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New Chairman Appointed Medica! Poiicy Board Members
John Hartigan, M.D., has been appointed Chairman 

of the Medicai Poiicy Board. Dr. Hartigan replaces 
Leo T. Heywood, M.D., whose term as Chairman 
of the Medicai Poiicy Board expired.

Dr. Hartigan received a Bachelor o f  Science degree 
from Creighton in 1941. He was awarded his medical 
degree from the Creighton School o f Medicine in 1943. 
He served his internship in Kansas City and attended the 
Mayo Graduate School where he received a Master of 
Science in Medicine degree in 1947. He then returned 
to Omaha to practice Internal Medicine.

Dr. Hartigan received his initial appointment to 
Creighton's School o f Medicine in 1947. He was pro
moted to Assistant Professor o f Medicine in 1954 
and then to Associate Clinical Professor in 1966. 
In 1971 Dr. Hartigan was appointed a Clinical Professor 
o f Medicine.

!^ H e has held several offices in the Omaha-Dougias 
County Medical Society including the society's repre
sentative on the Omaha-Dougias County Board of 
Health. He has also served as President o f the Board o f 
Health and President o f the Omaha-Dougias County 
Medical Society. Dr. Hartigan servedas Chief o f Staff o f 
Creighton Memorial St. Joseph Hospital in 1961.

He is a diplomate o f the American Board o f  Internal 
Medicine and a Fellow in the American College o f 
Physicians.

The past several meetings o f the Medical Policy 
Board have dealt primarily with the review o f privileges 
as required by the Joint Commission, "housekeeping" 
matters, confirmation o f  appointments and discussion 
o f a proposed OB/GYN policy.

The board was informed that problems have arisen 
regarding the completion o f charts. Bylaws require 
a physician to complete charts within 15 days. Mr. 
Gaffney said that because the Accounting Department 
is unable fo send statements to fiscal intermediaries 
when charts are incompleted, there is potentially a 
a serious cash flow problem. Past experiences indicate 
that a reminder to physicians was all that was needed to 
remedy the problem.

Also discussed was the hospital policy requiring 
that a H & P be dictated within 48 hours o f the 
admission o f a patient. Dr. Booth asked for suggestions 
for providing physicians with reminders when the H & P 
is overdue.

The board was told that Dr. John Ferry has accepted 
more responsibility for medical programming and plan
ning o f the new Medical Center. Dr. Emmet Kenney 
has agreed to take a special role in the development of 
a program for the present mental health facility and 
will become more heavily involved in preplanning 
activities for the mental health programs and facilities 
at the new site. Dr. Leo Heywood will be taking a more 
active role in implementing the recommendations o f the 
Joint Commission.

The Creighton Omaha Regional Health Care Cor
poration Board o f Directors has appointed the follow
ing people to the Medical Policy Board. Voting mem
bers are: S. Patrick Adley, M.D.; Richard W. Booth, 
M.D.; William Clark, M.D.; George Clifford, M.D.; 
James Dunlap, M.D.; Michael Haller, M.D.; John D. 
Hartigan, M.D., Chairman; David Jasper, M.D.; Harry 
Jenkins, M.D.; N. Patrick Kenney, M.D.; Arnold Lemp- 
ka, M.D.; Robert Luby, M.D.; Joseph Lynch, M.D.; 
Claude Organ, M.D.; and Maurice Stoner, M.D.

Non-voting members are: James Ensign; Joseph 
nucchi, M.D.; John Ferry, M.D.; John Gaffney; 
o T. Heywood, M.D.; Robert P. Heaney, M.D.; 

Joseph Holthaus, M.D.; Emmet Kenney, M.D.; and 
Jeanne Palmer, R.N.

The Tissue Committee forwarded a note calling the 
board's attention to the fact that in the past there has 
been no pre- and post-operative diagnosis on endoscopic 
procedures when specimens were sent to Pathology. 
Following discussion it was decided that a diagnosis 
should be submitted with each specimen sent to 
Pathology.

