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"Dios, que le llaga, da la medicina."— "God, who sends the wounds, sends the 
medicine."

Omaha has been blessed with one of the finest medical centers in the United 
States, and the facilities of this Center have been part of Omaha almost since the dawn of 
the city's history. Today leading physicians all over the country have high praise for the 
quality of Omaha's medical talent and for the number and variety of her facilities. 
Physicians from all parts of the Western Hemisphere visit Omaha yearly for its high 
quality clinics and conventions. One of the most popular of these events is the Creighton 
University Spring Medical Assembly sponsored by the Creighton School of Medicine.

The citizens of Omaha can take comfort and pride in the fact that their city has 
one doctor for every 650 persons as compared with the national average of one doctor 
for every 750 persons. In recent years millions have been spent on the building program 
for the hospitals, and the amount of medical research has grown immeasurably during 
the past decade.

Very much a part of this remarkable program is the Creighton University School 
of Medicine and its related hospitals and clinics. In itself, the Creighton University 
Medical Center contributes a great deal to the life and health of this community. Through 
its medical and nursing programs, its dental and pharmaceutical services, its clinical 
facilities, its research, and through its alumni, Creighton has set about its task of serving 
mankind in Omaha, in the Middle West, and in the nation.
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The history of the Creighton School of Medicine follows very 
closely the history of the Middle West, for both grew up together. The 
School opened October 1, 1882, just 14 years after the founding of 
The Creighton University, and it thus became the only medical school 
in the United States that, from its very beginning, was established as an 
integral part of a university.

The Creighton University School of Medicine is now the ow/y 
Catholic medical school in the entire region west from St. Louis. It is 
one of the few non-tax-supported medical schools west of the Missis
sippi. The Creighton University is the c%/y Catholic school in the United 
States to have divisions in the healing arts—medicine, dentistry, 
pharmacy, and nursing.
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The Twe!ve Member Medica! Center

The "picture window" through which Midwest citizens 
get their best glimpse of the Creighton Medical Center con
sists of its member institutions.

Through the multiple service of these monuments to the 
healing arts, the public gets a firsthand look at the in-practice 
functions of the Center.

This twelve-member segment of the Medical Center em
ploys or is staffed by a good-sized community of Midwestern 
professional and non-professional people. These people admin
ister to a small army of patients each year, carrying out the 
work of healing the sick on a total budget which amounts to a 
small fortune.

A statistical statement which includes all affiliated mem
bers would read like this:

T '̂eA'6- C0772prAf%g 2,500
^y 2,500

/o 50,000 %??

$6,500,000. O/ otw
$390,000 A e x p ^ ^ ^  /or c^%r^y.

What do these statistics mean in terms of services? What ^
do they mean in terms of food and other items?

W ith a yearly patient-census of 50,000, it can be esti
mated that the hospitals in the Medical Center feed 50 tons
of potatoes annually . . . serve the equivalent of 250 head
of cattle . . . some 2,000,000 meals, in all.

Equally impressive is the estimate that the hospitals
launder 1,250,000 pounds of bed linen each year . . . nearly 
as much as Omaha's leading laundries process in the same 
period.

These figures are not so surprising when one stops to think 
that the total annual patient and staff census at the twelve 
Creighton-affiliated institutions exceeds the 1950 census figure 
of the entire city of Council Bluffs . . . one of Iowa's largest 
cities.



of The Creighton University . . .
THE C R E I G H T O N  M E D I C A L  

S C H O O L  D ! S P E N S A R Y
The clinic is conducted by The Creighton University for the training of students and the benefit of patients who cannot afford 

private medical care.

THE C R E I G H T O N  M E M O R t A L -  
ST.  J O S E P H ' S  H O S P t T A L

In accordance with the provisions made by Count John A. Creighton, The Creighton University School of Medicine has, from the beginning, been affiliated, for educational purposes, with the Creighton Meniorial-St. Joseph's Hospital.
It includes among its physical properties:

In an average year:
21,845 patients.

Its yearly operating budget has seven-figure status:
The average: $2,010,000

Annual expenditures for charity ease the tax payer's burden. 
The average: $200,000

C A T H E R t N E ' S H O S P I T A L& St. Catherine s Hospital became affiliated with the Creighton University School of Medicine in 1929.
With the recent addition of a complete new wing, the hospital's physical facilities include:

200 genera! hospita) beds

In an average year:
152 staff physicians care for 
7,155 patients.

