
CttiLJG'HTON MEMORIAL ST. JOSEPH HOSPITAL 
« "* m e d i c a l , l i b r a r y

O f f  i c i a 1 P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  N e b r a s k a  H o s p i t a l  A s s e m b l y

Hospital HetoS
Editor: FRANCIS J. B A T H  - C r e ijk  on Memorial St. Josepks Hospital, Omaka

VOLUME X JUNE - 195# NUMBER III

NEBRASKA HOSPITAL FOLKS HEAR VARIETY OF TOPICS AS INSTITUTES ARE RESUMED

Health and Hospital field leaders teamed with federal and civil government 
officials to carry the gosoel of nursing, administrative and medical operational ef
ficiency to superintendents and trustees of rural Nebraska institutions in a series 
->f one-day institutes, May 15-18, sponsored by the Npbraska Hospital Association.

An average attendance of forty persons, including sponsors of proposed new 
health facilities in a number of communities, evidenced the concern of Nebraskans in 
the* many problems which constantly arise in their hospitals, and their desire to seek 
counsel of their fellow-workers in the health field for solution of their troubles.

The institutes marked the resumption of sectional meeting programs instituted 
a decade ago, which were interrupted by war-time travel restrictions. The interest 
in the 1950 re-birth of the one-day seminars gives assurance of a continuation of the 
project, Dr. Harold C. Lueth, president of the state group, believes, to supplement 
the annual two-day Fall program of the Association and the Spring gathering during 
tfti M-jd-West Hospital Association yearly convention in Kansas City, making it possible 
for representatives of the smaller hospitals to attend one or more sessions each year,

Taking part in the cavalcade were Dr. Lueth; Miss Ann Saunders, Personnel ‘ 
Specialist, American Hospital Association, Chicago; Frank D. Ryder, M.D.,"Director, 
Npbraska Department of Health; Verne A. Pangbom, Director, Division of Hospitals of 
the state Board of Hpalth; district representatives of the Nebraska Blue Cross-Blue 
Shield Plans, and regional hospital and community leaders.

Frederic R. Veeder, administrator of West Npbraska Mpthodist Hospital, Scotts
bluff. presided at the opening session at the Hotel Lincoln, Scottsbluff, on Monday, 
bay 15. Discussions included "The Npbraska'Hospital Licensure Law," Mr# Ppngborn; 
"Hospital and Mpdical Care of the Indigent," Npil C. Vandemoer, Director of Assistance, 
,<noiln; "Fire Prevention and Inspection in Hospitals," Fred 0+,te, Deputy State Fire 
Marshal; "Local Preparedness for Hospital Fires," J, G. Thavenet, Fire Chief, Scotts- 
o?.uff; "Hospital Personnel Programs," Miss Saunders; "The State Health Department and 
the Local Hospital," Dr. Ryder; "Mpdical Staff Organization in the Hospital," Joseph 
Kuncl; M.D., Alliance; "Practical Nurses in the General Hospital," Sister M. Theola, 
Q.S.F., Director, St. Joseph’s School of Nursing, Alliance; "Graduate Nurses in the 
General Hospital," Martina S. Nelson, Director of Nursing, West Npbraska Methodist Hos
pital; "Basic Hospital Accounting," Ray R. Ward, Business Manager, West Nebraska Mptho
dist Hospital; "Blue Cross and Blue Shield," N. R. Long, Field Representative: "The 
Radiologist and the Hospital," C.N. Sorenson, M.D., Scottsbluff, and "The Hospital 
'Trustee," Howard Hall, President, Board of Trustees, West Nebraska Methodist Hospital.

Southwestern Nebraska hospital folks gathered Tuesday at the Hotel Pawnee,
North Platte, where Floyd E. Grady, R.N., Administrator of North Platte Memorial Hospi
tal, served as chairman. L. 0. Vose, Director of Laboratories of the State Department



of Health, and Sister M. Bernard, of St. Mary’s Hospital, North Platte, conducted a 
discussion on "Laboratory and X-Ray Service in the Small Hospital." They were fol
lowed by a presentation on "What Blue Cross-Blue Shield Means to the Small Hospital," 
led by Mrs. Eva Tyler, Administrator of Valentine General Hospital, and Floyd Edwards, 
Blue Cross-Blue Shield enrollment supervisor. Miss Ann R. Saunders spoke on "Person
nel Practice in the Small Hospital" and Sister M. PaSchala, O.P., of St. Catherine of 
Sienna Hospital, McCook, discussed "Purchasing and Stock Control." Mr. Vaughn Ger
main, of the State Fire Marshal* <, office', Lincoln, and Mr. P^ngbom, spoke on "Fire 
Protection in the Small Hospital." All present joined in a spirited general discus
sion at the conclusion of the formal program.

Harold J. Hamilton, Business Manager, Brewster Hospital, Holdrege, presided 
at the conference for southeastern Nebraska institutions, Wednesday, at Clarke Hotel, 
Ha=tings, wherethe program included: "Hospital Departmental Services," Dr. Harold C. 
Lueth, Dean, College of Medicine, University of Nebraska; "Building New Hospitals,"
Mr, P^ngborn; "Staffing the Hospital," Miss E. Deanne Matson, R.N#, Superintendent, 
Thayer County Memorial Hospital, Hebron; "Your Blue Cross and Blue Shield Plans," Mr. 
Floyd C. Edwards, Enrollment Director; "Duties of the Trustee," E.A. Levitt, Chairman, 
Board of Trustees, York General Hospital; "Health Facilities," Dr. Ryder; "Care of 
Indigent Patients,Donald W, Duncan, Business Manager, St. Elizabeth Hospital, Lin
coln; "Fire Safety and Control," G. E. Eckstrand, State Fire Marshal; "The American 
Hospital Association and You," Miss Saunders.

Mayor B. A. McCreary welcomed northeastern Nebraska hospital representatives 
at the final day’s conference, at Hotel Waldorf, Norfolk, at which Eugene J, Saxton, 
Administrator, Dodge County Hospital, Fremont, acted as chairman. Program subjects 
included: "Rural Health," Dr. Ryder; "Nebraska Hospital Licensure," Mr. Pangborn; 
"Affiliation with A.H.A and State Hospital Associations," M^ss Saunders; "Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield Inter-Plan Bank," Mrs. Mildred Bengstop, Public Relations Director; 
"Diagnostic Services in a General Hospital," Dr. Lueth; "The Registered Nurse in the 
Hospital and Community," Miss Lydia Bruggeman, R.N., Dod^ County Hospital, Fremont; 
"Increasing Difficulties of Hospital Operation," Ĵ rnes G. Carr, Jr., Assistant Admin
istrator, University of Nebraska Hospi al, and President, Omaha Area Hospital Council.

FREE CHEST EXAMS Examination of sixteen hundred employes of Northwestern
FOR T.B. IN OMAHA Bell Telephone Company on June 5th was the opening event

of the Omaha-Douglas County Chest X-Ray Survey, a six- 
months campaign to discover incipient tuberculosis cases within the community.

The survey comprises the local phase of the nationwide campaign against the 
dread chest disease, and is sponsored by the Omaha-Douglas County Medical Society in 
cooperation with the Nebraska Tuberculosis Association, the Nebraska Department of 
Health, the Omaha-Douglas County Health Department and the Omaha Area Hospital Coun
cil t A truck equipped with a radiographic unit and generator, staffed by two 
X-Ray technologists, will be shifted to various prominent locations in the down-town 
and neighborhood business districts during the remainder of the year to encourage 
residents of the community to have chest X-Ray pictures taken, without charge. Re
ports of the results of the X-Rays will be sent to the family doctor. The mobile 
unit later will visit all towns within Douglas County to permit rural resi
dents also to participate in the tuberculosis detection program.

NURSE AIDES ENROLL Class rooms of Immanuel Hospital, Omaha, are the setting
FOR SPECIAL COURSE for a special training program for nurse aides represent

ing six Omaha institutions which is being conducted under 
auspices of the trade and industrial division of the Omaha Public Schools. Students 
will receive 64 hours of instruction during the course, which continues from May 15 
to July 15. Mrs. Kathleen Ellis, R.N. is serving as instructor in nursing techniques 
while Miss Martha Artist, supervisor of homemaking education in the city schools, is 
teaching nutrition and home management.



"MONEYLESS TAG DAY" NOVEL ATTENTION COMPELLED ON "NATIONAL HOSPITAL DAY"
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sections of Omaha, Council Bluffs, Lincoln and Fremont during the hours from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. The student nurses, attired in their white uniforms and caps, attracted 
more than passing attention and effectively assisted in focusing attention upon the 
local and national observance of NATIONAL HOSPITAL DAY.

Newspapers and radios joined with Hospital Council speakers in presenting the 
story of their community institutions so that the public might gain a new and clearer 
understanding of the problems of hospitals. The tags were furnished by Nebraska Blue 
Cross-Blue Shield Plans. Camp Fire Girls and Girl Scouts joined in attaching cords 
to the tags as a community service project.

VARIETY HEIGHTENS Three highly interesting programs featured the spring series
COUNCIL INTEREST of meetings of the Omaha area Hospital Council, attracting

record attendances prior to the cessation of the monthly gath-* 
erings at the onset of the summer season.

Safety measures within hospitals were discussed at the April 20th gathering 
at the Hattie B. Munroe Home, Omaha, by members of the Insurance and Safety Committee. 
Mechanical dangers in plant operation were emphasized by Eugene J. Saxton, adminis
trator of Dodge County Hospital, Fremontj fire prevention measures were outlined by 
Reuben B. Saxon, Operating Superintendent of University Hospital, Omaha, and dangers 
which confront employes in the ordinary course of their duties were reviewed by 
Francis J. Bath, Business Manager, St. Joseph’s Hospital, Omaha.

