
Dr. Helene Lohman, Professor of 

Occupational Therapy, received 

the AOTA Roster of Fellows 

Award at the 2013 Annual Con-

ference & Expo in San Diego, 

CA. 

 

In the letter to Dr. Lohman from 

Florence Clark, PhD, OTR/L, 

FAOTA, President of AOTA, Dr. 

Clark stated: “The Roster of Fel-

lows recognizes members of AO-

TA, who with their knowledge 

and expertise, have made a signif-

icant contribution to the continu-

ing education and professional 

development of members of the 

Association.” 

 

Dr. Lohman has done exten-

sive work with AOTA regard-

ing  policy and advocacy. Her 

passion and expertise in policy 

has been a strong asset to AO-

TA. 

 

Congratulations Dr. Lohman 

for the well deserved award 

from AOTA!  

Dr. Lohman Wins Prestigious Award 

OT Dept Offers New GO Pathway  
The Department of Occupa-

tional Therapy is exploring 

the addition of another co-

hort of students in a pilot 

program beginning in the 

2013-2014 academic year.   

Creighton University School 

of Pharmacy and Health 

Professions has established itself 

as a national leader in distance 

education, boasting reputable and 

successful distance programs. This 

expertise lends itself to the crea-

tion of the Greater Omaha Hybrid 

Pathway, or “GO” Pathway.   

 

The GO Pathway is a unique 

method of obtaining a well-

respected clinical doctorate degree 

in occupational therapy in order to 

further our commitment to our 

mission of educating quality prac-

titioners to address the shortage of 

highly qualified occupational ther-

apists.  The GO Pathway is mod-

eled after our highly successful 

program educating students in 

Alaska, where 100% of our first 

graduating class proudly passed 

their occupational therapy certifi-

cation exam.  

The GO Pathway is a full-time 

program that allows students 

who reside in the Greater Omaha 

metropolitan area to take their 

occupational therapy lecture 

courses online.  These lectures 

are video recordings of the cam-

pus lectures, which are posted 

online for the GO Pathway stu-

dents to view.  Students in the 

GO Pathway will attend labs on 

campus.   

Be looking for further infor-

mation as the details of this pro-

gram unfold.  For more infor-

mation, contact Dr. Lou Jensen 

at loujensen@creighton.edu  
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dinator, Dr. Lou Jensen.  
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Editor: Joy Doll,  OTD, OTR/L  

OT Dept Welcomes New Faculty Member 
In May 2013, the OT Department 

welcomes new faculty member, Wen-

dy Dubner, PhD, OTR/L, to the 

Creighton OT Department.  

Dr. Dubner graduated with a B.S. in 

OT from the Medical College of Geor-

gia in 1989. In 1992, she participated 

in a 4 month fellowship that included 

certification in the SIPT at the prestig-

ious Ayres Clinic. She attended the 

University of Southern California 

where she earned a M.A. in OT with a 

concentration in pediatrics. She was 

conferred with a Ph.D. in Educa-

tional Policy and Administration 

from the University of Georgia in 

2012.  

Dr. Dubner has extensive pediatric 

experience from the 

NICU to outpatient pri-

vate practice.  

Dr. Dubner will begin 

teaching in the PPOTD 

program this summer.  

Below: New fac-

ulty member, Dr. 

Wendy Dubner.  



source  

for research for student and faculty projects.   

Most recently, OTD students Krissy Holman and 

Megan Volk tested children using the balance 

subtest of the Bruininks-Oseretsky Test of Motor 

Proficiency and measured postural sway on a 

force platform under the direction of Dr. Linda 

Gabriel. These students acquired valuable re-

search experience, increased knowledge of as-

sessment protocols, and gained invaluable 

knowledge of the unpredictability of child behav-

iors.  

 

The clinic has been filled with educational op-

portunities for students of all levels. In addition 

to hosting several OT fieldwork students this past 

year, the clinic has also had professional rotation 

students focusing on gaining expertise in sensory 

integration and social skills training. Additional-

ly, all third year OTD students experienced a lab 

for OTD 507: Occupational Therapy Practice for 

Children and Youth this semester at the clinic. 