Its annual operating budget approaches one million dollars 
The average: $820,000

Charity calls for high annual expenditures.
The average: $55,000

U N t T E D  S T A T E S  V E T E R A N S  
A D M ) N ) S T R A T ) O N  H O S P ! T A L

A recent addition to the Creighton Medical Center is the United States Veterans Administration Hospital.
Dedicated in 1950, the hospital includes among its physical 

facilities: 486 beds
In an average year:

2,000 patients.



. . .  One of the Foremost ¡'rotessiona! and
B O O T H  M E M O R I A L  H O S P I T A L

The Booth Memorial Hospital, owned and operated hy the Salvation Army, affords privileges of visits to groups of students for instruction in pediatrics and obstetrics.
Its Chief of Staff is a member of the Creighton Medical Faculty.
Physical facilities include:

The average number of patients admitted annually approaches: 300
Total operating expenses amount to thousands of dollars.

A considerable portion of this is expended for charity.
The average: $16,500

D O U G L A S  C O U N T Y  H O S P I T A L
The Douglas County Hospital, a tax-supported general hos

pital, makes its emergency service available for the training of 
interns and residents of the Creighton Medical Center.

C H I L D R E N S  M E M O R I A L
Childrens Memorial Hospital is closely teaching program of the Creighton University

H O S P I T A L
associated with the School of Medicine.

Physical facilities include:

In an average year:
3,600 patients

The average operating budget approximates: 
$420,000

M E R C Y  H O S P I T A L
Another major teaching unit of the Creighton University School of Medicine is Mercy Hospital, located across the Missouri River in Council Bluffs.
Affiliated with the School of Medicine since 1931, its physical facilities include:

18R beds

In an average year:
6,713 patients.

The hospital operates on an average annual budget of 
$892,000.Of this amount, charity accounts for an average:

$44,530



Scientific institutions of the Midwest
ST.  J A M E S  O R P H A N A G E

Through the cooperation of the Creighton University Schoo! of Medicine with the St. James Orphanage Nursery, students are given an insight into the problems of child health.
The Nursery's physical facilities include: 

150 beds

Each year, St. James Orphanage removes from taxpayers the burden of caring for hundreds of orphaned or partially-orphaned children.
The average:

300 chddren
The total cost to the Orphanage, the total savings to taxpayers, mounts yearly into hundreds of thousands of dollars.
The average:

$147,000

ST. VINCENT'S HOME FOR THE AGED
The newest unit of the Creighton University Medical Center 

is the St. Vincent's Home For The Aged. A 50 bed wing will be 
activated shortly and the entire institution is expected to be in 
operation in the very near future. The home is under the direction 
of the Sisters of Mercy.

ST. B E R N A R D ' S  H O S P I T A L
Also located in Council Bluffs is St. Bernard's Hospital, devoted exclusively to the care of psychiatric patients.
Affiliated with the Creighton University School of Medicine since 1931, its physical facilities include:

225 beds
In an average year: 

590 patients.
The average annual operating budget exceeds $320,000. 
Average expenditures for charity exceed:

$35,000

ST.  E H Z A B E T H ' S  H O S P ! T A L
The Creighton Medical Center extends one long tentacle sixty miles away to Lincoln where St. Elizabeth's Hospital is a member 

institution.
Affiliated with the School of Medicine since 1949, St. Eliza

beth's physical facilities include:
220 beds

In an average year:
8,300 patients

St. Elizabeth's annual operating budget approximates: 
$850,000

Average expenditures for charity approach:
$68,000
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THE CREtGHTON M EM O RtAL  
S I .  JO SE PH  S H O SPtTA L

The remarkable scope of the Creighton University Medical Cen
ter may best be seen in a compilation of facts referring to some 
of the important aspects of the program. For purposes of training 
of medical students, interns, residents, and other personnel, the 
Center has access to 2,500 beds in the 12 associate institutions 
and last year the Center administered to nearly 50,000 patients. 
The total operating budgets of the various institutions last year 
amounted to nearly six and one half million dollars of which 
approximately 20% was charity. If you live in Omaha or vicinity 
it is almost certain that you have been administered to by a 
Creighton physician, dentist, pharmacist or nurse.

