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CREIGHTON ARMY ROTC HISTORY

War Department Bulletin Number 2, Dated 27 January 1919, 

established the Army Reserve Officers’ Training Corps at Creighton 

University. Under the direction of Major Corbett S. Hoffman, the 

University’s first Professor of Military Science, 136 young men enrolled 

in the ROTC Program.  Members of the graduation class of 1922 were the 

first to receive their commissions as Second Lieutenants. Since then, over 

2,228 men and women have received their commissions at Creighton 

University.

 At the beginning of WW II, every male over 18 was drafted. In 1942 

the Army created the Army Special Training Program at Creighton. All 

undergraduate men were required to take ROTC. The government 

funded this training for the university. Some students were called to 

active duty in as little as 6 months. By the end of WWII, over 2000 

Creighton students, faculty, and alumni were in uniform. By the end of 

1942, Creighton was down to about 200 traditional students.

 The General Military Science Program of Instruction, introduced the 

Department of the Army in 1952, replaced Creighton’s Infantry Branch 

program and was integrated into the University’s curriculum during the 

school year of 1954. In 1960 the “academic substitution” curriculum was 

incorporated into the first year Basic ROTC Program. ROTC was 

required for all males until 1969 when the administration approved it to 

become voluntary.
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 In 1982 the Creighton Bluejay Battalion was divided into 2 units. The 

second unit became known as the Maverick Battalion at the University of 

Nebraska at Omaha. This lasted until 1985 when the two units were 

again reunited forming the Black Wolves Battalion. This name stems 

from the family coat of arms of St. Ignatius of Loyola, founder of the 

Society of Jesus.

 The Army ROTC Building was dedicated in 1993 to Ensign John J. 

Parle, a 1942 graduate of Creighton who gave his life off the coast of 

Sicily. Since then numerous Creighton Alumni have served in WWII, 

Vietnam, 1st Gulf War, Kosovo, Iraqi and Afghanistan defending our 

freedom and liberties. The ROTC Program also has among its graduates 

several general officers, congressman and other government, business 

and professional leaders.
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CADRE

Professor of Military Science   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Major Jared Sutton 

Executive Officer   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Captain Sean Miller 

Enrollment & Scholarship Officer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Charles McKinley

Operations NCO   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sergeant First Class Phillip Cole

Military Instructor  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Major David Wood

Military Instructor  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Captain Cindy Stockamp 

Supply Technician   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Cindy Brinkley 

Human Resource Technician   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Steve Stimson

Honorary Army ROTC Chaplain  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Chas Kestermeier, S .J .
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GUEST SPEAKER

BRIGADIER GENERAL 
RICHARD DAHLMAN
Assistant Adjutant General
Army Nebraska National Guard

Brigadier General Richard Dahlman is the Assistant 

Adjutant General - Army, Nebraska National Guard. 

In this assignment, General Dahlman is responsible 

for leading the 3,800 Soldiers of the Nebraska Army 

National Guard to include strategic planning, manning, 

training and readiness to support its State and Federal missions. He advises the 

Adjutant General on issues pertaining to and utilization of Nebraska Army National 

Guard forces and guides the development and implementation of all programs 

and policies affecting the organization. General Dahlman is also dual-hatted as the 

Deputy Adjutant General.

AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:
Legion of Merit; Meritorious Service Medal (with 3 Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters); Army 
Commendation Medal (with 1 Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters); Army Achievement Medal 
(with 1 Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters); Army Good Conduct Medal; Army Reserve 
Component Achievement Medal (with 1 Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster); National Defense 
Service Medal (with 1 Bronze Service Star); Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal; 
Armed Forces Reserve Medal (with Silver Hourglass); NATO Medal; Army Superior 
Unit Award; Army Service Ribbon; Army Reserve Components Overseas Training 
Ribbon; Expert Field Medical Badge; Expert Infantryman Badge; Master Army 
Aviator Badge; Parachutist Badge; AFRMM; Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary 
Medal; Global War on Terrorism Service Medal; Nebraska National Guard Service 
Medal (with Silver Hourglass); Nebraska National Guard Meritorious Service Medal
Nebraska National Guard Individual Achievement Medal (with 4 Bronze Oak 
Leaf Clusters); Nebraska National Guard Emergency Service Medal (with 3 Bronze 
Service Star); Nebraska National Guard Homeland Defense Service Ribbon; 
Nebraska National Guard Commendation Medal.
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CANDIDATES FOR COMMISSION IN THE 
UNITED STATES ARMY