The goal of the lab was not only to physically 

experience a variety of sensory integration equip-

ment but to problem solve how to create the just 

right challenge in regards to different sensory 

dysfunctions and how to use one piece of equip-

ment in different ways to create different types of 

adaptive responses for children. All physical 

therapy students also have an experience at the 

clinic during their second year.  

Throughout April, the students and OT De-

partment celebrated with a variety of activities 

for OT Month. 

On Thursday April 4th, OT students and facul-

ty gathered to take an OT Month celebratory 

photo with the 2013 Promote OT Banner pur-

chased from AOTA (see far right of this page).  

Later on this same day, CUSOTA hosted the 

annual Vendor Fair and Silent Auction.  
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Creighton Pediatric Therapy: Education, Research, and Service! 

Celebrating OT Month 

OT  COM MU NI QUE   

The funds from these events help pay for stu-

dent attendance to AOTA Conference and also 

raise funds to support the American Occupa-

tional Therapy Political Action Committee. 

Overall, the students raised $2322 throughout 

these events. The Vendor Fair was coordinated 

by OT student Heidi Carpenter and the Silent 

Auction was coordinated by OT student Amy 

Beribak. The students raised the 3 highest 

amount in the country! 

To help increase awareness for OT Month 

across campus, CUSOTA hosted a couple of 

events on April 10th on Creighton’s campus. 

CUSOTA hosted a table in the Health Sciences 

Library and at the fireplace in the Skutt Student 

Center. Dr. Victoria Roche, Acting Dean, pro-

Creighton Pediatric Therapy (CPT) has now 

been serving children and families for one 

year!  Our clinic mission states that 

Creighton Pediatric Therapy will be a center 

of excellence in occupational therapy, physi-

cal therapy, and speech therapy for clinical 

services, research, and education.  To help 

fulfill our mission, our clinic participates in 

a variety of activities with the University and 

the community. 

 

Dr. Jayna Fischbach joined CPT as CU-

CPT’s first pediatric OT resident in January. 

She is excited to use this opportunity to ad-

vance her clinical skills and knowledge es-

pecially in the areas of sensory integration, 

feeding and swallowing, and academia. Her 

residency consists of four days of clinical 

practice and one day academic helping with 

the pediatrics coursework. In August, she 

will be supervising students on the trip to the 

Dominican Republic, which she attended ass 

a student in 2012. Dr. Fischbach has also 

begun work on her scholarly project which is 

focusing on pediatric OT intervention for 

children with vision impairment. She pre-

sented a draft of her project at the Pediatric 

Cortical Vision Impairment Conference 

which was hosted at the Omaha Children’s 

Hospital on April 12th and 13th.  

Throughout the year, CPT serves as a re-

CPT also had the opportunity to host eight first 

year medical residents. The medical residents 

were invited to observed OT, PT and speech 

therapy interventions and ask questions of the 

therapists. This gave the therapists opportuni-

ties to discuss therapy, therapeutic interven-

tions, and opportunities for collaboration with 

physicians. The therapists were impressed with 

the questions and eagerness of the residents to 

learn about the therapeutic process.  

  

CPT has also collaborated with our Jays for 

Peds organization, most notably on a recent 

grant.  The student organization was awarded 

monies to purchase therapeutic resources, 

equipment, and hold a community education 

event in collaboration with CPT.  Students 

from the club will also volunteer during a Car 

Seat Safety Check Event hosted at the clinic on 

May 11th from 9-12.  

 

At CPT, 2013 continues to be an exciting time 

of growth and development as we begin our 

second year of operations. Visit us at 

http://pediatrictherapy.creighton.edu to see the 

latest events and activities. For more infor-

mation about the pediatrics clinical, contact 

Jacy Vermaas-Lee, OTR/L, Director of the 

clinic at (402) 932-3355. 

vided funds to purchase granola bars to pass out 

on campus. The granola bars were labeled with 

sentiments about OT to increase awareness on 

campus. The students tied blankets for the Linus 

Project for children in need. Check out photos 

from the variety of events on this page.  