Members of the Council were guests at a luncheon, May 11, at Bryan Memorial 
Hospital, Lincoln, with administrator E. C. McDade as host. A tour of the addition 
to the institution disclosed the splendid new facilities which have climaxed the 
construction and renovation program.

Hal G. Perrin, administrator of Bishop Clarkson Hospital, Omaha, enlightened 
and entertained Council members with detailed results of a recently completed "guinea 
pig" survey among 300 discharged patients of his institution, at the June meeting 
at Lutheran Hospital, Omaha. Mr. Perrin’s survey was one of seven such experimental 
studies made under direct on of the Council on Administrative Practices of the Ameri
can Hospital Association, of which he is * member. Much valuable information was 
garnered from the patients, and all intitutions stand to benefit by such opinion 
polls, he stated. Miss Lillian Amgwert, superintendent of Lutheran Hospital, conduc
ted her guests on a tour of the new dietary and administrative facilities made 
available through her recently completed addition.



MEDICAL SCHOOLS AWARD Nebraska’s two universities which conduct shcools of
DEGREES TO 277 GRADS medicine and nursing awarded degrees to 277 candidates

in these subjects at 1950 spring commencement exercises.

Creighton University led in the number of diplomas awarded, 63 candidates 
receiving doctor of medicine degrees from the School of Medicine while degrees in 
nursing went to 45 graduates, including one male student, of the St. Joseph Hosoital 
School of Nursing and to 3& graduates of St. Catherine's School of Nursing.

Ninety oercent of the class of 76 seniors who earned doctor of medicine de
grees at the University of Nebraska College of Medicine were World War II veterans, 
the largest group of ex-service men to graduate en masse at the Omaha medical unit. 
Twenty-one of the class also recevied Bachelor of Science in Medicine degrees. Oddly 
enough, two Richard Johnsons, both Nebraskans, were among the graduates, one being a 
resident of Omaha and the other a native of Kearney. Twenty-two graduates received 
R„ N, degrees and ten Bachelor of Schience in Nursing awards; four graduates w0n de
grees of Bachelor of Science in Medical Technology and four were given radiological 
technology certificates.

Dr. Werner H^mstead, 90, of St. Paul, Minn., first president of the College 
of Medicine alumni association, was presented, in absentia, with a special citation 
cf appreciation. A graduate of the old Omaha Medical College, forerunner of the 
present college of medicine, in 1882, Dr. Hemstead had practiced medicine for 64 
years at Fergus Falls and Red Cloud, Minn, orior to his retirement in 1947.

A class of 28 graduates of the Immanuel Hospital School of Nursing, Omaha, 
was awarded certificates at the 1950 commencement exercises, on National Hospital Day,

Two Nebraskans, Miss Mary Alice Bennett, of Falls City, and Miss Mary Halbert, 
of Salem, were members of the Golden Anniversary graduating class of the St. Anthony 
Murdoch Memorial Hospital School of Nursing, Sabetha, K„ns. The nine students who 
comprised the Freshman Class at St. Anthony’g three years ago all were members of the 
1950 group of graduates from the school, which was established 50 years ago.

TO-YEAR-OLD STATE’S The birth of a healthy six pound eight ounce son to a
’YOUNGEST MOTHER" ten-year-old girl on June 21 in an Omaha hospital apparent

ly has ranked her as the "youngest mother" ever recorded 
5r. the Department of Vital Statistics of the Nebraska Department of Health. Several 
Mood transfusions had fortified the child-mother for the birth of her full-term, 
average-size infant. Youngest mother previously recorded was an 11-year-old girl who 
gave birth to a child in 1935.

’■LIGHTS ON" DRIVE Omaha’s novel "Lights On" campaign on May 3 more than
M T S  $>53*000 FUND doubled the returns of any previous effort of the Douglas

County Cancer Drive, with approximately $53,000 in cash 
donations reported by Frank P. Fogarty, chairman of the 1950 fund solicitation. It 
was the first time in history that the county',, goal, this year $32,000, had been met* 
The 1949 drive netted $22,191, Mrs. Thomas L. Houlton, Nebraska representative of the 
American Cancer Society, reports.

The "Lights On" campaign was a one-hour concentrated effort, conducted by 
more than 4000 workers, from 8 to 9 o'clock, May 3rd. On that evening, workers 
fine-combed the entire city area to pick up contributions from Omahans who had been 
requested through a comprehensive publicity campaign to leave the front door light 
burn during the appointed hour if they wished to make a cash gift to the Cancer Fund. 
The results of the drive far exceeded even the fondest hopes of officials in charge, 
and undoubtedly established a pattern for future campaigns of the organization. A 
workshop "trouble light" extension cord beckoned workers to the home of one South 
Omaha family whose daughter recently had suffered a leg amputation due to cancer.
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EXCEPTIONAL PROGRAM Roy R. Anderson, Assistant Superintendent, Presbyterian
FEATURES "MID-^WEST"; Hospital, Denver, assumed office as president of the
2 NEBRASKANS HONORED Mid-West Hospital Association at the twenty-second annual

convention of the organization, April 12-14, at Municipal 
Auditorium, Kansas City, Mo* Charles B. Newell, Administrator of the University of 
Kansas Medical Center, Kansas City, K^ns., surrendered the gavel at induction cere
monies which featured the banquet program.

Chosen to serve as P^sident-elect during the ensuing year was Kenneth G. 
Wallace, Business Administrator, University of Oklahoma Hospitals, Oklahoma City,
O^la. He will succeed to the presidency at the April, 1951, convention. Rev. B. 0. 
Lyle, Superintendent, Nebraska Methodist Hospital, Omaha, was honored in being se
lected as 1st Vice President in the annual balloting and Sister Olive Cullenburg,
Adi Inistrator of Immanuel Hospital, O^aha, was elected as Nebraska*s representative 
on the Board of Trustees, for a three-year term.
'h r ' ' 1 ’ ' _ ?t. . * % , . . ' ’• ' f •

Second Vice-president is Marvin Altman, Administrator of Sparks Memorial 
Hospital, Fort Smith, Ark. R. L. Loy, Business Manager, MPrcy Hospital, Oklahoma 
City, Okla. was re-elected treasurer and Mrs. Anne Walker, was reappointed Executive 
Secretary. Other newly elected trustees, all for thr-e terms, include: R.C. Warren, 
Administrator, Davis Hospital, Pine Bluff, Ark.; James P. Dixon, M.D., Director, Den
ver Bureau of Health and Hospitals, Denver, Colo.; Armour H. Evans, D.D., Superinten
dent, Wesley Hospital, Wichita, Kans.; C-jarence E. Copeland, Superintendent, Missouri- 
Baptist Hospital, St. L0uis; Earl Benson, Administrator, General Hospital, M^ckogee, 
0*-Ia3, and Earl S. Ireland, Administrator, Memorial Hospital, Sheridan, Wyo.

President Anderson, in cooperation with the presidents of the respective state 
associations within the Mid-West group, has appointed the following as members of the 
Executive Board:

Kenneth Wallace, president-elect; Charles B. Newell, immediate past president; 
Moody Moore, Director, Division of Hospitals, Arkansas Board of Health, Little Rock; 
Dr* James P. Dixon, Denver; Edward A. Thomson, Business Manager, St. Joseph Hospital, 
Sc.: Joseph, Mo.; Francis J. Bath, Business Manager, Creighton Memorial St. Joseph's 
Hospital, Omaha; J. P# Cox, Administrator, Oklahoma Baptist Hospital, Muskogee; Earl 
S, Ireland, Sheridan, Wyo.; John R. Smiley, Superintendent, St. Luke’s Hospital, Kan
sas City, Mo. and R. L. L0y, Oklahoma City.

EXHIBITS COMMITTEE: Clarence E. Copeland, Chairman, St. Louis; Homer Reid, 
Mp.norah Hospital, Kansas City, Mo.; Francis J. Bath, Omaha.

PUBLICITY: Mplvin H. Dunn, Asst. Supt., St. Luke's H0spital, Kansas City, Mo.
LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS: Homer Reid, Chairman, Kansas City, M0<

MID-WEST PROGRAM "GEMS”

"My first reaction on my recent return from Europe was to fall down and 
kiss the earth. Send every American out of this country every five years and 
upon his return, he will thank God for America."

"Many hospital people, when they reach Heaven, will just want to sit
down and take a good restl"

- Rev. James Keller, Director, The Christophers

"Labor believes that voluntary health plans alone cannot meet the needs 
of the average American worker - some form of government assistance is necessary."

- Harry Becker, Director, UAW-CIO Social Security.

"The Road to Success is Crowded With Women - Pushing the Men on Ahead!"
- Dr. Kenneth McFarland, Topeka, Supt. of Schools.
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"HERE - - - OGALLALA - Residents of this sandhills community have responded

AND THERE - - most enthusiastically to the appeal for funds for
the erection of the proposed thirty-bed hospital to 

serve the residents of Keith County, over-subscribing the $200,000 objective of the 
drive by eleven percent. Estimated cost of the structure is $335,000, part of which 
will be matched with Federal Funds. Approximately 900 persons in Kptih and Arthur 
counties, and parts of Perkins, Garden and Deuel counties, which will share the serv
ices of the new hospital, joined in contribution the $222,920 given in the campaign.

GRAND ISLAND - Construction work on the new addition TO ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL nears 
the half-way mark as concrete is poured for the third story, and the 

brick-layers quickly follow the upward progress, Sister H. M<=chtildis, O.S.F., R.N., 
Administrator, reports. Cornerstone lading ceremonies were conducted June 7th, with 
Most Rev, Edward J, Hunkeler, D.D., Bishop of Grand Island, officiating at quiet 
ceremonies. The School of Nursing building will provide facilities for 100 students 
and technicians, while withdrawal of the students from the hospital building proper 
will result in the addition of 65 beds for patients, increasing the hospital'q total 
capacity to 215.

