Ipistle LXXVTI of the Bayard collection. 
"They then who were condemned with us give thee before 
God their heartiest thank3 . . .  for that by thy letter, 
thou hast refreshed . . ,"39 This reply most definitely
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3gA word of description about the mines may help 
she picture. Some of these mines were large open 
shafts. Convicts were lowered to the bottom, whence 
they dug horizontal tunnels away from the central shaft. 
Ore was loaded in baskets and hauled up. Food was 
lowered by the same means. An overseer at the bottom saw to it that they worked. There was almost no pro
tection against weather. In heavy rain storms the floor 
of the shaft sometimes flooded.

39Library of Fathers, Op. cit., Ep, LXXVTI, Par. 
2, pp. 310 and 311*



establishes the effect of Cyprian’s letter as consola
tory in nature*

The nature of the consolation in this letter is 
of the highest form and character* In a beautiful 
manner Cyprian reminds these forced-miners that the 
clubs wielded on them are like the Cross of Wood in 
which rests their eternal salvation* All the fetters 
by which it is thought both body and spirit are bound 
are "ornaments, not bonds”. All the torments of toil,
squalid and filthy conditions, hunger, lack of clothing

%

and shelter and ordinary healthful care will all be 
exchanged for a reward "of bright and eternal glory." 
"Yea, ye celebrate and offer a sacrifice to God." By 
their endurance of all these sufferings in constancy, 
they have become, furthermore, examples to many who 
"have with you alike confessed, and alike been crowned."

In spite of the prospect of additional days and 
months of persecution which confronted these people, 
Cyprian is bold to speak to them as being already 
victorious and triumphant. They may be "captive in 
bodies" but "with hearts reigning; that ye know Christ 
is present with you." No person to whom these words
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of triumph-accomplished were spoken could have missed 
the implied consolation.

We have observed Cyprian employing various 
methods and media to bear his consolations to the 
hearts which needed them. In some letters he relies 
alone upon one form of expression and illustration.
In others, he combines several tactics. In this final 
example, he employs every art of the expert,

The consolatory section begins with an unusual, 
but graphic simile, the comparing of the wood of clubs 
to the Wood of the Cross, This blends into a majestic 
epigrammatic and oratorical section, so descriptive and 
moving that any effort to analyze would only detract 
from its beauty and forcefulness.

In paragraph 3 he descends from symbol and orato
ry; and, lowering his voice, he speaks straight to their 
Christian faith and their knowledge of the Divine will.
He concludes the letter on that note of triumph which 
must be every tormented Christian*s stay and hope, that 
all who have endured here below shall be crowned with 
eternal joy and shall see God face to face*
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There can be no doubt that Cyprian exercised 
the greatest care to the penning of this letter. There 
is no doubt, either, that this letter represents to the 
greatest degree his consummate skill in consolation as 
well as his burning passion to console where consola
tion is needed.

These are the letters of St. Cyprian which most 
comprehensively show themselves to be consolatory liter
ature. By separating them, as has been done, into three 
groups, one attains to a kind of climax. From page to 
page, sentence to sentence, paragraph to paragraph in 
these eleven letters, Cyprian has evolved as not only a 
master of writing and expression, but also as one who 
spoke from deepest sympathy and the kindliest and 
holiest compassion. With all his qualities as leader, 
thinker, organiser, we scarcely can conceive a better 
manner to show him to have been above all else a true 
Comforter than by quoting in full one sentence of the 
letter received by him in reply to his to the imprisoned 
miners:

"They then who were condemned with us give thee 
before God their heartiest thanks, most beloved 
Cyprian, for that by thy letter thou hast refreshed 
their fainting breath, healed the limbs wounded by
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the clubs; loosed the feet bound with fetters, 
smoothed the hair of the half-shorn head; enlight 
ened the darkness of their prison, even the 
ruggedness of the mind; to their nostrils also 
thou has applied fragrant flowers, and hast 
overpowered the foul odour of the smoke. ai*d

^Library of Fathers, Op. Cit.. Epistle LXXVII, par.
2, p. 310
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SUMMARY

Out of a total of sixty personal letters 
written by Cyprian, twenty-three are to his own people 
on matters in which no consolation could be expected. 
All told, eleven letters are devoted to consolation, 
and these eleven have lent themselves to the grouping 
followed.

