
The OT Department would 

like to officially welcome the 

following individuals to the 

OT Department: 

Ms. Kate Young has assumed 

the role of instructor, teaching 

course content in mental 

health for the academic year 

2012-2013. Ms. Young is 

also completing her post pro-

fessional OTD at Creighton. 

Ms. Angela Patterson is act-

ing as a part time adjunct 

faculty member for the aca-

demic year 2012-2013 help-

ing with labs and clinical 

education.  

Dr. Ashley Bender will be 

assisting in the Spring 2013 

as an instructor for OTD 304 

Occupational Patterns in 

Culture with the mentorship 

of Dr. Joy Doll. 

Dr. Bobbi Greiner will be 

acting as instructor for 

POTD 501 Historical Per-

spectives of Occupation for 

the Spring 2013.  

The OT Department wishes 

to  welcome all of these 

individuals and thanks them 

for sharing their time and ex-

pertise to educate our students.  

OT Department Welcomes Faculty 

Advocating for Accessibility  

On October 22nd, the mem-

bers of the Student Empow-

erment Network (SEN) wel-

comed Fr. Tim Lannon, 

President of Creighton Uni-

versity to a presentation 

about the importance of 

accessibility both on 

Creighton’s campus and 

beyond.  

OT student Bonnie Kirkpat-

rick had lobbied Fr. Lannon 

to come visit the west side of 

campus to get a full grasp of 

the issues with accessibility.  

OT students Kim McClintick 

and Megan Volk led the 

presentation discussing the 

importance of accessibility 

for all and describing how 

accessibility promotes jus-

tice. 

Following the presentation, 

OT students Bonnie Kirkpat-

rick, Nichole Gold and Bri-

anna Parkhill toured both Fr. 

Lannon and Dean Bradberry 

around the Boyne building 

and the Health Sciences 

Library to help make them 

aware of the challenges re-

garding accessibility in those 

areas. Fr. Lannon even got in 

a wheelchair and attempted 

to maneuver around to get a 

grasp of the challenges with 

accessibility.  

The OT Department is very 

proud of the advocacy and 

efforts by these students. 

Their passion and lack of 

acceptance of the status quo 

exemplifies the leadership 

we expect of our students.  

The OT Department would 

like to thank both Dean 

Bradberry and Fr. Lannon 

for their time and compas-

sion. We hope to see some 

changes enacted on this side 

of campus to promote in-

creased accessibility.  
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Above: Fr. Lannon learns 

about accessibility from OT 

students Bonnie Kirkpatrick 

and Nichole Gold.  

Pi Theta Epsilon Inducts First PPOTD Students 

After advocating for the 

inclusion of post profes-

sional OTD students into Pi 

Theta Epsilon, it is finally 

approved! On November 

11, 2012, the first group of 

PPOTD students were in-

ducted into the Creighton 

chapter of Pi Theta Epsilon. 

This is thanks to the  advoca-

cy of PPOTD alum Paige 

Johns and Dr. Helene 

Lohman, faculty advisor for 

Pi Theta Epsilon. The follow-

ing PPOTD students were 

inducted:  Mimi Mamo Tesse-

ma, Becky Kligerman, 

Christina Douglas, Jessica 

Crowe, Ketti Johnson Cof-

felt, Lisa Olsen, & Su-

zanne Holm. Congratula-

tions on your accomplish-

ment!  

Left: Ms. 

Kate Young 

Right: Ms. 

Angela Patter-

son  

A publication of the Creighton University 

Department of Occupational Therapy.  

Editor: Joy Doll,  OTD, OTR/L  



The 2012 OT ILAC Program to the Domini-

can Republic was led by Dr. Anna Domina 

who was accompanied by professionals and 

alums Dawn Williams, 2003, and Ashley 

Fecht, 2004. Yvonne Randall, a colleague of 

Ashley’s from  Touro University, also at-

tended as a professional. 

In total, 9 OT students attended the experi-

ence providing therapy services in a variety 

of settings including a mountain campo and in 

the city at a public hospital.  