In the hospital proper, remodeling work will include removal of the central 
stairway all the way to the fourth floor. Lobby space on the first floor will be 
expanded and room also will be provided for a new centeral supply service. The work 
a..so vi|l include remodeling of the doctors’ lounge and library, which will be com
bined into one unit.

OMAHA - NEBRASKA METHODIST HOSPITAL on May 28th celebrated the sixty-ninth anniver
sary of its establishment, in 1891, at 419 South 20th Street, in an area now 

entirely commercialized. The institution moved to its present location in the central 
noith seqtion of the city in 1908, where it since has been enlarged in eight expansion 
projects, the latest being completion of a new entrance, lobby and chapel, in 1949* 
Rev. B. Q. Lyle is superintendept of the 200-bed hospital.

FREMONT - The tenth anniversary of DODGE COUNTY COMMUNITY HOSPITAL was observed with 
a reception and program on the institution's spacious lawn, May 22nd. A 

review of the accomplishments of the hospital over the past 10 years was given by Dr. 
A. 0. Fassep, senior member of the Medical Staff, and members of the Board of Trustees 
outlined plans for future progress. Three hospital staff* members were honored with 
10-year gold service pins, in recognition of uninterrupted service since the opening 
of the hospital, ip 1940. Refreshments and a social hour followed the ceremonies.

ALBION r Twenty-five of Boone County',, youngest citizens have made their appearance 
in the Mqtepnity Department of BOONE COUNTY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL since opening 

of the institution op March 1st, attesting the popularity of this fine new 20-bed 
facility among the younger generation, according to Miss Betty Welin, R.N., Superin
tendent* Graduate purses on the staff include Mrs, Mary 0. P-tttengar, Miss Margaret 
Header, Mrs. Viola Parker and Mrs. Ruth Mullen. They are assisted by Mrs. Auda Bolin, 
Miss Beverl’1 Bartels, Mrs, Mary Marshall and Kiss Mildred Plumb, nurse aides, Members 
of the Medical Staff includes Drs. J, E. Davis, Donald Dickson, J.WtB. Smith and H^nry 
Sydow, Albion: John Hnrger and Harry Henderson, St. Edward; E. W, Carlson, Newman 
Grove; W. W. Graham, Elgin; U. S, Harrison, Neligh; M. M. Sullivan', and A v E. Mutz, 
Spalding. Dentists of Albion and surrounding towns also are finding the hospital
most helpful in paring for their more difficult cases*f ; k • 5 . t* .. i •
OMAHA - A wire recorder, the gift of one of the Medical Staff Doctors,. is a recent

addition to the Medical Records Library of ST. CATHEPIKE'S HOSPITAL, much to 
the delight of Sister Mary Eugene, R.S.M., record librarian. Physicians and surgeons 
now dictate their reports on the recorder at their convenience and the Record Room 
staff transpribes the dication at will, contributing much to increased efficiency 
in the office.
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OMAHA - Shoe cobblers in the vicinity of Creighton Memorial St. Joseph**, Hospital vdll 

experience a decided slump in half-sole business, and the professional and 
administrative personnel m i l  reduce corridor mileage to a restful minimum when the 
new pneumatic tube system being installed in the institution is placed into service 
on July 1st. The twenty-ton blower will transport medical histories, patient charge 
forms, departmental requisitions and Stores Department orders, at the rate of 30 feet 
>er second through the system*s 5,500 feet of four-inch tubing, Sister M_ Crescentia, 
O^S.F., R.N. delightedly reports. Special interior rubber cushioning also will 
permit the transportation of tissue specimens from Surgery and other specimens from 
patient service floors to the Pathological Laboratory, and small itmes of medicine, 
without danger of bottle breakage. Longest single run in the system vdll be to the new 
0ur Lady of Victory addition, now under construction, 450 feet from the central desk.

Another project scheduled for July 1st completion is the new Gift and Snack 
hop, which vdll provide an expand'd gift section and soda fountain and light lunch 

facilities which will be open to guests, visitors, hospital personnel and members of 
the medical staff. The Snack Shop vdll have seating for 30 patrons. A new cafeteria 
installation for employes and the interne staff also vdll have a July opening, Sister 
Crescentia believes.

DM AHA - Installation of air-conditioning equipment in the surgical suite and the
Delivery Rooms and newborn nursery is under way at IMMANUEL HOSPITAL, Sister 

Olive Culleriburg, R.N., discloses.
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TE KNOW . WILLIAM NUTZMAN, assistant superintendent of Kearney
State Tuberculosis Hospital, has been anmed head of 

ut on by the State Board of Control. He succeeds Dr, Charles Caul, who 
up the practice of medicine in Wyoming.

AMES G. CARR, JR., assistant superintendent of University Hospital, Omaha, 
resident of Nebraska Hospital Association, has been anmed state chairman

EDERICK J. WEARNE, M.D. retired May 1 from the practice of medicine in 
re he had followed his profession for 52 years. Dr. Wearne is one of the 
ing graduates of Creighton University School of Medicine, having graduated 

served his interne-ship at St. JpSeph1*, Hospital and had been a memberH

UAINE JOHNSON, administrative resident at Bishop Clarkson Hospital, Omaha, 
st year, left June 15 for Salt Lake City, Utah, to become assistant ad- 
r of W H. Groves Latter Day Saints Hospital. Duaine is quite thrilled with 
sition, as it takes him back to his home city and his family after an 
eight years. THE BEST OF LUCK, YOUNG FELLER*

Deathshas made further inroads into the ranks of Nebraska medical practi- 
ummoning five Omaha physicians and another from Lincoln, during the past 

DR. JOHN G. CHALOUPKA, *22, Creighton University School of Medicine, 
nly of a heart attack at his home on April 4. He had practiced in South 

his graduation. On April 13, the Grim Reaper took DR. CHARLES 0. RICH, 
ng physician in Omaha since 1899. A member of the faculty of the Univer- 
braska College of Medicine, he was associate professor Emeritus, in sur- 
e time of his death. He also had served for many years as secretary of 

staff at Clarkson Hospital. JAMES B. ANDERSON, *10 Creighton graduate, 
cticed in Lincoln since 1927, died May 3 in Memphis, Tenn.:r a
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DR. L. L. ARNSTEN, instructor of surger^ at Creighton University School of 

Medicine, and member of the staff of St. Joseph'*,, Children'e Memorial, Immanuel, 
Lutheran and Clarkson hospitals, passed away May 14, following an extended illness.
He was a graduate of Northwestern University Medical College. DR. A. DAVID CLOYD, SR. 
expired May 16 after an illness of a year at the age of 90 years. He had served as 
medical director of the Woodmen of the World for 48 years, and was the father of Dr.
A. David Clyd, Jr., also an Omaha physician. Also summoned by death was HERBEFT E. 
KING, D.D.S., Dean of the Creighton University School of Dentistry, on May 11, of a 
heart attack. He had been a member of the Creighton faculty for 37 years and dean 
since 1945, after having graduated from the Creighton Dental School in 1905.

DR. JAMES A. McGUIRE, *40 graduate, died April 22 in Denver, just a week 
after he had returned to O^aha to take part in the annual Spring Post-Graduate 
Assembly as a speaker at the St. Catherine'q Hospital sectional meeting program.

NUN'S DIAMOND JUBILEE The Sisters of Saint Francis Seraph of the Perpetual
Adoration who conduct five hospitals in Nebraska joined 

in festivities on June 6th, commemorcting the 75th anniversary of the arrival of the 
first group of six members of their community in the United States, on June 6, 1875. 
Archbishop Gerald T. Bergan, D.D. pontificated at low Mass at St. Joseph's Hospital, 
Omaha, in quiet private ceremonies honoring the memorable event. Jubilee Masses also 
were celebrated at St. Elizabeth HQspital, Lincoln; St. Mary's, Columbus; St. Francis, 
Grand Island and Good Samaritan Hospital, Kearney, Principal celebrations of the 
occasion were held at St. Joseph Convent, Denver, the western province Motherhouse, 
and St. Francis Convent, Mishawaka, Ind., eastern province Motherhouse.

SURVEY IS REVEALING The importance of Omaha, with its two Class A medical
schools and its ten general hospitals, as an outstanding 

medical center in the midwest was emphasized by the summary of statistics compiled 
in the 1950 survey of the Omaha Area Hospital Council, by a committee under direction 
of Miss Freda Dieterichs, R.N., Director of Hattie B. Munroe Home, O^aha.

The survey, highlights of which were presented before the Public Health Com
mittee of the Omaha Chamber of Commerce on May 23 by Francis J. Bath, Busihess Manager 
cf St. Joseph'q Hospital, Omaha, discloses facilities for the care of 2,414 patients 
in Douglas County, plus 155 beds in allied institutions. Omaha's 10 general hospitals 
have a valuation of $10,961,850 and combined total operating costs of $6,601,250, of 
which $3,511,500 was spent for the salaries of 2,457 employes. The hospitals cared 
lor 60,587 patients in 1949, giving 583,293 days of patient care and 48,049 days of 
newborn service to the 7,473 babies born with the hospitals during the year. More 
than 50$ of all patients entering Omaha's hospitals, were from out of the city.

BLUE CROSS-SHIELD More than $196,000 was paid hospitals and doctors during May .
BENEFITS HIT PEAK for services rendered members of the NEBRASKA BLUE CROSS-BLUE .

