
O f f i c i a l  c a t i o n  o f  t h e  N e b r a s k a  H  o s p i t a 1 A s s  e m bl y
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OFFICERS COMPLETE DETAILS OF INCORPORATION FOR STATE HOSPITAL GROUP —
MEMBERS TO RECEIVE PLAN AT MID-YEAR MEETING, APRIL 12, IN KANSAS CITY

A report of the actions and progress of the Executive Committee of the 
Nebraska Hospital Association in the drawing and filing of Articles of Incorporation 
for the state organization, in accordance with power voted the officers at the 194-9 
and 1950 annual meetings, will be outlined to members at the Mid-Year gathering on 
Thursday, April 12, at the Hotel President, Kansas City, Mo.

President Eugene J. Saxton, of Dodge County Hospital, Fremont, has issued 
an appeal that every institutional member of the Nebraska Hospital Association plan 
to have at least one official representative at the Breakfast Meeting, which will 
bring together the Nebraskans who are in attendance at the 23rd annual meeting of the 
Mid-West Hospital Association. A full attendance is desired so that every hospital 
may be appraised of the changes in the legal set-up of the state organization and 
also that there may be a representative vote on the dissolution of the existing asso
ciation and the transfer of records and funds to the newly incorporated body.

The full membership roster of the present Nebraska Hospital Association 
will be transferred to the new non-profit corporation which has been organized by the 
officers and members of the Executive Committee. Each institutional member will be 
entitled to one vote, in person or by proxy, in conduct of the affairs of the new 
body, which retains the same corporate title as the present association. The present 
officers of Nebraska Hospital Association, who are listed as the incorporators, would 
serve until the 1951 annual meeting, in November.

Amendments to the constitution may be voted by not less than two-thirds 
of members present and voting at any annual meeting, or any special meeting, provided 
that any proposed amendment must be first submitted in writing to the Executive Com
mittee at least 60 days prior to such annual or special meeting. Each institution 
shall designate its own voting member.

Officers of the newly formed Corporation, who occupied similar offices in 
the predecessor Nebraska Hospital Association are:

President: Eugene J. Saxton, Dodge County Hospital, Fremont
President-elect: James G. Carr, Jr., University Hospital, Omaha 
Vice-President: Thomas J. McGinty, Lincoln General Hospital, Lincoln
Secretary: Paul G. Finnman, Immanuel Hospital, Omaha
Treasurer: Sister Mary Kevin, R.S.M., St. Catherine's Hospital,

Omaha
Immediate Past-President: Harold C. Lueth, M.D., University Hospital, 

Omaha
TRUSTEES: Hal G. Perrin, Bishop Clarkson Memorial Hospital, Omaha

Rev. B. 0. Lyle, Nebraska Methodist Hospital, Omaha
A.H.A. DELEGATES: Harold J. Hamilton, Brewster Hospital and Clinic,

Holdrege
Francis J. Bath, Creighton Memorial St. Joseph Hospital, 
Omaha



DR. MALCOLM Mac EACHERN JOINS AMERICAN HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION FAMILY;
STATE OFFICERS HEAR CURRENTLY POPULAR TOPICS AT MID-YEAR CONFERENCE

Announcement of the appointment of Malcolm T. MacEachern, M, D. as the Director 
of Professional Relations for the American Hospital Association highlighted the pro- \ 
ceedings of the annual Mid-Year Conference of the national organization, on February 
9 and 10, in Chicago.

Representing the Nebraska Hospital Association at the two-day meeting were 
President Eugene J. Saxton, Administrator, Dodge County Community Hospital, Fremont; 
President-Elect James G. Carr, Jr., Assistant Superintendent, University of Nebraska 
Hospital, Omaha, and William Fogarty, Public Relations Department, Blue Cross-Blue 
Shield Plans, Omaha. In attendance also were presidents and secretaries of the ma
jority of state and regional hospital groups from the United States and a number of 
provinces in Canada.

The conference program included two panel discussions, "What Makes a Hospital 
Association Effective?" and "Project Opportunities for Hospital Associations." To
pics which created most interest during the two-day session centered on "Nurse Re
cruitment" , "Indigent Care" and "Legislation."

The news that Dr. MacEachern in his new position would retain his close associ
ation with the hospital field and would play a continuing important part in the deve
lopment of standards and the solution of professional problems was heralded with 
great acclaim.

Dr. MacEachern, who had served for more than thirty years as Associate Director 
and, in recent years, as Director of the American College of Surgeons until his re
cent retirement, long has been a familiar figure in hospital and professional gather
ings throughout the nation. The hospital standardization and approval program, in
augurated in 1918 by the American College of Surgeons, has been under his personal 
direction throughout the intervening period. Practically every hospital of 25 beds 
or over in the United States which at any time has applied for approval has come un
der his personal surveillance.

His book, entitled "Hospital Organization and Management" is considered "the 
bible" of hospital administrators throughout the country. His effervescent spirit 
and his friendly counsel so freely tendered at hospital meetings, as well as the 
popular Hospital Standardization Conferences of the American College of Surgeons, 
have endeared him to all with whom he has come into contact.

The need for a vigorous program planned to attract more prospects into the 
nursing profession was emphasized during an extended discussion. Educational pro
grams to include talks, literature and films directed toward girls of high school age, 
and the encouragement of more pre-nursing courses in high school curricula, were ad
vocated on a nation-wide basis to stimulate enrollment in schools of nursing. The 
need for more nursing schools and teachers, and the necessity of a determined effort 
to induce more of the thousands of inactive nurses to resume active duty was stressed.

The ever-present problem of care for the indigent sick evoked much discussion, 
and it was the concensus of opinion that hospitals.should conduct continuing programs 
of public relations to acquaint their communities with the needs and to influence 
public officials in the appropriation of adequate tax funds as the basic solution.

Also discussed at length was the controversial Hess Report, concerning the re
lationship between the hospital and the radiologists, pathologists and anesthesiolo
gists, with various plans of protective action being outlined by representatives from 
the various states. Reports of the progress to date on the standardization program 
for hospitals indicate that present thinking leans toward a proposed ratio of 8-8-8  
persons, representing the A.H.A., A.M.A. and A.C.S. on the accrediting board.
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WAGE CHANGE RULES, Several new regulations directly affecting hospitals and
D—0 PRIORITY RATING similar organizations have been issued recently by go—
APPLY TO HOSPITALS vernmental units, which will vitally concern the opera

tion of such institutions under the rapidly expanding
national defense program.

Exemption of non-profit hospitals and other religious, charitable, scientific, 
literary and educational organizations from the wage controls order of the Wag© Sta
bilization Board, issued on January 26, was afforded in General Order No. 7, released 
on February 20, following pleas directed to Chairman Cyrus Ching through the American 
Hospital Association. Employers who are exempt from federal income taxes under Sec
tion 101 (5) and (6 ) of the Internal Revenue Code may adjust wages, salaries or other 
compensation of their workers without prior approval of the Stabilization Board, ex
cepting; 1, authorization does not apply to employes of unrelated business enter
prises of tax exempt organizations; 2 , compliance with national wage stabilization 
policies, as expressed in Executive Order 10161, or subsequent regulations, must be 
observed.

The second ruling, of prime importance to institutions in the securing of main
tenance, repair and operating equipment, requirements, provides for the automatic ex
tension of DO (Defense Order) priority certification by hospitals and industrial 
firms under authorization granted by the National Production Authority, February 27.

Regulation #U provides that a DO-97 rating may be extended by hospitals to sup
pliers for any items needed for MAINTENANCE, REPAIR and OPERATION by writing the 
phrase, "DO-97, Certified Under NPA Regulation 4-% on the order sheet and signing the 
name of the institution by an authorized employe. The self-certification program may 
be given only on maintenance, repair and operation supplies up to the same dollar v o 
lume as the same quarter of 1950, or on minor capital expenditures not exceeding $750 
each. - Application 'of the DO-97 rating gives hospitals the same priority privilege 
extended to military or defense orders.

Hospitals are not required to use the rating; however, orders placed without 
the rating will be delayed in filling until after DO-97 orders are filled by sup-, 
pliers. Further information regarding D0-97 regulations may be secured from the De
partment of Commerce, WOW Bldg., Omaha, or, in some localities, at local offices*
SISTER OLIVE CHOSEN Sister Olive Cullenberg, superintendent of Immanuel*Hos-
0N HOSPITAL COUNCIL pital, Omaha, has been appointed a member of the State

Advisory Hospital Council by Governor Val Peterson, to 
succeed Harry A. Lainson, Jr., of Hastings, for the term expiring September 16, 1953. 
Sister Olive is the first hospital administrator to become a member of the Council 
since it was first established, September 16, 194-7.

Another appointment announced by Governor Peterson is that of Fay Smith, MJ}.,, 
of Imperial, Nebr., who will serve out the unexpired term, to September 16, 1952, of 
Dr. Earle G. Johnson, of Grand Island, who resigned January 1, 1951. At the same 
time, Dr. Johnson accepted reappointment to the state Board of Examiners in Medicine 
and Surgery, of which he has been a member for the past nine years. Re-named also by 

"the Governor to the State Board of Basic Science Examiners is Leo P. Clements, of the 
Creighton University School of Medicine faculty, Omaha, a post he has held since 1928.
HEART GROUP ELECTS Dr. Frederick W. Niehaus, Omaha internist, was chosen

president of the Nebraska Heart Association at the annual 
meeting, February 17, in Omaha. He succeeds Dr. Harold C. Lueth, of-Omaha. Presi
dent-elect is Dr. Edmond M. Walsh, Omaha; Dr. 0. A. Kostal, of Hastings, is the new 
Vice-president, and Dr. F. L. Dunn, Omaha, secretary. Fifty doctors attended.
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SIX HOSPITALS REVISE 
ROOM CHARGE SCHEDULES

woi out during March,

Constantly advancing costs of operation have been cited by 
six Nebraska hospitals as the reason for adjustments in 
room rates and other departmental charges which have been

i’s three general hospitals, Bryan Memorial, Saint Elizabeth's and the 
Lincoln Geheral, on March 16th placed into effect schedules reflecting increases of 
$1,00 per day on all classes of accommodations. Minimum ward rates now are $8.00 a 
day; semi-private, $9 .00; and private rooms, $10 to $13.50. Operating room and other 
special service charges also were advanced.

jra v>-

Three Omaha Hospitals have announced rate increases to become effective on 
April 1st. At Immanuel Hospital, increases will include 500 per day on ward and 
semi-private room beds; $1.00 on private rooms without bath and $1.50 per day for 
rooms with bath. Adjustments in operating room schedules also are planned, Sister 
Olive Cullenberg, Superintendent, states. Bishop Clarkson and Nebraska Methodist 
hospitals will advance room rates generally $1 per day, across the board, establish
ing, along with Immanuel Hospital, minimum ward rates of $9.50 per day. Two-bed ac
commodations will range from $10.50 to $11.50. Private rooms at Clarkson will run in 
price from $12.50 to $25 while $12.50 to $18 schedules will prevail at Immanuel and 
Methodist hospitals. Operating room and other service charges, likewise, will be ad
justed upward at the three institutions.

"Payroll requirements in hospitals have advanced more than twelve-fold since 
the onset of World War II and other costs have increased almost in like proportion," 
Administrator Hal G. Perrin, Clarkson Hospital, declared in a statement before mem
bers of the Omaha Area Hospital Council. "Although costs to patients also are higher, 
the patient is safer because of improved facilities and care," he said.

In pointing toward the phenomenally increased costs of food and all other items 
required by hospitals,- T . J. McGinty, Administrator of Lincoln General, called atten
tion especially to prices of surgical dressings and textiles, in comparison with hos
pital rates ten years ago, and now. Citing surgical sponges as an example, Mr. 
McGinty related that a case of sponges which in . 194-1 cost $6 now carries a tag of $4.5; 
other learns have risen in like manner. On the contrary, hospital room charges to pa
tients are only about double the rates which prevailed in 1941 > he stated.
RECORD LIBRARIANS A change in the name of the Omaha Chapter, Medical Record
BROADEN ACTIVITIES Librarians, to permit extension of membership benefits to

other hospitals within the metropolitan area was voted at 
the March 15th meeting of the organization, held at University Hospital, Omaha. The 
group in the future will be known as the Omaha Area Association of Medical Record 
Librarians, permitting hospitals in Columbus, Nebraska City, Gbuncil Bluffs, Iowa and 
other nearby towns to participate- in its activities.

Dr. Lester D, Odell, head of the OB and GYN Department at University Hospital, 
addressed the Librarians at the March meeting, and later conducted a Question and 
Answer program. The next meeting of the regional group will be held on April 19 at 
Children's Hospital, Omaha. The Omaha organization will take an active part in the 
all-day meeting of the Nebraska Association of Medical Record Librarians, which will
be held May 3rd in Omaha, • •

/ ** * 1
CLARKSON ELECTION . DR. WILLIAM R. HA MSA has been chosen president of the Medical

Staff of Bishop Clarkson Hospital, Omaha, for the current 
year. Vice-president is Dr. J. Phil Redgwick, and Dr, William D. Wright, secretary- 
treasurer. New member of the executive committee for 1951 is Dr. J, Dewey Bisgard.
REFRESHER COURSE The MCH Department: of the State Health Department will con

duct a Refresher Course in OB‘and GYN, April 23-27, at Uni
versity of Nebraska College of Medicine, Omaha, according to Dr. Harold C. Lueth, 
Dean.
lr tyir3 -  4 -



OUTSTANDING EVENTS PROMISED AT * MID-WEST" SESSIONS, APRIL 11-13 J
Detailed programs will be in the mails within the next few days to acquaint 

^administrators and Board members with.the unusually fine array of talent and topics 
which will feature the Twenty-third Annual Convention of the Mid-West Hospital Asso
ciation Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, April 11-12-13, at the Municipal Auditorium 
in Kansas City, according to the promise of Hal G, Perrin, Program Committee head.

MH0W CAN WE BE PREPARED IF AND WHEN WAR COMES?” will be the main theme of the three-day conference. Leading national figures will bring vital, timely information 
on this weighty subject to the thousand or more visitors expected at the meeting.
The new convention scheme, with daily sessions from 9 to 11 a.m, and 3 to 5 p.m.,,and 
with a four-hour display of equipment and supplies new in the hospital field, froni 
11 a m to 3 p m has been acclaimed enthusiastically by hospital people and. exhibit
ors alike tending to avert as it will the previous conflicts between the educational 
and commercial phases of the convention.

SOCIAL EVENTS ALSO WILL COME IN FOR GREATER PROMINENCE DURING 
"MID-WEST WEEK” in Kansas City, with several new features arranged 
to avert an ”all-work-and-no-play" stigma for the Convention.

FIRST ENTERTAINMENT FOR CONVENT ION-GOERS will be The President's Reception, a 
•sociable informal get-together scheduled for Tuesday evening, April 10, in the 
Walnut Roomofthe Hotel President, which again is "MID-WEST” headquarters. All con
vention guests are extended a cordial invitation to mix for an hour with fellow hos
pital workers and American and Mid-West Hospital Association officers, and to enjoy 
the light lunch which will be served.

CATHOLIC NUNS WILL HAVE THEIR CHANCE "TO CEIEBRATE”, TOO, at a dinner-program 
Wednesday at 5:15 o ’clock, in the Walnut Room, for the Religious. Music and enter- 
tainment^during the dinner will be climaxed by a talk on "Our Friends in the Far 
E a s t ^ b v  Melvin Casberg, M.D., Dean of the St. Louis University School of Medicine.

/ o f  the dinner program will* be Sister M. Crescentia, O.S.F., Administrator of 
the^Creighton^Memorial St!Toseph's Hospital, Omaha, and President of the Nebraska ‘ 
Conference, Catholic Hospital Association.

MtsDTxrc your WIFE I" is President Roy Anderson’s admonition to the male members 
Of the S ^ S es? family Who usually "go solo- to conventions. So that Friend Wife 
WILL W A N T T ^  the Program Committee has arranged that Radio Station WHB will be 
hoSs^with Frank Wizards and Earl Mills, to the visiting wives Thursday at their■ .
LUNCHEON ON THE PLAZA broadcast. "Lots of Fun and Prizes for Everyone" sweetens the
Program Committee’s promise I

GRAND CLIMAX OF THE SOCIAL EVENTS will be the annual banquet, Thursday, at 
Hotel President, at which several special surprise^re in store for banqueteers,

• • THE NEBRASKA STATE BREAKFAST, Thursday morning at 7:30 o’clock, will be of par- 
ticular interest and importance this year as the new Articles of Incorporation and 
Bv Laws authorized at the 19A9 and 1950 state meetings, will be presented as a com
p e d  project by the Executive Committee. Dissolution of the state organizatiop as 
a voluntary association and transfer of existing records and funds from the old body 
to the newly incorporated unit are to be voted upon by the members.

mtTPH FOR THE PRINTED PROGRAM which should be received within the coming week, 
to read about "WARTIME WORRIES", "WHAT'S NEW AND GOOD?" and "MONEY TALKS", the main 

,tertsand their various sub-divisions, as well as the several sectional meeting 
3 ams! If you have not made hotel or other reservations or want more programs, 

W C A 2  to Mrs. Anne Walker, Exec. Secretary, 1021 McGee St., Kansas City, Mo.



HOSPITAL' CONSTRUCTION A study of sixteen hospital construction projects in- 
INTERESTINGLY DETAILED Nebraska during the period ending June 30, 1950, compiled
IN STATE’S 1950 REPORT and distributed recently by the Division of Hospitals,’

State Department of Health, disclosed information highly 
interesting to administrators and others 'engaged in or contemplating building activi
ties along health facility lines. ^

Principal value of the report, compiled by Verne A.. Bangborn, Director of th.e*^ 
Division of Hospitals, assisted by several other state agencies, is a demonstration 
by narrative report, picture and diagram of the requirements of a modern hospital.
Not only hospital construction under the Hill-Burton Act but a summary of all similar 
work on record since the close of World War II is included in the.56-page report. 
Beginning with the Boone County Community Hospital, Albion, on which bids were re
ceived September 16, 1948 and thus became Project No. Nebr.-l, the report contains in 
narrative style a description of each of the 16 projects, together with illustra
tions of architect’s, drawings, floor plans and general information, as to size, con
tent and cost.

Included also are comparative tabulations of statistics on the various pro
jects, a report on 17 other building programs and their status on June 30, a summary 
of the Nebraska hospital licensure law and a list of all the hospitals and maternity 
homes which have been licensed for operation in the state.