Beyond clinical experiences, students get ex-

posure to the culture and the occupations of 

the Dominican people.  

Dr. Domina will again lead the team in 2013. 

The 2013 cohort will be announced in Janu-

ary. Professionals will be recruited in the 

spring. Please direct any questions to Dr. 

Domina or Dr. Doll.  

and open to the public.  Topics so far have 

addressed picky eating, handwriting, sensory 

integration, bike tips, promoting language, and 

toy tips for the holidays.  

Creighton Pediatric Therapy is staffed by 

physical therapy and occupational therapy 

faculty members from Creighton University’s 

Departments of Occupational Therapy and 

Physical Therapy. Our core group of therapists 

includes two board-certified specialists in pe-

diatric physical therapy; one of the few occu-

pational therapists in the region trained to use 

the Sensory Integration and Praxis Test 

(SIPT); and two occupational therapists as 

well as one speech-language pathologist 

with extensive training and expertise treat-

ing clients with feeding and swallowing 

dysfunctions  

Questions about CPT and our services may 

be directed to us by phone at 402-932-

3355 or email to pediatricthera-

py@creighton.edu.  You may also visit us 

on the web at 

http://pediatrictherapy.creighton.edu.  

Dr. Al Bracciano had the wonderful oppor-

tunity to visit Korea this summer at the 

request of the Korean Association of Occu-

pational Therapists (KAOT) and as a repre-

sentative for the American Occupational 

Therapy.  KAOTA had contacted the Amer-

ican Occupational Therapy Association 

(AOTA) regarding clinical use and reim-

bursement of electrotherapy and physical 

agent modalities.   

As the content expert in physical agent 

modalities (PAMS) for the AOTA, the in-

quiry was forwarded to Dr. B for a response 

and to contact the KAOT. As the discus-

sions and questions became more complex, 

an invitation was extended by KAOT to 

come to Korea to present two workshops: A 

Clinical Framework for Physical Agent 

Modalities in Occupational Therapy and to 

meet to further discuss reimbursement and 

insurance coverage for electrotherapy and 

physical agents.   
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OT ILAC Program Update 

Creighton Pediatric Therapy Clinic Update   

Dr. Bracciano Visits Korea to Talk about PAMs  

OT  COM MU NI QUE   

Above: 2012 ILAC Participants at the 

ILAC Center  

The full-day workshops were held at the 

Department of Occupational Therapy, Yon-

sei University and also at the Department of 

Occupational Therapy, Woosong University.  

The workshops provided KAOT members 

and occupational therapy students with an 

overview of physical agent modalities and a 

framework for clinical use and application.  

The lab component allowed therapists and 

students to learn electrode placement and 

clinical protocols for use with the hemiplegic 

upper extremity.   

Dr. B was greatly impressed with the clini-

cian’s knowledge of stroke rehabilitation and 

how quickly they were able to integrate and 

apply the information and techniques.  He 

was also impressed with the occupational 

therapy department faculty, students and lab 

space at both universities.  The classroom 

and lab facilities at both Yonsei University 

and Woosong University were similar to the 

facilities at many OT educational programs 

in the U.S., if not of better quality and size! 

For more information, please contact Dr. B at 

albracciano@creighton.edu.    

Above: Dr. Bracciano in Korea with mem-

bers of the Korean Association of Occupa-

tional Therapists.  

The Creighton Pediatric Therapy (CPT)  

provides OT, PT and SLT services for 

children and their families, in addition to 

providing a clinical site to extend class 

room learning.  Students participate in 

observations, structured learning activi-

ties, service learning activities, all levels 

of fieldwork, and professional rotations 

at CPT. 

In addition to individual therapy inter-

ventions, family education programs and 

specialized groups are also offered.  CPT 

has provided monthly “Parent Night 

Out” educational session. These are free 

Left: Jacy 

VerMaas Lee 

working with 

a client.  
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The PPOTD Program currently has 50 stu-

dents. Applications for the Spring 2013 

were due November 1st.  