SHIELD PLANS, the monthly report of Director J. H. Pfeiffer 
indicates. BLUE CROSS payments for care to 2,281 members totaled $114,294 while the 
2,727 BLUE SHIELD members received $82,185 in services. Combined dues and fees dur
ing Mny reached $301,450; BLUE CROSS membership at the end of the month was 167,066 
and BLUE SHIELD, 128,570. The community group enrollment pattern established April 
12 in Cherry County, following a meeting with eleven community groups in Valentine, 
will be used Nor further rural membership campaigns. Also present were members of 
the medical profession, Blue Cross representatives and Mrs. Eva Tyler, superintendent 
of VALENTINE HOSPITAL, who had contributed great effort to the success of the project.

"NHNETTS WANT ADS" - FOR SaLE: Four Gatch-type hospital beds. Mrs. Silas Ash, Sargent. 
POSITION WANTED: Assistantship in large teaching hospital or administrator in 
smaller community hospital. B.S. in Commerce, MS hospital adm. Male, 47. NHNEWS.

"WORKERS TODAY REGARD SECURITY LIKE OUR FOREFATHERS DID THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM" 
CREIGHTON MEMORIAL ST, JO SEPH  HOSPITAL • ~  H ar^  Becker> UAW-CIO.
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EMPLOYMENT OF EXECUTIVE SECRETARY FOR STATE ORGANIZATION PROPOSED AT 
FaLL MEETING —  LIBRARIANS, DIETITIANS JOIN IN INTEI NESTING SESSIONS

Ikying the groundwork for an expanded program of activities as well as 
of service to component institutions, members of the Nebraska Hospital Association 
lave voted approval of a proposal to engage an executive secretary, to devote full 
or part time as the needs may be, in the development of plans for the betterment of 
ospitals generally within the state.

The action authorizing the appointment of a committee to investigate the 
feasibility of procuring such a paid worker by the Nebraska Hospital Association was 
taken during the business session of the annual two-day conference, Thursday and 
Friday, November 16 and 17, at Hotel Cornhusker, Lincoln, which drew an attendance 
of approximately 165 workers interested in public health. President Harold C, Lueth 
promptly named Hal G, Perrin, Rev, Bo, 0, Lyle, Francis J. Bath and Thomas C,
, icGinty as a group to confer with the Executive Board on the subject, after,; members 
hac vested the Committee with power to act if such were deemed advisable* The se
lection of a candidate,would be subject to a mail vote of the membership.

after confirming the advancement of Eugene J. Saxton,- administrator of 
DODGE COUNTY COi&tiNITY HOSPITAL, FREMONT, to head the organization .during the com
ing jrear, the assembly chose Carnes G. Car , yr., assistant administrator, University 
of Nebraska Hospital, Omaha, as Pr sident-Electj P;aul G. Finnman, Business Manager, 
Immanuel Hospital, Omaha as Secretary and Sister Mary iVevin, M#S.K*,R*N,^ Director 
of the ochool of Nu-sing,,St. Catherine’s Hospital, Omaha, as Treasurer. Rev. B, 0, 
Lyle, Superintendent, Nebraska Net 1odist Hospital, Omaha, war; elected as a member of 
■She Executive Board., succeeding Miss Lillian Mmgwert, R.N., Superintendent,-Lutheran 
Hospital, Omaha. He will serve with hold-over members of the Board, including Ven, 
Sister M, Mechtildis, 0,S.F.,R,N., Administrator, St, Francis Hospital, Grand Island; 
Hal G. Perrin, Administrator, Bishop Clarkson Memorial Hospital, Omaha and Frederic 
Feeder, Superintendent, West Nebraska Methodist Hospital,.. Scottsbluff. .

Harold J. Hamilton, Business Manager, Brewster Hospital, Holdregu, and 
Francis J. Bath, Business Manager, Creighton Memorial St. Joseah’s Hospital, Omaha, 
were confirmed as Delegate and Alternate to the. House 01 Deleg tes of the American 
Hospital Association, for the 1951 convention at St. Louis, Septenber 17-20*

In expressing their wishes for the guidance of the officers in plans for 
future meetings, the membership voted unanimously in favor of the one-and-a-half day 
session, such as has characterized the past two annual conferences. They further 
favored presentation of short papers, followed by round-table discussions; the noon 
"uncheon1 on the first day, with discussion on a hospital or related sub ject, and a 
diversional program for the evening banquet.

Topics discussed during the 1950 conference centered around the problems 
posed by the impending threat of World War III and by the upset economic situation 
resulting from unbalanced world conditions, speakers directed their presentations



toward possible solutions of staff and personnel shortages; the provision of adequate 
supplies and equipment, civil defense measures, hospital financing and blood supplies. 
Fire prevention and the fighting of fires in hospitals were emphasized through demon
strations of fire fighting equipment by representatives of the Omaha Fire Department,

Robert M# Cunningham, Managing Editor of MODERN HOSPITAL^ outlined publi 
relations problems of hospitals under current conditions, at the noon luncheon program 
on Thursday, and also entertained a highly appreciative audience with interesting an- 
cdotes of his European tour last summer during which he visited many hospitals on the 
.ontinent, at the banquet program Thursday evening. Sharing the spotlight on the 
evening program was Chancellor Carl C# Bracy, Nebraska Wesleyan University, Lincoln,
;ho thrilled his listeners with an inspiring and stirring challenge, entitled 
'‘Credo for Americans."

Miss Margaret Hill, manager of the Interplan Service Benefit Bank of the 
Blue Cross Commission, Chicago, reported that more than 4,200 hospitals now are pro- 
aiding BLUE CROSS members with their own certificate benefits, regardless of where 
Bhey may be hospitalized, under a program in which 82%. of the Plans, covering 80% of 
all Blue Cross members, are participating. Since the Nebraska Blue Cross Plan join
ed the Interslan Bank on'January 1, 1950, the Bank has paid fel,600 to hospitals in 
bhe state for services rendered to 1,371 eatients who are members of Plans in other 
states. Slightly more than one-half as many Nebraskans, 710 in number, enjoyed their 
home plan benefits during hospitalization in other states in the same period.

Miss Hill, a native of Superior, Nebr., took advantage of her speaking en 
gagement in her home state to visit her parents for several days prior to the meeting,

Richard C. Wiebe, Hospital Relations Representative of NEBRASKA BLUE CROS 
BLUE SHIELD PLANS3 outlined the good public relations value of promptness upon the par 
of hospitals in forwarding admission notices to BLUE CROSS headauareters, thus speedin 
the processing of claims and the completion of payment foh benefits due members. J.H, 
Pfeiffer, Executive Director of the allied Plans, reported that BLUE CROSS now has 10 
different membership agreements and BLUE SHIELD has 6 kinds of contracts. He reported 
that the Ford Motor Company was the first organizations in Nebraska to cover employes 
with the national service agreement, with a $7.00 per day room allowance contract, ex
ecuted through Health Service, Inc,, the national BLUE CROSS-SHIELD enrollment agency,

* • Members of the Nebraska Hospital Association expressed the desire to hold
again an informal breakfast-meeting during the Mid-West Hospital Association spring 
conference, next April, in -Kansas City, Mo,.

DIETITIANS ELECT Miss Alice M, Folda, head dietitian at the University of
Nebraska Hospital, Omaha, was advanced to the office as 

President of the NRBRASKA DIETETIC ASSOCIATION, at the semi-annual meeting of the 
organization held concurrently with that of the NEBRASKA HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION, Novem
ber 16, in Lincoln, Chosen as President-Elect was Dr, Doretta -Schlaphoff, Chairman 
of the Home Economics Department, University of Nebraska, Lincoln. New Vice-President 
is Mrs. Virginia Tompkins, of Lincoln; Secretary, Miss Marian Keller, Mutual Benefit 
Cafeterias, Omaha; Treasurer, Miss Jane Hildebrandt, St, Francis Hospital, Grand Is
land. Elected as Delegate to the national convention in Cleveland, 0, next year was 
Miss Lucille Backemeyer, Residence Halls, University of Nebraska, Lincoln. Miss Ruth 
Johnson, of Lincoln General Hospital, Lincoln, continues as Editor of the group’s 
publication, "The Nebraska Dietitian."

During their session, the dietitians heard a discussion on "What is 
Nebraska’s Role in the White House Conference for Children?", by Mrs. Fern H, Orme, 
itate chairman of the Nebraska Council for Children and Youth, and a talk by Mrs, 
Winifred Ericson, Treasurer, A.D.A,, St, Paul, Minn, as well as reports on the 1950 
national convention by Miss Backemeyer, and Miss Anna Smrkha, of Washington, D,C. Tie 
dietitians will hold their annual spring meeting, March 9 and 10, in Lincoln, in con
nection with the state session of the Nebraska Home Economics Association,



MSGR. MULROY WARNS Sounding a warning that the results of the recent national
AGAINST COMPULSORY elections should not lull hospital administrators into a
FEDERAL HEALTH AID false state of complacence regarding the threat of c com

pulsory governmental health program, Right Rev. John Mulroy, 
of Denver, President of the Catholic Hospital Association of the United. States and 
Canada, told Sisters from Nebraska’s twenty Catholic hospitals that the pressure and 
trend is here to stay until the problem of the high cost of health care has been 
solved satisfactorily.

Msgr. Mulroy was the principal speaker at the second annual meeting of 
the Nebraska Conference of the Catholic Hospital Association, which convened Friday 
afternoon, November 17, in the auditorium of the School of Nursing at St, Elizabeth 
Hospital, Lincoln, following adjournment of the Nebraska Hospital Association’s two- 
day session. The speaker urged hospitals and their associations to redouble their 
efforts to provude a solution for meeting the costs of health care, including medical, 
hospital, nursing and the allied specialties, X-Ray, pathology and anesthesia. Msgr. 
Mulroy warned the Sisters that what is not accomplished by way of voluntary effort 
will be done by the government either by a system of social insurance, or even by 
direct taxation. ”If our voluntary plans fail, then government health program will 
prevail,” the speaker declared.