On the 16 projects which had received or been approved for Federal grants on 
June 30, total construction costs are given as $6,215,4-74 for a total of 586 beds, an 
average cost of $10,606.61 per bed. The hospitals range In size from 18 to 110 beds, 
with per-bed cost variations from $6,447.30 to $12,746.10. Costs per square foot are 
from $14.12 on a 33-bed building to $23.11 on a 70-bed unit, with an average cqst of 
$18.34 on a statewide basis.. Cubic,foot costs ranged from 98£ to $1.75, with a state
wide average of $1.43 on a total cubeage of 4)336,732 feet. General construction, 
equipment costs and architects’ and contingency figures were broken down in'- similar 
manner. - ' -

Of the $6,215,474 total expended or-to be expended, $1,595,713.04 was to be ;, 
provided from Federal funds and the balance by local sponsors. - \

The status report on the 17 other projects for which application had been made 
to the state agency on June 30th showed that two, Gothenburg and Rushville, had been 
withdrawn, and one, at Grand Island, covered a school of nursing project at the Saint 
Francis* Hospital, which will provide, when completed, 65 additional patient beds 
through release of facilities now occupied by nurses in the hospital structure proper. 
On six of the projects, applications were made for equipment grants only. .

The list of hospitals licensed, including state and penal institutions which 
have their own hospital facilities, numbers 131, plus 39 licensed as maternity homes.
THIRD MEDICAL ASSEMBLY The third annual Spring Medical Assembly sponsored by 
IN OMAHA, APRIL 19— 21 '"' Creighton University School of Medicine., April 19 to 21,

will bring home to Omaha Secretary of the Navy Francis P. 
Matthews, who will be the speaker at the closing banquet, which will honor the 1926 
alumni group. Dr. John E.- Courtney,' of Omaha, is chairman of the 1951 meeting, which, 
like its predecessors, will include meetings on the opening day at St. Joseph’s Hos
pital; on the second day at St. Catherine's, and the final day at Mercy Hospital, 
Council Bluffs, all of which are affiliated with the Creighton University School of 
Medicine. Guest speakers at each of the sessions will be Creighton alumni, and mem
bers of the School of Medicine faculty will join in the presentation of scientific 
papers.
700 IS STUDENT GOAL A recruitment program designed to attract 700 high school >

graduates into Nebraska's 13 schools of nursing is the goal * 
set by the Nebraska State Nurses Association, says Mrs. Charlotte Schultz, drive 
chairman.



. . . HERE OMAHA - Construction of a fourth floor on the Home for
AND THERE . » . the Aged at Immanuel Institute and Hospital, will

provide forty additional beds for invalid women, 
REV. Vernon Serenius, Director, reports. Plans for the $200,000 project now are 
being prepared and building work will begin June 1.

OMAHA - Transfer of the Pediatrics Department and Central Supply to new quarters in 
t(ie East Wing at ST. CATHERINE'S HOSPITAL leaves only the Pharmacy yet to be 

moved, Sister Mary John, R.S.M., Administrator, reports. Completion of new facili
ties for the Drug Department is expected by mid-April, after which the old Nash home, 
which housed the original St. Catherine's maternity home, in 1910, and has continued 
to serve various hospital departments, will be razed. The Maternity Department and 
Newborp Nursery now occupy the entire second floor of East Wing, the new quarters for 
the Pediatrics Department provide 24 beds for the care of children, Sister Mary John 
states. .

OMAHA - Gifts of $17,000 from the Clarkson Hospital Service League, accumulated from 
style show and Gift Shop profits, have assisted in the completion of a number 

of improvement projects during the past year, Administrator Hal G. Perrin proudly 
states. Mpst important of the Service League benefactions is the remodeling of the 
obstetrical department, including enlargement of the newborn nursery, addition of an
other labor room and enclosure of the nurses' chart station. New furnishings in a 
number of the patient rooms also were included, Current hospital improvements will 
include installation of new cafeteria equipment and furnishings, and new gas ranges 
and an eleptric oven in the kitchen. In the office, bookkeeping has been transferred 
to a mechanical system and a new admissions information device is in service. In the 
X-Ray department, a 300 m.a. Kelley-Koett is being installed and a new portable diag
nostic x-ray unit has been purchased.

NELIGH - The scarcity of structural steel and other construction materials has been 
the Cause of considerable delay in progress on the erection of the new 

Antelope Memorial Hospital, and has resulted in some changes in the original plans. 
Officers of the community organization which is sponsoring the institution are hope
ful, however, that construction work may be resumed on a full scale within the near 
future. The institution will be operated by The Sisters of St. Casimir, who also 
conduct St, Joseph's Hospital, at Osmond. Sister Stephanie has been appointed by 
Mother Josephs as Superior of the Neligh hospital.
OMAHA - Eight local Ford dealers have "chipped in" to provide a new Country Squire

station wagon as a gift to Children's Memorial Hospital. The light blue auto 
will be used to transport patients, as its principal function, but the Hospital ex
pects to find many other uses for it, Miss Grace V. Barber, R.N., Superintendent, 
says.
OMAHA- - The purchase of a new $4,000 stainless steel Hubbard type tank for treatment 

of poliomyletia victims at Douglas County Hospital has been approved by the 
Board of County Commissioners.
/ . J p • }:
OMAHA - "Pennies from Heaven" have provided a fine new Hammond Console organ for the 

Chapel and auditorium of Lutheran Hospital, filling a want and need of seve
ral years' duration, Superintendent Lillian Amgwert jubilantly reports. In addition 
to its use for religious services, Dr. Palmer Finlayson entertains members of the 
Medical Staff at their monthly meetings and patients who are able to go to the audi
torium also af® deriving much enjoyment from the beautiful instrument. Funds for 
purchase of the organ certainly were providentially provided, Miss Amgwert opines, 
coming as they did from the sale of newspapers, rags, x-ray films, bottles and va
rious other types of salvage which accumulate around a hospital.



"OF FOLKS WE KNOW . . . "  G. E. CHARLTON, M.D. was honored in a public celebra
tion on March 17th by residents of the Norfolk commu

nity on the occasion of the thirty-fifth anniversary of his appointment as superin
tendent of Norfolk State Hospital. Much progress has been noted in the care of the 
mentally ill during the 36 years the institution has been under the direction of Dr. 
Charlton, and a new 4.75-bed addition, costing approximately $1,250,000, currently is 
under construction, which wji.ll increase patient accommodations to 1,625 beds when 
completed,

LLOYD G. JENSON, a native of Fargo, N.D,, has been appointed administrator of 
the new Saunders County Community Hospital, Wahoo, which will open about June 1st.
Mr. Jenson already is on the job, directing activities preliminary to open of the new 
30-bed institution, which now is nearly completion, and has temporary offices in the 
Court House at Wahoo. After attending the U. S. Naval Academy, at Annapolis, Md.,
Mr. Jenson spent five years, in the United States Navy and holds the rank of Lieuten
ant Commander in the Naval Reserve. He received his Master in Hospital Administra
tion degree from F/ashington University, St. Louis, Mo. in 1950 and since has served 
at St. Luke’s Hospital, Fargo, N.D, and Ancker Hospital, S,t. Paul, Minn.

UNCLE SAM may be breathing down the neck of' several former service men who now 
are in the hospital administrative field on Nebraska. DR. HAROLD C. LUETH, Dean*of 
the University of Nebraska Medical College and Hospital, has just returned from a two 
veeks’ tour of duty with the Fifth Army Headquarters, in the Chicago area, while his 
aide, JAMES G. CARR, JR., assistant superintendent of University Hospital, was at 
Fitzsimmons Hospital, Denver, February 14-28, on a reindoctrination assignment in the 
Medical Administrative Corps of the U. S. Army, with which he saw several years of 
service during World War II.

SISTER M. CRESCENTIA, O.S.F., R.N., F.A.C.H.A., Administrator, and SISTER M. 
0D0LINA, O.S.F., R.N., Surgical Supervisor, Creighton Memorial St. Joseph’s Hospital, 
Omaha, accompanied by SISTER M. FRANCISCA, O.S.F., R.N., Obstetrical Supervisor, St. 
Elizabeth's Hospital, Lincoln, attended the Workshop on Hospital Problems of the 
Catholic Hospital Association of the U. S. and Canada, January 18-20, at Hotel 
Stevens, Chicago. They also were present at the third annual conference of regional 
delegates which followed the three-day workshop session.

HORACE K. GIFFEN, M.D. has been appointed as Pathologist at Immanuel Hospital, 
Omaha, succeeding Dr. Plinney Allen, who has resigned and moved to New England. An
nouncement of Dr. Giffen’s selection was made by REV. VERNON SERENIUS, Director of 
Immanuel Institute and Deaconess Home. A native of Burchard, Nebr., Dr. Giffen gra
duated in 1926 from Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio and interned at the 
Cleveland City Hospital. After studying tropical medicine in London, England and re
ceiving his diploma there, and further study at the American University, of Cairo, 
Egypt, Dr. Giffen practiced general medicine and surgery at the Mission Hospital, at 
Assint, Egypt, from 1929 to 1939, when he returned to the United States to study 
pathology under Dr. H. T. Karsner at Western Reserve University, where he remained as 
an instructor until 1945, also serving as a pathologist at Lakewood Hospital. Since 
then he had been pathologist in several Youngstown, Ohio hospitals. A Fellow of the 
American Society of Clinical Pathologists, Dr. Giffen also is a member of various 
other professional organizations and the American Hospital Association.

M, R. BAKER is the new manager of the Phebus Surgical Company, which has been 
sold by Mrs. Vie Phebus Reeder to the Standard Chemical Co., Des Moines, Iowa. The 
Omaha store will continue to operate under the Phebus name as a division of the Iowa 
parent firm. Mrs. Reeder and all' other personnel will remain, Mr. Baker states. Mr. 
Baker has moved his family to Omaha from Des Moines for residence.

DR. FREDERICK BLUMMER, 72, Nebraska physician for more than 50 years, died 
March 5 in Lincoln, where he had practiced since 1908; A native of Salem, Nebr., Dr. 
Blummer had practiced in Cook and Brownville before moving to Lincoln.

_ J



SISTER M. GETULIA, O.S.F., R.N. has been appointed Superior and Superintendent 
of GOOD SAMARITAN HOSPITAL, Kearney, by Ven. Mother M. Reginalda, O.S.F., Provincial 
Superior of The Poor Sisters of St. Francis Seraph, Western Province, Denver. Sister 
Getulia, who formerly wasr surgical supervisor at St. Anthony Hospital, Denver, suc
ceeds SISTER M. SIEGBfeRTA, O.S.F., R.N., whose death occured suddenly on December 

v22nd, an hour after she had concluded her annual Christmas party for employes of the 
institution. A member of the Franciscan order for 55 years, Sister Siegberta had 
previously served as Superior of St. Mary's Hospital, Columbus, and St. Francis Hos
pital, Grand Island, in addition to duties at St. Joseph’s, Omaha.

GERALD F. CLARK, a lifetime resident of Omaha, has been appointed,office mana
ger and accountant of Children’s Memorial Hospital, Omaha, MISS GRACE V. BARBER, R.N., 
Administrator, has announced. Mr. Clark previously had served as accountant at St. 
Joseph’s Hospital, Omaha.

FOUR MORE APPOINTMENTS to the Medical Staff of Veterans Hospital, Omaha, have 
been made by DR. J. J. TYSON, Manager. DR. HYMAN J. ZIMMERMAN, graduate of the Stan
ford University School of Medicine and an Army major during World War II, has been 
named chief of the medical service, coming from a post as assistant chief at the V.
A. Hospital, Washington, D. C. Ward surgeon appointments include DR. FRANCIS A. 
BULAWA and DR, EDWARD K. CONNORS. Dr. Bulawa is a graduate of Creighton University
School of Medicine and a former lieutenant in the Navy who, for the past year, has-
been ward surgeon at the V. A. hospital, Bay Pines, Fla. Dr. Connors graduated from 
the Northwestern University Medical School an4 was a captain in the Army Medical 
Corps, overseas, during World War II. He served at the Veterans Hospital, Dwight, 
111., before his assignment to the Omaha institution. DR. WALTER M. GYSIN has been 
named chief of the neuro-psychiatric service. Born in Berlin, Germany, Doctor Gysin 
practiced in Omaha from 194.0 to 194-6 and was a member of the University of Nebraska 
College of Medicine. He joined the Veterans Administration in 194-7 and since has 
been assigned at Fort Lyon, Colo.

REV. HENRY W. LINN, S.J., who has been stationed at Creighton University, Omaha, 
since 1938, has been named as Executive Assistant to the President, the Very Rev.
Carl M. Reinert, S.J. Father Linn has served since 194-6 as director of the Univer
sity’s expansion and development plan, in which capacity he has traveled from coast
to coast and border to border in the United States to visit alumni as individuals and 
in groups to raise funds for Creighton's endowment and construction program. The 
campaign, largely through personal solicitation, thus far has produced more than a 
million dollars in gifts and pledges, and Father Linn now hopefully has started well 
on his goal toward another million, the ultimate objective being the construction of 
a new and larger structure for the Creighton University School of Medicine, Father 
Linn also is director of Public Relations at the University,

MRS. ALICE FOLDA HIGGINS, President of the Nebraska Dietetic. Association, has- 
resigned her position as administrative dietitian at University Hospital, Omaha, fol
lowing her marriage on February 1 to John Higgins, Jr., of Howells, Nebr. The' couple 
is residing on a farm near Howells. Mrs. Higgins will continue her office as head of 
the state dietitians' organization.

DRS. T. T. HARRIS And CHESTER A. WATERS, SR., who have retired from the staff 
of Clarkson Hospital, Omaha, were guests at a dinner in their honor January 24. Dr. 
Harris had instituted the X-ray department in 1924 and retired after ,26 years on the 
Clarkson Staff. He graduated from the Creighton University School of Medicine in- 
1910. Dr. Waters, a graduate of Cornell, joined the Staff in 1918, and had served as 
a professor of surgery at the University of Nebraska Medical College,

DELBERT C. MESSNER, of Central City, Neb., has been named Business Mana
ger of the 40-bed Nebraska University Psychiatric Unit, at Douglas County Hospital, 
Omaha, DR. HAROLD C. LUETH has announced. Mr. Messner for five years was business 
manager and treasurer of Group Health Association, Washington, D. C.
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HOSPITAL CHANGES NAME AND ’’GOES ALL WESTERN” IN UNIQUE STYLE

"Yes, Sir, Mr. Valentine is registered. You will find him bunking at

' * .• • ' : -
J  p  DUCK BAR ‘ J r - 
J  qtj RANCH Mr. & Mrs* L.: Gv Heel ^

"And Mrs. Cherry? Yes, she is here, right over on Dry Creek Trail,

1  V  
i  a• < • ■- - r-—--—r

• • «£*
GORDON'VALLEY RANCH , . f  
P. H., and Stella Young ^  

--------- -------------------— ----- :------:----- -— «
No longer will Mr. Valentine or Mrs. Cherry be spoken of as the patient in 

’’Room 115 - Bed 2" or ’’Ward A - Bed 6”, as so often becomes the hospital guest’s 
designation during his sojourn in the average institution — ■

■— For, you see, SANDHILLS GENERAL HOSPITAL, a modern, fireproof 25-bed institu
tion at Valentine, Nebraska is the modern development in an expansion program begun 
in 194.8 by popular and energetic Eva Tyler at Valentine General Hospital, a name that 
now has become passd in a well-planned public relations program'which has all the 
ranchers and other residents of Cherry County a-talkin’ and a-givin1'.

Eighteen years in hospital management in her home town have given Mrs. Tyler 
some pretty firmly established convictions in the care of the sick, who come to her 
from a hundred miles or more away, over rough and sometinids disappearing Sand Hills 
roads that trail off into the horizon in this cattle raisers’ paradise which dwarfs 
all of Nebraska's 9 2 'other counties* Personal interest in*her patients is the key
note of this comely widow’s success as a hospital administrator, and the interest 
which residents of her native county have displayed in rejecting a public bond issue 
and Federal funds for a new community hospital in favor of private loans and dona
tions to Mrs. Tyler bespeaks the keen friendship developed over nearly a score of 
years spent in caring for her sick neighbors. * :

' . ' ' - - .. * ." * ' * ’ * : ;'**■> V . .=
The idea of designating rooms by*the ranch and brand of the donors was origi

nated by two prominent ranchers of the county, Charles S. Reece, Sr., pioneer cattle 
man and legislator who served as chairman of the finance committee, and Don Hanna, 
Sponsors have vied for the privilege of furnishing the patient rooms and others are 
planning to furnish service rooms in.the new hospital which, like all current new 
projects, is awaiting impatiently the arrival of furnishings on order for many months.

The donor room plaques being placed over the doors are of burned wood in natu
ral finish, the panels being 22x3" in size. An ex-cow puncher, who suffered the mis
fortune of an infection necessitating a leg amputation following an injury, is making 
the plaques and incorporating the ranch brands which are familiar signs to all resi
dents of- the countryside.

Meanwhile, ’the owner and manager of "Eva’s Hospital," as the institution fre
quently is called, continues to devote 14. hours daily, seven days a week, to the care 
of her patients from scattered areas, as well as to the business management of her 
busy and growing institution which is a member of the Nebraska Hospital Association, 
the American Hospital Association and the Nebraska Blue Cross Plan. Of the latter 
organization Mrs. Tyler has been an ardent promoter in the far-flung reaches of 
Cherry County's sprawling, sandy acres from which come some of the state’s finest 
beef cattle. Keep up the grand work, Eva!;

-ID-



WITH THE BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD PUNS IN NEBRASKA

Arthur L. Coad, President of the Packers National Bank, Omaha, was re-elected 
President of the Associated Hospital Service of Nebraska at the annual meeting, Janu
ary 22, 1951, at which officers and members received reports of continued progress in 
the development of the BLUE CROSS PLAN throughout the state.

Rev, B, 0, Lyle, Superintendent, Nebraska Methodist Hospital, Omaha, again was 
named Vice-President; Joseph 0. Burger, treasurer and assistant executive director, 
and J; H, Pfeiffer, secretary. Elected to the Executive Committee for 1951 were:
Lyle V. Barnes, Francis J, Bath, J. 0. Burger, Arthur L. Coad, Frank C, Heinisch, Dr,
E. J, Kirk, Harry A. Jacobberger, Rev. B. 0. Lyle, Leslie E. Martin, Dr. Arthur J. 
Offerman and J. H, Pfeiffer, Elected to the Board of Directors for three-year terms 
were Arthur L. Coad, Sister M. Crescentia, O.S.F., Frank C. Heinisch, Dr. J. Jay 
Keegan, J. H, Pfeiffer and Dr, Philip Sher, of Omaha, and Dr. Mason Lathrop, Wahoo.

