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Guide for Prayer for the week of Feb. 19-25, 2006 

The Seventh Week of Ordinary Time 

On the Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time we are 
reminded that God promised to "wipe out" our 
offenses, "your sins I remember no more." (Isaiah 43) 
People bring a paralyzed man to Jesus. Jesus shocks 
them by forgiving the man's sins. To show them that 
Jesus himself is fulfilling God's promise, he heals the 
man's paralysis. 

Wednesday is the Feast of the Chair of St. Peter, 
remembering the time when Peter first took his seat 
as the leader of the Church in Rome. Thursday is the 
Memorial of Saint Polycarp, bishop and martyr.  

The first reading is from James. It continues to offer 
instruction for living our lives in Christ. "Consider it all 
joy when you encounter various trials, for you know 
that the testing of your faith produces perseverance."  

In Mark's Gospel this week we have wonderful 
stories. Jesus drives a demon out of a man and says 
that it took faith and prayer. As they continue on the 
road to Jerusalem, he tells them of his passion, death 
and resurrection, but they fail to see the meaning for 
them. They are arguing over who is the greatest. He 
tells them again what it means to be a disciple: to 
welcome little ones. In a series of sayings Jesus 
warns his disciples about scandalizing little ones, and 
calls them to remove any obstacle to their following 
him. The Pharisees ask him about divorce, to test him 
and turn the people from him. Jesus clearly responds 
about the sacredness of marriage. Because the 
disciples were discouraging people from bringing 
children to Jesus, Jesus embraces and blesses the 
children. 

For the Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time we have the 
prophet Hosea proclaiming how God worked with 
Israel: "I will lead her into the desert and speak to her 
heart." When Jesus is confronted about fasting, he 
uses the image of a patch and a wine skin to say that 
following him requires us to become totally renewed. 

 Daily Prayer This Week 

This is a great week to pray for simplicity, and all the 
graces that flow from this gift. Now simplicity doesn't 
mean being simple minded or naive. It means being 
like the little children Jesus called us to imitate and 
the little children he embraced.  

It is easy to take few moments each morning this 
week to ask for the graces that we need to look into 
our busy calendars, and into our very full hearts, and 
find the areas that need greater simplicity. Of course, 
part of that prayer comes out of a desire to be less 
complicated, to be less stressed by conflict and to not 
be pulled in too many directions. Another level of that 
prayer is that we might be more trusting, more 
vulnerable and more dependent upon God. This is to 
ask for that great grace of living a life that comes 
together - with the various parts in harmony with each 
other, i.e., the me that goes to church on Sunday is 
the same me that interacts with my family and the 
me that goes to work each day.  

Each of us will find ways to ask for these graces 
according to our own circumstances. Some of us may 
be able to set time aside every day to pray. But, even 
those of us who can't seem to find that time can 
choose to focus our consciousness enough to gather 
our interior movements together in ongoing brief, but 
very meaningful, conversations with our Lord. If our 
days can begin with naming the desire that will give 
shape to our thoughts and desires throughout the 
day, then that discipline will pay off richly in our ability 
to re-connect to that desire when we are in the midst 
of doing almost anything. It starts to become easy to 
recall what we asked the Lord for in just 30 or 40 
seconds in the morning. While walking somewhere or 
while doing almost anything else that used to just be 
filled with worry or anxiety or "day dreaming," we can 
now talk with our Lord about this event or that 
conflict, this person or that habit of mine. Each brief, 
"background" encounter with our Lord will help us 
repeat our desire to be made more simple - maybe 
even a whole new cloth or a whole new wineskin, into 
which can be poured wonderfully new wine. 
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