Left: OT 

students 

tying 

blankets 

for OT 

Month.  

http://pediatrictherapy.creighton.edu
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This semester, Dr. Doll has been active with 

recruitment. During her faculty visit to Alas-

ka, she planned to offer a continuing educa-

tion event but snow forced its cancellation. 

However, she did get to meet with several 

potential applicants. Dr. Doll also hosted a 

booth at the AOTA Conference in April. It is 

exciting to see so many current students, 

alumni and potential applicants.  

The PPOTD Program is also honored to 

announce Suzanne Holm as the Post Profes-

sional OTD Student of the Year. Suzanne 

received her award at the 2013 AOTA Con-

ference.  

In the Spring 2013, the post professional OTD 

program welcomed 10 new students—this is 

one of the largest spring cohorts yet! 

In May, the following PPOTD students will 

be graduating:  

Retha Ancrum 

Jayne Campanini 

Alyce Dow 

Olivia Federico 

Becky Kligerman 

Melissa  Mahoney 

Brenda Montalvo 

We look forward to celebrating with them at a 

reception in May and at Hooding.  

Jays for Peds was awarded the 2013 Alumni 

Endowment for Community Service which 

is provided by 1999 pharmacy graduate 

Michael Cruse.  

OT students Heidi Carpenter and Kelcey 

Smith wrote the grant proposal for Jays for 

Peds. 

The grant funds will be used to start a lend-

ing library in collaboration with the 

Creighton Pediatric Therapy (CPT). The 

lending library will help families of chil-

dren with disabilities to test out items they 

would like to use for their children before 

having to purchase the items.  

The students were awarded  the grant at the 

2013 Honors Convocation.  
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Post Professional Program Update  

Jays for Peds Received Alumni Endowment Grant  

2013 AOTA Conference  

Above: The Spring 2013 incoming co-

hort of PPOTD students.  

Currently, the PPOTD program is planning 

for the on-campus intensive for POTD 554 

Research Proposal which will be offered in 

July. We look forward to seeing them on 

campus!  

Left: OT students 

Kelcey Smith & 

Heidi Carpenter 

are recognized for 

receiving the 

Alumni Endow-

ment Grant.  

The 93rd Conference of the American Occu-

pational Therapy Association occurred in San 

Diego, California from April 24-28, 2013.  

Many Creighton faculty, alumni  and students 

were in attendance at the event either volun-

teering, attending or presenting. CUSOTA 

was recognized for being in the top 3 for con-

tributions to the American Occupational Ther-

apy Action Committee (AOTPAC). CUSOTA 

also received a second place honor for their 

submission to the AOTA You are the Future 

Video Challenge. Way to go! 

Dr. Joy Doll along with admission counselors 

David Belieu and Shane Bumsted hosted a 

booth in the Expo to recruit for the PPOTD 

program.  

Dr. Lohman also received her Fellow from 

AOTA. Find more about this on page 1. 

On Friday, the SPAHP held its Alumni and 

Friends Reception where alumni, faculty and 

Above: Students pictured for AOTPAC fund-

raising. 

Left: EOTD Alums Abbie Squire, Miranda 
Little & Kate Younger present a poster at the 

2013 AOTA Conference.  

Right: OT students Kendall Knudson, 

Melissa Uhl, Twisha Patel & Stacey 

Leong attend the Opening Ceremony 

at AOTA.  

Check out more photos on page 8!  

current students gather to socialize and con-

nect. Over 130 attended the event hosted by 

Dean Bradberry. This event is organized by 

the Alumni Office and is always an exciting 

event. Thank you to everyone who attended! 

See you in Baltimore in 2014!  
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Pi Theta Epsilon 2013 Distinguished Lecture  

On Thursday April 4th, Pi 

Theta Epsilon hosted its 6th 

Distinguished Lecture. This 

year’s speaker was Ms. Jan 

Davis, MS, OTR/L. Ms. 

Davis’ lecture provided 

insights into clinical reason-

ing and the need for evi-

dence for our interventions. 

