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St. John’s Bible Heritage Edition Installed
By David E. Crawford

Y ou may have noticed 
some excitement 

around the university 
caused by the presence of 
a Heritage Edition of the 
Saint John's Bible on cam
pus. We at Reinert-Alumni 
Library certainly share that 
excitement, particularly 
because the Heritage Edi
tion currently resides in our 
Rare Books Room. In Au
gust 2015, the Bible arrived 
from Minnesota and was 
installed in a case specifi
cally designed to display 
and store the seven-volume 
set.

The Saint John's Bible is 
the first handwritten, hand- 
illuminated Bible in English

in over 500 years. The mo
nastic community at Saint 
John's Abbey and University 
in Collegeville, Minnesota, 
commissioned the sacred 
artistic work, which was 
created over a 13-year peri
od by artists and calligra
phers under the direction of 
Donald Jackson. Jackson's 
team combined old meth
ods and new approaches, 
as scribes with quills and 
hand-mixed inks followed a 
20th-century translation (the 
New Revised Standard Ver
sion) while illuminators 
used centuries-old tech
niques to apply gold and 
silver to modern paintings 
that incorporated contem
porary images, such as DNA

strands and views from the 
Hubble telescope. The fin
ished manuscript features 
1,165 pages and 160 ma
jor illuminations. Not yet 
bound, it is kept in a cli
mate-controlled space on 
the Saint John's University 
campus, although some 
pages are exhibited for brief 
periods in museums around 
the world.

The Heritage Edition is a 
full-sized fine art version of 
the St. John's Bible, and 
only 299 sets are available. 
To ensure that each volume 
is true to the original, artis
tic director Jackson was 
involved in every step, from 
choosing the paper, check
ing each printed and em
bossed page, even approv
ing the person who sewed 
the pages at the binder.
The Heritage Edition is 
more than a reproduction, 
though, as work was done 
by hand (the hand of Jack
son's studio manager, Sa
rah Harris) on the gold and 
silver leaf. As a result, no 
two sets are exactly the 
same.

Continued on page 4Blessing at the Mass of the Holy Spirit

http://creighton.edu/reinert
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The Once and Future Library Building
By Debra Sturges

D iscussion of a library 
renovation is still tak

ing place, and improve
ments have continued in 
the meantime. The build-

The Creighton Advanced Visualization Environment room 
(CAVE) in the Reinert-Alumni Library

ing is being rewired for the 
latest network, phone, and 
fax capabilities over fall 
break, and our 1961 ele
vator will be replaced as 
planned.

We will also be rearranging 
some of our collections to 
create more study space 
on the upper level. The “C” 
and “G” call numbers will 
be moved to the lower lev
el. The cleared space will 
be filled by the Juvenile 
and Curriculum books, and 
those shelves removed to 
make room for more study 
space in their place.

Migration to the New Library System
By Becky Wymer

T he Creighton University 
Libraries (Health Sci

ences, Law, and Reinert- 
Alumni) have been busy 
preparing for the migration 
of CLIC and Summon to a 
new library information 
system from Ex Libris, 
named Alma/Primo. The 
full project will kick off on 
November 1, and will be 
completed in April, 2016. 
Key benefits of this migra
tion will include a better 
user experience, more flex
ibility in design, and

streamlined workflows that 
will provide quicker access 
to library materials.

This fall the libraries will 
also hire a Senior Library 
Specialist (temporary) to 
work with the Faculty Bibli
ography and to assist with 
Electronic Resource Man
agement, an increasingly 
important aspect of library 
systems.

In another new develop
ment, the Creighton Librar
ies will join a newly formed

And last but not least, the 
CAVE is about to open! We 
are collaborating with 
DoIT’s RaDLab team to 
provide the new Creighton 
Advanced Visualization 
Environment room (left). 
This immersive environ
ment will allow faculty and 
students to enhance their 
teaching and learning with 
a 180-degree screen, ges
ture technology, and more!

The CAVE and the addition 
of more study space are 
steps toward the future 
learning commons that we 
envision. ■

Continues

consortium of Alma librar
ies across Iowa, to capital
ize on regional resources 
and collaboration opportu
nities. Member libraries 
include Drake University, 
the University of Iowa, Iowa 
State University, the Uni
versity of Northern Iowa, 
and a number of smaller 
private and community 
colleges.

More information on the 
library system migration 
will be shared as the pro
ject unfolds. ■
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Information Literacy for First-Year Students
Scaffolding for Student Success

By William Pooling

T his fall marks the first 
full implementation of 

the Reinert-Alumni Li
brary's new “scaffolded” 
approach to information 
literacy.

Creighton is committed to 
producing information lit
erate students that know 
how to navigate the com
plexities of the digital age. 
Since the adoption of the 
Magis Core, information 
literacy has been specifi
cally addressed in two re
quired components: a Criti
cal Issues in Human In
quiry course taught by fac
ulty across the College of 
Arts & Sciences, and a Dig
ital Communication Lab 
taught online by faculty in

Communication Studies. In 
both of these courses, stu
dents learn how to locate, 
evaluate, and apply infor
mation sources.