' ' / I .J; , \ 4 , , v. . '■-,;U- ,..
Reports for 1950 indicated gross income of $1,736,111.49, an increase of 

$4-22,700 over the previous year. Expenditure of $1,692,804..66 included $1,4-53,674- 
paid in benefits on hospital claims for services to 27,355 members who received a 
total of 149,237 days of Care, Average hospital stay was 5,SI days; average cost per 
day was $9.69, Female members accounted for two-thirds of the hospital admissions 
and costs, 18,067 receive care as compared with 9,288 male patients. A thousand more 
maternity cases were reported in 1950 than in 1949, there being 3,94-0 last year com
pared with 2,917 the previous year, Costs for 25,873 days of maternity care totaled 
$24.6 ,734-.6 8, Maternity service accounted for 19.95# of all care rendered members, 
Claims payment took 87.18# of the income dollar and operating costs, 10,32#. Member
ship at year’s end was 183,014, compared with 146,875 on December 31, 1949*

Benefits for members exceeded fifty thousand dollars to eight hospitals in 
Nebraska, including: Bryan Memorial, Lincoln, $55,239; Immanuel, Omaha, $64,790; 
Lincoln General, $70,645; Methodist, Omaha, $77,354$ Clarkson, Omaha, $82,242; St. 
Catherine’s, Omaha, $87,391$ St, Elizabeth, Lincoln, $93,450 and St. Joseph’s, Oma^a, 
$161,754, A ninth, West Nebraska Methodist, Scottsbluff, was paid $49,460, while 
payment to 107 other Nebraska institutions ranged downward to $50.44,

Hospital claims paid in January and February, 1951, totaled $274,045.
i' ‘ ' iCOLLEGE O.K.’S SAME The same 27 Nebraska hospitals which have won American

NEBRASKA HOSPITALS College of Surgeons approval during the past several years
appear on the 1950 list, issued in January. ” Two institu

tions, Lutheran, at Norfolk, and Winnebago Indian Hospital, Winnebago, continue on; 
the provisionally approved list.
INTERNE APPOINTMENTS Twenty-nine graduates with the Class of 1951, University of

Nebraska College of Medicine, will remain in Omaha hospi
tals for their interneships, Dean Harold C. Lueth reports in his survey of the 79 
interneship appointments. Twelve of the graduates will serve at University Hospital, 
seven at Clarkson Hospital, six at Methodist and four at Immanuel. Six others will 
go to Miller Hospital, St. Paul, Minnesota while the remainder will scatter across 
the country.
PERSONNEL PRACTICES A current survey of personnel practices in member institu-
H0SPITAL SURVEY GOAL tions of the Omaha Area Hospital Council is under way and

James G. Carr, Jr., Committee Chairman, hopes that ques
tionnaires will be returned in time for summarization before the meeting planned in 
Kansas City, Mo, on April 12, during the Mid-West Hospital Association convention. A 
special meeting of the Omaha Council has been called Thursday, April 19, at the 
Clarkson Hospital, Omaha, by Sister Mary Kevin, R.S.M,, President, to review facts 
disclosed by the survey. 4 gift of $100 to the Omaha Fire Department to assist in 
meeting the cost of the booklet, {’Hospital Plan in Case of Fire," has been voted,
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ST. JOSEPH’S PSYCHIATRIG -Dedication ceremonies for the new 14.0-bed addition for 
UNIT DEDICATION IS HEID the care of the mentally ill at Creighton Memorial St.

' * Joseph’s Hospital, known as "Our Lady of Victory" Unit, 
took place on March 4., with Most Rev, Gerald T. Bergan, S.T.D., Archbishop of Omaha, 
officiating. Archbishop Bergan was assisted by Most Rev. Louis B. Kucera, Bishop of 
Lincoln, and Most Rev. Edward J. Hunkeler, Bishop of Grand Island. Addresses were 
given by Everett W. . Jones, of ’!MODERN HOSPITAL", Chicago; Ralph,E. Svoboda, .attorney, 
Omaha; Dr. Frank R. Ryder, Director, State Board of Health, and by Drs. Adolph Sachs,. 
Charles McMartin and Frank R. Barta, of the Medical Staff. .Speaking for the Sisters 
of Saint Francis were Mother M. Reginalds, Provincial Superior, Denver, and Sister M. 
Grescentia, O.S.F., R.N., Administrator of St. Joseph’.s,.

Nearly four thousand people inspected the beautiful new six-story structure 
during the day, and marveled dt the wealth of facilities which have been provided for 
the care of the mentally ill. The new structure has a floor area of approximately 
two acres, increasing the total floor area of the. institution to 8-g- acres. Included 
are a gymnasium-auditorium, 72x120 feet in. size; a chapel, 20x40 feet; a beauty par
lor-barber shop; a complete occupational therapy department and much special diag
nostic equipment, including electroencephalograpy .units. The gymnasium will provide 
sports, including basketball, volley ball and tennis for patients and student nurses; 
a stage with counterweighted and flameproof scenery, and disappearing footlights.

The transfer of patients from the old structure to "Our Lady of Victory" took 
place on March 20, and two floors now are in full operation, with others scheduled 
to be opened during the next 30 days. Construction of an addition to the boiler 
house, laundry and kitchen will start April 1, Sister M. Crescentia states, and the 
Sisters hope to bring their full construction program to a conclusion during the cur
rent year. Total cost will reach approximately $2,500,000, the Sisters report.

HE WMF MEDICAL SCHOOLS The number of medical schools in the United States has
decreased from'160, in 1905, to 79 in 1951, accounting 

the great shortage in doctors over the country, Rev. Michael I. English, S.J., 
regent of the Loyola University School of Medicine, Chicago, stated in an address, 
March 14., in Omaha. Father English said that of the 79 existing schools, which now 
produce 6 ,000 doctors annually, 40 are privately operated and wish to retain their 
identity as private institutions. Nebraska leads the nation in its perfect balance 
between private and publicly-owned medical institutions; this should be maintained 
everywhere, the priest declared.
DR. DOLEZAL DIES CHARLES T. DOLEZAL, M.D., assistant director of the American

Hospital Association, died March 19, in Chicago. He was 51 
years of age and had been assistant director and secretary of the Council on Profes
sional Practice of the A.R.A. for the past three years.

POTENT ADVICE "A girl wearing a size 18 dress should not eat a size 44- meal I"
declares Dr. Ruth M. Leverton, of the University of Nebraska 

faculty, who recently completed a 54--day weight reduction project among 13 college 
girls who reported a total loss in weight of pounds during the experiment. The
students, ranging from 17 to 62$ overweight, lose an average of 2-g- pounds per week on 
a 1,200 calorie diet.
NEW P. N. COURSE The Vocational Education Department of the Omaha Public School^

in cooperation with Omaha hospitals, will offer a one-year 
course in practical nursing training, starting April 2 , with enrollment limited to 30 
students. Omaha residents, between 17 and 50 years of age, may enroll. The course 
will include 600 hours of school instruction at Technical High School. The final 24. 
weeks will be devoted principally to hospital duty, for which students will be paid 
by the institution in which they take this portion of their training.

"ALWAYS DO RIGHT - THIS WILL GRATIFY A FEW AND WILL ASTONISH A LOT!"
—  MARK TWAIN.-  12 -



NURSES1 POLICIES POSE MORE HEADACHES 
FOR ALREADY PERPLEXED HOSPITAL HEADS

Nebraska hospital heads and Boards, 
deeply concerned by mounting resistance 
of patients to periodic rate increases to 
offset steadily advancing operating costs 
since the onset of the Korean war, last 
June, have further cause for worry in the 
public announcement on April 24 that the 
Nebraska State Nurses Association, Gene
ral Duty Section, had voted a new minimal 
salary goal of $215 per month, along with 
other changes, effective June 1st,

The assistant head nurse salary 
schedules sought, starting at $230, and 
for head nurses $240 per month, are $15 
a month higher than pay minimums asked of 
hospitals a year ago. Overtime pay of 
$1.40 per hour, after 40 hours, is a new 
provision in the nurses* policy.

First notice of the contemplated 
increased minimal salary schedule, and of 
the adoption of other new features, was 
made known in a letter written April 12 
to Eugene J. Saxton, President of the 
Nebraska Hospital Association. State 
officers thus learned of adoption of the 
revised standards, and of an invitation 
for a discussion of the new policies with 
the Executive Committee or a special NHA 
committee, with the added request that 
suoh meeting be held before April 20, if 
at all possible. "You may set the time 
and place," the letter from Mrs. Maxine 
Stahn, R.N., Chairman, General Duty Sec
tion, concluded.

President Saxton, upon returning to 
Fremont from the "Mid-West" meeting in 
Kansas City, replied on April 14, that as 
the revision of standards already had be
come an accomplished fact and had been ap
proved by the Board of Directors April 11, 
it seemed difficult to conjecture what a 
discussion might accomplish now. His let- 

(Turn to Page 2, Column l)

"MOUNTAIN TO MOHAMMED" TRANSITION *51 
HOSPITAL CARAVAN OBJECTIVE, MAY 22-25

Reversing the usual procedure of 
things, officers of the Nebraska Hospital 
Association next week will take to the 
highways and by-ways to meet within their 
own immediate localities the membership 
of the state organization, as the third 
annual Hospital Caravan goes on tour.

Also departing from usual custom, 
no stereotyped program has been arranged. 
Instead, meeting-goers will find programs 
tailored to their own community problems 
by the Local Committee, supplemented by 
extemporaneous contributions of AHA and 
State Association officers on topics of 
general interest, or by offering advice 
for possible solution of local problems.

Sectional meetings scheduled are: 
May 22 - SCOTTSBLUFF, F. Veeder. Chrman 
May 23 - NORTH PLATTE. F, Grady, "
May 24 - GRAND ISLAND. J Hurley, "
May 25 - NORFOLK. Edith Wilcox, "

AHA representative making the full 
tour will be Miss Helen V. Pruitt, Direc
tor of Bacon Memorial Library, who will 
bring messages on several subjects of in
terest to Nebraska’s hospital leaders. 
State officers who will attend several of 
the sectional meetings include: 

SCOTTSBLUFF: James G. Carr, Jr.
Harold J. Hamilton, Donald W. Duncan.

NORTH PLATTE: Dr. Harold C. Lueth, 
Messrs. Carr, Hamilton and Duncan,

GRAND ISLAND: Sister M. Mechtildis, RN 
Hal Perrin, D. W. Duncan, T. J. McGinty.

NORFOLK: Eugene J. Saxton, Rev. Bret 0. 
Lyle, Paul G. Finnman, T, J. McGinty.

Topics sure to oome up for discus
sion are the general duty nurse personnel 
policy changes, enforcement of Compensa-? 
tion Court rulings on hospital fees, and 
current hospital economic trends.

COME ONE* COME ALL*

O f f i c i a l  P u b  I i c a t i o n o f  t h e  N e b r a s k a  H o s p i t a  1 A s s  em bl y

Ito&Htal jSetoS
VOLUME XI

Editor: FRANCIS J. BATH - CreiSk  on Memorial St. Josepks Hospital, Omaka
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NURSES* POLICIES (Continued from Pago l)

ter concluded, however: "The Executive 
Committee of the Nebraska Hospital Associ
ation will meet April 19th and I will pre
sent your letter for consideration."

At the Executive Committee meeting, 
a Committee composed of Dr. Harold Lueth, 
Hal G. Perrin and Francis J. Bath was ap
pointed to meet, with President Saxton, a 
Committee of the General Duty Section. 
Because of the required presence of Dr. 
Lueth at a conference in Lincoln April 19, 
the meeting of the two committees was sug
gested for April 25. When Mr. Saxton in
formed Mrs. Catherine Gehrman, R N., NSNA 
Executive Director, that circumstances 
prevented a meeting April 19, he was told 
it would be impractical to bring NSNA com
mittee members back to Omaha on April 25 
and that, upon advice of NSNA legal coun
sel, the newly adopted standards would be 
released to the press, and published in 
the June issue of NEBRASKA NURSE.

The Executive Committee of NHA is 
unanimous in its belief that the present 
personnel policies, in effect since June 
1, 1950, should be maintained until the 
General Duty Section agrees to meet with 
an equal number of representatives of NHA 
for a further discussion of the proposed 
minimum standards revision. This attitude 
is outlined in a letter currently going to 
NHA members, and an expression of agree
ment or disagreement requested.

Members who thus far have oxpressod 
an opinion are perturbed by the fact that 
at no time has a minimal policy schedule 
of the NSNA had time to become effective 
fully, the annual upward revisions tending 
to invalidate previous schedules which re
quire 3 years to become fully operative.

Members will be advised of results 
of the straw vote and of further discus
sions on the subject, if any, with the 
NSNA. Members are requested to return 
their reply cards, together with any de
sired additional comment, by return mail.

The topic will be discussed at the 
forthcoming series of sectional hospital 
meetings, May 22-25, in Scottsbluff, North 
Platte, Grand Island and Norfolk. If you 
cannot attond one of these meetings, send 
your opinions promptly to your officers as 
a guide in their further deliberations.

MORE HOSPITALS FORCED 
TO RAISE PATIENT FEES

Four additional Nebraska hospitals, 
two of which had "hewn to the line" on 
patient charges since 1948, have bowed 
under the keen edge of the economic swor 
and announced new fee schedules in May.

Out-state, increases of $1 per day 
on all types of room accommodations are 
effective May 15 at Mennonite Deaconess 
Home and Hospital, Beatrice. New rates 
in words of 3 or more beds are $6 a day; 
semi-private, $7.00, and private rooms,
$8 50 to $9,50 per day, Adjustments in 
operating room and anesthesia charges 
also have been placed into effect.

At Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, 
Norfolk, a broadening in the spread of 
room rates has been permitted through 
the availability of a greater variety 
of accommodations provided by the new 
hospital structure, opened last Fall. 
Wards of 3 or more beds now are priced at 
$5.50 and $6.50 per dayj two-beds at $6.0( 
and $7.00 and private rooms from $7.00 to 
$10 a day.

In Omaha, increases of $1 per day 
on all types of accommodations became 
effective May 1st at St. Joseph*s and St. 
Catherines hospitals. Wards of four 
beds now are priced at $7.50 per day; 
3-beds, $8.00i 2-beds, $9.00 and $9.50, 
and private rocms, $11.00 to $21 at the 
former institution, and $11 to $35, for 
2-room suites, at St. Catherine’s. Some 
few adjustments on special service fees 
also were announced by the Omahans.

Hospital administrators are hopeful 
that with the reimposition of the price 
ceilings by governmental decree, some 
leveling off in costs may result, thus 
making further advances unnecessary.

COMPENSATION COURT WARNING
Judge 0. M. Olsen, of the Nebraska 

Workmen’s Compensation Court, has sent 
letters to several hospital heads that 
the Court henceforth will strictly en
force the ruling that where a hospital 
schedules more than one price for same 
services, only the lesser is recognized.

FOR YOUR FALL CALENDAR ’
NEBRASKA HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION MEETING 
THURSDAY AND FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15-16 

HOTEL FONTENELLE, OMAHA



DR. LUETH CHOSEN AS Nebraska’s delegation to the twenty-third annual con-
" MID-WEST" HEAD FOR vention of the Mid‘-We&fe".Hospital Association, 79
1952; RECORD THRONG strong, came into its own again with the selection of

Dr. Harold C. Lueth, of Omaha, Dean of the University 
of Nebraska Medical College, as President-Elect of the seven-state organization.
Dr. Lueth will take office at the 1952 meeting, scheduled for April 23-24-25 at 
Municipal Auditorium, Kansas City, and will become the second Nebraskan to head 
the Mid-West group. Francis J, Bath, Business Manager, Creighton Memorial St, 
Joseph’s Hospital, Omaha, served as President in 194&-7.

Singing the praises of the radically revamped convention procedure which 
was inaugurated this year, hospital administrators and exhibitors alike heralded 
the non-competitive program-show arrangements as the greatest step forward in 
the history of the "Mid-West" and predicted even greater progress in the future 
as a result of the extensive improvements noted in the 1951 gathering. With^ 
program sessions running from 9 to 11 a.m. and 3 to 5 p.m., and with the exhibits 
open only between eleven and three o ’clock, general and sectional meetings attract* 
'ed record-breaking throngs, a condition also reflected in the crowds constantly 
in attendance at the 124 commercial and educational booths which circled the main 
arena floor,

Nebraskans who participated in the three-days’ program included Sister 
Mary Crescentia, O.S.F., R.N., who served as chairman of the dinner Wednesday 
evening which honored the religious who were in attendance at the conference.
The speaker at this special event for the Sisters was Dr, Melvin E. Casberg, Dean 
of the St. Louis University School of Medicine who, in his own words, spoke 
"through the eyes of the Oriental" in his address on "Our Responsibilities to 
the Far East," Born in India, Dr. Casberg spent the first 15 years of his life 
in the Orient and later returned to the far eastern country as a medical missionary; 
Also on the program were Nebraskans Hal G, Perrin, administrator of Clarkson Hos
pital, Omaha5 the Rev, Gerald H. Fitzgibbon, S.J., Administrative Dean of the 
Creighton University Schools of Nursing (St. Joseph’s, St. Catherine’s, Omaha, 
and Mercy, Council Bluffs) and Walter F. Downey, hospital inspector of the Omaha 
Fire Department.

Kenneth A. Wallace, Administrator of the University of Oklahoma Hospitalf 
Oklahoma City, was inducted as President at brief ceremonies during the program 
of the annual banquet, Thursday evening at which George Bugbee, Executive Director 
of the American Hospital Association, Chicago, presented Roy R, Anderson, Admin
istrator, Presbyterian Hospital, Denver, the retiring president, with a bronze 
plaque in recognition of his services during the past year. The banquet program 
proved an outstanding social gathering, the usual addresses having been dispensed 
with and the evening devoted to friendly intermingling which was climaxed by a 
splendid entertainment of music and comedy. Past Presidents of the Mid-West and 
the Presidents of the state associations comprising the Mid-West group were 
honored at special tables "in the limelight" before the head table.

The President’s Reception, a pre-convention innovation Tuesday evening, 
proved a delightful event which should grow in popularity in future years.

Hal G. Perrin, Administrator, Clarkson Hospital, Omaha, was elected fo:r 
a three-year term to the Board of Trustees from Nebraska. Others newly elected
are:

First Vice President - Dr. David Littauer, Admr., Menorah Hospital, K.C., Mo.
Second Vice-President - Carl Lamley, Director, Stormont-Vail Hospital, Topeka
Treasurer - R. L. Lqy, Business Manager, Mercy Hospital, Oklahoma City
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Nebraskans registered at the convention included:

AINSWORTH - Leslie Smith, Administrator, Ainsworth Clinic Hospital 
ALBION - Miss Betty Welin, R, N., Superintendent, Boone County Hospital*
BEATRICE - J. G. Kitzelman, Administrator; Mary Schmits, Supt. of Nurses:

Alene Voss, R.N., Ruth McMurray, Lutheran Hospital* Rev. C.F. Schaffnit 
Exec. Director. Edmund Zehr, Admr.; Gustav Janzen, Trustee; Lois Kuhns, 
Supt. Nurses; Sister Lizzie Graber, Sister Lena Heer, Supervisors;
Emily Trahart, Auxiliary, Mennonite Hospital.

