
Homily,	25	October	2015	
Thirtieth	Sunday	in	Ordinary	Time	

Jeremiah	31:7-9;		Psalms	126:1-2,2-3,4-5,6;		Hebrews	5:1-6;		Mark	10:46-52	

—�•�—	

“Go	your	way;	your	faith	has	saved	you.”	
—�•�—	

What	is	the	story	of	Bartimaeus	about?		
It	seems	to	be	a	story	about	healing:	a	blind	man	receives	his	sight.		
Yet	Jesus	never	touches	Bartimaeus.	Bartimaeus	never	touches	Jesus.	
And	Jesus	doesn’t	speak	any	words	of	healing.		
	
He	says:	“Go	your	way;	your	faith	has	saved	you.”	
	
This	is	a	story	about	faith.	Bartimaeus	had	faith	in	Jesus	and	he	wouldn’t	
let	public	ridicule	deter	him	from	acting	on	his	faith.	
	
Jesus	told	Bartimaeus,	“go	your	way.”		Well,	the	way	for	Bartimaeus	was	
obvious.	It	was	the	Way	of	Christ:	the	way	of	discipleship.		
	
Indeed,	Jesus’	encounter	with	Bartimaeus	happened	just	before	he	
entered	Jerusalem,	so	the	way	that	Bartimaeus	followed	was	the	way	of	
the	cross.	
	
Mark	included	this	episode	in	his	Gospel	for	our	edification.	He	presents	
Bartimaeus	as	an	example	of	faith	for	us	to	ponder	and	to	emulate.	
	

—�•�—	

“Your	faith	has	saved	you.”		
What	does	that	mean?	What	is	faith?	How	can	it	save	us?	
	
Faith	is	our	personal	adherence	to	the	revelation	of	God:	“If	you	love	
me,”	Jesus	said,	“keep	my	commandments.”		
	
It	is	expressed	by	Peter	who	said	to	Jesus,	“You	have	the	words	of	eternal	
life.	We	have	come	to	believe	and	are	convinced	that	you	are	the	Holy	One	
of	God.”	
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Faith	does	not	spring	from	ordinary	human	knowledge	but	from	the	
very	word	of	God.	“Truth	himself	speaks	truly,	or	there’s	nothing	true.”	
Therefore,	there	is	a	certainty	to	faith.	
	
Faith	also	seeks	understanding.	If	we	are	disciples,	then	Jesus	is	our	
teacher	—	as	are	those	he	commissioned	to	pass	on	what	he	taught:	the	
apostles	and	their	successors.			
	
Thus	faith	is	something	we	learn	from	others,	from	the	Church,	of	
course,	—	but	also	from	the	examples	of	the	saints	and	from	the	lives	of	
the	holy	men	and	women	who	accompany	us	on	the	way.			
	
Since	faith	is	received,	it	must	also	be	passed	on.	We	must	share	the	
faith	with	others:	with	our	families,	our	friends	and	with	neighbors	both	
near	and	far.	
	
And	finally,	faith	is	the	beginning	of	eternal	life.	It	is	the	foundation	of	
our	hope	in	the	promises	of	Christ.	It	is	by	faith	and	hope	that	we	begin	
to	contemplate	life	in	the	world	to	come.	

—�•�—	

As	I	thought	about	Bartimaeus,	I	realized	that	although	he	is	a	clear	
example	of	a	faithful	person,	he	is	a	very	limited	example.		
We	just	don’t	know	much	about	his	life.	
	
So	I’d	like	to	talk	about	another	man,	someone	who	can	help	us	“flesh	
out”	the	spare	example	of	Bartimaeus.	This	man	was	Scottish,	a	
protestant,	an	athlete	and	a	man	of	great	faith.	
	
Eric	Liddell	was	also	a	runner;	a	sprinter	who	excelled	at	100-meters.	
Yet,	when	he	won	the	gold	medal	at	the	1924	Paris	Olympics,	it	was	in	
the	400-meter	race.	He	never	ran	in	the	hundred	at	the	Olympics.		
	
Eric	once	said	“I	feel	God	made	me	for	a	purpose.	He	also	made	me	fast	
and	when	I	run	I	feel	his	pleasure.”	
	