In November, the first group of PPOTD  

students were inducted in the Pi Theta Epsi-

lon which is an exciting new development 

for PPOTD students. Thank you to Dr. He-

lene Lohman for her advocacy efforts to 

make this possible.  

This December, the PPOTD program con-

gratulates Laura Bejot and Linda Frasier 

who will both be graduating. Congratula-

tions to you both!  

The Post Professional OTD Program  ad-

mitted 7 new students for the Fall semester. 

We welcomed them to campus for POTD 

500 Introduction to Clinical Doctoral Stud-

ies in September. They are a great addition 

to our program. 

In November, Dr. Joy Doll went on a re-

cruiting trip to the Texas Occupational 

Therapy Association Conference. There 

were over 500 OT practitioners in attend-

ance.  Many attendees expressed interest in 

the program! 

 

OT3 Kim McClintick planned the first ever 

OT Extravaganza which took place in Sep-

tember. The event welcomed the new OT 

students into the OTD program informing 

them about opportunities around campus.  

Current OT student representatives from a 

variety of student organizations like 

CUSOTA and SEN spoke about the mission 

of their organization and how to join. They 

informed the OT1s about meeting times and 

why each organization matters on campus.  

The event allowed the new OT students to 

learn that beyond school, there are lots of 

opportunities to get involved.  

Thank you to Kim for organizing this won-

derful and meaningful event!  

of the Hebei Province, China, faculty and 

students gave presentations at a rehabilitation 

symposium to rehabilitation specialists from 

the hospital and other hospitals in the sur-

rounding communities; co-treated patients 

with their rehabilitative counterparts in Chi-

na; attended clinical rounds with surgeons; 

toured the hospital infrastructure and provid-

ed education and consultations to practition-

ers, patients and family members.  

Along with working alongside the rehabilita-

tive staff at the hospital, CHIP participants 

also took part in various activities that were 

organized by the administrators and practi-

tioners of the hospital to help understand both 

the Chinese culture and healthcare system. 

The 2012 CHIP participants were able to tour, 

gain insight and participate in eastern medical 

practices at the Traditional Chinese Medical 

(TCM) Hospital in Hebei. The eastern prac-

tices the students were able to see at TCM 

included acupuncture, cupping, massage and 

During Creighton University’s fall break in 

October of 2012, the 5th group of faculty and 

students from the SPAHP and the School of 

Nursing participated in the China Honors 

Interprofessional Program (CHIP). CHIP is a 

collaborative program that intends to help 

promote cultural understanding and ex-

change, cultivate cultural sensitivity and 

competency, and increase international col-

laborations in education and research. Those 

who participated in the CHIP program in-

clude: 2 occupational therapy faculty mem-

bers, 2 entry level OTD students, 2 physical 

therapy faculty members and 2 entry level 

DPT students, and 1 faculty member along 

with 2 DNP nursing students from the School 

of Nursing at Creighton.  

During the 10 day experiential learning in the 

Number 3 Hospital of Hebei Medical Univer-

sity located in Shijiazhuang, the capital city 
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Post Professional Program Update  

First OT Extravaganza  

CHIP Updates  

Above: OT student Mattie Johnson speaks 

at the OT Extravaganza.  

Above: The Fall 2012 incoming cohort 

of PPOTD 

Right: Dr. Doll 

mans a recruit-

ment booth at 

the 2012 TOTA 

Conference.  

traditional herbal pharmacy services. CHIP 

participants also had the opportunity to tour a 

local Stone Village located in the mountains 

outside the city of Shijiazhuang, wonder 

around the Forbidden City, take a boat ride 

across the river at the Summer Palace, step up 

and down over 2,000 steps at the Great Wall, 

and have an Olympic photo finish at the Birds 

Nest and Water cube in Beijing. As the results 

of CHIP 2012 experience, students enhanced 

their understanding of the Chinese healthcare 

system and culture, increased their cultural 

competency, promoted clinical reasoning, and 

broadened their knowledge and skills in inter-

professional patient care. 