Jillian L . Boesch    
Jill is the daughter of Jack and Cindy Boesch. She is from Humphrey, Neb., and graduated from 
St. Francis High School in 2010. Jill received a four-year Nursing Scholarship and entered the 
Black Wolves Battalion in her freshman year. During her freshman year she combined her MS I 
and II years, to allow for completion of her nursing degree. Jill was also in charge of fundraising 
for the Cadet Club Fund and participated in multiple Color Guard events. During her sophomore 
year, Jill participated in the All-Female Ranger Challenge and became the team leader for Team 
B of the women’s team. The summer following her sophomore year, she attended LDAC and 
Cadet Troop Leadership Training at Miesau, Germany. During her junior year Jill participated in 
two more All-Female Ranger Challenge competitions and attended CULP training in Indonesia 
and the Nurse Summer Training Program at Walter Reed National Medical Center in Bethesda, 
Md. This year, Jill served as the Black Wolves Battalion commander for the fall semester and 
as a tactical officer for the spring semester. Upon graduation from Creighton University with 
a Bachelor of Science in Nursing, and upon passing the nursing boards, Jill will join the Active 
Duty Nurse Corps.

James T . Cholewa  
James Cholewa is the son of Angi and John Cholewa. After moving around the country as an 
adolescent, Jim settled in Elgin, Ill., outside of Chicago. He graduated from St. Edward High 
School with a four-year National Army ROTC Scholarship and elected to further his education at 
Creighton University.  Jim led a Color Guard team as a sophomore, attended CULP in Romania, 
where he taught English to Romanian Special Forces, and finished the year as the ‘most 
improved cadet.’  Jim attended LDAC the summer following his junior year, where he won the 
most improved cadet award for the second time. Following LDAC, Jim did Cadet Troop Leader 
Training with an Air Defense Artillery unit at Ft. Bliss, Texas. As a senior, CDT Cholewa has 
devoted himself to being a high-quality TAC officer and Officer in Charge of the Cadet Club 
Fund. He will graduate from Creighton University with a Bachelor of Science in Biology and will 
then delay his Army service in order to stay at Creighton for four years of dental school before 
branching Active Duty Dental Corps in May 2018.

Alicia K . Cook      
Alicia is the daughter of Lynne and Corey Cook.  She grew up at a number of different Army 
bases throughout the U.S., Belgium and Germany with three younger siblings. After graduating 
from Waynesville High School near Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., Alicia received a four-year 
National Scholarship for Army ROTC and chose to attend Creighton University.  She has been 
a part of the Black Wolves Battalion for four years. During her freshman year Alicia became 
involved with the Ranger Challenge Team and has competed with them in six competitions. 
During her sophomore year Alicia joined the Color Guard team and attended CULP training 
at Burkina Faso, Africa, the following summer. Alicia was the captain of the All-Female Ranger 
Challenge team her junior year and attended LDAC  the summer following her junior year. 
At camp she was a distinguished military graduate and scored a 371 on her physical fitness 
test, which earned her the top female APFT score of the regiment. During her senior year 
Alicia served as the Battalion Tactical Officer in the fall and as the Cadet Battalion Executive 
Officer during the spring. She will graduate Creighton University with a Bachelor of Science in 
Sociology and a military science minor before attending flight school in October as an Army 
aviator.6
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Jenifer Edmondson 
Jen is the daughter of Lourdes and James Edmondson. She was born in Panama, where her 
mother is from. Jen considers Indiana, home to her father, to be her home state. She grew up in 
a military family, has three younger siblings and graduated from Bellevue East High School 
in Bellevue, Neb. Jen started Creighton University in fall 2010 and immediately joined the 
Army ROTC program. Later that year she received a three-year Scholarship for Army ROTC. 
During her time at Creighton, Jen has participated in Color Guard, the All-Female Rangers 
Challenge Team, helped the Black Wolves Battalion create a successful food drive for the hungry, 
and attended a CULP trip to Ciudad Quesada, Costa Rica. She attended LDAC following her 
junior year, where she received an overall rating of excellent, shot a perfect 40 during range 
qualification, and became a distinguished military graduate. During her senior year Jen has 
served as the Battalion’s Operations Officer during the fall semester and the Battalion Tactical 
Officer this spring. Jen will graduate from Creighton University with a Bachelor of Science 
in Biology and a military science minor.  She will attend medical school in the fall, and was 
awarded the HPSP scholarship by the Army for medical school.