Eric	Liddell	grew	up	in	a	missionary	family.	He	was	born	in	northern	
China	while	his	folks	were	on	mission	for	the	Church	of	Scotland.		
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He	received	his	faith	from	his	parents	and	from	his	church.	His	life’s	
purpose	was	to	share	the	Gospel	with	others,	and	to	live	out,	as	best	he	
could,	the	faith	which	he	had	received.		
	
For	him,	this	meant	keeping	the	Sabbath	Holy.	Since	the	100-meter	
Olympic	heats	were	scheduled	for	Sunday,	he	chose	not	to	run.	He	was	
strongly	ridiculed	by	some		—	particularly	by	the	press		—	for	being	too	
pious.	Like	Bartimaeus,	he	ignored	the	ridicule	and	spent	that	Sunday	
preaching	in	a	Paris	church.	
	
Eric	was	a	champion	and	man	of	great	faith	and	integrity.	So	it’s	no	
surprise	that	he	soon	became	a	national	hero.	But	fame	wasn’t	the	way	
of	discipleship	and	he	soon	returned	to	the	life	he	knew.	One	year	after	
the	Olympics	he	was	back	in	China	working	for	the	mission	as	a	
schoolteacher.		
	
He	was	ordained	a	minister	in	1932	while	on	furlough	in	Scotland.	In	
1934	he	married	the	daughter	of	Canadian	missionaries.	In	1941,	at	the	
urging	of	the	British	authorities,	he	sent	his	wife	and	daughters	to	live	in	
Canada.	In	1943	he	was	interned	in	a	Japanese	prison	camp	where	he	
died	two	years	later	from	a	brain	tumor.	He	was	43	years	old.	
	
I’ve	never	heard	that	Eric	Liddell	was	a	great	preacher	or	teacher,	so	
perhaps	he	was	just	average.	What	I	have	read	is	that	he	was	a	good	
man	who	lived	for	others.	His	eldest	daughter	says	he	was	the	best	of	
fathers,	and	after	the	war	a	fellow	prisoner	wrote	of	him:	
	

It	is	rare	indeed	when	a	person	has	the	good	fortune	to	meet	a	saint,	
but	he	came	as	close	to	it	as	anyone	I	have	ever	known.		
Often	in	an	evening	of	that	last	year	I	would	pass	the	game	room	and	
peer	in	to	see	what	the	missionaries	had	cooking	for	the	teen-agers.	
As	often	as	not,	Eric	would	be	bent	over	a	chessboard	or	a	model	boat,	
or	directing	some	sort	of	square	dance	—	absorbed,	warm,	and	
interested,	…	pouring	all	of	himself	into	this	effort	to	capture	the	
minds	and	imagination	of	those	penned-up	youths.	…				He	was	
overflowing	with	good	humor	and	love	for	life,	and	with	enthusiasm	
and	charm.	

—�•�—	
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Though	he	was	a	foreign	missionary,	which	seems	exotic	to	us,	you	have	
to	understand	that	China	really	was	Eric	Liddell’s	home.	It’s	where	he	
grew	up.	He	lived	the	majority	of	his	life	in	China.		
	
In	the	words	of	the	Second	Vatican	Council,	Eric	Liddell	followed	the	
way	of	Christ	by	engaging	in	temporal	affairs	and	by	ordering	them	to	
the	plan	of	God.		It’s	what	the	Church	expects	and	hopes	for	all	of	us.	
	
Eric	lived	in	the	ordinary	circumstances	of	family	and	social	life.		
He	was	called there by God and led by the spirit of the Gospel to work for 
the sanctification of the world from within 	—	as a little pinch of leaven in 
batch of dough. In this way he made Christ known to others, by the 
testimony of a life resplendent in faith, hope, and charity. 

—�•�—	

The life of faith:  
• St. Mark pares it down to a single episode in a single day in the life of 

Bartimaeus. He gives us the essence.  
• In the story of Eric Liddell we see it in its fullness 

 
Edified by the examples of Bartimaeus and Eric Liddell, we need to reflect 
on our own faith: 
 

• Have we received it fully by reading the scriptures, through reception of 
the Sacraments, and by being attentive to the teaching of the Church? 

• Do we have the courage to be steadfast in faith when others ridicule 
us and scoff at our beliefs? 

• Do we pass on what we have received by glorifying God with our life 
and our words? 

 
Be that person, the one to whom Jesus says:  

“Go	your	way;		your	faith	has	saved	you.” 
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