She spoke about neuroplastic-

ity and the latest research 

related to OT practice. Her 

lecture was well attended by 

both students and practition-

ers. Kudos to Pi Theta for 

coordinating this event.  

In March, a group of OT Faculty and Staff visited the 

Alaska Cohort in Anchorage, Alaska. The trip includ-

ed site visits to the OT labs and visits with the groups 

of students. The staff and faculty also assisted with 

interviews for the Class of 2016—a total of 16 were 

interviewed.  

All faculty, staff and students were invited to attend 

the 2013 Spring Dinner. The dinner was a time to cele-

brate the program. The Adjunct Faculty Member of the 

Year Jamie Elswick, BS, Team Instructor of Anatomy 

was recognized for her support and teaching to the 

Alaska Cohort. The Class of 2013 also received a 

blessing from all in attendance for their upcoming 

clinical experiences led by Ms. Diana Steer, OTR/L. 

Dr. Rene Padilla offered some words of wisdom relat-

ed to the Ignatian Values as the Keynote Speaker.  

Despite the 22 inches of snow that fell during the visit, 

the visit was a success! A special thank you to Dr. Al 

Bracciano, the Alaska Cohort Coordinator, and staff 

support Christy Strode for organizing the trip.   

Spring Visit to Alaska  

Recent Faculty Grants  
 Dr. Amy Matthews and Dr. Brenda 

Coppard received a grant from the 

Creighton University Office of Aca-

demic Excellence and Assessment. 

Their grant project is entitled: Teach-

ing Students How to Define Occupa-

tional Therapy to the Public and Peers 

Using a Constructivist Model. 

 Dr. Anna Domina and Dr. Andrea 

Thinnes were awarded a grant from 

the Office of Academic Excellence 

and Assessment entitled: Engaging 

occupational therapy students on Lev-

el II fieldwork through the use of syn-

chronous online discussion groups.  

Faculty Recognition  
 The following faculty were recognized as Educators of the Year at the 2013 

Spring Banquet:  

 Class of 2015—Dr. Shirley Blanchard 

 Class of 2014—Dr. Amy Matthews 

 Class of 2013—Dr. Wen-Pin Chang  

Clin Ed Send Off 2013 
Congratulations to the Class of 2013 as they prepare for 

fieldwork and Professional Rotation. The students cele-

brated with the annual Clinical Education Send Off on 

May 4th. Best wishes to all!  
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Recent Faculty Publications 
 Dr. Linda Gabriel published a book chapter entitled  Application of Ethics in Higher Education, in the text Practical Applica-

tions for the Occupational Therapy Code of Ethics and Ethics Standards, edited by Janie Scott and Maggie Reitz.. 

 Dr. Helene Lohman published a book chapter in the latest Willard & Spackman’s Occupational Therapy (12th ed.). Her book 

chapter is titled, Payment for Services in the United States. 

 Doll, J.D., Packard, K., Furze, J., Huggett, K., Jensen, G., Jorgensen, D., Wilken, M., Chehal, H., & Maio, A. (in press). Re-

flections from an interprofessional education experience: Evidence for the core competencies for interprofessional collaborative 

practice. Journal of Interprofessional Care, 27(2), 194-196. doi: 10.3109/13561820.2012.729106 

 Doll, J.D., Ohri, L., Cochran, TM, Goulet, C, Ryan Haddad, A, & Stabler, W. (2013). Against the Current: Strategies for Ad-

dressing Public Health Concerns in a Native American Community Through Partnership. International Public Health Journal 4

(3), 243-250.   

Recent Faculty Presentations 

Other Recent Faculty Accomplishments  
 Dr. Joy Doll authored the tip sheet Bedtime Routines for the American Occupational Therapy Association.  

 Dr. Shirley Blanchard, along with OT students Kathleen Joyner Wood, Joy Ashley, Mary Rodriguez, Arvonda Walter-Diaz 

EOTD II students, and Dr. Karen Wilson, OD had their abstract accepted entitled Neuro-Technology for Enhancing Interprofes-

sional Rehabilitation (Using the Artificial Retina) for the Neuro-Optometric Rehabilitation Association 2013 Annual Confer-

ence in San Diego.  