John P . Fitzsimmons
Jack, son of John and Lindy Fitzsimmons, grew up on a farm outside of Jefferson, S.D., with 
five younger siblings. He graduated from Bishop Heelan High School and received a four-year 
National Army ROTC Scholarship and chose to attend Creighton University. Jack has been a 
three-year member and captain of the Ranger Challenge team and member of the Black Wolves 
Color Guard. He graduated from airborne school the summer following his sophomore year. 
Jack graduated as a military graduate and as the top cadet of the 9th Regiment at Warrior Forge 
2013. He will graduate this May with a bachelor’s degree in accounting and will commission as 
an active duty aviation officer. Following commissioning, Jack will be at Platoon TAC for 10th 
Regiment’s 2nd Platoon Alpha Company at Warrior Forge 2014 before attending flight school this 
fall.

Stephen M . Graham 
Stephen is the son of Gordon and Barbara Graham. He is from Des Moines, Iowa. Following 
graduation from Dowling Catholic High School in West Des Moines, he spent his first year 
at Creighton University where he was exposed to the ROTC program through his friends. 
Stephen joined ROTC in the fall of his sophomore year and received a three-year Dedicated 
National Guard Scholarship in December 2011. He enlisted in the Nebraska National Guard as a 
condition of the scholarship and has drilled with the 754th Chemical Company in Omaha. The 
summer following his sophomore year, Stephen was awarded the National Guard Individual 
Achievement Medal following annual training in Salina, Kan. This year, Stephen served as a 
Platoon TAC Officer for the fall semester and the Battalion Command SGT Major for the spring 
semester. He will graduate in May with a Bachelor of Science in Emergency Medical Services 
and a minor in biology. Stephen will branch National Guard Aviation and after commissioning 
will transfer to Headquarters Company of 1-367th Aviation Battalion, where he will serve as the 
company executive officer until attending flight school at Fort Rucker, Ala. Stephen plans on 
serving as a medical evacuation helicopter pilot for the National Guard and working as a civilian 
paramedic. 
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Michael V . Hall 
Michael is the son of Mark and Kathleen Hall. He was born in Wiesbaden, Germany, while 
his father was in the Air Force. Michael grew up in Norfolk , Neb., and graduated from 
Norfolk Catholic High School as valedictorian. Following graduation, Michael decided to 
attend Creighton University to pursue a biology degree and was awarded a four-year National 
Scholarship from Army ROTC. During his freshman year he joined the Color Guard team and 
became the team leader his junior year. Michael went to LDAC the summer following his junior 
year and received the Recondo Award as well as becoming a distinguished military graduate. 
During his senior year, Michael served as the battalion S/1 and as a squad TAC. Michael will 
graduate from Creighton University with a Bachelor of Science in Biology and will attend 
Berkeley’s optometry school before serving on active duty.

John Hardin 
John is the son of Mary and John Hardin. He graduated from Bellevue West High School in 2010. 
Immediately following high school, John joined the Army National Guard and left for basic 
training at Fort Jackson, S.C., and AIT at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. He started college in the spring 
of 2011 at the University of Nebraska Omaha, and has been a part of the Black Wolves Battalion 
for three years. After his junior year, John attended LDAC where he maxed his physical fitness 
test and received the Recondo Award. He will graduate from UNO with a general studies degree 
and is branching Infantry in the Iowa National Guard.