Left: 2012 

CHIP 

partici-

pants.  
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2013 AOTA Conference Presentations  

OT  COM MU NI QUE   

A large number of our students, alumni, and faculty have been accepted to present at the 2013 American Occupational Therapy Associ-

ation Conference. A list of their presentations and posters are included here:  

 

Students and Alumni 

 Patty Laverdure, a PPOTD graduate, will present a short course entitled Value-Added Assessment of School-based Occupational 

Therapy Practitioners. This work was from her Professional Rotation.  

 PPOTD students Lisa Olsen, Pat Jakubiec and Susan Powell will present a poster entitled The Occupational Therapy Mental Health 

Act, House Resolution 3762. This poster came out of their work in Dr. Lohman's policy course.  

 PPOTD student Suzanne Holm will present research conducted as a PPOTD student entitled Discharge Planning for the Elderly in 

Acute Care: The Perceptions of Experienced Occupational Therapists. Dr. Mu was her research mentor. She will also present a 

short course entitled Taking the Lead in Assessment and Discharge in Acute Care.   

 EOTD Student Katie Nedley will present a poster entitled Effectiveness of Functional Electrical Stimulation Arm Ergometry to 

Treat the Upper Extremity for Individuals with Spinal Cord Injury.  

 PPOTD Student Doug Rakoski will present on Using a Systematic Approach to Implement Technology Solutions for Persons with 

Cognitive Disabilities and a Tech Day presentation entitled Do It Yourself (DIY) Therapeutic Technology: Enhancing Occupation-

al Performance with Low Cost Equipment.  

 EOTD students Ellie Cusic, Katie Nedley and Diana Feldhacker will present a poster on their research project entitled Occupation-

al Transitions of Sudanese Refugee Women. Dr. Padilla acted as their faculty mentor.  

 EOTD students Miranda Little, Abbie Squire & Katie Brummer will present a poster of their research entitled: Dance as an Effec-

tive Form of Weight Management for Adolescent Girls. This was research they conducted under the mentorship of Dr. Blanchard.  

 PPOTD Alum Julie Seltzer will present two posters at AOTA: Advocating for and Educating the Occupational Therapy Field in the 

Veterans Health Administration: The Role of the Occupational Therapy Field Advisory Council and A Comprehensive Transdisci-

plinary Lower Extremity Gait Training Program: The Role of Occupational Therapy. 

 AK EOTD graduate Kathleen Hansen will present a research paper entitled: A comparison of the sensory profile and sensory pro-

cessing measure home form for children with fetal alcohol spectrum disorders. The research paper was based on her work under-

taken during her professional rotation.  

 PPOTD student Susan Cleghorn will present a poster entitled Service Learning: Preparing future practitioners through active learn-

ing experiences.  

 

Faculty and Staff  

 Dr. Lohman will present a short course entitled Occupation-based orthotic provision with older adults.  

 Drs. Lohman and Krusemark along with Ms. Jacy VerMaasLee and Ms. Bette Poutre will present at Tech Day. Their presentation 

is entitled Best Practice in Using Electronic Health Records for Occupational Therapy Education and Practice: A web-based in-

structional program.   

 Drs. Coppard, Mu and Ms. Bette Poutre will present an Institute entitled Designing and Assessing Significant eLearning Experi-

ences in the Classroom.  

 Drs. Jensen, Bracciano and Mu will present a Research Paper entitled Student Learning Outcomes of an Interprofessional Experi-

ential Learning Program in China. 

 Dr. Bracciano will present an Institute entitled The Art and Science of Physical Agent Modalities: An Evidence and Clinical Based 

Approach to Application.  

 Drs. Bracciano, Jensen, Mu, and Doll will present a poster entitled A Cross Cultural Journey: Facilitating Cultural Competency, 

Clinical Reasoning and Leadership Through International Outreach.  