As required in hospital bylaws the annual vote of 
confidence was scheduled for five individuals. By 
secret ballot the following were unanimously given a 
vote o f confidence: John Ferry, M.D., Associate Medi
cal Director; Maurice Stoner, M.D., Chief, Sub-Division 
o f Primary Care; George Clifford, M. D., Chief, Sub- 
Division o f Specialty Care; Claude H. Organ, M.D.,
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Chief, Sub-Divison o f Surgery; James Dunlap, M.D., 
Chief, Sub-Division o f  Mental Health.

Dr. Booth reported that several new Chief appoint
ments had been proposed. The Board approved: Ed
ward Schima, M.D., Associate Chief, Neurology Service; 
Cynthia Walker, Ph.D., Chief, Microbiology Service; 
Stuart Polly, M.D., Chief, Infectious Disease Service; 
Ramon Fusaro, M.D., Chief, Dermatology Service; 
and H. Jeoffrey Deeths, Associate Chief, Urology 
Service.

The Medical Policy Board received a policy proposing 
that medically indicated tubal ligations be allowed. 
The proposed policy, including a review mechanism, 
had been approved by the OB/GYN Policy Committee 
and the Surgery Policy Committee. Following consider
able discussion and an opportunity to exchange views 
with the Rev. Joseph Labaj, S. J., and the Rev. John 
Ginsterblum, S. J., the Medical Policy Board voted 7-5 
against the proposed policy.

The board has reviewed and passed several changes 
in bylaws. All o f  them dealt with changes proposed 
by the Joint Commission. Anyone desiring more infor
mation regarding actions o f the Medical Policy Board 
is requested to contact the Board Chairman. Minutes 
of each meeting and bylaw changes are on file with the 
Medical Staff Secretary.

From The President
We have reviewed with you in Medical Staff News, 

as well as in person at staff meetings and on other 
occasions, our efforts to "tune-up" activities within 
the existing physical plant so that they will be all that 
much better when it comes time to relocate a major 
portion o f the hospital.

In comparing 1975 data to prior years we can see 
where we need to go in 1976 to achieve the objectives 
that we have set for ourselves. On the matter o f ad
missions to the hospital -- which represents the num
ber o f inpatients St. Joseph has provided care for 
during the year -- 1975 found us .with 15,332, up 
from a low o f 14,590 in 1972, but considerably down 
from the 20,394 in 1963. At this point, we project 
a need for 20,000 admissions in our first year o f 
operating the new facility; our estimate o f 16,000 for 
1976 is only a modest step in that direction.

To reach the admissions level o f our January 
1975 financial projections (20,000 by 1978), we 
should have 16,900 admissions in 1976 and 18,444

in 1977. That represents an increase o f 900 admis
sions over our budget for 1976 and 1,568 over 1975 
admission levels. If 30 physicians admitted only one 
additional patient per week over their 1975 admis^^ 
sions, we could attain 16,900 in 1976. The solution^^ 
to the admissions problem is simple if that kind 
o f cooperation is realized. I hope that this is not 
viewed as a request for unnecessary admissions; it 
is rather an expression o f hope that those staff 
members with privileges elsewhere will keep our needs 
in mind.

I would like to extend my congratulations to the 
new Medical Staff officers and thank those who 
served in 1975. Also, I would like to thank members 
o f the Medical Policy Board who so generously gave 
o f their time during the past year. I look forward 
to an opportunity to work with the new appointees 
as well as those returning.

As you know, Dr. John Hartigan has agreed to serve 
as Chairman o f the Medical Policy Board. We consider 
ourselves fortunate to have him accept this responsi
bility. I know that Dr. Hartigan has the support 
o f  all o f us as he assumes this important role.

Jim Ensign

Department Chairman 
Receives Honorary Degree ^

Claude Organ, M.D., Chairman o f the Department of 
Surgery, received an Honorary Doctor o f Humane 
Letters degree at the Univeristy o f Nebraska at Omaha's 
commencement ceremony in May.