COLUMBUS - Sister M, Erharda, O.S.F., R.N., Supt.; Sister M. Vitalis, O.S.F., R.N.# 
St. Mary's. Hedwig Bokelmann, Supt.; Helen Bokelmann, X-Ray,Lutheran. 

CRETE - Fred C. Mildrexler, Administrator; Municipal Hospital.
FALLS CITY - Sister Mary Owen, Supt.; Sister Mary Anita, X-Ray Tech,; Sister Ada,

R.N., Sister Ann Gertrude, R.N., Our Lady of Perpetual Help.
FREMONT - Eugene J. Saxton, Administrator, Dodge County Community Hospital. 
GOTHERBURG - Muriel Vanderslice, Admr,; Jannette Vanderslice, R.N., Memorial Hosp, 
GRAND ISLAND - Sister M. Mechtildis, O.S.F,, R.N,, Supt.; Sister M. Gerharda,O.S.Ft 

R.N,, Supt. Nurses; Sister M. Frances Ann, O.R. Supv,; Sister M, Justa, 
O.S.F., R.N.; John G. Hurley, Business Manager, St. Francis Hospital.
J. Ralston Wells, Manager, Veterans Administration Hospital.

HOLDREGE - Harold J. Hamilton, Administrator, Brewster Hospital.
LINCOLN - Sister M. Anne Francis, O.S.F., R.N., Supt, Nurses; Sister M. Claritas, 

O.S.F., Personnel Director, ST. ELIZABETH'S. Edwin C. McDade, D.D., 
Supt., Eunice Munn, M.R.L.; Josephine Wittmann, Central Supply;
Mrs. Melvin Ford, R.N., O.R. Supv., BRYAN MEMORIAL. T. J. McGinty, Admr., 
Verna Resseguie, R.R.L., LINCOLN GENERAL, Dr, Sam I. Fuenning, Director, 
Univ. of Nebr. Student Health Center. Verne A. Pangborn, Director, 
Divison of Hospitals, State Health Dept,

LOUP CITY - Sister Mary Evarist, Admr.; Sr, Mary Edwardine, R, N,, Sacred Heart.
MC COOK - Frank J, Mulvey, Business Manager, St, Catherine of Sienna Hospital, 
NORFOLK - Mrs. Edith Wilcox, Administrator, Lutheran Hospital.
OMAHA - Sister M, Crescentia, O.S.F., R.N,, Admr.; Sister M. Antonette, R.N,, B.;S.

Francis J. Bath, Business Manager, ST. JOSEPH'S. Hal G. Perrin, Admin
istrator; E. C. Bowerman, Controller; Horace E, Beaver, Gertrude Beaver, 
Central Supply; James Googe, Adm. Resident; Lena Wendell, R. N., Supv. 
CLARKSON. Josephine Dorsey, R, N., Supt., DOCTORS; Sister Olive Cullen- 
berg, Admr.; Paul G. Finnman, Business Manager, IMMANUEL. Rev. B.O. Lyle, 
Supt., METHODIST, Sister Mary Kevin, R.S.M.; R.N., Supt. Nurses; Sister 
Mary Loraine, R.S.M., R.N., Asst. Director, ST. CATHERINE'S. James G. 
Carr, Jr., Asst. Supt.; R. B. Saxon, Operating Supt,; Herschel Nuss,
Bus. Mgr.; Delbert C. Mesner, Asst. Bus. Mgr., UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA 
HOSPITAL, Frank Latenser, James Latenser, Architects. Zelda Nelson,
Asst. Exec. Dir., Nebr, State Nurses' Assn.

OSCEOLA - Sister Norbertine, Admr.; Sister Annette, R.N., St, Francis Hospital. 
SUPERIOR - Marie R. Hartel, Administrator, Brodstone Memorial Hospital.
TILDEN - M. E. Heitmeier, Administrator, Community Hospital.
VALENTINE - Mrs. Eva Tyler, Administrator, Sandhills General Hospital.
WAHOO - Lloyd G. Jenson, Administrator, Saunders County Community Hospital. 
WAKEFIELD - Miss Phoebe Ring, Superintendent, Community Hospital.
WEST POINT - Sister Frances Marie, Supt.; Sister Mary Michael, Supr., Memorial Hoep. 
YORK - Miss Cecelia K. Meister, R.N., Administrator, York General Hospital.

PERSONNEL SURVEY Tho results of a study on personnel practices of institu-
IS COUNCIL TOPIC tions in the Omaha Area Hospital Council was the subject

of a most enlightening discussion at the April meeting of 
the group, at Clarkson Hospital, Omaha, on April 19. The survey covered salary 
schedules, vacation and sick leave allowances, work week practices and other in
formation on personnel problems. The Committee, headed by James G. Carr, University
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Hospital, was asked to continue its studies and to endeavor to formulate recommends* 
tions for uniform policies for member institutions,

A report of activities of the Committee on Hospital Civil Defense was 
made by Dr. Harold C, Lueth, Chairman, and Joseph Oelwine, of the Omaha-Douglas 

k County Health Department, discussed a recent survey of Omaha hospital dietary 
departments by his office. Sixtoen institutions were represented at the April 
meeting, which was followed by a tour of the recently completed central supply 
project at Clarkson.

The May meeting program at Hattie B. Munroe Home for Crippled Children, 
on the 17th, will include a further discussion on Hospital personnel problems; a 
report on the National Hospital Day observance and a resume* of legislative actions.

FREE "TAG DAY" NOVEL A pleasing departure from the usual "Buy-aTag, Mister!"
HOSPITAL DAY FEATURE week-end in Omaha, Council Bluffs, Lincoln and Fremont

was the second annual "FREE TAG DAY" staged Saturday,
May 12, by the Omaha Area Hospital Council to call public attention to the country
wide observance of NATIONAL HOSPITAL DAY.

Ten thousand tags, in the form of a blue cross and imprinted also in 
blue, were distributed on bu^r street corners in the business districts of the four 
cities by smiling, white-uniformed students from the eleven schools of nursing in 
the Area. Astonished citizens smiled back and expressed appreciation of the novel 
idea of free lapel tags which bore the inscription:

"DEDICATED TO HEALTH - OMAHA AREA HOSPITAL COUNCIL - HOSPITAL DAY, MAY 12*’

Similar tags were distributed to patients in the seventeen hospitals 
which are members of the Omaha Area Hospital Council, with the blue and white 
messages of NATIONAL HOSPITAL DAY greeting the ill guests on their breakfast trays. 
The novel feature was made possible through the cooperation of the Nebraska Blue 
Cross-Blue Shield Plans and the Councils Hospital Day committee, headed by Mrs. 
Branche Graham, of Lutheran Hospital, Omaha. The names of momber institutions 
appeared on the reverse side of the attractive tag.

An innovation of the 1951 NATIONAL HOSPITAL DAY observance was a mass in
vitation extended to pupils of the fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth grades of pub
lic and parochial schools to attend "open house" at the hospital of their choice, 
and to view some of the specialized departments which compose the general hospital 
structure. Many of the children were accompanied by their teachers and they marvel
ed at the vast amount of complex equipment required to provide a well-rounded hos
pital organization,

"National Hospital Day" transcriptions wore broadcast on Stations WOW, KOWH, KBON, 
KOLN.

TECHNOLOGISTS ELECT Sixty specialists in clinical laboratory procedures were
in attendance at the annual two-day session of the Nebraska 

Society of Medical Technologists, in Omaha, May U and 5. Miss Doris Dovol, techni
cian at Lincoln General Hospital, was installed as president, succeeding Miss Inez 
Roesly, of Immanual Hospital, Omaha. Chosen as President-elect was Miss Betty Ann 
Beine, Immanuel Hospital, and M s s  Margaret Strain, of Lincoln, as vice-president. 
Secretary is M s s  Ruth Matza, Veterans Hospital, Lincoln, and Mrs. Ida Blore, U.

» of N. Agriculture College, Lincoln, treasurer. M s s  Frieda Oltmanns, Union Pacific 
Medical Department, Omaha, was named membership chairman.

THERAPISTS CONVENE Mrs. Mary Lindball, of Omaha, newly elected president of
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the Nebraska Chapter of the American Physical Therapy Association, presided at 
the quarterly meeting of the organization, May 5, in Grand Island. Other newly 
elected officers, all of whom will serve two-year terms, are: Lfr Dale rRena tidy, 
I4pcoln, Vice-president; Mrs. Betty Soder, Omaha, secretary, and Miss Avis Bishop, 
Lincoln, treasurer. Organized in 194-6 with but five members, the Chapter now has 
24- active members. Local chapters now are organized in 4-3 states, the District 
of Columbia, Hawaii and Puerto Rico.

PEDIATRICIANS MEET Disease of children and accompanying complications
formed the theme of a two-day session of the North

western Pediatrics Society, April 13 and 14., at Children’s Memorial Hospital,
Omaha, J. Harry Murphy, M.D., of Omaha, President of the group, opened the pro
gram’s initial session v/hile Floyd Clarke, M.D., Omaha, was chairman of the second 
conference. The doctors were joined by their wives for the annual banquet, Friday 
evening.

MENTAL UNIT MUST MOVE Officials of the University of Nebraska Psychiatric
Unit have been notified by the Douglas County Board 

of Commissioners that the 4-0-bed department now occupied by the Unit at the Douglas 
County Hospital is needed for other purposes, and possession must be returned by 
April 30, 1952, Used as a teaching facility for the U. of N, Medical College, the 
psychiatric unit has occupied space at the County Hospital since 194-7, at a rental 
of $1 a year.

600 DOCTORS ATTEND With a registration of 811, including 6O4. physicians,
STATE MEDICAL MEET members of the women’s auxiliary and exhibitors, the

Nebraska State Medical Association’s 83rd annual con
vention, April 30 to May 3> in Omaha, was recorded as the most successful in the 
organization's history. Principal speaker of the four-day session was R. John 
Kline, San Francisco, Cal,, president-elect of the American Medical Association, 
who spoke at the annual banquet on "The Problems Confronting Medicine in the 
Immediate Future."

Dr. Donald B. Steenburg, of Aurora, assumed office as president on May 1. 
succeeding Dr. C. H, Sheets, of Cozad. G&osen as Presid:ont-elect was Dr. Harold
S. Morgan, of Lincoln, who will take office at the 1952 meeting, in Lincoln.
Elected vice-president was Dr. Rudolph F. Docker, of Byron, who for 12 years had 
served as speaker of the House of Delegates and was presented a gavel in recog
nition of his long service. Re-elected as secretary-treasurer was Dr. R. B. Adams 
Lincoln. Dr. Fay Smith, of Imperial, was named to the Board of Trustees; Dr, C,
F. Heider, North Platte, to the Council on Professional Ethics, and Dr. J. P. 
Gilligan, Nebraska City, re-elected to the Medico-legal Advice Committee. Dr. W.
C. Kenner, of Nebraska City, was elected to the District Two council post.

Nine Nebraska physicians who had completed fifty years of service re
ceived half-century pins from President Steenburg, including? Drs. W. P. Haney,
G. Alexander Young, John R. Nilsson and J. W. Hellwig, of Omaha; W. E, Shook, 
Shubert; Hamilton N. Morrow, Fremont; J. W. Brendel, Avoca; W. J, Douglas, Atkinso;
H. L. McVey, Lincoln.

Winner of the Auxiliary essay contest on "Medicine's Role in Preserving 
the American Way of Life," was Miss Barbara Jones of Hastings, who received a 
$100 bond. Second place winner was Thomas ‘Wallace, Geneva, who won a $50 bond, 
and third place went to Miss Kathryn Olds, of Omaha, who was awarded a $2$ bond.

DEATH BECKONS DOCTORS The Grim Reaper again has invaded heavily the ranks
of physicians associated with Nebraska hospitals in 

recent weeks, having summoned five members of the medical profession in a five
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Stalking the State Medical meeting in Omaha, death called 74-year-old 
CHARLES EDWIN ABBOTT, M.D., of linden, in his hotel room on the opening night of 
the convention. A Practicing physician for 49 years, Dr. Abbott would have re
ceived a 50-year pin at the 1952 gathering*

Perhaps most widely known of the Reaper*s victims was ROY W. FONTS, M.D., 
Omaha radiologist, ardent and outspoken foe of socializod medicine, who died 
March 27 after a lingering illness. A graduate of the University of Illinois 
Medical School; *09, he practiced in Dawson and Falls City until World War I when 
ho entered the Army Medical Corps. Upon returning from service, Dr. Fouts located 
in Omaha and became an outstanding leader in Nebraska medical circles. In 1922, 
he was elected to the House of Delegates of the A. M. A., serving in that capacity 
until 1945* He was Speaker of the House of Delegates from 1936 to 1946, when he 
was elected Vice President of the A.M.A. Ho also was professor of forensic medicin 
in economics at Creighton University School of Medicine and was a member of the 
Board of Directors of Nebraska Blue Cross Plan. For many years, Dr. Fouts served 
as radiologist at Doctors Hospital, and was on the staff of St, Joseph’s Hospital, 
Omaha.

H.D. MYERS, M.D., who had practiced at Howells for 45 years, ever since 
graduating in 1906, passed away on April 3, Active in civic and professional 
affairs, Dr. Myers was chairman of the Howells Board of Health and the Colfax 
County Red Cross. CLINTON D. HEINE, M.D., 64 years of age, of Hooper, died 
April 28. A graduate of Ruch Medical College, Dr. Heine had practiced in Hooper 
for 34 years. GEORGE HANSEN, M.D., *28 University of Nebraska Medical College 
graduate, died April 30, in Omaha where he had practiced since 1936. Prior to 
that time, Dr. Hansen had practiced in Madison, Nebr.

SISTER M. NOEMI has been appointed Director of the St. Joseph’s School 
of Nursing, Alliance, succeeding SISTER M. THEOLA, who has been transferred to a 
similar position at St. Joseph’s Hospital School of Nursing, Minot, N. Dak,

NEW RESPONSIBILITIES LOOM for DONALD W. DUNCAN, Business Manager of 
Saint Elizabeth Hospital, Lincoln, since the birth of a daughter, Mary, on 
April 22. The Duncans also have a son, Donald W. Jr,, 3i years of age,

FRANK A. MC DEVITT, Omaha insurance man, has been 
chosen by Governor Val Peterson as a member of the 
State Hospital Advisory Council to succeed the late 
Dr. Roy W. Fouts, also of Omaha, who died March 27th.
Mr. McDevitt’s term will expire Sept. 16, 1953. Mr.
McDevitt is active in civic affairs in Omaha and is 
a member of the Omaha Public Power District board, 
as well as Chairman of the Lay Advisory Committee 
of St, Catherine’s Hospital.

MISS MARY E. O ’NEILL, R.N., of Council Bluffs, la. passed away April 30 
after a lingering illness, at the age of 71 years. Miss O ’Neill, long active in 
the nursing field in Omaha and Council Bluffs, served as the first Superintendent 
of the St. Joseph’s Hospital School of Nursing, Omaha, after that school was 
converted from the teaching of religious to lay students, in 1917. She served 
in that capacity for three years, until the appointment in 1919 of the lato^Sister
M. Kivina Thompson, who remained as Director until her death, on October 1, 194B.

CAPTAIN JOAN BROWN, R.N.A., anesthetist at St. Catherine's Hospital,
Omaha has reenlisted in the Army and will report for duty May 24 at Camp Gordon,
Ga. A graduate of Mercy Hospital School of Nursing, Council Bluffs, Captain 
Brown served in the arny nurse corps during World War II from 1943 to 1946, and



saw service in the European Thoator of war*

GRANTS TOTALING $35,000 have boon received by the Creighton University 
School of Medicine from the United States Public Health Service, including $25,OOC 
for cancer instructional work and supplies, with DR. JAMES F. KELLY, SR* as direc
tor of activities in this field, and $10,000 for research in the function of the 
human stomach, under DR. ROBERT K. S. LIM.

FRANK P. HAMILTON, M.D. has boon appointed as Pathologist at St, Cather
ine Hospital, Omaha, effective May 7, according to SISTER MARY JOHN, R.S.M., R.N., 
Superintendent, Dr, Hamilton is a graduate of Loyola University School of Medici;! 
Chicago, in 194$, after which he saw service with the Army at the Marine Hospital, 
in Chicago, and later with the U. S. P. H. S. For the past three years, he has 
served as pathologist at the Veterans Administration Hospital at Wood (Milwaukee) 
Wis. Mrs. Hamilton and their three children have come to Omaha for residence,

REV. E. C. McDADE, Superintendent, Bryan Memorial Hospital, Lincoln, anti 
MISS DOROTHEA ELY, R.N., Superintendont, Jennie Edmundson Hospital, Council Bluffs 
la *, represented their respective institutions at the 21st annual convention of 
the Tri-State Hospital Association, April 30 - May 3, in Chicago. More than 
7000 hospital people registered for the meeting, which was the largest in Tri-Stat 
history.

WILLIAM FOGARTY, has resigned his position as assistant in Public 
Relations of Nebraska Bluo Cross-Bluo Shield Plans to become publicity director 
of the Omaha Chamber of Commerce. Ho assumed his now duties May 1,

DR. RUTH LEVERTON, Ph.D., Professor of Human Nutrition, Home Economics 
Department, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, addressed members of the Missouri 
and Kansas Dietetic Association on Friday, April 13, at a sectional mooting during 
the Mid-West Hospital Association Convention. Her topic was 11 The Dietitian 
Abroad.”

”0F FOLKS WE KNOW . . SISTER M. SALVATORA HRENCHER, O.S.F., R.N., Director
of Contral Service at St. Elisabeth Hospital, Lincoln, 

died May 6 after a brief illnoss. Until her transfer last Fall to tho Lincoln 
Hospital, Sister Salvatora had boon stationed for maiy years at Good Samaritan 
Hospital, Kearney, whoro she served as Night Supervisor and more recently, as head 
of Contral Service? She had been a member of She Poor Sisters of St. Francis for 
43 years.