He also urged hospital administrators to bring their employes under the 
revised national Social Security program, which becomes effective January 1, 1951/ 
for non-profit institutions, and also to seek help through the Hill-Burton Act for 
"he expansion of present health facilities in a community, or the provision of new 
centers to meet public health needs. Msgr. Mulroy advocated publication of financial 
reports as 'part of the hospital-’s public relations program within the community.

Also on the program were the Right Rev. Msgr, Maurice W, Helmann, Editor 
of the Southern Nebraska Register and Diocesan Director of Hospitals-, Lincoln, and. Mr 
•Sam C. Zimmernfin, Legal Counsel, St, Elizabeth Hospital, who told the Sisters that it 
is mandatory that hospitals give their employes the advantages to be gained through 
their inclusion under the provisions of the expanded Social Security Act of 1950, if 
the institutions are to retain valued workers who are justifiably entitled to Social 
Security benefits in return for ldyal service to their employers. Rev. Gerald H, 
FitzGibbon, S,J#> Regent, The Creighton. University.School of.Nursing, Omaha, spoke on 
the need for spiritual solace and assistance for the s ick and urged the Sisters to de
velop an unceasing program of religious effort for their patients not-only through the 
Sisters but nurses, internes and other personnel as well.

Sister M. Crescentia, O.S,F#^R,N.,F,A.C.H9A.y .Administrator, Creighton 
Memorial St, Joseph’s Hospital, Omaha, was reelected President of the Nebraska Confer
ence for the ensuing, year. Sister Mary Barbara, 0.P, ,R.N#, St,.. Catherine of Sienna 
Hospital, McCook, was chosen Vice-President and Sister Mary Kevin., R.S.M,,R,N.^ Direc
tor, St* Catherine!s School of Nursing, Omaha, Second Vice-President. Sister Mary 
Antonette, 0,S#F.,R*N*, of St* Joseph’s Hospital, Omaha, was named Secretary-treasure- 
'The Sisters Superior of each of the 20 Catholic Hospitals in Nebraska comprise the 
Board of Directors, The 1951 meeting will be held in Omaha, next November,
MEDICAL LIBRARIANS A new affiliated state group, the Nebraska Association of
ORGANIZE STATE BODY Medical Record Librarians, is an outgrowth of the meeting

of hospital librarians, held in connection with the Nebraska 
Hospital Association conference, November 16-17, in Lincoln. 

SisterM, Paphunitiana, 0*S,F,>R.R,L., of 3t, Elizabeth Hospital, Lincoln, was elect
ed President of the new organization and Sister M, Rosita, 0*S#F,,R;R*L,, Creighton 
Memorial St, Joseph’s Hospital, Omaha, was chosen President-elect. Miss Marjorie 
Roscoe, R*R,L. 9 Children’s Hospital, Omaha, is Secretary and Miss Eunice Munn, R.R.L., 
Bryan Memorial Hospital, Lincoln, Treasurer. The organizational meeting was called 
to order by Miss Mary Converse, R.R.L.p University Hospital, Omaha and Mrs, Doreen 
Holliday, St. Joseph’s Hospital, Omaha, served as temporary chairman.
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A.H.A. WILL CONTINUE Despite the action of the American College of Surgeons at
APPROVAL EFFORTSj NSW its November meeting, to continue, temporarily at least,
FEES EFFECTIVE JAN, 1 the hospital standardization program which the organiza

tion earlier had offered to relinquish to the American 
Hospital Association, officers of the latter group are continuing consultations with 
representatives of other professional bodies concerned with the problem of .hospital 
ipproval in an effort to arrive at a satisfactory solution of the question. Resolu
tions authorizing the Association to carry on the-standardization program were adopt
ed by the House of Delegates at the 52nd annual convention, in September, which at 
ihe same time voted for a substantial increase in membership dues, to finance the 
eroadened program,

In accordance with the new fee shcedule thus adopted, member hospitals 
rill be billed at the increased figure on January 1st to cover 1951 Hues* Decreases 
dll be noted in billings to hospitals of under 50 beds in size, the reductions rang
ing downward to $45 a year for 25 beds or under and $57 for 40-bed hospitals, both of 
'hich previously had paid $60 per year as dues. Increases, however, on hospitals of 
0 beds or more will range sharply upward, beginning with an advance from 060 to $76 
\n the starting bracket of 50-bed units. Maximum dues for the larger institutions or 
50 beds or more will be doubled, advancing from $300 to $600 per year, when patient 
.ccupancy runs 85$, or better. Personal dues for members affiliated with member 
institutions will rise from $5 to. 07.50 a year.

The midyear Conference of Presidents and Secretaries of State, Regional 
nd Provincial Hospital Associations will be held February 9-10 at the Drake Hotel, 
hioago, for the discussion of legislative and association activities, and to provide 
:-r exchange of experience and‘ideas among hospital association officers.

A total of twenty 2-day and 5-day institutes on 13 different subjects 
ill be conducted by the American Hospital Association during 1951, with the opening 
ive-day conference scheduled on MEDICAL RECORD LIBRARIES at the Hotel Knickerbocker, 
hieago, January 22-26. Cooperating in this Institute will be the American Associa- 
ion of Medical Record Librarians, the Chicago Medical Record Librarians and Illinois 
ospital Association. The series of lectures will consider the use and practice of 
■tandard nomenclature, and its correlation with anatomy. The 1951 convention will be 
aid at St, Louis, Mo,, Sentember 17 to 20. . . .
LAN NEW FEATURES Several innovations are.in store for Nebraskans who attend
T 1951 "MID-WESTn the twenty-third annual meeting of the Mid-West Hospital As

sociation, April 11-13, 1951 in Kansas City, Mo., President 
by R. Anderson, of Denver, revealed during his visit at the state meeting in Lincoln.

Most noticeable change, Mr, Anderson stated, m i l  be the adoption of a. 
ew schedule of hours during which the commercial exhibits of the convention will be 
Pen, and in the time allotted daily for the program sessions of the three-day meet- 
:g. Adopting the method which has proved so successful in several of the larger 
?gional hospital conventions and at the national convnetion of the Catholic Hospital 
j-sociation, with the hearty approval of members of the Hospital Industries Associa
tion, program sessions will be held from 9 to 11 a.m, and 2 to 4 p.m,. with exhibits 
;on during the interim, that is, from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. only. The registration 
esk will be located in the outer entrance foyer, and admission to the exhibits floor 
ill be by registration badge only.

The Convention Planning Committee consists of President Roy R. Anderson; 
r• 3ident-Sicct Kenneth Wallace'; Immediate Past-President Charles B, Newell, and R,L. 
yy, treasurer.. The program will follow the wishes of 172 hospitals which answered 
ne recent.questionnaire, requesting general sessions with ample discussion periods, 
ab. several sectional meetings. A two-day Institute on Personnel Relations will be 
inducted, April 9-10, at the Hotel President, through cooperation of the A.H.A.
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NSW PRESIDENT FINDS The Very Rev. Carl M* Reinert, S.Jt> who has become the
CREIGHTON BUSY SPOT; nineteenth president of The Creighton University, in his
USDICAD SCHOOL FULL .appointment to succeed Very Rev. William H, McCabe, S.J.

. ,  as head of the Omaha school, finds that the tempo of cam-
'us life- has stepped up to a marked degree since he last was stationed at Creighton 
’a tho' pre-war years of 193G to 1941, and that the responsibilities of the P’rexy far 
utnuAiber those of' a Prep teacher, his last assignment here.

Father Reinert's return to Omaha places the reins of the Jesuit institu- 
ibn in the hands of its youngest President, the newcomer being but 3? years of age. 
t likewise is the first time in local Jesuit history that two of their major educa- 
Lonal institutions have been under the*direction of blood brothers, as the Very Rev. 
aul C, Reinert, S.J./now is President of *St, Louis University. Father Paul Reinert 
receded his younger brother as.a teacher at Creighton Prep, from 1935 to 1938.

Although Creighton University's 1950 enrollment- of 2,550 students-is ten 
"-rcent under its peak of 2,829 last year, Father Reinert finds that the School of 
odie.Lne has its maximum capacity enrollment of 300, while the Creighton University 
■nr.ox of Nursing has 323 students, including 157 at the St, Joseph's Hospital unit;
*1 in the St, Catherine 's Hospital unit and 44 students on the Hilltop, seeking de- 
•ees in higher phases of nursing education. The School of’ Dentistry has 155 enrolled 
■d the School of Pharmacy, 143.

New appointments in the Creighton University School of Medicine include 
, Hurry H, McCarthy as head of the Department of Surgery and Dr. Harold N. Neu as 
- id of.the Department of Medicine. Both are Creighton medical school graduates. In 
e of Dentistry, Dr. James H* Pence, of Bismarck, N.D., has been appointed
lc. idpceeding Dr, Herbert E, King, who died last May. Dr,-Pence'retired from the 
my. in 1948 as a colonel. Eight new faculty appointments in the School of Medicine, 
t aurotneed by Father Reinert, include two doctors from Budapest, Dr.' Yolando Arato, 
w; -issiVtant Professor of Anatomy, and Dr. Edmund Borsos-Nachtnebel, Assistant Pro
sser of ^Aithology, and Dr, Robert K. S. Lim, Professor of Physiology and Pharmaco- 
•gy, who feas taught at Columbia University, Pekin Union Medical School, in China, and 

*;unburg University, in Scotland.
Ali CiAlllS FIVE Five veteran Nebraska doctors, four with a record of fifty
.‘TERaN PHYSICIANS years or more of service in the state, have been summoned

by the Grim Reaper since late-October, making further in- 
ads into the already shortened supply of physicians outside metropolitan areas.