A
NATURE OF CONSOLATION

It is apparent that Cyprian wisely varied the 
nature of his comforting. The essence of consolation 
depends upon a conviction which must be aroused in the 
hearer’s mind that there are better things to come 
beyond the present grief. Here belief is necessary, 
belief in a true God, a just reward, an after-life.
The following is a listing of the varied nature of consol 
ing employed by Cyprian with a few selected examples 
from his letters.

1. Appeal to faith that God has kept His 
promises.

Epistle XI God would have us sifted and proved, 
as He has ever proved His own; nor yet when He
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hath tried, hath His aid ever failed believers.
Epistle XXVIII That especial favour of our 

Lord Jesus Christ hath, by the confession of 
His flame, prepared you for the crown.

Epistle LVIII Nor should anyone wonder that 
we are harrassed with continual persecution, and 
are frequently hemmed in by harrowing pressure, 
since the Lord has before foretold that these 
things would be in the last times.

2. Appeal to trust that God will keep His un
fulfilled promises.

Epistle LXI Y/hat and how great gladness will 
follow7 wEen Christ shall come.

Epistle VI Precious in the sight of God is 
the death ~of~His saints.

When therefore ye consider that ye are to judge 
and reign with Christ the Lord.

Knowing that from the beginning it hath been 
so ordained, that righteousness should toil there 
amid conflict with the world.

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, yet 
they are delivered out of them all, who trust in 
God.

Epistle XI Nevertheless my loving kindness will 
I not utterly take from them.

If the Lord shall behold us humble and peace
able . . .  He will place us in safety from the 
assaults of the enemy.

Epistle LXVII It has been foretold that these 
things should happen at the end of the world . . .  
and by the testimony of the Apostle, that as the 
world is failing and anti-Christ approaching,
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everything good shall fail, things evil and adverse shall increase.
Epistle XXXVII For what can ye ask from the 

tender mercy of the Lord, which ye will not be 
accounted worthy to obtain, who have thus ob
served the commandments of the Lord.

Epistle LVIII What will be the glory, and how 
great the joy, to be admitted to see God; to be so 
honored with Christ thy Lord God, to receive the 
joys of eternal salvation and life!

Epistle LXXYI What triumph in your breast 1 
That iacH of you stand close to the promised reward of God.

3. Paraphrasing of Scriptural truths to make 
them applicable to present life.

Epistle V As becomes the servants of God, we 
ought to yield to the times.

Epistle XVII Which the divine mercy is able to 
remedy.

Epistle I I  The Father chastises and protects 
us, yet so as we are steadfast in the faith through 
tribulation and distress, clinging fast to Christ.

Epistle 1 For greater is He that is in us, 
than he that i3 in the world; nor can earthly pun
ishment avail more to cast down, than divine pro
tection to lift up.

Epistle LVIII God beholds us fighting and en
gaging in the conflict of faith; His angels be
hold us. Christ also beholds us.

4. Encouragement to bear suffering by example.

Epistle LXVII There yet remaineth with very many
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a mind untainted and a faith entire and a soul 
devoted only to their Lord and God.

Epistle LXXVI Moreover a manifold portion of 
the people, following your example, have with you 
alike confessed, and alike been crowned. . . .  To 
whose number neither are virgins lacking . . .  In 
boys also, a courage beyond their age has surpass
ed their years in the praise of Confession.

5. Consolation in the knowledge that others 
feel sympathetically.

Epistle XVII I know from myself, . . .  who 
also lament and grieve with you. . . .  I too 
suffer and grieve for our brethren.

Epistle XXXVII I too am mindful of you day 
and night.

6. Consolation that endurance offers a reward.

Epistle X This is the fight of our faith, 
whereby we~ conquer, whereby we are crowned.

Epistle XXXVII But he continuing under abiding 
punishment grapples with pain, and is not conquered, 
is daily crowned.

