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Beware that your hearts do not become 
drowsy 
from carousing and drunkenness and the 
anxieties of daily life, and that day catch 
you by surprise like a trap. 
Luke 18 

Thirty-Fourth Week of Ordinary Time: Nov. 21-27, 
2010  

Thirty-Fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Sunday is the Thirty-Fourth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time and the last week of the liturgical 
year. As always on this last Sunday, we celebrate 
the Solemnity of Christ the King. The readings 
remind us of God's faithfulness to us as he 
promises to shepherd the people of Israel. In 
Luke's Gospel we are taken to the crucifixion 
and Jesus being mocked as “King of the Jews.” 
The man crucified next to him asks Jesus to 
remember him when he gets into his Kingdom. 
Jesus replies, “Amen, I say to you, today you will 
be with me in Paradise.”  

Monday is the Memorial of Saint Cecilia, virgin 
and martyr. Wednesday is the Memorial of 
Saint Andrew Dũng-Lac, priest and martyr, 
and his companions, martyrs. The US on 
Thursday celebrates Thanksgiving Day.  

The first reading all week is continues from the 
mystical Book of Revelation.  

In this last week of Ordinary Time, we have 
readings from Luke's Gospel, which grow more 
explicit about the end time as Jesus and his 
disciples draw closer to Jerusalem. Jesus watches 
rich people make donations at the Temple but 
when a poor widow drops in two small coins he 
notes that her donation is far larger for "she, from 
her poverty, has offered her whole livelihood." 
He speaks of the end time, and cautions that many 
will claim to come in Jesus' name. "Do not follow 
them!" He says that the cost of following him 
may be high, and may lead to trials and divisions 
in families. But, he says, "By your perseverance 
you will secure your lives." In a dramatic look at 
the end time, Jesus says, "And then they will see 
the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and 
great glory." Just as we know what the signs in 

 Daily Prayer This Week 

This week we might be inspired by the 
gospels to ask God to help us be attentive 
for the signs of God's presence in our 
lives each day.  

We can ask Jesus to help us open our 
hearts and be more generous in our daily 
lives. Inspired by the poor widow, we 
can ask ourselves, in faith, "How willing 
am I to share? Do I give from my surplus 
or is it a real sacrifice?" Are we generous 
with our time and talents? Perhaps we 
spend too much time at the computer or 
at work or in various other projects, 
neglecting our family or other 
relationships. Are there places where we 
could give more of ourselves to people 
who need us? 

When Jesus speaks of the "tribulations" 
that are ahead for all Christians, this 
might prompt me to ask myself how 
willing I am to live my faith 
courageously. Caring for the poor, 
seeking justice and self-giving love are 
basic elements of following Jesus, but 
they are not valued by our culture. Am I 
willing to face the objections of family 
and friends for being so "counter-
cultural" in following the gospel? 

Perhaps we are distracted by the 
pressures of daily life, or as Jesus says so 
aptly, we allow our hearts to grow 
drowsy from "carousing and drunkenness 
and the anxieties of daily life, and that 
day catch you by surprise...." What is it 
in our lives that keeps us from 
recognizing God's Kingdom here on 
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nature tell us - fig trees in bloom announce the 
coming of summer - Jesus want us to be aware of 
the signs of the coming of the Kingdom: "when 
you see these things happening, know that the 
Kingdom of God is near." Finally, he tells us not 
to let our "hearts be drowsy" from drunkenness or 
anxiety but to be vigilant at all times and to pray 
for the strength we will need for the "tribulations 
that are imminent and to stand before the Son of 
Man.” 

The First Sunday of Advent begins a new 
liturgical year and the beginning of a season filled 
with the riches of our scripture readings. For the 
next few weeks, the main focus will be on the 
first reading, with the gospel chosen to 
accompany it. Isaiah offers the people of God a 
promise of peace: "They shall beat their swords 
into plowshares and their spears into pruning 
hooks." Matthew's gospel is the story of Noah 
and a caution from Jesus to prepare "for an hour 
you do not expect." 

earth? Maybe we abuse alcohol, are 
greedy or know deep inside there is a 
basic selfishness we don't even want to 
recognize in ourselves. We can only rely 
on Jesus for an "awakeness" that will 
help us to see ourselves as Jesus sees us, 
with love and forgiveness. It is in that 
moment, when we recognize that we are 
"loved sinners" that we can ask for the 
strength to make changes in our lives. 

As we "awake" each morning and sit by 
the side of the bed before we begin our 
day, we can ask Jesus for the grace to see 
his presence in our lives in this day, and 
beg him for the help that we need. And in 
all of the smallest moments of the day, 
we can ask him from the deepest part of 
our hearts for the mercy and grace that 
will keep our eyes and hearts open this 
day. Then we can say, from our hearts, 
Thank you. 
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