. Oldest of the recently deceased was DR. HARRY HAPEMAN, 92 years old, of 
Aden. A graduate of Rush Medical College in 1882, Dr. Hapeman came to Minden the 
Blowing year and practiced steadily until his retirement in 1944* Death occured 
■ November 1. In addition to his professional achievements, Dr, Hapeman enjoyed an 
ternational reputation as a botanist, having been said to own the largest collec- 
on of herbarium in the United States, with more than 30,000 specimens.

A. E. C00K_ M.D., 80 years old, who died November 3, had practiced at 
rjchlph, Nebr. since 1899, after graduating from Sioux City Medical College in 1898.
. soivdd as president of the State Medical Association in 1932, and was active in 
Txr and professional affairs. ALBERT E. BUCHANAN, MAD., whb died October 22 had ■ 
'acticed in Fremont since 1910 after seven years in Cedar Bluffs, He graduated from 
"e College of Medicine, University of Virginia, in 1900. DAVID MARTIN, M.'D., 72, died 
1 vomber 24, at St, Joseph's Hospital,. Omaha, to which he had been admitted 
e previous day. Death was due to heart trouble. A native of Columbus, Nebr., Dr. 
r-oyn was a graduate of the Creighton University School of MedieineOmaha, and had 
nt nis entire professional life in his own home community. Death also claimed on 
camber 11th, FRANK MORROW, M.D., F.A.C.S.^ 70, Columbus surgeon for 40 years. Dr,, 
.crow graduated from the University of Nebraska College of Medicine in 1910 and, like 

*r6 Kartyn, had practiced only in Columbus, save his World War I service.
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SI OF 84 IN CLASS With but 84 appointments available in the 1950 Freshman
NATIVE NEBRASKANS* class, Dean Harold C. Lueth had his pick out of a group of
APPOINTMENTS MADE 284 applicants for the Fall term in the University of Nebr

aska College of Medicine, All but three of the students 
selected are residents of Nebraska and represent most of the state’s 93 counties*

New faculty appointments at the U. of N. College of Medicine and Hospital, 
3 announced by Dr, Lueth, include DR. LESTER D. ODELL as Obstetrician-in-Chief and 
A, CECIL WITTSON in charge of the Department of Psychiatry, Dr. Odell, formerly on 
ie University of Chicago School of Mediciae faculty, will serve as professor and as 
cad of the department of OB and GIN, succeeding DR. EARL C. SAGE, who has retired as 
•tiairman after 30 years of service. Dr. Sage will continue to teach, however. The 
li Lilly Research Laboratories has awarded Dr. Odell a grant of $2,900 to continue 
is study of several years on the toxemias of pregnancy, Dr. Wittson, who has joined 
ie Department of Psychiatry, is a graduate of the Medical College of South Carolina,

Two additional grants, one of $14,000 from the National Heart Institute,
— d another for ^18,720 from the National Institute of Mental Health have been made 
o the University of Nebraska College of Medicine, the former for studies on heart 
bseases and the latter for the training of professional workers in mental health, 
u gift of a new audiometer to the Medical School by the Omaha Kiwanis Clubs also 

m.s been made public by Dr. Lueth, the instrument being presented in connection with 
xe child welfare programs of the Kiwanis Clubs of Omaha,

Twenty-three faculty members, each of whom had given 25 years or more of 
jlunteer service to the University of Nebraska College of Medicine were honored at 

j. dinner at which certificates: of appreciation were presented by Chancellor Reuben G«
' stavson. DR. LYNN T. HALL, Professor of Clinical Medicine, has been a member of the 
"acuity for 36 years, with DR. JAY J, KEEGAN, Professor of Neurological Surgery, and 

FLOYD J* HURRAY, Associate in Surgery* following in close order, with 32 years each
, ON HEALTH GROUP Three Omaha hospital representatives have been named to the

. Public Health Committee of the Omaha Chamber of Commerce
or the 1950-51 season. Chairman again this year is Hal G, Perrin, of Bishop Clark-* 
on Memorial Hospital. Also on the Committee are Dr. Harold C. Lueth, University of 
bbraska Medical College, and Francis J. Bath, St. Joseph’s Hospital. Ten .physicians 
-So have been appointed to the Committee.
■JRSING SURVEY STARTS A survey to determine the nurse requirements in Nebraska

will continue until about January 1 st, under the direction 
A Miss Anne Poore, formerly chief nurse of the Lineoln-Lancaster County Department of 
oalth, who now is with the United States Public Health Service. The survey is be- 
•'g financed by the U.S.P.H.S., the State Department of Health and the three nursing 
organizations of Nebraska.

Mrs. Ruth Shoemaker, R.N#, assistant director of nursing at Mary Banning 
morial Hospital, Hastings, who in October was elected president of the Nebraska 
-ate Nurses Association, at the annual meeting in Fremont, heads the group which is 
^operating with Miss Poore in the study of nursing needs and the probable future de- 
.nds for graduate nurses within the state. Other new officers of the, N.S.N.A, are:- 
.rst vice-president, Rose Baker, St, Elizabeth Hospital, Lincoln; second vice-pres- 
dent, Alice Jensen, Lincoln; secretary, Lydia Brueggemann, Fremont; treasurer, Helen 
irlson, Dodge County Hospital, Fremont, Directors are as follows: district one, 
lelia Miller, Hastings; district two, Grace Yackey, Omaha; district three, Emily 
ickley, Lincoln, district four, Dorothy Woodin, Grand Island; district five, Lucille 
odwin,- Scottsbluff.

Nurses of District #2 have voted to raise their dues $1 a year for five 
jars, to assist in financing a program for study of nursing functions by the American 
.rses Association.



"OF FOLKS WE KNOW • • • 11 W, S, PETTY, M.D*# formerly Director of Health of the
Nebraska Department of Health and for the past year 
director of local health services in the state bureau, 

has accepted a position, effective December 16, with the Missouri Division of Health,
\n which his duties as District Health Officer will cover 15 Missouri counties, with 
.eadquarters at Macon, Dr, Petty has been with the Nebraska Department of Health for 
>ight years during which he served two terms at Director of the Department, from which 
osition he resigned about a year ago because of the §5,500 salary limitation set by 5 
statute. As Director of Local Health Services, Dr, Petty received §7,900 per year,

FRANK J, MULVEY of Lincoln, has been appointed Business Manager of the 
JT. CATHERINE OF SIENN.V HOSPITAL, McCook, Sister Mary Aloysius, 0,P',, Administrator,
.as announced. Mr. Mulvey is a graduate of the School of Business Administration, 
diversity of Nebraska, and Mrs. Mulvey of the St. Elizabeth School of Nursing, Linco.1 
■Me Mulveys, with their two children, are, now residing'in McCook,

■ , * MRS. JESSIE L. CAIN, R,N,, a member of the general duty staff of
CREIGHTON MEMORIiiL ST. JOSEPH'S HOSPITAL^ Omaha, is one of six Nebraskans 
listed in the 1951 edition of "WHO'S WHO IN COLORED AMERICA."!

Mrs. Cain, a '29 graduate of Kansas City General Hospital School 
Nursing,.Kansas City, Mo,, has been a member of the nursing staff at 

St. JosephIs Hospital, 0m .ha, since October 12, 1942, and was the first 
colored nurse to be thus employed in Nebraska. She is a member of local 
and state nursing organizations, and also is active in church work, She 
is the wife of Cephus S. Cain, 2903 Decatur St,., Omaha, and is the mother 

' of three children.
MELVIN H. DUNN, assistant superintendent of St. Luke’s Hospital, Kansas 

' ‘V'y. MV. since 1944 and a member of the staff of that institution,.for IS years, has 
appointed director’of the St. John's Episcopal Hospital Church Charity Founda

tion, Bong Island City, N.Yf and already has assumed his new duties. Mr. Dunn has 
■won active in Mid-West Hospital Association affairs for a number of years and has 

'vod as chairman of the Publicity Committee of the annual meetings since 1947.

ROLAND F , MUELLER, M,D«, of Lincoln, a member of the Surgical Department 
acuity.:pf the. Creighton University School of Medicine, Omaha, was a speaker at the ’ 
oventh Inter-American Congress of Surgery November 19 to.23, at Lima, Peru, to which 
A. was invited by the American College ox Surgeons.

KENNETH L. JONES, of Omaha, has been appointed medical service represen- 
.a\ive of Baxter Laboratories, Inc., Morton Grove, 111,, in the Nebraska territory.

, DR. AND MRS. CLITUS 0IS0N, of Omaha, have embarked upon the first
§uage of a journey which eventually will take them to the Belgian Congo,
where they will engage in medical missionary work under the Evangelical 
MIllion Covenant Church of America. Dr. Olson is a 194& graduate of the 
University of Nebraska College of Medicine, and interned at Birmingham,
Ala. and Mercy Hospital, Des Moines,‘la. His wife, the former Dorothy

of Oakland, Nebr., is a graduate of the U. of N. School of Nursing.
Ur. and Mrs, Olson will spend a year in Belgium in language study, after 
which they will be stationed in the Congo for three years.

a LEO KANNER, M,D,^ Director of the Children’s Psychiatric Service^ John
• pd'ri Hospital, delivered an address at Joslyn Museum, Omaha, November 10, on "The 
' iic* as a Thermometer of His Emotional Climate." Dr. Krnnerls appearance was spon
dee. by The Junior League of Omaha. A native of Berlin, Germany, he has been in his 

i^nt position for 19 years. Dr, .Kanner is, the author of more than 200 articles 
-he of several books.