Dillan T . Hebert
Dillan is the son of Shawn and Joe Hebert. He grew up in Omaha and graduated from Central 
High School in 2009. He is a member of Delta Epsilon Iota and Alpha Phi Sigma, two national 
honor societies. Dillan joined ROTC in fall 2010 and joined the Color Guard team. That same 
year, Dillan joined the Nebraska Honor Guard team and deployed to Afghanistan in support 
of Operation Enduring Freedom. Dillan returned to ROTC in spring 2012 and achieved a 300 
APFT score for the first time. He graduated from Air Assault School and later participated in the 
Ranger Challenge. During the summer of 2013, Dillan graduated Airborne School and LDAC, 
where he achieved an overall excellence rating to finish as a distinguished military graduate. 
While in the National Guard and ROTC, Dillan earned the German Armed Forces Proficiency 
badge in gold, Parachutist Badge, Air Assault Badge, Army Achievement Medal, Army Good 
Conduct Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal with campaign 
star, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Armed Forces Reserve Medal with M device, 
NCO Professional Development Ribbon, Army Service Ribbon, and NATO Afghanistan Service 
Medal. Dillan will graduate from the University of Nebraska Omaha with a bachelor’s degree 
in criminology and criminal justice and branch active duty Military Intelligence with a branch 
detail into Infantry.
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Colin K . Honeker 
Colin is the son of Diana and Ken Honeker.  He grew up as part of a military family living in 
California and Italy, before settling in Hawaii, where he graduated from Aiea High School. He 
received a four-year National Scholarship for Army ROTC at Creighton University. During his 
freshman year, Colin participated in ROTC and as a Division I athlete on the men’s cross country 
team. During his sophomore year, he became involved with the Ranger Challenge team and 
participated in Color Guard. After Colin’s junior year, he attended LDAC and CTLT at Fort Bragg, 
N.C., with the 82nd Airborne, which has helped him develop his leadership skills. During his 
senior year, Colin served as a Platoon TAC Officer and Assistant Master Fitness Trainer as well 
as the Cadet Battalion S3 Operations Officer.  He will graduate from Creighton University with 
a Bachelor Degree in Emergency Medical Services and will branch Armor. Colin will start his 
Army career as a Cavalry Scout Platoon Leader in the New Jersey National Guard.  

Brady Moran 
Brady is the son of Michele and Steven Moran. He grew up in Oshkosh, Wis.  Brady attended 
Lourdes High School in Oshkosh and received a four-year National Scholarship for Army 
ROTC.  He has been part of the Black Wolves Battalion for four years. During Brady’s sophomore 
year he joined the Color Guard team and conducted CULP in Tanzania the following summer. 
During his junior year, Brady was the Color Guard team captain and went to Kaiserslautern, 
Germany, for CTLT following LDAC. This year, he served as a Squad TAC Officer in the fall and 
as the Cadet S-6 during the spring semester. He will graduate from Creighton University with 
a Bachelor of Science Degree in Exercise Science and a minor in military science.  Brady will 
branch Military Intelligence in the Army Reserves and will enroll in the occupational therapy 
program at Creighton University in the fall. 

Jacob R . Woodworth 
Jacob is the son of Scott and Sherry Woodworth. He is from in Omaha and graduated from 
Millard West High School. Jacob has been a part of Creighton ROTC for four years. He 
previously served as an enlisted 88Mike in the Nebraska National Guard. Jacob will graduate 
from University of Nebraska Omaha with a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice and will join the 
Nebraska National Guard as an Armor officer.  
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THE TRADITION OF THE FIRST SALUTE

The origin of the exchange of a silver dollar upon an officer receiving 
his/her first salute is somewhat of a mystery.  Many believe it to date from 
British units in early Colonial America.  These new customs were retained 
by newly formed American units and militia and over time became the 
traditions of the United States Military.  One possible solution to the 
mystery lies in the custom of providing newly commissioned British 
officers with an enlisted aide.  This enlisted aide would train the new 
officer and ensure that he was aware of all regimental traditions and that 
their equipment was proper and serviceable.  In gratitude, the officers 
would often provide their enlisted aide with a small sum of money. 

 
The monthly pay of a US 2nd Lieutenant in 1816 consisted of a base pay 

of $25, a $3 ration allowance, and $1 for an enlisted advisor. While the 
advisor’s pay was later discontinued, the relationship of enlisted trainers 
and young officers continued.

 
The silver dollar salute has come to signify a deep sense of gratitude for 

the knowledge enlisted personnel, especially NCOs, have passed on to 
them during training.  It is acknowledgment from one professional to 
another saying, “Welcome to our service and to the profession of arms.”

 
The coin is an expression of respect shared together, as are all tasks and 

missions that are given for the officer and enlisted to perform. The values 
and ethics that are passed on to the newly commissioned officer are there 
to be shared and remembered and to be passed on again when the time 
comes.

 
Whatever the true origin of the “silver dollar salute”, it is part a part of 

the tradition of becoming an Army Officer.  It marks the moment in which 
they are no longer Cadets or Candidates, but rather Commissioned 
Officers in the United States Army. 
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CADET CREED 

I am an ARMY Cadet.