But your glory is not less, who, being still 
set in the conflict, and to follow the glory of 
your companions, long carry on the battle, and 
steadfast in unmoved and unshaken faith, daily in 
your noble deeds exhibit a spectacle before God.
The longer your battle, the more exalted your 
crown.

Epistle LVIII The Lord would have us rejoice 
in persecutions and leap for joy, because when 
persecutions come, then the crowns of faith are 
given, then the soldiers of God are proved, then 
the heavens are opened to the martyrs.



Epistle LXXVI All this deformity • • . with 
what splendor will it be recompensed.

It is here clearly shown what Cyprian "appeals 
to the Christian and ecclesiastical sentiments of his 
hearers, and basis his argument on the authority of 
the Sacred Scriptures."41 The conviction to be aroused 
in his hearer’s minds is Scriptural and Cyprian does 
not waver from a standpoint based upon the Word of God. 
He may use a different method of conveying consolation, 
but the essence of that consolation is ever based on 
belief in Holy Scripture. By relying on this belief, 
Cyprian could assure his readers that after this dis
tress there would be joy and happiness which would be 
fully realized in rewards for this life and for the life 
to come.

4^Bardenhewer, Otto; Patrology, The Lives and 
Works of the Fathers of the Church. (Herder. St. Louis. 
Mo. 19<W 192.“ ----------------
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METHODS OF PRESENTING CONSOLATION

Even as Cyprian varied the nature of the con
solation he presented, so he also used different 
methods to express it.

1. He relied on Scripture alone.
Epistle 71 Let no one think of death, but 

immortality;nor temporary affliction, but eternal glory; for it is written: "Precious in the sight 
of God is the death of His saints." (Ps, 116, 15) 
And again, "A broken spirit is a sacrifice to God; 
a broken and a contrite heart God doth not despiseI" 
(Ps. 51, 17)

Epistle II Let us from our inmost hearts and 
with our whole soul implore the mercy of God, 
because He Himself hath added, "nevertheless My 
loving kindness will I not utterly take from 
them." (Ps. £9, 33)

And: "Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or per
secution. or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword?" (Rom. S, 35)

2. He made indirect reference to well-known 
Scriptures.

Epistle V We ought to yield to the times. 
Reference is to the Scriptural principles of sub
mission to earthly trials and to accommodate our 
lives to their presence.



Epistle XXXVII Truly witnesses of the Gospel, 
truly martyrs of Christ, rooted and stayed in 
Him, and founded with massive faith on the Rock . . 
The reference includes such Scriptures as Eph. 3, 
178 "That Christ may dwell in your hearts by 
faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, • •

Epistle LXI The brotherhood has begun to learn, what and how great gladness will follow when Christ 
shall come* I Thess. 4, 178 "Then we which are 
alive and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air*"

3* He used a psychological approach.

Epistle XXXVII But your glory is not less, who, 
being still set In the conflict, and to follow the 
glory of your companions, long carry on the battle, 
and stedfast in unmoved and unshaken faith, daily 
in your noble deeds exhibit a spectacle before God. 
The longer your battle, the «xalted your
crown. One is the strife, yet thronged with a 
manifold frequency of conflict.

4. Direct and Indirect reference to Scripture.

Epistle X Precious is this death, which pur
chases immortality at the price of its own blood; 
which receives a crown from the consummation of 
valour. (Ps. 116, 15)

Epistle LXVII Nor does the faithlessness of 
others sink in ruins the Christian faith, but 
rather arouses and exalts it to glory, according 
to the exhortation of the blessed Apostle Paul, 
who said, "For what if some have fallen from the 
faith? Hath their unbelief made the faith of God 
of none effect? God forbid. For God is true, 
but every man a liar."
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5. Mixture of psychological and Scriptural.