 Drs. Matthews, Jensen, Bracciano, Domina and Doll will present at Tech Day on Technology and Teaching: Best Practices for 

Distance and Campus Students.  
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Recent Faculty Publications 
 Padilla, R. (2012). A service model for migrants who have been victims of torture and imprisonment. Journal of Human Rights Practice, 4

(1), 30-56.  

 Padilla, R. & Captain, Y. (2012). West African migrants to Latin America: Human factors and emerging international policy.  Journal of 

Refugee Studies, 25(1), 134-148.   

 Padilla, R. (2012). Healing history, or remembrance of the art of listening. Journal of Human Rights, 11(3), 405-429.  

 Tilleman, J., Coover, K., Blythe, E., Doll, J.D., O’Brien, K. & Ryan Haddad, A. (2012). Service-learning incorporated into early practice 

experience. Currents in Pharmacy Teaching and Learning, 4, 292-297.  

 Packard, K., Doll, JD, Huggett, K, Furze, J, Jorgensen, D, Jensen, G, Maio, A, Chephal, H, & Wilken, M (2012). Interprofessional Team 

Reasoning Framework: A Tool for Case Study Analysis with Health Professions Students. Journal of Research in Interprofessional Practice 

and Education, 2(3), 1-13.   

 Chang, W.-P., Gavin, W. J., & Davies, P. L. (2012). Bandpass filter settings differentially affect measurement of P50 sensory gating in chil-

dren and adults. Clinical Neurophysiology, 123(11), 2264-2272. doi: 10.1016/j.clinph.2012.03.019 

 Galleher, C. A., Rundquist, P. J., Barker, D. B., & Chang, W.-P. (2012). Determining cognitive and non-cognitive predictors of success on 

the national physical therapy examination. The Internet Journal of Allied Health Sciences and Practice, 10(4). 

Recent Faculty Presentations 

Other Faculty Achievements 
 Dr. Padilla has been invited as an expert to the National Institute of Aging.  

 Dr. Thinnes was appointed as a Health Sciences efellow.  

 Dr. Doll is featured in a video by the organization NOFAS regarding the role of OT with fetal alcohol spectrum disorder. You 

can view the video here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=23Tkt3jjDFY&feature=youtube_gdata_player  

 Dr. Chang is serving on the Editorial board of OTJR: Occupation, Participation and Health. 

 Dr. Scheirton was elected by a university faculty vote to serve a three-year term on the Creighton University-wide Faculty 

Grievance Committee. 

 Dr. Matthews was reappointed to the Americans with Disabilities Act Committee at Creighton University. 

 The book Participatory Partnerships for Social Action and Research was the recipient of the 2012 Distinguished Edited Book 

Award given by Applied Communication Division of the National Communications Association (NCA).  Dr. Doll co-authored 

a chapter in the text.  

 Diana Steer, the UAA Coordinator for the Creighton OT Program in Alaska, and Dr. Lynes-Hayes received an Interdisciplinary Edu-

cation Award from the University of Alaska, Anchorage.  The description for their proposal is, “College of Health Interdisciplinary 

Education: Promoting a collaborative workplace through occupational therapy /school of nursing joint patient assessments for student 

clinicals”.  Through CU’s Occupational Therapy and Elders course, and UAA nursing program, students work in teams with residents 

at the Pioneer Home using an interdisciplinary approach to healthcare.   

 Dr. Chang is acting as a Ad Hoc Reviewer for AJOT and the International Journal of Psychophysiology.  

 Dr. Chang is a CAP reviewer for the AOTA Evidence Exchange.  

 Drs. Domina and Thinnes, along with OTD4 student Kelly Ostdiek, presented  to 11 teachers at the Lifegate Christian School in Octo-

ber. Their presentation was entitled Multi Sensory Handwriting and Fine Motor Gymnastics.  

 Dr. Thinnes offered a Memories in the Making full day training course on October 18th  to OT students and members of the communi-

ty in collaboration with Countryside Community Church.  The church will be launching a new Memories in the Making program start-

ing in January in which she will serve as consultant to their program.   

