
"Blessed are you who believed 
that what was spoken to you by 
the Lord 
would be fulfilled”  
Luke 1 

Nineteenth Week in Ordinary Time: Aug. 12-18, 
2007 

The Nineteenth Week in 
Ordinary Time  

Sunday is the Nineteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time. In Luke's Gospel, Jesus 
cautions us to be ready for the coming of 
the Lord. "Be sure of this: if the master of 
the house had known the hour when the 
thief was coming, he would not have let 
his house be broken into." 

Tuesday is the Memorial of Saint Maximilian 
Mary Kolbe, priest and martyr. Wednesday is 
the Solemnity of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.  

In the first reading from the book of 
Deuteronomy, Moses reminds the people 
of the covenant and says farewell to them. 
We begin reading from the book of 
Joshua and see the people, now under 
the leadership of Joshua, cross the Jordan 
and renew their commitment to the 
covenant.  

In Matthew's Gospel this week Jesus 
predicts his passion and is questioned 
about the temple tax. Jesus has Peter 
retrieve they money from a fish's mouth, 
miraculously. When asked by Peter how 
many times we must forgive, Jesus tells 
the parable of the forgiven and ungrateful 
steward. They ask Jesus about divorce 
and Jesus responds that Moses gave 
exceptions to the people "because of the 
hardness of their hearts." "Let the children 
come to me, and do not prevent them; for 
the Kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 
these."  

Sunday is the Twentieth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time. In Luke's Gospel, Jesus 
says, "I have come to set the earth on 
fire." He warns us that the divisions we 
see, even in our own families, are too 
often caused by the choices people make 
about his mission. 

  

  

Daily Prayer This Week 

Throughout this week, each of us can find the 
connection between some part of the readings and 
a desire, a need, a longing in our unique situation. 
If we begin each day - at the side of our beds, in the 
shower, while getting dressed, over a cup of coffee 
- simply talking with our Lord about our upcoming 
day, we will have a wonderfully reflective week. It 
doesn't have to be long. It just needs to be focused 
and focusing. That is, we need to keep uncovering 
something inside of us that we can talk with our 
Lord about, at various "in between" times during 
the day. Like a song that keeps playing in the back 
of our head all day, a desire we express in the 
morning will focus our day and our relationship with 
Jesus throughout the day. At night we can all pause 
to give thanks for times of connection with Jesus 
during the day, and the gifts God gives us.  

This week, it might be Jesus' prediction of his 
passion, death and resurrection that unsettles us, 
as we realize he's calling us to follow him. So, I 
might examine and experience my resistance to 
following him in the ways that might cost me 
dearly. I might ask if it is the "price" of discipleship 
that deters me. And, who can't be opened up by the 
parable of the servant who doesn't forgive as he's 
been forgiven? Each day we might name people we 
struggle to forgive. We can remind ourselves each 
day of God's mercy toward me. We could make a 
focused effort to thank God for the mercy, 
compassion and unconditional love we've 
experienced, as ask for the grace to share that with 
others. For some of us, it will be important to spend 
a day or more asking for the grace to be faithful in 
our marriage - in all the ways that will call us to die 
to ourselves and think of the needs of our spouse 
before my own. Is my heart "hard" somehow? Can I 
ask for the grace of healing and a new softness, a 
new heart? 

Finally, as we approach Sunday, we can ask our 
Lord to set our hearts on fire for service, for the 
needs of others, for sharing the Good News in our 
part of the world. 
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