 Dr. Al Bracciano has received recognition for the adoption of his writing, on Physical Agent Modalities by the AOTA Repre-

sentative Assembly Coordinating Council. The document has been posted in the Practitioners section of the AOTA web site 

under “AOTA Official Document” and will be published in the 18th Edition of the Reference Manual of the Official Documents 

of The American Occupational Therapy Association, Inc. and online in the 2012 American Journal of Occupational Therapy, 

66 (6, Suppl.).  

 Dr. Shirley Blanchard was admitted to the Health Disparities Research Training Program (HDRTP) for 2013-2015. HDRTP 

is a program of CPHHE, a community-academic collaboration to eliminate health disparities and advance community health 

with a focus on community-based participatory research. In addition, HDRTP is a multi-university collaborative program that is 

coordinated by the University of Alabama-Birmingham’s Minority Health and Health Disparities Research Center (UAB 

MHRC). 

 Dr. Al Bracciano has been appointed to the Manuscript Review Board of the Journal of Athletic Medicine.  

 At the Combined Sections Meeting of the American Physical Therapy Association, a poster authored in part by OT faculty Drs. 

Lou Jensen, Keli Mu and Al Bracciano was selected as the winner of the Social Responsibility award by the Global Health 

Special Interest Group from the Health Policy and Administration Section of the APTA. The poster is entitled Rehabilitation in 

Shijiazhuang China: A Cultural Immersion Experience & Impact on Student Learning in the Professions of Physical and Occu-

pational Therapy, and Nursing. 

 

 

 Minnich, M,. Tripp, A., Gauthier, K., Ryan Haddad, A., Coover, K., Cochran, T., Black, L,. Gale, J., Flecky, K., & Doll, 

J.  Health Science Students’ Recommendations to Reduce Fall Risk in an Interprofessional Fall Prevention Program.  National 

Student Nurses Association Annual Meeting. Charlotte, NC.  April 4-6, 2013. 

 Doll, J.D. (2013, February). The role of occupational therapy with Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder. Nebraska Occupational 

Therapy Association. Omaha, NE.  

 In February, Dr. Kathy Flecky presented a faculty development opportunity on Creighton’s campus entitled Conversations on 

Student Reflection: Pedagogies and Rubrics.  

 Dr. Lou Jensen and colleagues will present in May at the 11th Annual Nebraska Stroke Symposium. Her collaborative presen-

tation is entitled Improving Stroke Rehabilitation Systems of Care Across Nebraska.  



Last February, the School of Pharmacy and 

Health Professions participated in Script 

Your Future, a national campaign to in-

crease health awareness. The focus from 

Creighton was on providing interprofes-

sional outreach to individuals in the greater 

Omaha area focused on heart health and 

hypertension 

Overall, 242 students and faculty participat-

ed in over 450 hours of outreach impacting 

128,162 people. Occupational therapy stu-

dents assisted in the project through provid-

ing and educating about blood pressure at 

multiple health outreach events. 

OT student Cathryn Nelson even appeared 

on the Morning Blend on local station 

KMTV to discuss hypertension. She even 

checked the televisions hosts blood pres-

sures live on tv! 

Kudos to all the occupational therapy stu-

dents who participated in this interprofes-

sional outreach!  
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Script Your Future  
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Our alumni are always expanding practice and 

making a difference in the profession of occupa-

tional therapy. Here we celebrate our alumni 

accomplishments! 

Rachel Cameron, OTD 

2010, received the 2013 

Occupational Therapy 

Clinical Award. Dr. 

Cameron works in out-

patient at Immanuel and 

was nominated by OTD 

2012 graduate Amy 

Jennings.  

Sam DeLong, 

OTD 2005, 

was awarded 

the 2013 Young Alumni Appreciation 

Award. Sam resides in Clearfield, Utah 

with his wife and three children. Dr. 

DeLong owns a practice in hand therapy 

and takes Creighton University OT 

students for fieldwork.  