Soon I will take an oath and become an Army Officer committed to 

DEFENDING the values which make this Nation great.

HONOR is my touchstone.

I understand MISSION first and PEOPLE always.

I am the PAST, the spirit of those WARRIORS who have made the final 

sacrifice.

I am the PRESENT, the scholar and apprentice soldier enhancing my 

skills in the science of warfare and the art of leadership.

But above all I am the FUTURE, the future WARRIOR LEADER of the 

United States Army. May God give me the compassion and judgment to 

lead and the gallantry in battle to WIN.

 I WILL DO MY DUTY.
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SOLDIER’S CREED  

I am an American Soldier.

I am a Warrior and a member of a team.  

I serve the people of the United States and live the Army Values.

I will always place the mission first.

I will never accept defeat.

I will never quit.

I will never leave a fallen comrade.

I am disciplined, physically and mentally tough, trained and proficient in 

my warrior tasks and drills.  I always maintain my arms, my equipment 

and myself.

I am an expert and I am a professional.

I stand ready to deploy, engage, and destroy the enemies of the United 

States of America in close combat.

I am a guardian of freedom and the American way of life.

I am an American Soldier. 
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THE ARMY SONG  

March along, sing our song, with the Army of the free.

Count the brave, count the true, who have fought to victory.

We’re the Army and proud of our name!

We’re the Army and proudly proclaim:

First to fight for the right,

And to build the Nation’s might,

And The Army Goes Rolling Along

Proud of all we have done,

Fighting till the battle’s won,

And the Army Goes Rolling Along.

 Then it’s Hi! Hi! Hey!

The Army’s on its way.

Count off the cadence loud and strong 

For where’er we go,

You will always know

That The Army Goes Rolling Along.
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MANEUVER, FIRES AND EFFECTS (MFE)

Air Defense Artillery: protect the force and selected geopolitical 
assets from aerial attack, missile attack and surveillance.  

Armor: close with and destroy the enemy using fire, maneuver and 
shock effect. 

Aviation: find, fix and destroy the enemy through fire and maneuver; 
and to provide combat, combat service and combat service support. 

Chemical Corps: protect the force and allow the Army to fight and 
win against a Nuclear Biological and Chemical (NBC) threat. 

Corps of Engineers: support the battlefield commander by executing 
their four-fold tactical mission of mobility, counter mobility, 
survivability and general engineering, as well as topographical 
support. 

Field Artillery: destroy, neutralize and suppress the enemy by 
cannon, rocket and missile fire.

Infantry: close with the enemy by means of fire and maneuver in 
order to destroy, capture or repel their assault by fire, close combat and 
counterattack. 

Military Police Corps: perform area security; maneuver and 
mobility support; police intelligence operations; internment and 
resettlement; and law and order. 

OPERATIONS SUPPORT (OS)

Military Intelligence Corps: provide timely, relevant and accurate 
intelligence and Electronic Warfare (EW) support to leaders at all 
levels. 

Signal Corps: provide seamless, secure, consistent and dynamic 
worldwide information systems and communication networks for 
real-time command and control. 

BASIC BRANCHES OF THE US ARMY
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FORCE SUSTAINMENT (FS)

Adjutant General Corps: provide personnel service support for the 
Army. 

Finance Corps: fund operations; execute timely commercial vendor 
and contract payments; and to provide pay and disbursing services, 
banking and currency services and limited accounting on an area 
basis. 

Ordnance Corps: support the development, production, acquisition 
and sustainment of weapons systems and munitions; provide 
Explosive Ordnance Disposal. 

Quartermaster Corps: provide supply support, field services, aerial 
delivery support, materiel and distribution management. 

Transportation Corps: perform transportation services and support 
functions for forces. Plan, schedule and supervise the use of each mode 
of transportation for the effective movement of personnel and cargo.
 
HEALTH SERVICES (HS)

Medical Service Corps: perform clinical, scientific, administrative, 
command and support services essential to manage a world-class 
healthcare system. 

Army Nurse Corps: provide nursing leadership and care within a 
professional military system and in support of the mission of the Army 
Medical Department. 

Dental Corps: responsible for the dental health of Soldiers and their 
families, also assist in the emergency medical management of 
casualties during combat operations.

Medical Corps: responsible for the overall health of soldiers and 
providing healthcare to soldiers’ families and others eligible to receive 
this care in the military community.
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