Ordination in the Episcopal ministry has removed JOHN S. W. FARGHER, 
formerly of Omaha, from the hospital laboratory supply field in tho Nebraska-Iowa 
area. While carrying on his duties with tho A. S. Aloe Co., the Rev. fir. Farghcr 
also was pursuing his studios which led to the ministry. He now is stationed as 
rector at St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Falls City, Nobr. DAVID GALEY, of St* 
Louis,- Mo?, has been appointed to succeed him and has moved his family to Omaha 
for residence. ♦ ^

SISTER EMMA RING, Purchasing Agent at Immanual Hospital, Omaha, sailed 
on May 11th from New York City‘on the Swodish-American Liner, GRIPSHOLM, for a 
4-months visit with relatives and friends in Sweden, Finland, Denmark and Germany^ 
She was accompanied by SISTER TILLTE OLSON, Occupational Therapist at tho Omaha 
Institution, Vv* .A-̂  ■ ■

» '- A y . ^ ... j- ^

SISTER M. FULGENTIA FRISCH, O.S.F., R.N., F.A.C.H.A., 
om May 1st colobratod the 6$th anniversary of her 
rocoption into the Community of The Poor Sisters of 
St, Francis Seraph, in ceremonies at the Creighton '
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Memorial St. Joseph’s Hospital, Omaha, where she has 
been stationed for the past 17 years. A native of 
Luxemburg, Sister Mary Fulgentia came to the United 
States as a child and attended St. Francis Acadony, at 
Columbus, Nebr. until she entered the Franciscan Order 
on May 1, 1886 at the age of 15 years.

Appointed Administrator of St, Joseph’s Hospital,
Omaha, March 9, 1934, Sister Fulgentia served in that 
capacity until her retirement on August 15, 1943, when 
she was succeeded by SISTER M. CRESCENTIA, O.S.F., R.N.,
F.A.C.H.A., tho present head of the institution. Ever 
since relinquishing her administrative duties, nearly 
eight years ago, Sister Fulgentia has made daily visits 
to most of tho four to five hundred patients at St,
Joseph's, a self-appointed labor of love which she had 
inaugurated when'she assumed her duties in 1934, and 
which has won for her a wide circle of friends among 
the hospital’s patrons,

MISS GRACE BARBER, R.N,, Superintendent of Children’s Memorial Hospital 
Omaha, since its opening in 1948, was married on April 21 in New York City to Leo 
Gaskill, former Omahan. Following a wedding trip to Florida, Mrs. Gaskill plans 
return to her duties at the Omaha institution,

HAL G. PERRIN, Administrator of Clarkson Hospital, Omaha, has purchased 
the Hird Stryker property, 521 S. 53 St., Omaha, and moved to his new home May 1,

JtTUL C. NIELS' U, Superintendent of Hastings State Hospital for the past 
13 years, has resigned, effective June 1, to accept a new postition as Director 
of the Indiana Clinic of Mental Health and the superintendency of Carter Memorial 
Hospital, Indianapolis. Tho new appointment carries with it a salary of $15,000 
a year, and maintenance, double that paid at the Hastings institution. Succeedin* 
Dr. Nielsen as head of the Ingleside hospital will be DR. G. LEE SANDRITTER, who 
has boon assistant superintendent at Norfolk State Hospital.

PAUL G. FINNMAN, Business Manager of Immanuel Hospital and Deaconess 
Institute, Omaha, and family are spending a month’s vacation with Mrs. Finnman's 
parents, in San Jose, Calif. The trip is being made by auto.

F. J. TRAVNICEK, Wilber physician, has presented a new infant incubator 
to the Crete Memorial Hospital, Fred C. Mildrexler, Administrator, reports.

. . . HERE TILDEN - Governor Val Peterson was principal
...AND THERE . . . speaker at dedication cormonies, April

17; for the unique TILDEN COMMUNITY HOSPITAL 
which will stand as a perpetual monument to the willpower and enterprise of the 
residents of this little country town of but a thousand souls.

School classes were dismissed and business came to a complete standstill 
as all of the community joined to celebrate the climax of a year of cooperative 
effort which has provided Madison County with a well-equipped 25-bcd hospital 
costing approximately $75,000, Administrator M. E. Hcitmoier reports, Unique in 
tho fact that no contract was let for the construction work as well as that all 
the financing came from tho 700 members of the Tilden Community Hospital Associate 

■ without governmental aid, the new structure was opened April 19 for tho transfer 
of patients from the old building. Much of the labor was donated and materials 
wore purchased where they could bo obtained at best advantage. Many former 
residents of the community hon£ributdd to the fund for construction of the new 
hospital. Tho old building will become apartments.



-10-

OMAHA - Creation of a JOHN J. GILLIN, JR. MEMORIAL FUND to provide money for the 
study of heart disease, has been undertaken by tho National Association of 

Radio and Television Broadcasters. Tho Fund will be turned over to Tho Creighton 
University School of Medicine for study and research in honor of the former Presi
dent of Radio Station LOW, Omaha, who died last July of a hoart attack while 
vacationing in 'isconsin. Mr. Gillin, widely known throughout broodcasting circles 
in tho United States and Canada, was groatly interested in Creighton University and 
Creighton Memorial Saint Joseph’s Hospital, where the family and frionds have fur
nished a room in his honor,

GRAND ISLAND - An extensive remodeling program at ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL just
completed gives the hospital lobby, offices and corridors a modern

istic appearance and also has provided badly needed additional administrative 
space, bister Mary Mechtildis, O.S.F., R.N., Superintendent, reports. The Admit
ting offices have boon enlarged and a bigger lobby and additional patients rooms 
have .followed through tho romoval of a large center stairway. Alternating squares 
of light sand-blasted fir wood provide an attractive wainscotting for tho spacious 
now lobby, which notv includes tho information desk and switchboard as well as com
fortable lounges in red leather and chrome. A beautiful new Sacrod Heart statue 
overlooks the main foyer and new glass doors, which was a gift to the institution. 
Tcrrazzo in soft green shades and accoustical-tilod ceilings in the vestibule and 
lobby complete the main-floor renovations.

LINCOLN - Filming of 2,636,700 records in tho Nebraska Vital Statistics Department 
of Doc. 31, 1950 has been started by DR. FRANK R. RYDER, STATE HEALTH 

DIRECTOR, so that the original records, which cannot be destroyed, may be trans
ferred to a permanent storagG room from the Health offices. An idea of the volume 
which accumulates is indicated by tho fact that 31,375 birth records and 12,489  
death certificatos, in addition to make othor valuable public records, were re
corded in 1950.

OMAHA - Conversion of tho old nurses 1 home at DOUGLAS COUNTY HOSPITAL soon will get 
under way, at a. total cost of #145,000, to provide centralized quarters for 

the Omaha-Douglas County Board of Health, the Visiting Nurses Association and the 
City Testing Laboratory. By agreement, the Health Department will defray 85$ of 
the remodeling job, the County 15%.

GRAND ISLAND - Better control and more effective accounting of items issued has 
boon effected through opening of the completely new and enlarged 

Contral Supply department at ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL, Sister M. Mechtildis, O.S.F.,
R.N., reports. Gleaning stainless steel equipment includes a 20x48" flush mounted 
dressing sterilizer, water still, two water sterilizers, a hot-air sterilizer, 
glove conditioner and scrub sinks. Storago cabinets with stainless steel tops 
surround the entire room, providing ample working space for the five employees of 
tho department. Specially built receiving and dispensing windows facilitate the 
flow of supplies in tho sterile and unsterilo sections. Also new is a milk formula 
lab for 0B and Pediatrics, with central terminal sterilizations and a specially 
built storage refrigerator.

SPRING ASSEMBLY DRAY/S More than a hundred graduates of tho Creighton
MANY CREIGHTON GRADS University School of Medicine returned to Omaha to

take part in the Third Spring Medical Assembly for 
alumni, April 19, 20 and 21, at which the Hon. Francis P, Matthows, Secretary of 
the Navy, was the honored guest and speaker. The opening session of the three-day 
post-graduate meeting took place in tho auditorium of Our Lccty- of Victory Unit, <
Creighton Memorial St. Joseph's Hospital, Omaha, while the second day's program was 
hold in the auditorium of the Mercy Hospital School of Nursing, Council Bluffs, and 
the concluding sessions at St. Catherine's Hospital, Omaha, in the beautiful now 
doctors' lounge. Doctor John E. Courtney, of Omaha, was general chairman of the 
1951 Assembly.
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POYNTER LECTURES Dr. Robert a ,  Moore, Doan of Washington University School
ATTRACT SURGEONS of Medicine, St. Louis, Mo., was guest lecturer at the

fifth annual C. IT, M. Poynter Foundation horns coming meet
ing of University of Nebraska Medical School Alumni, March 28-29, at University 
Hospital, Omaha. The lectures are hold each Spring for tho study of surgical 
procedures as a tribute to the memory of Dr. C. W. M. Pqyntcr, who for many years 
served as Doan of the School prior to his death, last year.

Dr. Eugene E, Simmons, Omaha, was reelected as president of the Alumni 
Association, during the annual convocation. Other officers named include Dr. J. 
Calvin Davis, Omaha, vice-president, and Dr. E. A. Holyoke, Omaha, secretary- 
treasurer. Dr. Wilbur Johnson, of Valentine, was elected a member of the executive 
committee. The Association voted to actively support a bill before the Nebraska 
Unicameral Legislature to secure a larger appropriation for operation of the 
medical school, hospital and clinics during the coming biennium.

ATOMIC WARFARE COURSE Six Nebraska nurses who in February had attended a
course on Nursing Aspects of Atomic Warfare in DenVer 
served as instructors to a group of Nebraska nurses at 

a three-day training conference on the same subject, in Lincoln, April 25-27. The 
course was sponsored by the State Health Department, the State Office of Civil 
Defense and the Nebraska State Nurses Association, The course, designed as part of 
a program of training for civic defense, was to prepare nurses to return to their 
own communities and to conduct a similar school for groups of nurses. This faculty 
includes; Sister Ruth Kauffman, Immanuel Hospital, Omaha; Miss Florence Keegan,
St. Elizabeth's, Lincoln; Miss Lola Williams, University Hospital, Omaha; Miss 
Clara Schlecht, Bryan Memorial, Lincoln; Miss Emily Brickley, State Health Depart
ment and M s s  Charlotte Nalley, Lincoln General Hospital, Lincoln.

DOCTORS' LIST GROWS Ninety-six physicians passed State Board examinations in
Nebraska during 1950 and the total of 2,361 doctors now 

licensed is the largest in the history of the state, Dr. Frank R. Ryder, Director 
of the Nebraska Board of Health, disclosed. A recent survey also shows a total of 
1,950 active professional nurses and 1,350 inactive in Nebraska.

RECORD LIBRARIANS MEET Thirty-four members of the Nebraska Association of
Medical Record Librarians gathered in Omaha on May 3 for 

the annual Spring state meeting of the group, held at University Hospital, Guest 
speakers included Dr, Harold C. Lueth, Dean of the U, N. College of Medicine; Dr. 
Alfred E. Freed, instructor in internal medicine of the College; Dr. John J. Walsh, 
Senior Resident in Internal Medicine, Creighton University School of Medicine; Dr. 
Alfred F. Taborsky, of St. Elizabeth Hospital, Lincoln, and M s s  Josephine J. 
Albrecht, Director of Social Planning, United Community Services, Omaha, Sister M. 
Paphnutiana, O.S.F., R.R.L., St. Elizabeth Hospital, Lincoln, President of the state 
organization, was elected delegate to the national meeting of A.A.M.R.L., next 
September, St. Louis, and Miss Eunice Munn, R.R.L., Bryan Memorial Hospital,
Lincoln, alternate.

The May meeting of the Omaha Area Conference of Medical Rhcocd Librarians 
is scheduled for Thursday, May 17, at Immanuel Hospital, with Dr. Leon Becker,
Omaha, addressing the Librarians on "Neuro-Anatomy and Neuro-Surgery

NEBRASKA LEGISLATURE Two bills which indirectly effect 104. Nebraska hospitals
ENACTS ADVERSE BILLS holding contracts with the NEBRASKA BLUE CROSS PLAN and

directly will reach into the pocketbooks of every one of 
the 184.,000 members of BLUE CROSS in the state have been passed during the past 30 
days by the Nebraska Unicameral Legislature.
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LB 4.3, originally introduced by Senator Charles F. Tvrdik, of Omaha, to 
give legal statue to the out-of-state operations of NEBRASKA BLUE CROSS PLAN and 
to permit the contracting with the Inter-Plan Benefit Bank for the extension of 
full membership berefits to Nebraskans hospitalized in other home plan institutions, 
WAS AMENDED by the Banking Committee of the Legislature to remove the charitable 
standing which the Associated Hospital Service had enjoyed ever since passage of 
the Enabling Act in 194-3.

Through this amendment, and by direct provision in LB $27, BLUB CROSS 
becomes subject to imposition of a new tax of four tenths of one percent on gross 
premium income, retroactive to January 1, 1951, which this year will cost Nebraska 
BLUE CROSS MEMBERS approximately $10,000, and more in future years as premium 
income increases. Efforts of Senator Tvrdik to have the bill passed as introduced 
failed when most Legislators voted for passage. Only two other states, Tennessee 
and South Dakota, have laws taxing non-profit Blue Cross Plans.

HOSPITALS EDITORIALIZED Three national periodicals have devoted extensive space
in recent issues to the problems of hospitals and nursing 

which should do much to better acquaint the public with troubles of the profession.
T

"TROUBLE IN OUR HOSPITALS" is the title of an article appearing in 
the May issue of WOMAN'S HOME COMPAINION. This article is written by the widely 
known health writer, Albert Deutsch, and deals with the relationships of hospitals 
and the specialists who work in hospitals. "WOMEN IN MITE" a 16-page feature in 
the May issue of CORONET directs attention to the need for nurses and follows a 
class of students through training in one of the large eastern hospitals. "DONT 
WORRY ABOUT SURGERY" is the subject of an equally comprehensive picture-story in 
April PAGEANT to allay the fears of persons about to entdr the hospital for an 
operation,

PRICES TO REMAIN HIGH There is little prospect of any decline - and all indica
tions point to further price increases, especially on the 

scientific equipment lines, as skilled labor costs take further advances, Howard 
F. Baer, president of A. S. Aloe Co., St. Louis, predicts. Mr, Baer, who was 
executive officer in the Army Purchasing Office in New York during World War II, 
states that capital equipment needs should be anticipated slightly, and that 
reasonably strong supply inventories should be kept od hand. Referring to the 
priority system set up by the National Production Authority under Regulation 4->
Mr, Baer expresses the belief that the DO-97 rating is insufficient for hospitals 
and some better £>lan is needed.

GRAY LADIES CLASS A new training course for prospective Red Cross Gray J
Ladies has been inaugurated under auspices of the Omaha 

Chapter. The class will meet twice weekly throughout May and June. Upon completion 
of their work, the women will be assigned to service in the Omaha hospitals by 
flits. Byron P. Demorest, Gray Lady chairman. The first post-war class of Red Cross 
nurses aides were capped at ceremonies May 2nd in the chapel of Methodist Hospital, 
Omaha. The class of ten women received caps and pins from Mrs. John Van de Water, 
chairman.

OKLAHOMA'. CONVENTION The thirty-second annual convention of the Oklahoma
State Hospital Association has been scheduled for Nov. 1 

and 2, 1951, at the Tulsa Hotel, Tulsa, Cleveland Rodgers, Executive Secretary, 
writes.

CANCER CONFERENCE The fifth annual Rocky Mountain Cancer Conference,
sponsored by the Colorado State Medical Society and the 

American Cancer Society, Colorado Divison, will be held July 11 and 12, in Denver.
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WITH THE BLUE CROSS - BLUE SHIELD PLANS IN NEBRASKA

Amendment of the By-Laws of tho Associated Hospital Service of Nebraska, 
increasing the maximum number of members of the Executive Committee from eleven to 
twelve, to permit the addition of another physician to the Committee, was voted at 
,the quarterly meeting of the Board of Directors, on April 30th, To fill the hewly 
created place on the Committee, Dr, E, L, MacQuiddy, of Omaha, was elected to repre
sent the medical profession until the next annual meeting, in January, 1952, The 
Executive Committee now is composed of three hospital representatives, three physi
cians and six business and professional men, representing the public at large.

To provide more complete service for BLUE CROSS members, the Board ap
proved the payment of claims for maternity care in lying-in homes licensed as such 
by the State Board of Health, in communities where there is no licensed general hos
pital, Non-member hospital benefits will be provided in the future for members who 
are given care in non-contracting maternity homes.

President Arthur L, Coad, Executive Director J, H, Pfeiffer and Joseph 
0, Burger, Treasurer and Assistant Executive Director, reported at the April 30th 
meeting on the annual meeting of BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD PLANS, held at Biloxi, Miss., 
April 15-19, Frank C, Heinisch, Omaha attorney, also attended the meeting as a mem
ber of the Board of Directors and Executive Committee, Present from the BLUE SHIELD 
PLAN were Dr, Arthur J, Offerman, President; Dr, E, W, Bantin, Dr, G. Prentiss 
McArdle, Dr. W, W. Carveth, Dr, 0, A, Neely and Dr, Donald B, Steenburg, all mem
bers of the Board of Directors.

Through a transfer agreement, residents of Cedar, Dakota and Dixon 
counties, Nebraska, henceforth will be served by the Nebraska Blue Cross Plan. In 
past years, members in these three northeastern Nebraska counties have been enrolled 
in the Sioux City, la. Blue Cross Plan.

With the approval of the membership application of MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, 
Fullerton, the number of affiliated institutions in the NEBRASKA BLUE CROSS PLAN has 
reached 104 which extend full benefits to the 184.^000 members in the;state,

REMOVE RESTRICTIONS Charges for hospital care and special services were re-
FROM HOSPITAL RATES iahvod from the price freeze list by the Office of Price

Stabilization on April 3, for a six months period start
ing on April 9, 1951. A continuing study of hospital costs will be made to deter
mine whether any advances are justified, Price Director Michael V. Disalle has 
stated. The exemption may be continued indefinitely, subject to withdravjal at any 
time by the OPS. Hospital charges, likewise, were exempted from controls during 
World War II.

NSW DIRECTORY FEATURES A unique new section called "minagement Guides" will be
featured in the June Directory issue of HOSPITALS, AHA 

journal, and will offer such information as food portion sizes, average raw food 
costs, minimum dishwashing standards, etc, Operating data for pharmacy, purchasing, 
laundry, engineering and maintenance departments also will be included. Henceforth, 
the Directory will be known as the "Administrator’s Guide," Ir. Bugbee reports.

A new directory, entitled "Publications of the American Hospital Asso
ciation," has been issued for guidance of institutional and personal members.
Copies may be secured from the headquarters office, 18 East Division St,, Chicago,, 10, 111.
"NHNEUS WANT ADS" FOR SALE: Ten Dahlberg under-pillow radios. For in

formation and prices, write St. Francis Hospital,
Grand Island.