Alumni Achievements  

Above: OT student Cathryn Nelson on 

the Morning Blend  

OT Students Take on 

Leadership Roles 

For 2013-2014 multiple occupational therapy students 

will be serving in leadership roles in the Pharmacy and 

Health Professions Student Government (PHPSG). Con-

gratulations to the following students on their leadership 

positions: 

President: Heidi Carpenter 

Vice President for Occupational Therapy: Sara Thiry 

Treasurer: McKenzie Wiese  

Secretary: Kelcey Smith  

 

At the 2013 Spring Banquet, the following students 

were recognized for their work with PHPSG for the 

2012-2013 academic year: 

Class of 2015: Alec Johnson 

Class of 2014: Cathryn Nelson 

Class of 2013: Kim McClintick  

 

Thank you all for your leadership of our School!  

 

Class of 2012 

Graduation  
In December, the Class of 2012 participated in 

graduation activities. On Thursday December 

13th, the students presented at the annual Cap-

stone. Each student shared the results of a 

critically appraised topic to fellow graduates, 

faculty, staff, professionals and family and 

friends. 

On Friday December  14th, the students partic-

ipated in the Hooding Ceremony where they 

received their doctoral hoods.  

Congratulations to all the 2012 graduates!  

Sarah Harris, OTD 2009, participated in a 

Pediatric Live Chat sponsored by AOTA 

on the issue of Bedtime Routines in 

March.  

PPOTD Alum Linda Frasier published an 

article in Advance for OT Practitioners 

entitled Bridges of Knowledge.  

PPOTD Alum Sal Bondoc published with 

colleagues in a recent issue of OT Prac-

tice entitled Evidence Exchange: Writing 

a Critically Appraised Paper.  

Have an accomplishment you want to 

share? Email Dr. Doll at 

joydoll@creighton.edu.  

Pictured left: Rachel 

Cameron with Dean 

Bradberry & Dr. 

Roche 

Pictured right: Sam 

DeLong with Dean 

Bradberry & Dr. 

Roche  



SEN Member of 

the Year 

Award—Megan 

Volk 

Pi Theta Epsilon 

Outstanding 

Member 

Award—Kendel 

Knudson 

Rural Health 

Award—Katy Maddoz 

Scholastic Achievement Awards—Karrianna 

Gallagher 

Bonnie Kirkpatrick 

Melanie Michael  

Virginia Gessert Endowed Scholarship—

Danni Arroyo 

John & Lydia Stohs Endowed Scholarship—

Kim McClintick 

2013 Pi Theta Epsilon Inductees: Katherine 

Bernard, Jennie Ollason, Steve Bowen, 

Leesa Cadwallader, Jayne Campanini, Jessi-

ca Crowe, Christina Douglas, Suzanne Holm, 

Ketti Johnson Coffelt, Becky Bernhardt, 

Bonnie Kirkpatrick, Melissa Mahoney, Mimi 

Mamo Tessema, Kim McClung, Erin 

Our students continue to achieve amazing 

accomplishments. Here we highlight some 

of our students most recent accomplish-

ments. Way to go everyone!  

The following students were recognized at 

the 2013 Honors Convocation: 

Alumni Centennial 

Scholarship—

Justine Bucy 

Diversity Apprecia-

tion Award—

Kendra Solko 

Men and Women 

For and With Oth-

ers Award—Ashley 

Geis 

Professional Development Award—2013 

Recipient Bonnie Kirkpatrick 

2014 Recipient Heidi Carpenter 

RehabVisions Clinical Assessment 

Awards—Sherry Choe & Sara Thiry 

CUSOTA Student Member of the Year 

Award—Kim McClintick 

Student Achievements 
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McNamara, Cathryn Nelson, Jenny Nugent, Lisa 

Olsen, Mary Rodriquez, Megan Volk, Lacie 

Winther, Linda Xiong, Raechael Zaborktsky  

PPOTD student Ketti Johnson Coffelt accepted a 

faculty position at Rockhurst University.  

PPOTD student Jessica Crowe accepted a position 

as an Academic Fieldwork at University of Tennes-

see-Chattanooga.  

Heidi Carpenter 

presented her re-

search poster enti-

tled Community as 

Classroom: The 

Impact of Course-

Related Communi-

ty Engagement on 

Students at the 2013 St. Albert’s Research Day.  

