
Creighton University Focuses on Sustainability on Many Levels 

 

At Creighton University, the Jesuit value of “magis,” or doing more for others is lived in 

many ways, including through the University’s sustainability efforts. A Sustainability Council 

composed of students, faculty and staff, is bringing sustainability strategies to campus, 

integrating the movement into living, learning and working, and fostering going “green” in 

Creighton’s buildings, dining services and curriculum. 

In talking about sustaining efforts Creighton president the Rev. John P. Schlegel, S.J., 

said, “Although our colors are blue and white, Creighton must take on a ‘greener’ 

approach. Renewable and alternative energies are among the most important issues of the next 

decade.” 

Single-stream recycling has been implemented in all of the residence halls and most of 

the eastern part of the campus. Single-stream recycling includes most types of plastic and most 

types of metal  in addition to paper and cardboard; there are very few items that are “true trash” 

and need to be thrown away. Facilities management personnel are now dedicated to picking up 

recyclables across campus. The collected product is delivered to a firm to sort and resell the 

product for reuse. 

New building construction is designed to Leadership in Energy and Environmental 

Design (LEED) standards, including the newly opened Mike and Josie Harper Center for Student 

Life and Learning and the under-construction Ryan Center and D.J. Sokol Arena.  

Although its 245,000 square feet of classrooms, offices and student life services make the  

Harper Center the biggest campus building except for the Creighton University Medical Center, 

Creighton’s latest “green” addition  leaves behind a very small environmental footprint.  

From land clearing and excavation to foundation work, framing and insulation, and even 

the drywall, painting, exterior finishing and roofing phases, the new policies implemented at the 

Harper Center mandate resource efficiency and waste reduction. 

Among the Harper Center’s major features are: 

• glass facades, which maximize use of natural sunlight in addition to adding visual 

appeal 

• the use of natural materials such as wood and stone in the construction, bought 

from suppliers in the region to reduce fuel consumption 



• a heating and cooling system divided into specialized sections, making it possible 

to turn off the air in certain areas of the building 

• occupancy sensors in offices, classrooms and meeting rooms that shut off lights 

and reduce air flow in rooms not in use 

The Harper Center is environmentally conscious down to the smallest details, with 

carpets made from recycled materials, bathroom fixtures designed to reduce water consumption, 

bike racks in the landscape design to encourage bicycling, and even the use of “green” cleaning 

supplies. In fact, the Brew Jay coffee shop offers sustainable/recyclable paper products and Fair-

Trade certified coffee.  

Green cleaning was also implemented across campus in August 2008.  This effort has 

included the replacement of traditional cleaning agents with environmentally friendly 

alternatives and processes that minimize use of water and energy and promote healthy indoor air 

quality. 

Dining Services has eliminated the use of trays, encouraging students to take one plate at 

a time.  Local and regional purchasing is used for dairy, baked goods and seasonal produce. 

Students also pack up unused food from the dining halls and donate it to local homeless shelters 

and food pantries through the Campus Kitchens project. 

Sustainability is also part of the University’s curriculum. Eight classes are offered that 

concern sustainability and others are being developed, including a graduate-level certificate 

program. For the past two years, students who participated in service trips had a chance to 

participate in a sustainability immersion program in the Omaha community. In fact, 

sustainability is one of the pillars of all service trips.  Creighton also hosted the first “Midlands 

Educational Sustainability Forum,” with various schools from the region discussing this topic. 

Students also organized a teach-in on global warming.  

“The spring issue of Creighton University Magazine features additional greening 

elements in its production,” said Rick Davis, assistant director of publications.  Designated 

‘recycled and recyclable’ and ‘printed with soy ink,’ the magazine will now include the Forest 

Stewardship Council logo.  Carrying this label certifies that the product comes from forests that 

are managed to meet the social, economic and ecological needs of present and future generations.    

To gain additional campus input and insight, the University presented Sustainability 

Navigator, sponsored by Johnson Control.  Participants felt that energy conservation, 



communication about sustainability initiatives and reduction of vehicle transportation were 

important activities and this input was included in strategic planning for the University. 

Bicycling on campus and use of rideshare and carpooling programs are also being 

encouraged.  Other efforts are also reducing the University’s carbon foot print. For example, 

Public Safety is using smaller, more efficient SUVs for patrolling. along with a greater use of 

bicycles. 

A partnership with the local power company to develop a large solar collection site is 

under way, with review of building options and exploration of grant funding in process.  
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