Dr. Organ also gave the commencement address. In 
his address, Dr. Organ issued three challenges to citizens 
o f the Midwest: The first challenge is to create a new 
order o f midwestern leadership; the second challenge, 
to enlarge the role o f our institutions o f higher learning; 
and thirdly, the challenge to develop a new spirit of 
humanism in the Midwest.

Dr. Organ said that too often, the Midwest has waited 
for the coasts to take initiatives and set trends. He 
said, "Above all else, we should expect our leaders to 
possess integrity, to conceive and articulate our goals, 
and unite us in pursuit o f objectives worthy o f  our 
best effort."

Dr. Organ encouraged everyone to take advantage 
o f  the presence o f universities. "With all o f  the multiple 
forces operational within university walls, colleges 
should be the very hub o f our society, and some o f the 
most utilized facilities in our city and state. As citizer^^
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New Appointments

Visiting Staff, Dr. Wanamaker
Med. Schoot:
Internship:
Residency:
Specialty:
Telephone:

Creighton University 
Creighton University 
University of Wisconsin 
Neurology 
541-4084

Visiting Staff, Dr. Shoumaker
Med. School: University o f Utah 

Medical Center
Internship: Baylor University

Medical Center
Residency: University o f Utah
Specialty: Neurology
Telephone: 541-4084

Constituent Staff, Dr. Chiroff
Med. School:
Internship:
Residency:

Specialty:
Telephone:

University o f Wisconsin 
University o f Pittsburgh 
Mayo Graduate School 
o f  Medicine 
Orthopedic Surgery 
348-2256

Nursing Dean Appointed Board Members Reeiected
Sheila A. Ryan, R.N., M.S.N., has been appointed 

Dean o f  the College o f Nursing at Creighton Univer
sity. The appointment, announced by Creighton's Presi
dent, the Rev. Joseph J. Labaj, S.J., is effective immedi
ately.

Miss Ryan has been acting dean o f the College o f 
ursing for the past two years. "During these two 

^ears," Dr. Robert P. Heaney, Vice President for the 
Health Sciences, said, "The College o f Nursing has 
developed a broader curriculum and implemented pro
grams that have had a very favorable effect upon the 
direction and growth o f the College."

A graduate o f the Creighton Memorial St. Joseph 
Hospital School o f Nursing, she received a Bachelor o f 
Science degree in Nursing from the University o f 
California, San Francisco in 1971.

During commencement exercises in 1974 as an 
Assistant Professor o f Nursing, Dean Ryan was named 
the recipient o f the Robert F. Kennedy Memorial 
Award for teaching excellence. The award is conferred 
annually by the student body on the teacher considered 
the best in the University.

Dean Ryan's professional activities include a 1975 
appointment to the Nebraska State Board o f  Nursing, 
on which she serves as secretary. She is also a member 
o f the American Nursing Association and the Omaha 
Council o f  Catholic Nurses. She has been an active 
participant in workshops on mental health nursing. In 
Addition, Dean Ryan, in collaboration with Dr. Bruce 
Ulayton, has authored the "Handbook o f Practical 
Pharmacology" to be published by C. V. Mosby Co. in 
January 1977.

Four prominent Omaha businessmen have been re
elected as members o f the Board o f Directors of 
the Creighton Omaha Regional Health Care Corporation.

Reelected to three-year terms were: Richard L. 
Daly, Executive Vice President o f United o f  Omaha; 
John D. Diesing, Vice President and Secretary o f J. L. 
Brandeis and Sons; Gary A. Sallquist, President of 
Patrick-Sallquist-Moore, Inc.; and Gerald Sawall, Treas
urer o f Swanson Enterprises.

Guideiines Estabtished
A new policy outlining guidelines for special functions 

is now in effect. A special function is any type o f food 
or beverage service ordered for preparation and/or 
service from the Dietary Department.