 Chang, W.-P., Gavin, W. J., & Davies, P. L. (2012, Sept.). Investigating the flanker effect on motor response in adults and children. 

Poster presentation at the Society for Psychophysiological Research 52nd Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA, USA. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=23Tkt3jjDFY&feature=youtube_gdata_player


Dr. Rene Padilla was one of 7 occupational 

therapists sponsored by the American Occu-

pational Therapy Foundation (AOTF) in a 

design workshop sponsored by the Evangel-

ical Lutheran Good Samaritan Society’s 

Vivo: Innovation for Well-being. The work-

shop took place in Omaha in August 2012.  

The 3-day workshop included 60 partici-

pants divided into 4 teams. This excerpt 

from a press release from AOTF explains 

the workshop in more detail: 

During the three-day experience, design 

teams visited assisted-living and long-term 

care facilities,  interviewed elders, and sur-

veyed Pennant Place, a planned mixed-use 

development site in nearby Papillion, Ne-

braska. A twenty-acre parcel of land in this 

development, owned by the Good Samari-

tan Society, provided a real-life context for 

the design teams. Each design team created 

a vision for Pennant  Place that addressed a 

specific age-related issue such as isolation, 

dementia, informal caregiving, and  the 

environments and services that enable el-

Page 6 

Dr. Padilla Consults with Older 

Adult Project  

OT  COM MU NI QUE   

Our alumni are always expanding practice and 

making a difference in the profession of occu-

pational therapy. Here we celebrate our alumni 

accomplishments! 

 PPOTD Alum Jennie DiGrado accepted a 

new position of Assistant Professor at St. 

Augustine University in San Marcos, CA.  

 EOTD graduate Katelyn Brady co-

authored an article with Dr. Doll that has 

been accepted to Occupational Therapy 

in Mental Health entitled Project HOPE: 

Implementing Sensory Experiences for 

Suicide Prevention in a Native American 

Community.  

 EOTD Alum Justin Young participated in 

the 2012 AOTA Leadership Development 

Program for Managers. 

 EOTD Alum Lauren Robins published an 

article in OT Practice entitled Breast 

Cancer and Occupational Therapy: De-

veloping an Oncology Occupational 

Therapy Program.  

 PPOTD Alum Julie Seltzer has 

been appointed to the ACOTE 

Roster of Accreditation Evalua-

tors. 

 PPOTD Alum Donald Earley pub-

lished an article in OT Practice 

entitled Improving UE Function 

Through a Home-Based Modified 

CIMT Program.  

 Brandy Bush, EOTD graduate, 

received the 2012 Young Alumni 

Award.  

Have an accomplishment you want to 

share? Email Dr. Doll at 

joydoll@creighton.edu.  

Alumni Achievements  

ders to flourish. The Good Samaritan 

Society intends to use  novel concepts 

from the design workshop in develop-

ing senior services on this property 

and in its future projects. 

For more about this initiative, please 

visit: http://www.good-sam-

innovation.com/   

Above: Dr. Padilla  

Right: Katie Wadas-Thalken 

OT Alum President-

Elect of Board 

Shannon (Holm) Royal, BSOT’99, of Omaha, Neb., 

was voted to the office of President-elect by peer 

members of the Creighton University School of Phar-

macy and Health Professions Alumni Advisory 

Board during the board’s spring 2012 meeting. 

In addition to her Bachelors of Science in Occupa-

tional Therapy from the Creighton program, Royal 

also has an M.B.A from the University of Nebraska 

Omaha. Royal is a pediatric occupational therapist 

with the Munroe Meyer Institute at the University 

Nebraska Medical Center. She and her husband, Jeff 

Royal, BSBA’98, MBA’04, have three children: El-

lie, 6; Nicholas, 3 and Lydia, 18-months-old.   