Nikki Kobrin 

presented her 

research entitled 

Exploring the 

amount and depth 

of teaching the 

activity of daily 

living (ADL) of 

sexuality in occu-

pational therapy professional education at the 2013 

St. Albert’s Research Day.  

PPOTD student Susan Powell presented on Assis-

tive technology - low to high assistive devices to 

live life to the fullest with brain injury at the 11th 

Annual Pacific Northwest Brain Injury Conference 

in Portland, OR.  

PPOTD student Jessica Crowe has a manuscript she 

wrote during her Professional Rotation entitled 

Errorless Learning and Spaced Retrieval Training 

for Clients with Alzheimer’s Dementia accepted 

into the journal Physical and Occupational Therapy 

in Geriatrics.  

 

The 2013 Spirit Awards were given out at the 2013 

Spring Banquet to the following students: 

Class of 2015—Catherine Crivellone 

Class of 2014—Cathryn Nelson 

Class of 2013—Melissa Uhl  

Congratulations to all of our students on their ac-

complishments! Have an accomplishment you want 

to share? Email Dr. Doll at joydoll@creighton.edu.  

OT Department Welcomes Chinese 

Scholars 
This spring, the Creighton OT Depart-

ment welcomed 2 scholars from China 

through our partnership with the 3rd 

Medical Hospital of Hebei Medical Uni-

versity. 

Tao Zhang and Fang Han are both phy-

sicians and also husband and wife. They 

will be studying at Creighton for 1 year 

attending classes and observing clinical 

interactions to learn about rehabilitation.  

If you see Tao and Fang around the OT 

department, please greet them and wel-

come them to Creighton!  

Right: Fang Han & Tao Zhang, Chinese 

scholars with OT students Alec Johnson 

& Kelcey Smith.  



Sensory Garden 
On a blustery cold day, a group of OT stu-

dents planted the Sensory Garden outside of 

the Boyne Building. This initiative  was 

spear headed by OT student Bonnie Kirk-

patrick. The Sensory Garden is now availa-

ble for all to enjoy!  

Living Out the Ignatian Mission 
Every semester, our students are more than just students—they do so much to make a differ-

ence in our community and live out our Ignatian values. Here is a summary of some of their 

efforts to make the world a better place. This is just a snippet of what they do!  

In February, the OT students and faculty on 

campus collected food for the Heart Ministry 

Center, a local emergency services organization 

in Omaha. In total, 328 items were collected. 

The OTD Class of 2014 collected the most food 

items.  

To celebrate the Food Drive, the students hosted 

an OT Bash which included games and socializ-

ing. Kudos to Kim McClintick for organizing 

the food drive and the OT Bash!  

Last November, the Class of 2014 organized a day to help 

with Habitat for Humanity. They helped to construct a 

home for a family in need in North Omaha.  

Members of the Creighton University Student Occupation-

al Therapy Association (better known as “CUSOTA”), 

spent many Saturday mornings volunteering with The 

Rose Theatre’s youth acting classes.  These classes en-

courage social interaction, creativity, and confidence 

building through dra-

ma exercises and activities. The Creighton OT students 

have been paired with children who have special needs 

and serve as their aides, enabling the children to partici-

pate with their peers. The OT students are also placed in 

classes that are specifically geared for students on the 

Autism Spectrum.  The OT students report it has been a 

fun, valuable learning experience, as well as, a unique 

way to service the local community.  

In December members of CUSOTA handed out Christmas cards at the Life Care Center of 

Omaha to spread Christmas cheer. Students also helped with Relay for Life. We are so 

proud of all of our students and how they make the Ignatian Values come to life. Way to go 

everyone!  

Above: OT students and faculty celebrate OT 

Month!  

More Photos from AOTA 2013 

Above: The herb garden planted as part 

of the Sensory Garden.  

Find out all the latest news going on in the 

OT Department by becoming a fan of our 

Facebook page. On Facebook search, 

Creighton University Department of Occu-

pational Therapy and become a fan today!   