FEDERAL AID GIVEN ON Notice of approval by the U.S, Public Health Service
ST, JOSEPH’S PROJECT of a Federal grant of §240,793 to assist in the fur

nishing of the new Our Lady of Victory psychiatric 
building of Creighton Memorial St, Joseph's Hospital, Omaha, was received December 14 
by Sister M, Crescentia, O.S.F,, Administrator, from Senators Hugh Butler, Kenneth S, 
cherry and Congressman Eugene D, O'Sullivan, Of this amount, §69,424 is allocated fo- 
lechanical equipment on the power plant addition made necessary by construction of the 
140-bed structure. The Sisters of St, Francis anticipate opening of the new unit for 
-.dmission of patients by early Spring.

aOSPITAIS SALUTED Representatives of all Omaha hospitals were special guests
of the Omaha Chamber of Commerce at a Public Affairs lunch- 

-on, November 14, honoring Dr, J. J, Tyson, Manager of the new Veterans Hospital here. 
More than 200 hospital and business men attended the luncheon.

M1TH0LIC MEETING The thirty-fourth annual meeting of the Catholic Hospital
Association of the United States and Canada will be held 

in Philadelphia, Pa,,- May 31 to June 5, 1951, Rev, John J, Flanagan, S, J, reports.

iTIST ENTERTAINS "Rubinoff and his Violin" visited Immanuel, Children's
and St, Joseph’s Hospitals, Omaha, on Thanksgiving Day, 

Mile on a layover between engagements, and graciously entertained patients by playing 
classical and popular numbers on his §100,000 Stradivarius violin, which the popular 
concert artist stated is 219 years old. Come 'again, Dave - we’re waiting for you!

DR© McGUJEB CHOSEN Louis D. McGuire, M,D, became President-elect of the
BY MEDICAL SOCIETY Omaha-Douglas County Medical Society at the annual elec

tion of officers on December 12, to serve during 1952, 
Taking office for the ensuing year was Dr, Lynn T, Hall while Dr, Wilber A, Musshlig 
will serve another year as Secretary-Treasurer. Members elected to the Executive 
Board include Drs, D. Arnold Dowell, John P. Redgwick and R, Russell Best while Dr, 
•Paul 3, Read was elected to a three ^o&r term on the Board of Censors. Drs. Thomas T,
• rnith, Arthur J. Offerman, Donald J. Bueholz and James D, Bradley were chosen dele
gates to the state convention, which will oe held in Omaha in 1951.

Retiring president is Dr, Maurice C, Howard, Omaha internist, who lead 
the medical society and allied groups in the successful fight against proponents of 
socialized medicine in the national elections during November. Dr. Howard in his fina] 
address before the society urged members of the medical profession to take as active 
an interest in all civic affairs as they did in the 1950 political campaign,

STUDENT NURSES ELECT Miss Phyllis Morgan, senior in the University of Nebraska
Hospital School of 'Nursing, Omaha, was elected president 

of the Nebraska Student Nurse Association at the second annual meeting, in Fremont, 
caw vice-president is Miss Nora McDermott, St, Catherine’s, Omahaj Miss Bonnie Leisy, 
of Bishop Clarkson, secretary, and Miss Anna Rock, St, Joseph's, Alliance, treasurer.

U.C.S, HAS ELECTION Miss Leeta Holdrege, R.N,, Director of the Visiting Nurse
Association, Omaha, will serve again during 1951 as chair 

.won of tho health division of the social planning unit of United Community Services. 
Vice-president is Dr,. Thomas D, Fitzgerald, assistant Dean of the Creighton University 
School of Medicine and the Members of the Executive Committee include Dr, Edwin Lyman, 
-maha-Douglas County Health Department director, and Mrs, H arold C. Lueth.
SISTER KENNY LEAVES After 10 years of work in the United States on behalf of

poliomyletis sufferers, Sister Elizabeth Kenny, R,N#, 
sailed December 16 for her native Australia, where she plans to establish new polio 
clinics. Sister Kenny visited Omaha in 1944, when she conducted a clinic among in
fantile paralysis victims at St, Joseph’s Hospital and was honored at a Chamber of 
ummerce luncheon.



H E R E - - - .  'WEST POINT - A four day celebration marked the dedication
- - AND T H E R E  and formal opening of the beautiful new 72-bed

WEST POINT MEMORIAL HOSPITAL^ December 7-10, in which the 
entire community joined to express its pride in the new structure and its happiness in 
witnessing the achievement of an extensive campaign extending over the past six years 
to provide Cuming County with adequate and suitable hospital facilities.

Opening the celebration was a dinner to honor members of the medical staff, 
ihe Memorial Hospital planning board and civic leaders. Principal s eaker was Frank 
. Ryder, M.D., Director of the State Department of Health, Lincoln. W,, J, Hasebroock. 
iayor of West Point, and Rev, Virgil Walkowiak, Chairman of the planning board, also 
iade brief talks. Formal dedication ceremonies on December 8 were conducted by the 
ost Rev* Gerald T, Bergan, S.T.D., Archbishop of Omaha, who blessed the institution 
aid spoke on the appropriateness of dedication the hospital as a memorial to the men 
id women who had made the supreme sacrifice, as well as to others of the community 
io had served in the armed forces, during World War II, Archbishop Bergan also 
inted out that Memorial Hospital had been dedicated to God for service to mankind 

iid that it would ever be thus under the kindly Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charit;
On Saturday and Sunday, residents of the community turned out en masse to 

in pec t the new edifice of mercy. Handicapped by non-arrival of some of the new beds, 
■':e transfer of.patients from the old to the new hospital was accomplished December 
Pith by filling the 12 beds which had arrived, then dismantling, moving and immediately 
reassembling the beds from the old structure to permit the moving of further patients, 
irst surgery in the new operating rooms took place December 12.

Sister M, Frances Marie, R.N., Administrator, will be assisted by ten 
-inters and a staff of lay nurses. Announcement of the appointment of A. W. Anderson, 
„D«. as Chief of Staff was made during the dinner program on December 7th, • A'graduate 

jf- Creighton University School of Medicine, 117, Ur. Anderson has been on the St,
* oseph Home and Hospital staff since the first 23-bed hospital unit was opened by the 
listers in the Home for the Aged, in 1923. Ihe $1,000,000 plant stands on the western 
lope of a hill, with a commanding view of the city and surrounding countryside,

v,i-IAHA - Nebraska’s third and largest VETERANS HOSPITAL, a 14-story, 500-bed institu
tion which cost approximately $11,000,000, had its formal dedication Sunday, 

December 3, when Carl R. Gray, Jj v , Veterans Administration director-, returned to the 
;ity to dedicate, the structure for which he also had broken ground.at ceremonies on 
one 24, 194#, Construction work, however, had gotten under way March 26, 1943, when 
round-leveling had been started for the structure which, with its auxilliarv build
ings, stands on a 40-acre tract immediately adjoining DOUGLAS COUNTY- HOSPITAL. Nearly 
35,000 residents of the community coursed through the vast new structure during the 
jight hours following the dedication ceremonies.

Manager of the latest of the Veterans Administration facilities is Dr, 
ohn J. Tyson, former chief medical officer of the V.A. Center at Des Moines, Iowa,
3 is a graduate of the Medical College of Virginia, Chief of Professional Services 
Is' Joseph I, Fitzsimmons, M.D,, native ofCreston, la, and graduate of the Creighton 
diversity School of Medicine, who has been with the V.A, since 1930. Dr, William 
I Kleitsch, University of Illinois graduate, has been named Chief of Surgery, after 
our years in that post at the Lincoln Veterans Hospital, Kenneth S, Covey, 30-year 
employe of the V,A#> is Assistant manager, and Harold R, Davenport, chief engineer,
Piss Betty Pederson, R.N,, *40 graduate of the University of Minnesota, has been ap- 
ointed chief of the nursing service; assistant chief is Mrs. Alice Schaefer, Omaha,.
' rmerly director of nurses at Children’s Memorial Hospital, Miss Dorothea Edwards,
26 graduate of the University of Wisconsin, is chief dietitian.

A staff of 575 employes is being assembled and the hospital probably will 
:aen for the reception of veteran patients shortly after January 1 st,
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NORFOLK « Friends of the late DR. LUCIEN STARK^ long time local physician and one of 
I. the founders of OUR LADY OF LOURDES HOSPITAL here, have furnished a room 

in the new hospital, building in his honor.

COLUMBUS - Remodeling activities which have been completed at.ST, MARY’S HOSPITAL 
have resulted in the shifting of administrative offices to the west end 

of the first floor, and in a re-arrangement of the Medical Staff lounge and guest 
rooms. The changes have provided enlarged facilities for the Medical Records and 
Admissions offices. Sister M. Gertrude, O.S.F., formerly of St. Francis Hospital, 
Colorado Springs, Colo, and St, Joseph!s Hospital, Omaha, is now in charge of the 
office, Sister M, Erharda, O.S.F;,R.N.,. Superintendent, reports.

COUNCIL DLUFFS - A Federal grant of $310,000 toward the construction of a new 100- 
bed unit at ST. BERNARD'S HOSPITAL, a pyschiatric institution, has 

been announced by the Iowa Board of Health as part of an allocation of $1,300,000 
for new hospital facilities in the state. Barring unforseen complications due to 
war defense restrictions,, work on the new $900,000 structure will begin early next 
spring, Sister Mary Patrice, R.S.M., Superintendent, states,

NORFOLK - The contract for construction of a nex̂  475-bed addition at NORFOLK STATE 
HOSPITAL has been awarded A, Borchman & Sons, Omaha, on its $960,000 bid. 