"A FRIEND IS A FELLOW WHO KNOWS ALL YOUR FAULTS AND LOVES YOU JUST THE SALE V
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August 15, 1951

Dear Hospital Folks:

For a month or more we have reserved this page to tell you 
of the developments on several subjects which have been of especial interest during 
the summer months to Nebraska’s hospital administrators and members of governing 
boards - however, unavoidable delays have made impossible the completion of the 
story, so we shall report to you briefly now on these matters and release the rest 
of the stories, ere some of them cease to be "news. 11

Your state association committee had a most wholesome and 
mutually enlightening conference with a like group representing the General Duty 
Section, Nebraska State Nurses Association, June 22nd at Fremont, on the proposed 
revision of personnel policies for nurses employed in hospitals of the state* The 
Nursing group consisted of Mrs. Maxine Stahn, Oxfoid; Mrs. Rose Doan and Mrs* Doris 
Gunderson, Douglas County Hospital, Omaha; Miss Rose Baker, St; Elizabeth Hospital, 
Lincoln and Miss Gladys Young, Dodge County Community Hospital, Fremont* Present 
for the Nebraska Hospital Association were President Eugene J, Saxton, of Fremont; 
Miss Cecelia K, Meister, R.N., .York General Hospital; Harold J. Hamilton, Brewster 
Hospital, Holdrege; and Sister Olive Cullenberg, R.N., Immanuel Hospital; James G. 
Carr, Jr., University Hospital and Francis J. Bath, St. Joseph’s Hospital, Omaha, 
Both groups agreed to report back to their respective state bodies.

Reasons why a statewide uniform schedule of fees for hospital 
care to employes injured in industry does not appear feasible were advanced by a 
hospital group before the Nebraska Workmen’s Compensation Court at a meeting in the 
State Capitol, Lincoln, on July 10th. Appearing for N.H,A. were Donald W. Duncan 
and T. J. McGinty, Lincoln; Harold J. Hamilton, Holdrege; Eugene J. Saxton, Fremont 
and Paul F. Finnman, Francis J, Bath and Rev. B. C. Lyle, of Omaha, All three mem- 
oers of the Compensation Court were present at the hearing, including.Presiding 
Judge 0. M, Olsen and Judges Charles E. Jackman and Albert Arms, A similar meeting 
with representatives of the insurance carriers also was held.

The untimely death of Judge Jackman, who was stricken while 
on an outstate schedule of hearings and died July 30th in a Sioux City hospital, 
undoubtedly will delay a final decision on the fee schedule problem.

A goodly number of hospital people met with officers and mem
bers of the Executive Committee of the Nebraska Blue Cross Plan in Omaha July 25th 
oo discuss factors entering into hospital-Plan relations preliminary to discussions 
of the 1952 contract between the two groups. Here again a lot of worthwhile ideas 
were set forth and Blue Cross officials expressed theiiiselves as extremely gratified 
at the interest exhibited by the hospital group. The appointment of specific- com
mittees to work out details of the coming year's agreement will be announced soon 
by President Saxton, of N.H.A, and President Coad, of Blue Cross.

We’ll be a-seein' you next month in Saint Louis \
Yours cordially,



HOSPITAL'‘'MISSIONARIES" OVERJOYED BY EXCELLENCE OF CARAVAN PROGRAMS

Hitherto "undiscovered talent" brought to the fore through participation in 
the "home talent" programs which highlighted the third annual Hospital Caravan Tour 
sponsored by Nebraska Hospital Association, May 22-25, should insure several out
standingly fine features for the state meeting in November, officers and executive 
board members who attended the sessions enthusiastically report.

As a departure from established custom, local chairmen in the communities t< 
be visited were made responsible for arrangement of programs which they felt would 
be of especial interest to hospital people in their particular areas. Although per
mitted to draw upon members of the Caravan panel for supplemental assistance, all of 
the sectional gatherings chairmen acquitted themselves ncbly by building up programs 
around local talent, which provided an unrepeated variety of discussion topics dur
ing the four-day series of conferences. President Eugene J, Saxton has received 
numerous favorable comments and compliments on the novel procedure, and believes a 
new pattern of program-making has been developed for future use.

Twenty-eight persons registered from Chadron, Sidney^ Alliance and Scotts- 
bluff for the opening session in the latter city, of which Frederic R, Veeder, West * 
Nebraska Methodist Hospital was chairman. The first speaker, Doctor A, L, Hindinger, 
Director of Scottsbluff County Health Department, outlined the activities and func
tions of a local public health department, and its relationship to medical and hos
pital activities of the community. Likewise, an excellent discussion'on "What a ' 
Good Hospital Means to a Doctor" was presented by C,N, Sorensen, M,D*, Radiologist, ■ 
and President of the Scottsbluff County Medical Society, Miss Martina S« Nelson, R.N 
Director of Nurses of West Nebraska Methodist Hospital, launched a lively discussion 
on the minimum standards proposed by Nebraska general duty nurses by her review of 
"The Present Nursing Problem,"

Following a noon luncheon, Miss Helen V, Pruitt, Director, Bacon Memorial 
Library,.of American Hospital Association headquarters, won the friendship of all in 
attendance by her splendid and highly interesting discussion on varied topics, "Miss 
Pruitt was the best public relations medium the American Hospital' Association could 
have provided," Chairman Veeder declares. Business M anager Ward, of West Nebraska 
Methodist Hospital, presided at a question-and-answer session during the afternoon, 
in which Donald W, Duncan, Business Manager, St. Elizabeth'Hospital, Lincoln; James 
Cm Carr, Jr4, Assistant Administrator, University Hospital, Omaha, and Harold J, Ham- 
i.;.tcn, Administrator, Brewster Hospital and Clinic, Holdrege, participated as a dis
cussion panel,

Wednesday's session at North Platte, chairmaned by Floyd E, Grady, District 
Administrator of Lutheran Hospitals and Homes Society, developed a program featured 
■'orbicularly by a'discussion on "Credits and Collections," by Sister Mary Celine, 
ot„ Mary Hospital, North Platte, and "Chaplaincy Service in the Small Hospital," by 
Rovu John Reply, of First Lutheran Church, North Platte. "Social Security in Hospital1 
was presented by Mr* Fay* Stevens, District Supervisor of the U.S, Treasury Department 
Harvey Clarke, Jr,, M,D,, F #A,C,Sa * spoke at the luncheon on "The Medical Staff in th 
c-na i.i Hospital"* W, J. Hagedorn, member of the Board of Community Hospital, Cozad, 
discussed "Planning, Financing and Constructing a Rural Hospital" and Miss Pruitt 
talked on "Services Provided by Membership in the A«H,AV" Mrc Grady told of recent 
experiences on "Patient Opinion Polls." Participating in the discussion period which 
concluded the program were Dr,. Harold C, Lueth, president-elect of the Mid-West Hospi 
Association, and Messrs, Hamilton, Carr and Duncan,

Moving into Grand Island for the third day, the entourage found' 45- persons, 
representing 30 hospitals in southeastern Nebraska, on hand to greet them,'for the 
largest attendance of the week, John L, Hurley, Busines Manager of St. Francis 
Hospital, was Chairman of the program, which opened with a talk on state association

(Please turn to Page 14)
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HOTEL RESERVATIONS -FOR STATS MEETING, NOVEMBER 15-16. 1951

Several other conventions arc s choduled to be held in Omaha on the 
sane dates as that of the NEBRASKA HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION, and hotels will" 
be crowded* A block of rooms has been set aside by the Hotel Fontenelle, 
where N H A meetings will be held, for Nebraska hospital people* A 11 who 
desire hotel reservations should write immediately to Francis J* Bath, 
Chairman, Hotel and Reservations Committee, St* Joseph^ Hospital, Omaha, 
advising typo of room wanted, number of occupants, date or arrival and 
departure, and room will be reserved for you. Reservations may be can
celled on or before November 12, No advance payment is required.

-x-

MAIL YOUR RESERVATION TODAY !
-x- A A

1951 CONVENTION DATA - MAKE YOUR PUNS NOW I

DATES - Thursday and Friday, November 15 and 16 •
PUCE - HOTEL FONTENSLLE, 18th & Douglas Streets, Omaha

Meetings - '‘HUNT ROOM" - Seating capacity, 300 
Luncheons and Banquet - ".BUCK MIRROR ROOM" - Seats 190 

COMMITTEES - PROGRAM: Dr. Harold C, Lueth, Hal G. Perrin,
• Donald W* Duncan, Harold J, H amilton

BANQUET: Sister Olive Cullenberg, Freda Dietrichs, Lola Lindsey 
ENTERTAINMENT, PUBLICITY: James G, Carr, Jr,, Rev. E. C. McDade 
HOTEL: Francis J, Bath, Miss Lillian Angwert, Paul F. Finnman

AND ABOUT THE AMERICAN HOSPITAL CONVENTION, NEXT MONTH

DATES - Monday through Thursday, September 17 to 20, inclusive 
PLACE - KIEL AUDITORIUM, Saint Louis, Mo,

Headquarters - American Hospital Assn., Hotel Jefferson 
Convention Opening Session - Monday, 2:15 P. M.
"Meet Me in Saint Louis," B uffet Supper - Monday, 6:30 P. M,

-X" x- •x- -x- -X-

JOINT ACCREDITATION The American College of Surgeons and the /merican Col-
COMISSION APPROVED lege of Physicians have approved the recommended four

way joint commission on hospital accreditation, which 
will be considered by the House of Delegates of the American Hospital Association in 
3t, Louis, during the AaH.A. convention next month,. The House of.Delegates of the 
American Medical Association favored the proposed commission at its annual meeting 
in Atlantic City in June, but instructed the AMA board to clarify certain points.

DR. GILLICK NEW D U N  FREDERICK G. GILLICK, M.D., 40, senior surgeon at the
AT CREIGHTON MEDICAL National Heart Institute, Bethesda, Md., on September

1st will become Dean of Creighton University School 
of Medicine, Omaha, the Very Rev, Carl M. Reinert, S.J,, President of the University 
has announced. Dr, Gilliek will succeed DR. PERCY J. CARROLL, 60, who has resigned 
a?ter three years of service, during which ho.has effected a complete reorganization 
of the school. Dr. Carroll, a retired Army brigadier general, will return to St, 
Louis to complete the new home he had started before coming to Creighton University. 
Dr, Gillick, a native of Vallejo, Cal,, received his Doctor^ Degree from St, Louis 
University in 1935# He has been with the U. S, Public Health Service since 1942 and 
specialized in study and research on the heart and venereal disease. He.also has bee: 
on the faculty of Catholic University and George town University, in Washington, D.C.
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"IN MEMORIAM" The many friends of WILL BOSS, founder and long tine 
president of tho Milwaukee, Wisconsin hospital supply 

firm bearing his name, are grieved to learn of his death which occured May 31st in 
Milwaukee, at the age of 62 years.

A victin of tuberculosis in early youth, Mr. Ross often reminisced in his 
monthly musings with hospital people of his victory over the disease and of his mod
est start on July 1^ 1914 of a pioneer sanitarium "gift shop"'which evolved during 
World War I into the then infant hospital supply business and, in the intervening 
37 years, into a nationwide service. His monthly chats with legion 
of customers and friends, terms which to him quickly became synenomous, in mimeo
graphed form seemed as individually written personal letters.

In a long-time, one-man campaign, Mr. Ross chided women superintendents for 
living in their institutions and, indirectly, brought about an exodus of these good 
ladies from their back-corridor or attic apartments into gracious private living out
side of working hours. He talked often of his frequent visits with hospital patients 
and of the humorous little incidents which made joyful what otherwise night have been 
bleak days within hospital walls - or of the lady superintendent's brightly feathered 
new hat - of "Fuddy," baptised Wilfred, a boyhood chum - of business anniversaries 
which recalled earlier struggles. He chatted amiably of his good Mother's chagrin at 
seeing his own baptismal name of William Monroe Ross, ("we were too young to make any 
complaint"), first - shortened to William M. Ross,- then to Will M, Ross and, finally, 
"to just Will Ross," which now is known throughout the hospital world.

A familiar figure at national and regional hospital conventions until fail
ing health made necessary his virtual retirement about a;/year ago, he long cautioned 
a conservative, middle-of-the-road policy for hospital administrators in days of war 
time uncertainties and gave freely of his sagely counsel upon several occasions in 
recent years at Mid-West Hospital Association gatherings, Mr. Ross was buried June 
second in his beloved Milwaukee as city and state paused to pay tribute to the memory 
of their departed native son, WILL ROSS will be missed greatly by all of the many 
groups and individuals with whoe his generous-spirited personage come into contact.

SISTERS ATTEND MEET The 35th annual convention of the Catholic Hospital
Association of the United States and Canada, held 

June 1 to 7 in Philadelphia, attracted more than 3,200 members of religious orders, 
including representatives of several Nebraska institutions. Appearing on the pro
gram was'Sister M, Charlotte Zyngg, O.S.F., medical technologist at St. Joseph's 
Hospital, Omaha, who spoke on "Routine Laboratory Work in the Hospital," Also prosen 
ware Sister Mary Louis, O.S.F., M.S.N.Ed;, Director of the St, Joseph's School of 
Nursing, and Sister M, Edwardina, O.3.F., B.S.N., Director of the School for Practice 
Nurses at the Omaha institution. Representing St. Catherine's Hospital, Omaha, were 
Sister Mary Kevin, R.3.M., R.N,, M.A., Director of the School of Nursing, and Sister 
Mary Luella, R.S,M#, R.N*, Pediatrics supervisor. The Rev, Gerald H, FitzGibbon, S.A 
Administrative Dean of the Creighton University School of Nursing, spoke before five 
sectional groups on "Spiritual First Aid." At the meeting also were the Rev. Harry
B. Crimmins, S.J., Regent of the 'Medical School and Dr. William A, Jarrett, dean of 
the College of Pharmacy, a panel discussant,

G. P. OFFICERS NAMED Dr, Harvey D. Runty, of BeWitt, is the newly seated
president of the Nebraska Chapter, American Acadeiy of 

General Practitioners, having succeeded Dr, Frank J. Mnuk, of Omaha, Chosen as 
President-elect is Dr. John A. Brown, of Lincoln, Other officers include:' Vice-- 
precTaent, Dr, Homan V, Nuss, Sutton; Secretary-treasurer, Dr, V/, E, Hungerford, 
Omaha, Board of Directors: Drs, Charles W. Way, Wahoo; J, P. Gilligan, Nebraska 
City; Frank J. Mnuk, Glen D, Whitcomb and Floyd C. Nelson, Omaha; Herman D, Kuper, 
Columbus, and D. E. Baca, Papillion.
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“OF FOLKS ME KNOW . . . " SISTER MARY ANACLETA, O.P., R.N. has been appointed
Superior of ST, JOHN'S SULLIVAN MEMORIAL HOSPITAL at 

Spalding, succeeding SISTER MARY RACHEL, O.P., R.N., who now is Surgical Supervisor 
at ST. CATHERINE OF SIENNA HOSPITAL, McCook, The new Superior at Spalding is no 
stranger in Nebraska hospital circles, having been stationed at the MeCook institu
tion at its opening, in 1921, A teacher as well as a registered nurse, Sister Mary 
nacleta has been stationed at schools conducted by the Dominican Sisters in the'east 
in recent years, from whence she has returned to enter again the hospital field,

SISTER MARY JOHN, R.S.M., R.N., Superintendent of St. Catherine's Hospital, 
Omaha, left July 12th with SISTER MARY GENEVIEVE, R.S.M. for a three weeks' visit 
with the latter's sister in Ocean Park, Calif,

CHESTER H. FARRELL, M.D., of Omaha, has been appointed as the medical membe 
of the Douglas County Board of Mental Health by the District Court judges, to succeed 
DR. G, ALEXANDER YOUNG, SR., who resigned June 7 after 36 years of service, to devote 
his full time to the practice of psychiatry. Dr. Farrell, '30 graduate of Creighton 
University School of Medicine, served as resident physician at Hastings State Hospita.' 
from 1931 to 1936, and was with the USPHS from 1936 to 1942, when he entered the Arny 
Medical Corps, during which he took advanced work in mental diseases at Lawson Gene
ral Hospital, .Atlanta, Ga. He was chief of the NP service at Ashburn General Hospita] 
McKinney, Texas, 1943-46. Dr. Farrell is a member of the NP attending staff at 
Creighton Memorial St. Joseph's Hospital, Our Lady of Victory Unit. He is attendant 
psychiatry at Douglas County Hospital, and also is on the staffs of St, Catherine's 
Hospital, Omaha, and St. Bernard's, Council Bluffs, Iowa.

MISS SALLY HOOD, '51 graduate of Cathedral High School, Omaha, has won the 
current year's $250 Nurse Scholarship Award presented annually by the Woman's Auxili
ary Unit, American Legion Post No. 1. Miss Hood will enter St, Catherine's Hospital 
School of Nursing, Omaha, in September.

E. A. RODGERS, M.D., Lincoln, has been named Acting State Health Director 
by Governor Val Peterson, pending appointment of a permanent successor to DR. FRANK R 
RYDER, of Grand Island, who submitted his resignation several months ago.

SISTER M. CRESCENTIA, O.S.F., R.N., Administrator, Creighton Memorial St. 
Joseph’s Hospital, Omaha, attended the Diamond Jubilee celebration of her aunt, VEN. 
MOTHER M. BASILIA, O.S.F., R.N., June 7, at the Motherhouse, St. Joseph Convent, Denv 
The event marked the 60th anniversary of the religious investiture of Mother Basilia 
in the Community of The Poor Sisters of St. Francis Seraph of the Perpetual Adoration 
Mother Basilia in 1899 was sent to Omaha from the Motherhouse at Lafayette, Ind. to 
become the first director of the newly established ST. JOSEPH’S HOSPITAL SCHOOL OF 
NURSING, in which enrollment was limited to members of the religious community. She 
remained in that capacity until the school was well under vay, returning to Lafayette 
in mid-1900. In 1924, she was appointed Assistant Provincial and held that position 
until 1932, when she was named as the first Provincial Superioress of the Western 
Province, established that year to embrace all of the Franciscan institutions and 
schools west of the Mississippi River. Upon her retirement from that office in 1944* 
Mother Basilia was named President of The College of St. Joseph on the Rio Grande, 
Albuquerque, N. Mex,, where she currently is engaged in the construction of a new 
Catholic teachers college, the first unit of which will open late this summer.

Also observing her Diamond Jubilee in the joint celebration which honored 
22 members of the Franciscan Community, was SISTER M. AFRA HAYES, office manager at 
St. Joseph's, Omaha, in the late 'twenties. Participating in the Golden Jubilee anni 
versary observances of nine Sisters were SISTER M. CHARITAS DRESS, assistant superior 
at St. Joseph’s until 1942, who now is stationed at Gallup, N. Mex., and SISTER M. 
SABINA MURRAY, former pharmacist here, now at St. Mary's Hospital, I&nporia, Kansas. 
SISTER M. BBRNARDIA McGSE, now at St. Joseph's, celebrated her 25th anniversary.I - . ; . .. . ' • , * *
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HAROLD C. LUETH, M.D., Dean, University of Nebraska College of Medicine, 
Omaha, and Past-president of the Nebraska Hospital Association, was honored by his 
election to the Board of Directors of the American Heart Association,* at'the organi
zation’s annual meeting, held simultaneously with the American Medical Association 
convention^ Atlantic City, N*H», June 5-9. He also was chosen as Delegate-at-Large. 
Present, too, at the heart group meeting was DR. FREDERICK NIEHAUS, of Omaha, who 
is president of the Nebraska Heart Association, the office in which Dr. Lueth served 
first following organization of the state group, last year.