All breakfasts, luncheons, dinners, receptions, teas, 
picnics, and other functions where food will be needed 
should have one week's notice and a tentative number 
to be served. This information should be forwarded via 
written requisition to the Food Service Director. A 
final guarantee figure must be made available 24 hours 
prior to the function.

Any function which is cancelled after the food or 
beverage is prepared will be charged for unless excepted 
by Administration. All coffee functions must have a 
24-hour advance notice.

If the Gold Room, Kennedy Room and/or the G-19 
Conference Room are to be utilized for special function 
service, reservations must be confirmed through the 
Administration Office, 348-2613. The G-33, G-30, G-31, 
and B-37 classrooms can be reserved through Training 
and Development at 348-2698. Other conference rooms 
and meeting rooms must be reserved through the 
respective departments or areas involved.
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Apri! Boards Encouraging
Dr. Joseph Holthaus, Dean o f  Medicine, said that the 

results o f the April Part II National Boards have been 
received and are very encouraging.

Thirty-four seniors and 18 juniors took the exams 
with no failures. Five seniors and one junior achieved 
honors with scores o f 600 or better against a passing 
score o f 192. The mean score o f seniors was 517.8 -- 
higher than 53 per cent o f the more than 5,000 candi
dates taking the exams. Mean for the juniors was 470.

Highest ranking for Creighton seniors was achieved 
in Obstetrics and Gynecology, with the class ranking at 
the 60th percentile with a mean score o f  551.6. 
Scores in other disciplines, with percentile rankings in 
parentheses, are as follows: Medicine, 521.9 (56); 
Pediatrics, 510 (49); Preventive Medicine, 497.8 (44); 
Psychiatry, 490.6 (42); and Surgery,523.8 (58).

(Continued from page 2)

we fail to take advantage o f the countless educational 
and cultural events that transpire in the form o f  lectures, 
courses, seminars, movies, conferences; all o f which 
demonstrate that the university community is not 
indifferent to the agonies o f the larger society."

When speaking on humanism, Dr. Organ said, "It 
(humanism) demands that man develop the virtues con
tained within him through creative forces o f the life o f 
reason and work to make the forces o f the physical 
world instruments o f his freedom. Therefore, humanism 
is inseparable from civilization and culture. Man is, 
above all else, a sacred thing."

House Officers Eiected
The Creighton House Officers' Association has elect

ed Joseph Fanucchi, M.D., President for 1976-77.
Dr. Fanucchi, who will succeed outgoing president 

Cal Nagel, M.D., said John Ursick, M.D., will serve as 
Vice President o f 132-member association.

Both officers are 1975 graduates o f the Creighton 
University School o f  Medicine, and both will be 
second-year residents in the Department o f Internal 
Medicine.

Dr. Fanucchi received his B.A. degree from the Uni
versity o f San Francisco.

Dr. Ursick graduated from the University o f Santa 
Clara. He earned his M.A. from Creighton and Ph.D. 
in Biochemistry from the University o f Nebraska 
before attending medical school.

Medica! Staff Officers Eiected
Medical Staff officers for 1976-77 are: President, 

S. Patrick Adley, M.D.; Mieczyslaw Cegielski, M.D., 
Secretary-Treasurer; and Richard Fangman, M.D., is 
the President-Elect.

They were elected at the April 6 Medical Staff dinner.

Tumor Registrar Accredited
Joan Slizewski, Tumor Registrar, has been certified 

as an Accredited Record Technician. St. Joseph Hospital 
has had a tumor registry since August 1975 and Miss 
Slizewski has been developing the program under the 
direction o f the Oncology Committee.

The purpose o f the program is to identify all report- 
able cases o f  cancer in the hospital and maintain a 
tumor registry. The tumor registry is organized to 
provide life-time follow up on all cancer patients 
treated in the hospital.

Creighton Memorial St. Joseph Hospital 
2305 South Tenth Street

MEDICAL STAFF NEWS is published monthly 
by the Creighton Memorial Saint Joseph Hospi
tal for members o f its Medical Staff.

Omaha, Nebraska 68108
Nonprofit Org. 
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