Above left: Shannon at the Alumni weekend 

Above right:  Shannon Royal, OT alum 

OASA  & OT Dept 

Welcomes New 

Counselor 

The SPAHP Office of Academic and Student 

Affairs welcomes a new Academic Success 

Counselor available to help students within the 

School. The OT Department would like to offi-

cially welcome Katie Wadas-Thalken  as the 

new Academic Success Counselor. Katie is 

located in the Boyne building as a quick re-

source for OT students. Welcome Katie!  



sented at the Minnesota Occupational 

Therapy Association Conference. Her 

presentation was entitled Introduction 

to the use of mirrors in rehabilitation.  

 EOTD student Jenny Junker was 

awarded as the Nebraska Occupational 

Therapy Association Student of the 

Year for 2012. Jenny was recognized 

at the annual NOTA Conference in 

October.  

 PPOTD student Doug Rakoski was 

interviewed by AOTA about his work 

with technology and stroke. Check it 

out here: 

http://aota.org/ConfandEvents/Stroke/

Ferguson-Rakoski.aspx    

 EOTD students Joy Ashley and Emma 

Kelley were elected as CSU represent-

atives. Their terms begin in January.  

 PPOTD student Retha Ancrum re-

ceived her certification in Manual 

Lymph Drainage( MLD) and Com-

plete Decongestive Therapy (CDT). 

This was one of her Professional 

Rotation goals.  

 Congratulations to PPOTD student 

Pat Jakubiec on her presentation 

entitled Promoting Social Justice 

through an Integrative Model of 

Care using the Cognitive Disability 

Our students continue to achieve amazing 

accomplishments. Here we highlight some 

of our students most recent accomplish-

ments. Way to go everyone!  

 PPOTD student Suzanne Holm  had 

her research accepted to the Journal of 

Physical and Occupational Therapy in 

Geriatrics. The article is entitled Dis-

charge Planning for the Elderly in 

Acute Care: The Perceptions of Expe-

rienced Occupational Therapists. The 

publication is based on her research 

project conducted in the research 

courses.  

 POTD student Linda Frasier published 

an article on her Rotations and experi-

ence with the elective course China 

Honors Interprofessional Program in 

Advance for OT Practitioners entitled 

OT Foreign Studies as an Adjunctive 

Educational Tool in Post-Professional 

Programs.  

 PPOTD student Doug Rakoski pre-

sented the following presentation: 

Facilitating Recovery After Stroke: 

Traditional Methods Meet Technologi-

cally Innovative Interventions at the 

American Occupational Therapy Asso-

ciation Specialty Conference – Adults 

with Stroke, Baltimore, MD.   

 PPOTD student Penny Bartzen pre-

Student Achievements 
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Students Enhance the Environment  
In an effort to beautify the area around 

the Boyne building, where the OT de-

partment and classrooms are located, a 

group of students worked with 

Creighton Facility Management to plant 

some inviting plants. The students plant-

ed these plants in October led  by a 

group of EOTD 3 students.  

 

The students planted a Pagoda Dog-

wood, 2 Hornbeam, and the shrub Alle-

ghany Leatherleaf Viburnum. The arri-

val of the plants is meant to make the 

environment around the Boyne building 

more inviting for those who walk by 

and for studying outside when the 

weather is appropriate.  

Thanks to Jessica Heller, Creighton’s 

Horticulturist and Brian from the 

Grounds department for a successful, 

ground breaking event!  

Left: the group of OT students who helped with 

the planting.  

Above: EOTD students Brandon Stava and Steve 

Bowen presented a poster at the 2012 Nebraska 

OT Association Annual Conference.  

Below: A group of OT students participated in 

the 5th Annual Market-to-Market Relay.  

OT on Today 

Show 
Thanks to some enthusiastic OT students, OT 

was represented on the Today Show when 

Creighton University was in the running to be 

featured on Kathie Lee and Hoda. Check out 

photo of the pep rally below and the OT sign!  

Model at the 9th Allen Cognitive Net-

work  International Symposium.  

Have an accomplishment you want to share? 

Email Dr. Doll at joydoll@creighton.edu.  