... . REV. MOTHER MARI BEATRICE LARKIN, R.3.M. is the new Provincial Superioress 
of the Religious Sisters of Mercy, Omaha Province, having been chosen at the election 
in Omaha on June 15th, which was presided over by VEN. MOTHER MARY BERNARDINE, Mother 
General of the Community, Washington, D.C. Mother Mary Beatrice previously had 
served as Assistant Provincial under VEN. MOTHER MARY ALBERTA, R.S.M. At the same 
election, Sister Mary de Lourdes, R.S.M,, Superior of Mercy Hospital, Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, was named to the Provincial Council, and will move to the new Motherhouse quar
ters which have been established on an 80-acre tract, formerly the Algaier estate, 
near Seventy-second and Center Streets, Omaha, where the Novitiate and other Mother- 
house units, including a new College of St. Mary, will be erected.

MISS KATHERINE NOONAN, formerly office manager at Clarkson Hospital, Omaha, 
and, later, accountant at St. Joseph’s Hospital, Omaha, until ill health forced her • 
retirement, is a patient at York General Hospital,

JAMES A. CANEDY, native of Ulysses, Nebr. and a graduate of Hastings College 
is the new Administrative Resident at Clarkson Hospital, Omaha, under Administrator 
Hal G, Perrin, Mr, Canedy recently completed his course in Hospital Administration 
at Washington University, St, Louis, and entered upon his new assignment on June 15. 
Mr. Canedy is a graduate x-ray technician,

JAMES T; GOOGE, JR., who has just completed his Administrative Residency at 
Clarkson Hospital, will vacation several months with his wife’s parents in Missouri ; 
before taking a new position.

Two celebrations, honoring four Nebraska physicians who had practiced fifty 
years within their respective communities, were held May 20 and 2 1. A gold watch 
was the gift received by DR. JOHN W. BHSNDEL by.residents of Avoca and Cass County 
as the climax of a celebration which attracted more than 500 friends and former pa
tients, High tribute was paid the veteran practitioner by his townsmen and by State 
Senator H. G, Wellensiek, of Grand Island, long time friend and association. A com
munity banquet in Columbus, attended by 200 persons, honored three physicians who• 
have been mainstays of medical service in Platte County for half a century. Feted 
at the Medical Day banquet were DRS. C. A. ALLENBURGER, C. H. CAMPBELL and WILLIAM 
R. NE!MARKER. Principal speaker of the occasion was Dr. Rodney W. Bliss, of Omaha, 
Professor Emeritus, of the University of Nebraska School of Medicine. The three ; 
doctors are members of the staffs of ST. MARY'S and LUTHERAN hospitals, Columbus.

. . MISS PAULINE FRANTA, Executive Secretary of the Omaha-Douglas County Medi
cal Society for the past 14 years, resigned her position July 1, Her successor is 
Miss Clare Schneider, of Omaha. The office of the organization has been moved from 
Room 212 to Room 1730 of the Medical Arts Building. !

THOMAS FITZGERALD, M.D., assistant dean of the Creighton University College 
of Medicine, is the new chairman of the Health Division of United Community Services, 
succeeding Miss Leeta Holdrege, R.N., Director of the Visiting Nurses Association, 
Omaha. Miss Holdrege and Philip H, Vogt, Douglas County Assistance Director, have 
been elected to the executive committee for the ensuing year. >

JAMES ROUTT, of Belle Fourche, S.D., is the American Hospital Supply Corpor 
tion's new representative in northwestern Nebraska,.Wyoming, South Dakota and Montana 
He succeeds LLOYD SCHIPFSR, of Rapid City, S.D., who has entered business in Florida.
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t , , HERE - SPALDING - April 29th ever will remain a memorable
AND THERE , , , day in the.hearts of the people of this

' community for on that date the Most Rev, Edward J, 
Hunkeler, D.D., Bishop of Grand Island, blessed and laid the cornerstone for the new 
ST. JOHN'S SULLIVAN MEMORIAL HOSPITAL. Present besides the Bishop and other members 
of the Clergy and Sisters from nearby towns was the Rev. Mother Margaret Elizabeth, of 
St, Catherine, Ky,, Mother General of the Dominican Sisters, who operate the hospital, 
at Spalding as well as its 100-bed sister institution, ST. CATHERINE OF SIENNA, McCool 
Also in attendance was Verne A. Pangbom, Director, Division of Hospitals, Department 
of Health, Lincoln, who was a guest at the dinner served in the parish hall for the 
Clergy, Sisters and Medical Staff following the ceremonies.

The Cornerstone of the new $200,000 structure, which was started late in 
1950, bears the inscription, "FOUNDED - 1944. DEDICATED - 1951" It is anticipated 
that the hospital will be completed by' September. The original ST. JOHN'S occupies 
the stately Sullivan family residence, which was donated to the Dominican Sisters in 
1944 for a hospital by Miss Hanna T. Sullivan, in memory of her parents. Her brother 
Dr, M, M. Sullivan, is a member of the medical staff of ST. JOHN'S, and occupies a ne’ 
office directly across the street, together with Drs. Richard and Ruth Taylor, A cas 
donation of $10,000 and the gift of a farm highlighted a community campaign to assist 
the Sisters in financing the project. Austin E. Mutz is the hospital committee head.

CALLAWAY - Federal approval of a grant to assist in construction of the new 10-bed
CALLAWAY MUNICIPAL HOSPITAL has been announced by the USPHS, according to 

word received by L, F, Johnson, Chairman of the City Board. An emergency-type hospi
tal, the building is expected to cost approximately $110,000. Callaway at present ha; 
one resident physician, Dr. R. D. Bryson,

OMAHA - The new Pediatrics Department of ST. CATHERINE'S HOSPITAL has been presented 
with an automatically controlled incubatob and an electric suction machine by 
members of the Mercy Guild, which is composed of wives and daughters of the 

' medical staff members. Presentation of the new equipment was made to Sister 
Mary Luella, R.S.M,, R,N,, Pediatrics supervisor, as a National Hospital Day event,

CREIGHTON - All bids for construction of the proposed LUNDBERG MEMORIAL HOSPITAL were 
rejected June 5th, and new bids will be sought in the near future#i The 

20-bed maternity and emergency-type structure will cost in excess of $200,000, An 
application has been made by this Knox County town of 1,300 inhabitants for a Federal 
grant to aid in meeting the cost of the project,

OMAHA - The second phase of the extensive construction program at CREIGHTON MEMORIAL 
ST. JOSEPH'S HOSPITAL - enlargement of the power plant and laundry to provide 

expanded facilities for the rapidly mushrooming hospital structure - is making good 
progress despite rainy weather handicaps, Sister M, Crescentia, 0,S,F,,R,N,, states. 
The Administrator and Sisters on June 6th watched workmen put the finishing touches 
on:the new 143-foot radial tile smokestack, on which work began May 1st. The present 
3.10-foot chimney now is being demolished to make way for the 40 X 74’ power plant add 
tion which will house a new 300 h.p, boiler, gas-fired, with oil stand-by. Adjoining 
will be a 27 x 43 1 laundry addition which will provide an all-new wash room and thus 
permit expansion of the laundry plant. The final step in the construction program is 
to be an addition to the kitchen and food preparation area, completing a comprehonsiv 
building project started Sept. 17, 1948 with the breaking of ground for the new Our 
Lady of Victory Unit for the care of mental patients. The former psychiatric buildir 
is being remodeled into Interne and Resident living quarters. ST. JOSEPH'S now has a 
total capacity of 551 beds and 60 bassinets.

HASTINGS - Dedication of the new Administration Building at HASTINGS STATE HOSPITAL
was held June 7, and the structure now is in use, making possible the earl; 

demolition of another section of the old unit, which still contains two 60~bed wards. 
Dr, George Lytton has been named Superintendent of the now Central Nebraska Mental 
Health Clinic which was opened in the city on July 1st.
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LINCOLN - Despite the torrential rains and frequent showers of the spring season,
good progress is reported by SISTER'MARY PACIFICA, O.S.F., R.N., Superintend 

dent of SAINT ELIZABETH HOSPITAL, on the SO50,000 four-story addition which 'is being 
constructed on the south side of the institution. * Workme 1 now are on the second floor, 
pouring concrete, and it is expected that the structure will be fully under roof by 
early Fall, The top floor will provide a completely new Maternity Department service . 
area, with labor and delivery rooms as well as a nursery, A new emergency set-up and 
other service facilities will occupy the first floor, and a spacious Central Stores 
department also is being provided.

Remodeling of the main lobby of the present hospital has been completed’, 
with spacious admissions and bookkeeping department areas on the s outh side of the 
corridor, while along the front side of the structure new quarters have been supplied 
by an excellently expanded Medical Records Department, with adjoining Medical Library 
A newly remodeled office adjoining the Accounting Department has been provided for 
Business ..Manager Donald W* Duncan and his staff,

OMAHA - The awarding of a contract to A. Borchman & Sons, Omaha, for the addition of 
a fourth story on the Home for the Aged building of IMMANUEL HOSPITAL AND 

DEACONESS INSTITUTE 4ias been announced by Sister Olive Cullenberg, administrator of 
the hospital unit* Total cost of the. project, which will provide 40 additional beds 
for chronically ill and aged persons, will be approximately $150,000. Plans for the 
completion of the nurses* home also are in the making, through addition of another 
wing to the present structure, which was erected in 1945 as a Lanham Act project. The 
first unit houses class rooms, laboratories and the school library, in addition to 
facilities for 31 students. The proposed new unit would increase total capacity to 
125 students. Preliminary plans for a financial campaign to raise $750,000 to make 
possible the two projects are being drawn for late * 51 and early '52,

GRAND ISLAND - ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL is the proud possessor of a new sealed-type,
transparent plastic incubator for premature infants - "a life-saver 

for the Premies,M according to the hospital*s pediatrician, Dr. Warren Bosley. The 
incubator is so constructed that a nurse can bathe, feed and weigh the infant through 
four port-holes in the side, without having to open the unit. Because the incubator 
is always .sealed, a constant level of oxygen, humidity and temperature is maintained,

ALMA - Construction work is complete on the new 21-bed, 6 bassinet MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 
which will open about September 1. City owned but built with donated funds, 

the hospital will be operated by The Great Plains- Lutheran Hospital and Health Assn. 
Paul A. Haeker, of Aina, is the local Board chairman. About 90/o of tho required 
equipment has been received, purchase of which was financed by local funds and by a 
Federal grant. A call for registered nurses has been sounded by Mr. Haeker who also 
stresses the need for a young doctor, preferably a surgeon, in the community.

FALLS CITY - The installation of conductive linoleum floors in the Surgery and 0. B.
departments of CUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP HOSPITAL, to meet requirements 

of the National Board of Fire Underwriters, has been completed, Sister Mary Owen, R.N 
Superintendent, reports. A new crystal drip ice maker also has been installed.

NORTH PLATTE - MEMORIAL HOSPITAL GUILD has presented the institution with a -new
binocular microscope, Administrator Floyd S. Grady happily reports,

"All we need now is five nurses, two anesthetists and a combination Lab-X-ray techni
cian. Please bundle them up and send them to us," he pleads l

OMAHA - Conductive linoleum'floors have been laid in the operating room area of the
UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL, under supervision of R. B. Saxon, operating superintender

OMAHA - A combination radio-record player-T V set has been presented VETERANS HOSPITA! 
by the Omaha Chapter of American «&r Mothers for-use of the patients.
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WEST POINT HOSPITAL The need for expanded hospital facilities in the Cumin
BREAKS MANY RECORDS County area has been forcifully demonstrated by the nc

records of service which have been established thus fa 
in 1951 at MEMORIAL HOSPITAL in its new 75-bed plant which had its dedication Dec,
8th and went into operation the following week.

Records for the first six months of 1951 show 768 admissions, 255 more 
than had been admitted during the corresponding period a year ago at.the St. Joseph 
Home-Hospital, a stone’s throw from the new structure. Occupancy on several occasions 
has exceeded 50 patients. The newborn nursery has been filled to its utjaost capacity 
of 15 also several times and the 12-bed pediatrics department at no time has been 
without patients, with seven as the highest registration, A month's service in the 
Laboratory and X-Ray departments indicates averages of 563 laboratory tests and 83 
radiographic examinations. The installation of a GS Maximar 250 for deep X-ray therai 
in April has provided a needed new service, as is noted from the treatments being giv 
monthly. Average admissions each month have been running 50/$ greater than correspond
ing periods of 1950,

Dr. James F. Kelly, Sr,, Omaha radiologist, is in charge of the X-Ray depart 
ment and visits the hospital weekly. Dr. Miles Foster, of Omaha, visits the insti
tution similarly for pathological services. The medical staff, which was organized 
recently, has elected Dr. A, W, Anderson as president; Dr. I. L. Thompson, vice- 
president; Dr. C, H, L, Stehl, Scribner, secretary-treasurer. Other members includd 
Drs. W. D. Hansen, Wisner; C, B. Hayes, Lyons; W, T. Hughes, Bancroft; G. J. Srb,
Dodge and R. H. Scherer, West Point. Dr. L. L0 Ericson also has returned to West 
Point to practice, after serving his interneship at St, Mary’s Hospital, Rochester,
Minn, and receiving additional surgical training at St. Elizabeth Hospital, Lincoln,

The hospital is in charge of The Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity, 
Menitowoc, Wis., who also conduct St. Joseph Home for the Aged and Guardian Angels 
School in West Point, Since the hospital was opened, all the.rooms formerly used for 
patients at St. Joseph Home have been occupied by aged folks.

GREETINGS FROM AFAR From far off Ndanda, East Africa comes greetings to
Nebraska hospital folks from Mother Maria Lucas, O.S.I 

formerly superintendent of OUR LADY OF LOURDES HOSPITAL, Norfolk, who wishes God’s 
Blessings for her friends in the Cornhusker State. As former Prioress of tho Ameri
can branch of the Missionary Benedictine Sisters at Norfolk, Mother Maria Lucas 
went to Europe in December, 1947 for the General Chapter, held in Switzerland, fol
lowing which she found herself assigned to one of the Order's African missions. There 
Mother Maria, herself a physician, joined another member of the, Community, Sister M. 
Thekla, M.D, in-ministering, physically as well as spiritually, to the natives.
Both of the Benedictine Sisters are enjoying thoroughly taeir experiences at their 
country mission at Ndanda,

FALLS CITY ACTIVITIES Six Sisters from OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP HOSPITAL,
Falls City, have returned from the Motherhouse of the 

Sisters of Charity at Xavier, Kans., where they attended a Workshop on "The Mystical 
Body in the Hospital," conducted by Rev, Richard Rooney, S.J. for the personnel of 
all of the Community’s hospitals in Nebraska and Kansas. Similar workshops were 
conducted by Father Rooney in Colorado and Montana. The Sisters who attended the 
Kansas program included Sister Mary Owen, R.N,, Superintendent; Sister Mary Faber, 
office supervisor; Sister Mary Anita, R.T., M.T.; Sister Robert Marie, R.N,, Sis
ter Mary Alphonsine, R.N, and Sister Mary Ada, R.N, In addition, Sister Mary Faber 
represented the hospital at the First Catholic Hospital Workshop, in San Antonio,
Tex. while Sister Mary Owen, R.N., B.S. and Sister Mary Aurita, R.Ph. attended the 
Catholic Hospital Convention, in Philadelphia, early in June.

Sister Ann Leonard, R. N, has been transferred to St, John’s Hospital, at 
Helena, Montana, as Dean of Women of the Nursing Unit of Carroll College. Sister 
Robert Marie, R.N. replaces her at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Hospital.

CREIGHTON MEMORIAL
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GRAND ISLAND SCHOOL Because of increased student enrollment in the School
BUYS OMAHA PROPERTY of Nursing of St. Francis Hospital, Grand Island, a

three-story brick house at 101 South 39th Street, Omah 
has been purchased by The Poor Sisters of St. Francis Seraph as a residence for the 
freshmen students who attend Duchesne College under the affiliation program between 
the two educational institutions. The newly acquired property contains 13 spacious 
rooms and four baths, in addition to a full basement and garage. The structure, in 
recent years operated as the Lafayette Hotel, will accommodate approximately 35 stu
dents. The purchase price, including all furnishings and carpeting, was $33,000.
The St, Francis School of Nursing will enter upon its second year of affiliation with 
Duchesne College in September. Students take their second and third years of training 
at the Hospital, may secure B.SJL degrees by returning to Duchesne a fourth year.

SOUTH AMERICAN NURSES Two graduate nurses from South America currently are
AT ’BLUFFS HOSPITAL on the nursing staff of Jennie Edmundson Memorial Hos

pital, Council Bluffs, la., studying American methods 
of nursing and familiarizing themselves with the American language. The Misses Libia 
Fernandez, of Lima, Peru and Irma Guterrezj of First Harbor, Callao, Peru, both are 
graduates of the British American Hospital at Lima. Miss Dorothea Sly, Administrator 
of Edmondson Hospital, finds that both of the girls have had excellent training in 
nursing and their greatest difficulty is in mastering the American language, which 
is offering a challenge that the nurses are overcoming gradually.

Miss Fernandez plans to return to Lima in another six months. Her fiance 
is a student.in the Medical College at Lima and their plans after marriage are to 
operate a small, hospital of their own* Miss Guterrez plans to remain here a further 
period of time before returning hpme. Both nurses are elated over their experiences 
in the Mid-West and particularly over the contacts they have established through 
membership in the Spanish Club of Omaha1 They are the second group of nurses from * 
South America to seek temporary nursing staff positions at the Council Bluffs hospi
tal for a study of American customs, the first group having included four nurses.

STATE NURSES FORM Following closely upon the formation of District Six,
TWO NEW DISTRICTS Nebraska State Nurses' Association in the north centr

section of the state, registered nurses in 14 countie 
centering about North Platte have completed organization of District Seven, electing 
Miss Mary Dorwart, of North Platte, as president. Mrs. L. G. Nelson, of Chappell, 
is-vice president; Mrs, Clarence Meyer, Lodgepole, secretary, and Miss Edna Frame, 
Sidney, treasurer. The July district meeting will be held in Ogallala.

District Six officers include Miss Berniece Wagner, Norfolk, president;
Mrs. Donna Goossen, Norfolk, secretary and Miss Bette Welin, superintendent of the 
Boone County Community Hospital, Albion, treasurer.