Electrical and heating and plumbing costs are expected to make total cost of the 
new medical and administration building about $1,250,000,

GRAND ISLAND - The purchase of a large residence at 3565 California Street, Omaha, 
to house students of the ST. FiliNCIS HOSPlLiL SCHOOL OF NURSING as 

they attend Duchesne College in connection with .a recently established affiliation 
plan, has. been announced by Sister M. Mechtildis, P,StF.,R.N. 9 -Administrator, and 
Sister M. Gerharda, O.S.F,,R,N.-3 Director of:the School, Twenty-six. students, are 
residing in Omaha this Fall as the first group to begin the college work. Students 
who wish to study for a. B.S, degree may return to Duchesne College after completion of 
their training course, for their fourth year of college work,

OMAHA - Three permanent-type Television sets have made thoir appearance in various 
areas of CREIGHTON MEMORIAL ST. JOSEPH'S HOSPITAL to provide, contentment 

for staff and patients alike. Members of the Senior Class of the School of Nursing, 
alert students that they are, decided, for their Class project to purchase, a TV set 
for the enjoyment of the student body in the Rumpus Room, Moreover, they decided 
to buy the TV RIGHT NOW^ so the Seniors could enjoy it also.1 As a Christmas, gift to 
the Internes, members of the. Medical Staff contributed to a fund for the purchase of 
a 19-inch tube TV console set for "Quarters”, so now the -PBX Operator has no diffi
culty in locating Internes when they are' needed - the problem now is to "tear them 
away11 from the lounge room when the TV programs are being broadcast.' And in the 
Union Pacific division of the hospital a fine new television set has been installed 
for the enjoyment of convalescing patients, the gift of seven locals in the Omaha 
Federated Shop Crafts at the Union Pacific railroad shops.

OMAHA - The trend of dodtors in moving away from the congested downtown districts is 
emphasized by the opening of two now office buildings recently, A 17-room 

structure at 3568 Dodge Streets houses the clinic of Drs. James R. Kovarik, Donald 
0. Vroman and Leon 3, McGoogan, OB and GIN specialists, while Frank J. Mnuk, M.D, f 
and George Drdla, D.D.S., have moved into a 14-room office building at 3374 South 
13th Street. '
OMAHA - The new paging system for Doctors and other persorinel at CLARKSON MEMORIAL 

HOSPITAL permits also a music hookup for the service areas, including the 
laboratory and x-ray departments, lobby, dining room and ground floor, as well as 
Cor patient service floors, Administrator Hal G# Perrin notes, "No more squawking, 
raucous loudspeakers," he proudly announced.
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*  FIFTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING *
NEBRASKA HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION

Thursday and Friday, November 15-16, 1951 - Hotel Paxton, Omaha
* CHECK THESE DATES, NOW, ON YOUR "MUST" CALENDARi *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

DR, BENNETT EXHIBIT Approximately 15,000 beds currently are available for care
..TTRiiCTS ATTENTION of the mentally ill in 350 general hospitals and another

5000 beds are being added or are planned, at least, within 
the next 3 years in the United States, an extensive study of such facilities made this 
gear by A. E. BENNETT, M.D,, former Omaha psychiatrist, discloses. Dr, Bennett now is 
'Erector of the Department of Psychiatry at Herrick General Hospital, Berkeley, Calif, 
nd of the A. E, Bennett Neuropsychiatric Research Foundation, in which v;ork he is as
sisted by Miss Bernice Engle, M.A, } of Omaha.

The results of the survey were the subject of an exhibit by Dr. Bennett 
.t the Atlantic City meeting of the American Hospital Association, and the data now 
has been published in mimeographed form for the study of interested nersons. Purpose 
of the survey was to show the present psychiatric facilities in the United States and 
Canada, as well as future plans for extension of psychiatric care and the urgent need 
for increase service of this type in all general hospitals, Dr, Bennett declares.
Every general hospital reported by any source to have a psychiatric unit was cueried, 
and 316 out of 350 institutions with some type of psychiatric service responded, or 
more than 90$, Of the 316, 110 reported plans f'or expansion of such facilities and 
of 950 hospitals without psychiatric unite, 14 reported new units under construction 
and 205 more plan a unit or are discussing wayd and means for such a project.

Dr. Bennett’s study reveals a minimum need for 60,000 psychiatric beds,- 
distributed in 1,500 general hospitals, instead of only 350. Citing the need for men
tal hygiene clinics in at least 3*500 hospitals ard a minimum psychiatric need for 10$ 
or total general hospital beds, Dr., Bennett’s report stresses these results•* l),
Better and quicker recoveries; 2), prevention of needless diagnostic and treatment 
expenses; 3 ), relief of state hospital overcrowding; 4)* improvement of public sat
isfactions with medicine and hospitals, "T hese changes will help to better community 
health, increase productiveness, save needless heavy expenses and continue the private 
practice of medicine," Dr. Bennett declares. "The current soaring increase in the 
number of cases of mental illness would put it in the epidemic class if it could be 
considered a communicable disease,"

The study reveals that 262 general hospitals having complete psychiatric facilities 
list 1,875 psychiatrists on their medical staffs. They also have 5&5 residents in 
sychiatry, 162 internes and 2000 psychiatric nurses.

JLINICAL GROUP ELECTS Qmaha-Midwest Clinical Society members at their annual meet
ing on November 27th installed Dr, Alfred Brown as their 

loader for 1951* and at the same time chose Dr, J, Harry Murphy as President-elect, to 
take office December 1 , 1951. Dr. Louis E, Moon, retiring president, will, continue 
the duties of secretary-treasurer which he previously had held. Dr, Herman Jahr was 
elected to the Executive Committee and Dr. Donald J, Wilson as Director of Clinics, 
Dates for the 1951 meeting were scheduled for October 20 to November 2, in Omaha.

EJ3.N.T. GROUPS CONVENE Members of the Kansas City 0.0..R.L, Society were guests
of the Omaha and Council Bluffs Ophthalmological and 

Otolaryngological Society at sessions, November 16, at St. Joseph's and University 
Hospitals and heard discussions by Drs, Howard B. Hunt, James Severens, Francis L. 
Loderer and Peter C, Kronfeld, Dr, E, C, Montgomery, president, was chairman.

* *4
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NEUROPSYCHLtTRIC SESSION Seventh members of the ' Iowa-Nebraska Neuropsychiatric

Society heard discussions of several new theories in the 
care cf the mentally ill, in an all-day conference, December 13, in the auditorium of 
the new Our Lady of Victory psychiatric addition at St, Joseph’s Hospital, Omaha,
Guest speakers included Dr, Franklin Ebaughy Professor of Psychiatry, University of 
Qlorado; Dr, William Hunt, Professor of Psychology, Northwestern University, and Dr, 
■RK,.Aldrich, Assistant Professor of Psychiatry, University of Minnesota. Elected 
resident of the organization for 1951 was Dr,’ J, Whitney Kelley, of Creighton Univer
sity School of Medicine; Vice-president, Dr, Robert Wigton, University of Nebraska 
College of Medicine; Secretary-Treasurer, Dr, Cecil Wittson, Nebr. Psychiatric Unit.

'NSPECT NEW HOSPITAL The beautiful new Medical Staff room of the new addition
ST. CATHERINE’S HOSPITAL^ Cfciaha, was the scene of Decem- 

er meeting of the Omaha Area Hospital Council, after which the members were privi- 
g >0 to inspect the structure on a tour conducted by Sister Mary John, R.S^M,, nd- 

didst rotor, and Sister Mary Kevin, R,S,M,, Director of the School of Nursing. Re- 
■ uecentatives of the Inspection Bureau of the Omaha Fire Department reviewed the pro
posed regulations for the guidance of hospital personnel in event of an institutional 
;ire and'asked the administrators present to offer suggestions or criticisms for their 
guidance.
Dh'TS SHIELD" PLaN . With more thin ten percent of the state's population an-

;-’AS SIXTH BIRTHDAY • rolled, NEBRASKA BLUE SHIELD P U N  celebrated its sixth an-
ni vers ary on November 1 with a membership of 141,737 

participants in 2,860 active groups, the repor* of Dr4 Arthur J. Offerman, President, 
indicates. Benefits paid for members curing the first 10 months of 1950 amounted to 
•'967,7.38*93 for services to 29,561 patients,' Membership on December 1 was l£f5,?60.

BLUE GROSS membership as of December 1st numbered 179^855 participants, in 
y ,216 active groups. Claims paid hospitals to that date totaled $1,368,878.65 being 
distributed over 23,019 patients.

Distribution of new BLUE CROSS and BLUE SHIELD membership certificates 
to all Direct-Pay and Community Group members got .under way December 1st, while pay
roll deduction Employee Groups will receive their new contracts after January,!, 1951. 
Grectjy expanded benefits are featured in the new BLUE SHIELD contract, fees for 
numerous major surgical procedures being increased from a maximum of $150 to $200, 
In-Hospital medical care is expended from 30 days to 70 days per. admission, and daily 
eenefit payments have been increased from $3 to $4, as have other service benefits.

Appointment of RICHARD LTEBE, formerly business manager of Mennonite Hospi
tal , Beatrice, as Hospital Relations Representative of BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD, has 
been announced by J. Ht Pfeiffer, Executive Director. He will call upon each of the 
102 BLUE CROSS hospitals in Nebraska twice a year to assist in solving local problems.

Members of the BLUE CROSS AND HOSPITALS COMMITTEE have1 agreed that no 
changes be made in the agreements between the Association and contracting institutions 
for 1751, other than a removal of the previous restriction by which hospital rates in 
effect on January 1st were frozen for the calendar year. This liberalization of the 
contract was made because of the uncertainty of hospital costs in the present infla
tionary trend of economic conditions throughout the country. Representing hospitals 
were Eugene J. Sexton, Francis J. Bath, Harold J, Hamilton and T, J. McGinty.
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* -A THOUGHT FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON ’ ’ * *

* Retain CHRIST in* CHRISTMAS - and in your hearts all through 1951. *
* . .A JOYOUS AND BLESSED CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALLJ -. *
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