Find out all the latest news going on in 

the OT Department by becoming a fan of 

our Facebook page. On Facebook search, 

Creighton University Department of 

Occupational Therapy and become a fan 

today!   

Save the Date! 

Class of 2012 Capstone Event 

Thursday December 13th  

5:30-8 pm 

Harper Center Ballroom 

 

OT Month—April 2013  

 

AOTA Conference 2013  

April 25-28 

San Diego, California  

 

Meet an Alaska Adjunct: 

Stephanie Musselman  
Stephanie Musselman, MSOTR, 

CHT, obtained her Master’s degree 

in Occupational Therapy from Colo-

rado State University in 1998 and 

certification in Hand Therapy in 

2009.  Her Hand Therapy career 

took off in Colorado, led her to Ver-

mont, and to Connecticut where she 

was also an adjunct faculty member 

at Housatonic Community College 

teaching upper extremity kinesiolo-

gy for two years. She was then on 

the staff of Colorado Hand Therapy 

for two years in Denver, CO.  Mov-

ing to Alaska in 2010, Steph is now 

employed at Alaska Hand Rehabili-

tation, while also teaching the labs for 

Kinesiology (in the fall), and Physical 

Agent Modalities (in the spring).  

Steph enjoys spending time with her 

husband and two children as they fish, 

swim, and ride bikes together. 

Alaska Student Wins Dr. Pepper 

Scholarship 

First year Alaska OTD student 

Jennifer Stenga received a scholar-

ship from Dr. Pepper. She created 

a video on why she wants to be an 

OT in Alaska and she was chosen! 

She also had the chance to com-

pete for an additional scholarship 

at the Dr. Pepper Tuition Givea-

way contest at the PAC 12 Cham-

pionship game. Jennifer won 

$7500 in scholarship. Way to go! 

Above: EOTD Alaska student 

Jennifer Stenga 

2012 Capstone  

The Class of 2012 Capstone event will be held on 

Thursday December 13, 2012 from 5:30 to 8:30 

pm. The Capstone will take place at the Creighton 

University Harper Center located at 602 N. 

20th Street, Omaha, Nebraska  68178. Continuing 

education will be offered to professionals. Please 

plan to attend!  

OT Dept & Clinic 

Begin Pediatric Res-

idency Program  

The Creighton Pediatric Therapy Clinic along with the 

Creighton Department of Occupational Therapy is ex-

cited to announce the first Pediatric Occupational Ther-

apy Residency program to facilitate the development of 

future clinical specialists and advance the profession.  

This residency experience is a 12 month program and 

will begin in January 2013.   The resident will spend 

four days per week in clinical practice and one day per 

week in an academic setting.   

The resident will be mentored by residency faculty 

members, including the Creighton University academic 

faculty and expert occupational therapy clinicians. The 

resident will also participate in the teaching of specialty 

content throughout the entry-level occupational therapy 

curriculum. The resident will engage in various oppor-

tunities including inter-professional practice, clinical 

and didactic student education, completion of a scholar-

ly project, a variety of community shadowing opportu-

nities, exposure to a variety of pediatric settings, exten-

sive mentorship in the first year of practice, and compe-

tence in an independent pediatric caseload.  The clinical 

practice portion will emphasis training in assessment 

and intervention of the specialized areas of sensory 

integration and feeding & swallowing.  

Jayna Fischbach, EOTD Class of 2012, was selected as 

the first Pediatric Occupational Therapy Resident. Ms. 

Fischbach brings with her experi-

ence working with children and 

families using augmentative and 

alternative communication, inter-

est in pediatric cerebral vision 

impairment, and experience in the 

immersion program in the Domini-

can Republic. She was actively 

involved in student leadership 

roles including the Pharmacy and 

Health Professions Student Government and Jays for 

Peds.  We are excited to welcome her to this position!  

For more information on the Pediatric Residency, 

please contact Ms. Jacy VerMaas Lee.  

 

 

Jayna Fischbach 


