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BOOK REVIEWS

Kidnapped from that Land: The Government Raids on the Short Creek
Polygamists. By Martha Sontagg Bradley. Salt Lake City: University of
Utah Press, 1993. 252 pp. $29.95.

Persecution, poverty, and persistence are the central themes of Martha
Sontagg Bradley's Kidnappedfrom that Land. Bradley's book traces the his-
tory of the Short Creek fundamentalist dissenters from the time of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints' termination in 1890 of the practice of, if
not the belief in, polygamy. Bradley depicts the Short Creek polygamists as
suffering persecution from both church and state. Indeed, Bradley surpris-
ingly suggests that the "vigor and direction of the crusade against polygamy in
the 1940s and 1950s was "unprecedented even in the state of Utah" (p. 179).
However, history belies this conclusion. The federal government during the
nineteenth century, with overwhelming public support, passed a series of in-
creasingly coercive anti-polygamy statutes; they disfranchised Mormon mem-
bers, excluded Mormon members from juries, disincorporated the Church,
escheated the Church's property to the state, and persistently pursued and
imprisoned both men and women polyganists until the Church finally
capitulated.

The assault upon the Short Creek polygamists, while serious, paled in
comparison. Rather than a pattern of continued prosecutions over decades,
the assault upon Short Creek involved two isolated and publicly controversial
raids: the 1944 "Boyden Raid" and the 1953 "Pyle Raid." Although Bradley
notes that the federal government was ultimately successful in prosecuting a
few of the polygamists under the Mann Act (United States v. Cleveland, 329
U.S. 1 [1946]), she fails to understand the limited usefulness of this federal
statute in any ongoing assault upon the polygamists. Justice William 0. Doug-
las, the author of the Supreme Court's majority opinion, by ignoring legislative
history and misconstruing the plain meaning of the Act, extended dubious pre-
cedent to categorize polygamous marriages with "prostitution, debauchery, or
other immoral purpose" and clearly weakened the precedential effect of the
decision. Indeed Justice Douglas's later opinion in Griswold v. Connecticut,
wherein he announced for the first time the right of privacy, and in doing so
characterized marriage as "an association for as noble a purpose as any in-
volved in our prior decisions," undermined continued prosecutions of polyg-
amy under the Mann Act. While fifteen male polygamists were convicted
under Utah's unlawful cohabitation laws, their comparatively short sentences
made them martyrs to the cause and did little to deter future polygamous
marriages. The more serious criminal conspiracy charges were eventually
overturned by the Utah Supreme Court.

The 1953 "Pyle Raid," while severely affecting the Short Creek community
for a few years by temporarily relocating the children throughout Arizona, did
more to ensure the community of future autonomy than deter the continued
practice of polygamy. Utah's Governor J. Bracken Lee refused Governor
Pyle's invitation for a joint raid, stating "You do whatever you have to do but
we're not going to become involved" (p. 119). Similarly, rejecting F.B.I. par-
ticipation, J. Edgar Hoover responded "Heavens no, I have made a personal
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policy of never touching anything to do with religion. It's too much of a hot
potato" 124). Ultimately the children were returned to their parents and
the raid ecame a political disaster for Governor Pyle. According to Bradley,
"the raids had backfired and in fact had served as a sort of crucible that forged
a powerful bond for the fundamentalist" (p. 182).

While Bradley's assessment of the state's persecution seems exaggerated,
her account of the Church hierarchy's ironic persecution of the polygamists
raises separate questions worth investigating. Why would church leaders who
had experienced first hand the suffering, loss of civil liberties, and frustration
over their religiously mandated practice of polygamy become the persecutors
of dissenters who refused to give up the vision? While public charges of bad
faith and impotence in controlling members may explain the Church's early
reaction, such explanations are increasingly less convincing as the Church
gradually distanced itself from polygamy. Moreover, while it is understanda-
ble that the Church would excommunicate members who refused to adhere to
priesthood directives regarding the practice of polygamy, Bradley repeatedly
insists without explanation that Church leaders were far more zealous in at-
tacking polygamy than merely removing fundamentalists from Church mem-
bership records. Perhaps this issue will be addressed in future works by
Bradley or others.

Bradley's successful history of the Short Creek fundamentalists ultimately
raises two questions that are much larger than the narrow history depicted:
First, why do either the state or competing religious communities find it nec-
essary to attack minorities who accept a different vision of the good? Second,
how do these communities seemingly thrive on the adversity that would eradi-
cate their very existence? Bradley's book reminds us that we are not as plural-
istic, tolerant, and compassionate for alternative visions as we profess.

R. COLLIN MANGRUM
CREIGHTON UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAWV

OMAHA, NEBRASKA

Death Foretold: The Jesuit Murders in El Salvador. By Martha Doggett.
Washington D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 1993. 358 pp. $40.00
cloth; $19.95 paper.

On 16 November 1989, six Jesuit priests and two Salvadoran women wit-
nesses were murdered at San Salvador's Central American University. This
was not an isolated event. Within the past twenty-five years, more priests have
been killed in El Salvador than in any country in the world. Since the 1970s at
least eighteen priests, five women religious workers, and scores of Catholic lay
workers have been murdered, primarily by the military. What is unusual was
the attention this case generated within the human rights community around
the world and the numerous investigations which followed. One of the best
treatments of the case is Death Foretold: The Jesuit Murders in El Salvador.