The librarians play an ac
tive role in both of these 
components. We design 
and promote the Library 
Encounter Online (LEO), a 
tutorial used in the Digital 
Communication Lab, and 
we are frequently invited to 
appear in Critical Issues 
classes to give presenta
tions on more advanced 
information literacy con
cepts. Additionally, for sev
eral years we have been 
asked to give basic library 
instruction sessions for 
Ratio Studiorum Program

(RSP) groups.
Altogether, this 
gives us three 
opportunities to 
directly interact 
with students in 
their first year at 
Creighton.

Classroom session with librarian
This year we are teaching will D00ling 
overlapping, but slightly 
different, content in each 
of these three interactions.
This allows us to reinforce 
complex concepts while 
assuring that each library 
experience is unique.

First, RSP groups are being 
challenged to complete a 
Quest for the Cup, an inter
active library treasure hunt

Continued on page 4

Reinert-Alum ni Library Undergraduate Research Award

W ould you like recognize an exceptional student? The Library's Undergrad
uate Research Award is presented annually to an undergraduate student 

who has shown outstanding achievement in library research methodology and 
writing. Students may submit a paper written for a course or for a faculty- 
mentored project during the academic year.

We hope you will encourage a worthy student to apply, and offer a letter of sup
port! For details—eligibility, submission requirements, due date, and judging cri
teria— just point students to: creighton.edu/reinert/undergraduateresearchaward.
This year's faculty judges are Drs. Martha Habash (Classical & Near Eastern 
Studies) and Andrew Hogan (History). For more information, please contact the 
award coordinator, Mike Poma, at mapoma@creighton.edu or 402.280.2298

mailto:mapoma@creighton.edu
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The Library now 

offers free 

interlibrary loan 

service (ILL) to 

both students 

and faculty.

Word Made Flesh, Donald Jackson, 
Copyright 2002, The Saint John’s 
Bible, Saint John's University, 
Collegeville, Minnesota USA. Used 
by permission. All rights reserved.

Information Literacy for First-Year Students

Continued from page 3

in which small teams of 
students locate library ma
terials such as books, 
DVDs, and e-journal arti
cles, with minimal formal 
instruction. This allows 
students to explore how 
library resources are orga
nized and accessed, and 
gives them some familiari
ty with the physical space 
of the library.

Second, the Library En
counter Online has been 
retooled to provide con
crete examples of data
base and catalog queries

that can help reinforce this 
experimentation. Students 
who complete LEO gain a 
basic understanding of 
how to differentiate schol
arly and popular sources, 
and how to locate scholarly 
sources using the library’s 
catalog and collection of 
databases.

In their third interaction, 
students in Critical Issues
courses get a chance to 
directly apply these infor
mation literacy concepts to 
an assignment, usually a 
lengthy, well-researched

Saint John’s Bible Heritage Edition Installed

Continued from page 1

Our Heritage Edition is on 
loan to Creighton Universi
ty from Michael and Nancy 
McCarthy. In July Mr. 
McCarthy began a four- 
year term as Chair of the 
University Board of Trus
tees, and the McCarthys 
have agreed to share their 
Bible with Creighton until 
his term ends in 2019. 
They also generously pro
vided the beautiful case 
made by the Saint John’s 
Abbey woodworkers.

The Rare Books Room will 
serve as home base for the 
Heritage Edition, but the 
volumes will travel around

campus at times for spir
itual, academic, and other 
purposes. One of the first 
trips has been to St. John’s 
Church, where Fr. Daniel 
Hendrickson, S.J., blessed 
the volumes with incense, 
and some future trips to St. 
John’s are already 
planned. Discussions are 
also underway about how 
to use the Heritage Edition 
for courses and programs.

For more on the Saint 
John’s Bible, visit: www. 
saintjohnsbible.org. Visit the 
Rare Books Room page at: 
www.creighton.edu/archives/ 
rarebooks/ ■

paper. Librarians are avail
able to help teach more 
advanced information liter
acy concepts and data
base search techniques in 
iCritical Issues classes.

And as always, students 
also get in touch with us 
outside of class, through 
our Research Assistance 
Program (RAP). A “RAP 
session” allows us to help 
students one-on-one at any 
point in their academic 
careers, and further rein
forces their information 
literacy skills. ■

University Archives 
Expands

In January, the Universi
ty Archives became the 
University Archives,
Rare Books and Special 
Collections department. 
The decision to com
bine the three areas 
under University Archi
vist David E. Crawford 
is in part due to their 
similar storage and 
display needs. The goal 
is to promote access to 
and use of underuti
lized collections by 
Creighton students and 
faculty, as well as the 
broader Omaha and 
academic communities.

http://www.creighton.edu/archives/
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Desparately Seeking Datasets ... In the Library
By Christine Carmichael & William Dooling