Epistle UYIII Behold another lofty step to 
your glory. 7~~l 1 to stand with a firm tread, and 
in this conflict to remove by the strength of 
faith those who attempt to make an inroad upon the 
Gospel, and who raise unholy hands to throw down 
the precepts of the Lord, to have already furnish
ed the first proofs of courage, and now to furnish 
lessons of discipline . . .  And. John the Apostle, 
mindful of the charge, afterwards in His Epistle 
lays it down, "Hereby”, he says, "we do know 
that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. He 
that saith he knoweth Him, and keepeth not His 
Commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in 
him." (I John, 2, 3, & 4)

Epistle LVIII What will be the glory, and 
howgreat the joy, to be admitted to see God; to be 
so honored with Christ thy Lord God, to receive the 
joys of eternal salvation and lifel . . .  to 
receive there what "eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither hath entered into the heart of man." {I Cor. 2, 9)

6. Intermingling of direct and indirect ref 
erence to Scripture and psychological approach.

Epistle LXX7I All this deformity, detestable 
and foul inthe eyes of the Gentiles, with what 
splendor will it be recompensed! This brief 
suffering in time, for what a reward will it be 
exchanged of bright and eternal glory, when 
according to the saying of the blessed Apostle, 
"The Lord shall change our vile body, that it may 
be fashioned like unto His glorious body." (Phil. 
3, 21. )

It is evident from these selections that 
Cyprian kn«¥ people and knew well how to approach



them in varied fashion so as to maintain interest and 
to teach his lesson. Some of these characteristics 
may have been a holdover from his days as a successful 
lawyer in Carthago.4-2
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Smith, Sister Mary Donata, Cyprian The Attorney. 
M.A. Thesis, Creighton University, Omaha, 1941, p. 101. 
"His knowledge of human nature and his penetrating in
sight into souls, together with his sincere earnestness 
to convince others of the truth of his message, led him, 
to lay aside any literary affectation and turn to 
juristic explicitness."
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C
DICTION AMD STYLE

Cyprian*s prior training in rhetoric, in
cluding that of lawyer and pleader, served him well 
in his office as Bishop* In his consolatory writings 
the objectivity and logical precision of a lawyer 
working on a case give way to a sympathy which only a 
person can have who has felt these things in his own 
heart.

To say that Cyprian at times uses a grand 
style and at other times descends to extreme simpli
city would be unfair and would not be a full apprecia
tion of the methods he employs. Whether he is rhetorical, 
picturesque or speaking the language of the ordinary 
person, he never wavers from exalted thought and clarity 
of expression* Bardenhewer has this to say!

"The diction of Cyprian is free and pleasing, 
and flows in a tranquil and clear, almost trans
parent stream. His language is at all times 
enlivened and exalted by the warmth of his feelings"

The unique quality of Cyprian himself is his 
utter sincerity and love. This power of sympathy is the

^Bardenhewer, Qp, cit, 192
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quality of the man* It is his characteristic to put 
himself completely into the position of the one he 
encourages. So Schanz:

"Die Persoenlichkeit des Briefschreibers 
tritt durch sie in das hellste und vorteilhafteste Licht, • • • Die Sprache der Briefe ist • • • 
durchaus gebildet und weiss sich alien Lagen 
anzuschmiegen, • • , Es sind tief ergreifende 
Stuecke unter ihnen, und wir verstehen, dass 
Tausende von Christen daraus Trost und Erhebung schoepfen konnten."43

Also Koch:
"Aber bei allem rednerischen Schwall und 

etlichen Verlegenheitswendungen atmen seine 
Schriften eine tiefe Froemmigkeit und ein 
lebendiges, aufs Sittliche und Taetige Gerichtetes Chri st ent urn • "44

Finally, Pauly - Wissowa:
"er schreibt einfach, eher zu breit als zu 

knapp und iramer bemueht, den Leser unfaehig zum 
Widerspruch zu machen • • • "45

Cyprian*s oratorical ability contributes much 
to the pleasure of reading his letters as well as to 
lift, to help and to encourage the persons whom he

43schanz, Op, Cit. Par. 727, p* 367*
44Koch, Hugo, Cyprianiache Untersuchungen. Bonn, 

1926, Vorwort, ix,

45pauly-Wissowa, Realencyclopaedie der Blassi- 
schen Altertumswissenschaft. (Stuttgart, 1$94 ff.j, IV,
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addresses. Eloquent and poetic is the following, taken 
from Epistle XXXVIIj

Let Magistrates then, consuls or proconsuls, 
march on in procession, let them, in the ensigns 
of their year*s dignity and their twelve fasces, 
have their boast. Behold a heavenly dignity is 
sealed in you by the brightness of a year*s 
honors; and in the duration of its glorious 
victory has already surpassed the revolving 
circle of the year.