BOOTH M EM ORtAL HOSPtTAL

D O U G L A S C O U N TY  HOSPtTAL UNtTED STATES VETE R A NS  
A D M tN tS T R A T tO N  H OSPtTAL

,



CHtLDRENS M EM O RtAL H O SPtTA L ST. JA M ES O R PH A N A G E ST. ELtZABETH S HOSPtTAL



.  . .

In the important held of research, Creighton contrib
utes its time and talents to the larger goal of a healthier 
America.

The research program is financed by the University, as 
well as by private and government grants.

The degree of Master of Science is conferred by the 
Creighton University Graduate School in the fields of anat
omy, biological chemistry and nutrition, chemistry, micro
biology, and physiology.

In addition to the above fields, qualified medical stu
dents who have already earned their doctorates in medicine, 
and are interested in a residency program of study in the 
clinical sciences with a view to passing the various Boards, 
may earn the degree of Master of Science in Medicine. This 
degree is conferred by the Graduate School for work done in 
the School of Medicine in the following fields: medicine, 
obstetrics and gynecology, pathology, radiology, pediatrics, 
and surgery.



Creighton Has Confidence 
In Her Investment

AH the wonderful advantages outlined in these pages are not 
made possible without considerable expense to the institution pro
viding them, and these expenses have been increasing steadily during 
the past ten years. Each graduate costs Creighton University more 
than $6,500 during his four year course, over and above his tuition.



No Single Cause ProblemL
AH non-tax-supported universities are laboring un

der a great financial burden. In recent years this burden 
has assumed frightening proportions and has caused the 
independent universities to take determined steps to 
solve the problem.

No single cause can be given for this crisis. Creigh
ton, like its sister universities, has seen the income from 
endowment and the student enrollment fail to keep up 
with its soaring cost of overhead and its steadily rising 
salary scale.

Despite the generosity of alumni and friends, 
Creighton University has had to bite deeply into its slim 
reserve in order to cover this operational deficit. Unfortu

nately, this cannot be looked upon as a temporary em
barrassment. W ith each succeeding year, costs all down 
the line— in salaries, equipment and maintenance—con
tinue their rise.

Most divisions of a university operate at a deficit 
but the schools that suffer most are those which provide 
training in the healing professions. More than three- 
fourths of the medical and dental schools in the United 
States are running in the red and their deficits in some 
instances have neared the million dollar mark. Again, it 
is the non-tax-supported universities, like Creighton, 
which have been most heavily hit.

What, then, is the solution?

Not Merely In Terms of Dollars and Cents...
A realistic businessman might suggest that the solu

tion to Creighton's financial difficulty is the discontinu
ance of its Schools of Medicine and Dentistry.

This would certainly remove the areas of the large 
deficits.

But Creighton does not reckon its Medical Center's

contributions merely in terms of dollars and cents. The 
University realizes that her task of supplying physicians, 
dentists, pharmacists and nurses for the people of this 
area and this nation is a most important one and that her 
failure to fulfill this obligation would leave a gap in 
medical education which could not easily be bridged.



Personal Responsibility and
Another possible solution would be to put the Uni

versity's Schools of Medicine and Dentistry under public 
ownership, as some universities formerly non-tax-sup
ported have done, or to accept all-out federal subsidy. 
Creighton feels that neither of these programs is satis
factory.

In such programs there is always possible a resulting 
loss of initiative, an interference with cherished princi
ples, and a curtailment of personal responsibility and 
independence. These have always been traditional char
acteristics of professional education in the United States, 
and to surrender them might mean the eventual destruc
tion of professional education as we know it today.

*

Again, in keeping with its status as an independent 
University, Creighton is not governed by the laws that 
restrict enrollment to residents of a certain State. Since 
thirteen States have no State medical schools and eleven 
States have no medical schools at all, there is evident

Independence...
need of private universities to provide medical education 
for qualihed applicants from this large area of the coun
try. Furthermore the private school is the only one in a 
position to educate the worthy men and women in our 
territories and foreign countries, deserving of the pro
fessional training which they may use to elevate the li
ving standards of their home areas.