T he mandates issued by the government for “open” access to federally-funded 
research have made more datasets publicly available, but not necessarily easier 
to find. Librarians are challenged to exercise new skills to find data for research 

focused on trends, patterns, and prediction. This involves digging through the deep 
web, sometimes without knowing exactly what is available. Fortunately, there has been 
progress toward managing raw data in recent years, usually through repositories run 
by universities, the government, and research centers. Students and faculty who need 
to find datasets, and determine their source and validity, can call on their librarians. 
Some datasets are freely available, and others may require a subscription or purchase. 
To get started, we recommend the sites below. There are many other possibilities, from 
the World Bank to the U.N., profiled at: culibraries.creighton.edu/reference/data.

re3data.org
GISTRY OF RESEARCH DATA RE POSITORIES

Re3data.org does not host 
datasets directly, but acts 
as a registry of institutional 
repositories. Use this site 
to locate a repository that 
might have the research 
data you need. For most 
repositories listed, you will 
find detailed information 
on technical standards, 
terms of use, and who built 
and maintains them. 
www.re3data .org

■  -DATA.GOV
While datasets found 
through Data.gov are often 
inconsistent, the site is 
improving all the time. It 
hosts hundreds of thou
sands of U.S. government 
datasets and is a great way 
to explore data deposited 
by executive branch agen
cies such as the Depart

ment of Agriculture, the 
CDC, the EPA, the U.S. Ge
ological Survey, and NOAA. 
Data.gov also includes 
APIs for developers to build 
applications with the data. 
www.data.gov

AMERICAN

FactFinder
American Factfinder is pro
vided by the U.S. Census 
Bureau. The census con
tains extensive demo
graphic data, including 
income, insurance status, 
race, nationality, fertility, 
and disability status. Un
like other tools, this site 
allows you to create da
tasets on specific popula
tions. For example, you 
can compare two neighbor
hoods in the same city, or 
the same neighborhood at 
two points in time. 
factfinder.census.gov/faces/ 
nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml

O P E N  S C IE N C E  DATA CLOUD

The Open Science Data
Cloud is a large multidisci
plinary directory of data 
repositories, and a good 
tool for locating large da
tasets. The site also hosts 
some large datasets relat
ing to meteorology, genet
ics, and international law. 
https://www.openscience 
datacloud.org/publicdata

The Inter-University Consor
tium for Political and Social 
Research (ICPSR) main
tains a data archive of 
500,000 files in the social 
sciences. For content avail
able only to members, you 
may contact Creighton's 
CPSR representative James 
Ault at jt3@creighton.edu. 
www.icpsr.umich.edu/ ■

http://www.re3data
http://www.data.gov
https://www.openscience
mailto:jt3@creighton.edu
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/
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Creighton
Cornerstone

Creighton

D a te s  to  R e m e m b e r

October Campus Sustainability Month displays in the Library

October 6 Martin Hulce, Ph.D., Chemistry, "A 'Poor Man's Atomic Bombs: One
Hundred Years of Chemical Warfare," 3:30-4:30 p.m., SSC Room 104

<l!k
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(tim e s
U N I V E R S I T Y

Reinert-Alumni Library 

2500 California Street 

Omaha, NE 68178

www.creighton.edu/reinert

402.280.2227

Publications Committee:

Chris Carmichael, 
Barbara McElfresh, and 

Mary Nash

October 15 NYTimes.com Workshop with lunch, 2:00-3:30 p.m., Ed.D. Conference 
Room (Reinert-Alumni Library upper level)

October 16 NYTimes.com Workshop with breakfast, 9:30-11 a.m., Classroom L10 
(former Union Pacific Room)

November 16 Greg Zacharias, Ph.D., English, “Henry James and the Great War,” and 
Katie Sommer, Center for Henry James Studies, “Henry James and 
Soldiers During WWI: Four Letters,” Noon-1:00 p.m., SSC Room104

December “Coffee with Canines” pet therapy during final exam week (TBA)

Thank You to the Nitsch Family

By Mike Poma

The Library gratefully acknowledges 
the Nitsch family's memorial gift. Dr. 
Thomas Nitsch, Professor Emeritus 
of Economics in the Heider College 
of Business, passed away in May, 
2015. Dr. Nitsch was a long-time 
friend and supporter of the Reinert- 
Alumni Library. His family's gift of
fered us the opportunity to purchase 
two online business encyclopedias 
that we believe many students will 
find useful: the Gale Encyclopedia of 
U.S. Economic History (2nd edition) 
and the Sage Encyclopedia of Eco
nomics and Society.

Library Contact Information

Administration............ ..402.280.2706

Circulation/Reserves.. ..402.280.2260
ralcirc@creighton.edu

Research Center......... ...402.280.2227 
askus@creighton.edu

Interlibrary Loan......... ..402.280.2219

Technical Services ..... ...402.280.2228

Library Orders.............. ..margibso@creighton.edu

Complete Staff Directory:

www.creighton.edu/reinert/contactsandhelp/
staffdirectory

http://www.creighton.edu/reinert
mailto:ralcirc@creighton.edu
mailto:askus@creighton.edu
mailto:margibso@creighton.edu
http://www.creighton.edu/reinert/contactsandhelp/