In demonstration of his rhetorical and writing 
ability, Cyprian makes good use of numbers of figures 
of speech. In his consolatory letters he particularly 
uses the figure of antithesis.^

Epistle VI Let no one think of death, but 
immortality;nor temporary affliction, but 
eternal glory.

Epistle X nor can earthly punishment avail 
more to cast down, than Divine protection to lift 
up.

and yielded not to suffering, but suffering 
rather yielded to you.

Epistle XI renouncing the world in words 
only not in deeds, each of us pleasing himself, and 
displeasing all men.

^ Cummiskey, Sister Mary Carmel, Some Major 
Figures of Speech in the Letters of Saint Cyprian. 
Thesis, (Omaha, 19401^
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D
SUCCESS OF CONSOLATION

In Cyprian’s other letters the executive, the 
organizer and the advocate are apparent. In them many 
subjunctive clauses are found, while in expressing con 
solation the indicative mood is more in evidence. He 
speaks as one with authority. His readers, however, 
immediately discern that authority as not himself but 
God. His wide use of Scripture indicates that any 
success in consoling which he hoped to have was not so 
much dependent upon him or what and how he wrote, but 
upon God.

i

His success in consolation is evident in two 
letters which reply to a letter of consolation and 
specifically acknowledge his helpfulness. Epistle 
XXVIII is answered by Epistle XXXI. And, Epistle 
LXXVI has a reply in Epistle LXXVII.

In a most general way, it can be concluded 
that Cyprian’s consolatory messages were blessed with 
success. The church, weak and undisciplined before 
his coming in 246, was left by him in 25$ in a much 
sounder and sturdier condition.



CONCLUSION

These are eleven letters of Saint Cyprian 
which are consolatory. It has been shown that the 
nature of the consolation is varied and that it is 
based upon the faith and trust of his readers. He 
appeals to their faith that God has kept His promises 
in the past and that He is fully able and willing to 
keep all promises not yet fulfilled. By stressing this, 
Cyprian assures his troubled reader that the present 
distresses will come to an end and that there will be 
better times ahead. He is also able, by relying on 
the authority of Scripture, to assure the disconsolate 
of an eternal reward for patient endurance of trials. 
That reward is eternal life in heaven.

Cyprian employs a number of methods to accom
plish his purpose of consolation. For the most part 
he uses direct references to Scripture. He is also 
an artful user of many indirect references to Scrip
ture. It has also been shown that Cyprian uses a fine 
psychological approach, an appeal to the emotions, with 
good effect.

The examples which have been quoted have also
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shown that Cyprian had mastered the art of writing.
His language is simple and direct. He employs many 
figures, but uses only such as are readily understand
able.

Finally, this work has shown Cyprian to have 
been a real comforter especially because he had a real 
sympathy and love toward those to whom he wrote.
Amoifi all the other skills observed in this work, 
none stands out quite so well as his ability to place 
himself into the other person’s situation and then to 
speak from his heart to the heart of his reader, 
making his thought match the reader’s. This is not 
merely an artistic tour de force, a kind of Ethopoiia, 
as in the case of 3uch a writer as Lysias, but is a true
example of Christ-like love uniting with the object of

. . . . . .  In Cyprian we have not only one who isits solicitude.
a fine Christian, sincere believer; but also one who



uses his Christian beliefs for the benefit of the
■

dovmtrodden and subjugated of his time.47

^Rostovtzeff, M., The Social and Economic His
tory of the Empire. (Oxford, Clarendon Press, MCMXXVT), 
3P0. "We may say that Cyprian was a Christian, and that 

was making the colours of his picture darker than the 
reality, but we can hardly believe that he could speak in this tone, unless the picture which he painted was 
perfectly familiar to his audience•”
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