*

It might be added that the non-tax-supported schools 
have proved themselves by leading in research and by 
training the portion of the nation's doctors.



The Common Cause
Having judged the foregoing solutions unsatisfac

tory, Creighton University has looked to several partial 
solutions to help solve its over-all financial problem.

One of the chief reasons for Creighton's ability to 
do more with less money than other universities is the 
contributed services of the Jesuit faculty. Thirty per cent 
of the full-time teachers directly under the University 
dedicate their lives to teaching without a salary. At 
Creighton this represents a yearly saving of $165,000, 
equivalent to the income of an endowment of $6,500,000.

In like manner the freely contributed services of the 
many part-time teachers in the School of Medicine who 
take time from their busy schedules to give of their vast

Solution1
knowledge to those who are to follow them and the con
tributed services of the nuns who staff seven of the hos
pitals and institutions affiliated with the University rep
resent a tremendous saving to Creighton and to the 
Omaha area.

At/%77%72% . . .
One other partial solution that Creighton has grate

fully welcomed is the generosity of alumni and friends, 
and of business corporations which see in the continued 
survival of the private, independent university a bulwark 
in the preservation of our democratic system of freedom 
and opportunity.

The days of large contributions from private bene
factors, once a chief means of educational support, now 
are past. Taxes preclude the amassing of fortunes sub
stantial enough to make large-scale benevolence possible.

Therefore, annual giving by alumni and friends of 
Creighton is one of the most effective answers to the 
University's long range problems. It was with this in 
mind that the University began its Development Pro
gram among its alumni in the spring of 1946, and con
ducted a civic drive in 1949 among Omaha businessmen 
and friends of the University. These programs, to May 
31, 1952, have resulted in pledges of $1,930,000, of 
which amount $1,270,000 has already been realized.
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That such a program is necessary is evident from 
the chart below which shows the amount of Creigh
ton's endowment as compared with that of schools hav
ing similar enrollments and professional schools.

Year by year, Anancial help to universities all over 
the country has been growing as business corporations 
and foundations are beginning to realize that it is to their 
beneht and to that of our system of free enterprise to 
give under existing laws up to five per cent of their 
yearly proAts for such educational activities. Mr. Alfred 
P. Sloan, Jr., Chairman of the Board, General Motors 
Corporation, has stated the problem succinctly when he 
wrote:

Jpe73% ! 77M 7?y 7 7 33 //3 07 3 r  ¿0 p 7 * o -  
77323/ 36%/ 37733/  w e / ^ e  /7g732//3r / o r  3/ 7237* 2773- 

p / o y e e r .  TZ?2y  ^ 3  373 773332/7 r o r p o w j ^ A ^ y ,  /
/72/323^2, 30 207337*7/77332 3c  3/72 00773773073 2377332 o /  /73g/7- 
07* 0^730^373073. 773 3/72 /o73g 333030, 3/72J2 ^073073073J 
30073/o! 007377*3^7370 70 3/72 03/0i37300 0 /  0737* /30373g J*70733/- 
377*3/j, 0733/ 70 3770 i37*273g3/7273773g 0 /  0737' 73033073%/ J0 -  
0737*73y, 0733/ 3/703 0 ^ 0 03j* 3/70 //OOJ* 0 /  o / /  A77307*30073J.*

It is with these solutions at hand—the contributed 
services of its many faculty members, the annual giving 
of its alumni and friends, and the growing feeling of re
sponsibility on the part of business corporations—that 
Creighton, asking in addition the blessing of God, can 
look forward with hope to the survival and to the con
tinued strength of all divisions of its University.

B73j373<?ir AiT3J7 Ho/p 0737* Co/Zogor, Alfred P. Sloan, 
Jr., Colliers, June 2, 1951.

R O C H E S T E R

$57,650,000
6100

students
280

medical

J O H N S -H O P K IN S
$37,700,000

312
medical

V A N D E R B IL T
$31,500,000

2886
students

$28,715 ,000
2799

students
206 medical 96 medical

T U L A N E  
$20,894,000  
5727 students 

511 medical

E M O R Y  
$13,217 ,000  

3097 students 
288 medical 
310 dental

C R E IG H T O N  
$3 ,100 ,000  

2500 students 
302 medical 
171 dental Solution
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