Membership of the state organization now numbers 1,410, of whom BOO are in 
District Two, the Omaha area. Didtrict Three, Lincoln, ranks second, with 269 mem
bers; District Four, Grand Island, 114; District One, Hastings, 107; District Five, 
Alliance, 87; District Six, 33* The 46th annual convention of NSNA will be held at 
Lincoln, October 17-19, with the Nebraska State Student Nurses Association meeting 
on October 16th, with both sessions at the Hotel Lincoln,

S-0-M-E B-A-B-Y III Two teeth at birth rated as highly unusual the arrival of
a daughter, Susan Diane, born June 8th to Mr. and Mrs, Paul 

Isaacs, of Aurora, Nebr. at York General Hospital, Miss Cecelia K. Meister, R.N., 
Superintendent, proudly reports. The new arrival took her "dentures" home with her 
and was still sporting them on her first month's anniversary.

CANCER STUDY GRANTS Grants totaling $33,979 to Nebraska schools for cancer stud}
have been announced by the USPHS. Largest sum, $25,000, was 

to University of Nebraska Medical School and $5,000 to the same institution’s dental 
school. Creighton University School of Dentistry will receive $3,979t
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GRAY LADIES HEAR Representatives of four Omaha hospitals served as guest
HOSPITAL WORKERS lecturers for the class of 16 women who concluded last

month an indoctrination course in the Hospital and Rec
reation Corps (Gray Ladies Service) of the American Red Cross at the Omaha Chapter 
House, The new group of Gray Ladies now has been assigned to service in Omaha hos
pitals and in the transportation corps* which assists the Red Cross Blood Bank Cen
ter and in 9ther volunteer activities. The course was conducted under supervision 
of Mrs, Byron P, Demorest, Chairman, with Mrs* Leo A, Daly, Jr, and Mrs.J, J, Wrabetz., 
co-chairmen* \ i(

The subject of "Hospital Management" was discussed befbrethe group by 
Francis J, Bath, Business Manager, Creighton Memorial St, Joseph*s Hospital, while 
"Hospital Ethics" was presented by Mrs. Maxine W. Jacks, Director of Education, Clark 
son Hospital School of Nursing, Miss Irma M. Kyle, Director, School of Nursing, Uni
versity of Nebraska, briefed the class on "The History of Nursing" and also conducted 
the women on a tour of University Hospital. At the concluding session, Dr. W. M, 
Gysin, Chief, Neuro-Psychiatric Service, Omaha Veterans Administration Hospital, 
talked to the class on "The Psychology of the Sick,"

Omaha hospitals now served by the Gray Ladies include St. Catherine's and 
St, Joseph's, Clarkson, Doctors, Douglas County, Immanuel, Lutheran, Methodist, Uni
versity and Veterans, The women also are active at the Blood Center. Twelve of the 
Gray Ladies recently were awarded chevrons and stripes, Miss Kathryn Tukey, of Omaha, 
receiving her third chevron, indicating twelve years of continuous volunteer service. 
Chevrons also were awarded Mrs. Gunner A, Neston and Mrs. Sigure Johnson for their 
ten years of service, while nine others received stripes denoting from three to nine 
years continuous membership and work in the unit,

PRACTICAL NURSES TO Members of the Practical Nurse Association of Nebraska
BACK LICENSING ACT voted at their first annual meeting in Omaha, June 7,

to actively sponsor a bill before the next session of 
the Unicameral Legislature to provide for the licensing of practical nurses in the 
state. The bill as contemplated would require hospital or vocational school train
ing for practical nurses, Mrs. William Casey, Omaha, was elected first state presi
dent of the group; Mrs. Celeste Wiggins, Omaha, vice-president; Mrs: Daisy Roberts, 
Lincoln, secretary; Mrs, Ruth Dietz and Mrs, Ada Davenhill, Lincoln, and Mrs. Edna 
Bradley, of Omaha^ directors. Mrs, Marie Humlicek, of Omaha, is the new president 
of Omaha Division, District 2, Practical Nurses Association,

DIET MANUAL PUBLISHED A new 68-page Diet Manual, intended primarily to facili
tate uniformity in the prescribing of diets by staff 

physicians for patients of Creighton Memorial St, Joseph's Hospital, Omaha, has been 
compiled and published by a Committee consisting of members of the internal medicine 
staff and dietitians of the institution. Treated upon individually are therapeutic, 
soft and deficiency diets, with detailed listings of'foods rich in various contents. 
Separate sections deal with normal and special diets, with sample menus, including 
daily allowances of 800, 1,000, 1,200 and 1,500 calories, and high caloric diets.
For diabetic patients, the manual emphasizes the importance of measured rather than 
weighed portions of food after the patient's departure from the hospital, thus mak
ing much easier the formerly dreaded problem of "eating out."

"A patient well informed concerning his diet will be less apprehensive and 
life will be more pleasant for him," the dietary treatise points out. All patient 
service divisions of the hospital have copies of the Manual for ready reference by 
the attending physicians as well as the house staff, Sister M, Creacentia states.

MANY HAVE CHEST X-RAYS The Omaha-Douglas County Chest X-Ray Survey, ending its
first year of free x-ray films for all comers in June, 

reported a total of 42,541 persons served, or whom approximately 700 had demonstrable 
pathology. Interpretation of films is made by Omaha radiologists without charge.
The program has entered upon its second year with the mobile unit spotted each week 
in various sections e>f Omaha and Douglas County for use of residents and visitors 
alike.
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STUDENT TECHNICIANS Six students /who completed theoretical work in hospital
BEGIN PRACTICAL WORK subjects as members of the June, 1951 graduating class

at the College of St, Mary, Omaha, have received appoint 
ments for a year of practical training in four mid-western hospitals, Sister Mary 
Alice, R.S.M,/Director of the school, reports. Five are graduates of the Course, in 
Medical Technology and three have completed studies in Medical Record Librarian work.

Of the former, Miss Mary- Jo Pitner, Colby, Kans. and Miss Patricia Cain, of 
Scotia, Nebr., aret aking their practical training at MERCY HOSPITAL, Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, and Hiss Mary Ann Steinrauf, Omaha, has enrolled at BISHOP CLARKSON HOSPITAL, 
Omaha, Miss Mary Harrahill, Greeley, and Miss Claire Moriarity, Omaha, have gone to 
St, Mary's Hospital, Madison, Wis. for their laboratory training. Of the medical 
record, librarian students, Miss Mary Rosalyn Hartnett, Hubbard, Nebr, is working at 
ST. JOSEPH’S HOSPITAL, Omaha. ’ ’V

Two other graduates in this work, the Misses Nora Rose Duethman, Omaha, anc 
Patricia Gleason, Imperial, Nebr., are taking summer vacations before beginning work,

JOB NEARS COMPLETION Capping exercises for Freshmen students of* St. Francis
Hospital School of Nursing, Grand Island, and a seminar 

on polio, July 31st, marked the opening public events in the spacious new auditorium- 
bymnasium of the newly erected nurses* residence of the institution. Student nurses: 
have moved from the quarters which they have occupied in the north wing of the hospi
tal ihto their comfortable new home. Cement walks now are being constructed, as als< 
is a concrete tennis court, 40 x 80 feet in size. Public dedication of the new builc 
ing will be an early fall event. The Polio seminar attracted 60 ‘delegates from the 
local chapters in the western Nebraska area,

VETERAN DOCTORS EXPIRE DR. WILLIAM P. HANEY, 74, assistant professor emeritus c
■} ' otolaryngology of the University of Nebraska College of

Medicine, died July 19 in Omaha, where he had been in retirement since January, 1951* 
A native of Omaha, Dr. Haney attended the University of Nebraska, and Creighton 
University School of Medicine before going to Rush College of Surgery, Chicago,‘from 
which he graduated iq 1901. An eye, ear, nose and-throa; specialist, he was one of 
nine Nebraska physicians who received fifty-year service pins at the Nebraska State 
Medical Association's 83rd annual convention, April 30, in Omaha,

DR. FREDERICK 0. BECK, 71, president of the Board of Trustees of DOCTORS 
HOSPITAL, Omaha, and head of finance at the hospital for the past ten years, died 
suddenly on August 1 while seeing patients in his office. Dr. Beck had practiced mec 
cine in Omaha for 46 years and was keenly interested in.hospital problems,

’ It. .  4' * ■ ■ . * 4
NEW HOSPITAL HEADS The appointment of new administrators for two Nebraska

> hospitals was ammounced during July.

GERALD ALDRIDGE, a'graduate of the Washington University School of Hospital 
Administration, St. Louis, Mo, on July 1st became Administrator of MARY LANNING'- 
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, Hastings. A long-time resident of Alamosa, Colo., Mr... Aldridge 
graduated from Denver University and returned to that city after completing'His 
course at Washington University, to serve his year of residency in .hospital' adminis
tration at St, Luke’s Hospital, under Administrator Roy R. Prangley, Mr,- and'Mrs, 
Aldridge have two small daughters. E. D. WILKEN, who has been serving as Business 
Manager at Mary Banning for the past three and a half years, and who is a member of 
the Board of trustees, will devote his full time to management of the Lanning Trust, 
of which the hospital is the beneficiary,

HERBERT A. ANDERSON, 33, of Duluth, Minn., is the newly named administrator o. 
LINCOLN GENERAL HOSPITAL, succeeding T, J, McGinty, head of the institution for the 
past' five years, i>rho resigned on July 15th and has entered the field of hospital con
sultation v/ork, Mr. Anderson was educated at the University of Minnesota. He re
ceived his Master’s degree in Hospital Administration in 1949, and for the past two 
years has been Assistant Administrator at University of Michigan Hospital, Ann Arbor,
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RAZE LANDMARK AS Demolition of the original unit of ST. CATHERINE*S HOSPITAL,
HOSPITAL SPREADS Omaha, of nineteenth century vintage, has begun, marking the

passing of another of the city’s old landmarks.

Built in 1878 as the Kountze Family home, the house was one of the more por
tentous structures in the then flourishing southeast residential section of the in
fant but rapidly growing city. After occupying the property for 30 years, the 
Kountzes sold the place to Mrs, Catherine Nash, who in turn presented it in 1910 to 
the Sisters of Mercy as a maternity home, which was becoming a need as hospitals then 
declined to admit obstetrical cases. The first patient was a surgical case, how
ever, Sister Mary Kevin, R.S.M., B.S.N,, Director of the School of Nursing, recalls. 
It was not until the first addition, the North Wing, was added in 1916' that the in
stitution became a general hospital, and medical and surgical patients were regular
ly admitted. The original maternity home contained about 40 beds.

After construction of the East Wing, in 1925, the Kountze-Nash unit housed 
the Sisters* Chapel, hospital offices, reception rooms and the drug room on first 
floor and the obstetrical and pediatrics departments on the second floor. Pharmacy 
and Pediatrics now are located in the East Wing, first floor : and the 0,B. depart
ment on the second floor. The Chapel has been moved to a temporary spot in the 
basement of the West Wing, built in 1949, pending completion of plans for erection 
of a 'new Chapel and Convent on the same location as the building now being razed.
In the meantime, the grounds will be landscaped. A new Nurses* Home was erected in 
1943, and future plans contemplate another wing to replace the old frame unit.

Sister Mary John, R.S.M*., R.N,, present administrator of St. Catherine’s, has 
been stationed at the institution ever since the structure was opened, back in 1910, 
She served as superintendent of the School of Nursing, opened in 1912, remaining in 
that position until 1935, when she was named as head of the hospital to succeed Sis
ter Mary Grace, Sister Mary John also has served as Superior of the religious com
munity at the hospital much of the time during her tenure of office as administrator. 
Sister Mary Kevin assumed her present duties as Director of the School of Nursing in 
1935, succeeding Sister Mary John*

NURSE AIDE COURSE A Training class intended to supply workers for the blood
donor center, local hospitals and for possible Civil Defense 

activities was started July 9 by the Omaha Red Cross Chapter, at Veterans Hospital. 
The 80-hour course includes class room instruction and practical experience in hos
pital work. Certificates as Nurses! Aides will be awarded all finishing the course. 
Mrs, Harry F. Abel, R.N. is serving as volunteer instructor for the class.

SISTER OLIVE HONORED Sister Olive Cullenberg, administrator of Immanuel Hospital,
Omaha, and presiding sister of the Immanuel Deaconess In

stitute, has been elected president of the Lutheran Deaconess Conference in America* 
She succeeds Sister Anna Epbert, of Philadelphia, Sister Olive is a member of the 
State Hospital Advisory Committee and is a past president of Omaha Hospital Council,

REFRESHER COURSE Omaha’s hospitals which conduct schools of nursing joined
in furnishing instructors for a refresher course for regis

tered graduate nurses, June 25 to July 13, at Methodist Hospital, Omaha, The course 
was under auspices of the Omaha League of Nursing Edication and District 2, NSNA,

MORE V.A, HOSPITALS Plans for an additional 24 new Veterans Administration hospi
tals, with 16,000 more beds, are included in a till passed 

by the House of Representatives, in Washington, which new has been sent to the Senate 
The program also would include the enlargement of 14 existing hospitals, with total 
estimated costs of approximately 1335,000,000. Chairman Rankin (Dem,, Miss,), who 
is chairman of the Veterans Affairs Committee, cites the Korean war casualties as 
his reason for forcing a House vote on the measure.
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HOSPITAL "MISSIONARIES11 (continued from Page 2)
activities, by Eugene J. Saxton, President, Nebraska Hospital Association, and Adminis 
trator of Dodge County Community Hospital, Fremont. "Hospitals and S ocial Security" 
was the topic of the talk by Mrs, Verna S. Ranking central Nebraska field office head
T. J. McGinty, vice-president, Nebraska Hospital Association, Lincoln, presented an 
interesting resume on "Meeting Nursing'Requirements" and "Therapeutic Diet Problems" 
was discussed by Miss Jane Hildebrandt, Chief Dietitian, St. Francis Hospital, Grand 
Island, who offered practical suggestions for menu-planning in hospitals without a 
full-tine dietitian. Guest speaker at the noon luncheon at Hotel Yancey was Miss 
Pruitt, who again enthralled her audience, as she had done both previous days,

3. D, Milkens, member of the Board, Mary Lanning Memorial Hospital, Hastings, 
in his talk on "Local Responsibilities in Nursing Education," stressed the need for 
small communities to recruit candidates for nurse training rather than leave this 
responsibility wholly with the schools of nursing, "When the student finishes her 
training, she eventually will go back to her home community," he reminded listeners. 
He was followed by President Saxton, who discussed the proposed new standards and 
working conditions for general duty nurses of the N.S.N.A, After a spirited "Q & A" 
program, visitors were conducted on a tour of the new milk formula laboratory, cen
tral service and school of nursing facilities at St. Francis Hospital.

Mrs. Edith Wilcox, Superintendent, Lutheran Hospital, Norfolk, presided at 
the final dayfs conference at the Hotel Madison, on Friday, where 25 were in attend
ance. The guests were greeted by Mayor B, A. McCreary at the morning session, at 
which T. J, McGinty, pinch-hitting for Paul F. Finnman, discussed "Purchasing and 
Hospital Costs", followed by an’ effective presentation on "Food Cost Accounting for 
Small Hospitals" by M s s  Pruitt, who advised the audience that many articles on the 
subject were available from among the 10,000 volumes in the Bacon Library, access to 
which is free to A, H. A. members. Richard C, Wiebe, of Beatrice, explained the'ser
vices of the Nebraska Blue Cross and Blue Shield Plans in hospitals of the state, 
while Rev. B . 0. Lyle, administrator of Methodist Hospital outlined "Hospital Ac
creditation" procedures.

Outstanding speaker of the afternoon was Warren R. Cook, Norfolk business man, 
who forcibly reminded his spellbound audience of the sometimes forgotten phase of 
hospital operation - the Patient - in his most effective presentation entitled 
"What the Public Expects of a Hospital." An enlivening hour of discussion also was 
projected by the address on "Hospital Trustee Responsibilities," by Rev, 0. C.
Decker, of Battle Creek, chairman of the executive committee, Lutheran Hospital^ Nor
folk, and the response on "Administrator and Trustee Relations," by Mr. McGinty, who 
spoke from the standpoint of the hospital superintendent,

In summarization of the week's activities, President Saxton expressed delight 
of Nebraska Hospital Association officers at the splendid interest exhibited at the 
four meetings, and the hope that all who profited by the various presentations will 
assist in doubling or tripling attendance at the 1952 Caravan conferences,

SC0TTS3LUFF HOSPITAL More than 4,000 admissions were recorded in the fiscal year
SETS SERVICE RECORDS ending June 1 at WEST NEBRASKA METHODIST HOSPITAL, Adminis

trator Frederic R, Veeder disclosed in his annual report to 
the governing board. In addition, 625 births established a new high in the Maternity 
Department, The School of Nursing, with an enrollment of 49 students, is expecting 
to shatter all records with 60 students after admission of the new Fall class. West' 
Nebraska now has a staff of 40 M,D,*s and 10 dentists, including specialists in eye, 
surgery, radiology and urology who have located during the past three years in the 
community. Rated as fully approved by the American College of Surgeons, the hospita] 
a.j.30 now has been approved for residency training in hospital administration. "We 
nave an ample supply of hospital beds and good doctors, and no shortage of nurses.
One in the hospital field could ask for little more —  except perhaps a little more 
money," Mr, Veeder concludes his report.
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"MID VEST" OFFICERS An early start on preliminary arrangements looking toward
BEEEN PLANS FOR ’52 an even greater 1952 convention of the Hid-West Hospital

Association than characterized the 1951 session in 
Kansas City was inaugurated by officers and committee chairmen at an all-day meeting* 
June 22* at the Hotel President, Representing Nebraska were Dr, Harold C, Lueth, of 
University Hospital* Omaha* president-elect of the "Mid-West", and T, J. McGinty* of 
Lincoln General Hospital* vice-president of Nebraska Hospital Association,

None but the most favorable of comments have been received from exhibitors 
and hospital people alike on the rejuvenated 1951 convention which, for the first 
time, set definite exhibit hours from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and program sessions only 
from 9 to 11 and 3 to 5 o ’clock. Exhibitors have asked through the Hospital Indus
tries Association that the same arrangements be repeated next year. Floor plans for 
the 1952 meeting*^scheduled for April 23, 24 and 25, will be expanded from 128 to 
138 booths, Homer Reid, Menorah Hospital, Kansas City, Exhibits Committee chairman, 
announced. Francis J, Bath, St, Joseph’s Hospital, Omaha, was appointed Co-Chair
man of the Exhibits Committee, Mrs* Celeste Kemler, R.N,, Administrator, Valley View 
Hospital, Ada* Okla, was appointed Chairman of the Program Committee; Cleveland S, 
Rogers, Executive Secretary* Oklahoma Hospital Association, Tulsa, chairman of the 
Publicity and Attendance Committee, and Steacy Pickell, Municipal Hospital, Kansas 
City, Mo,, chairman of Local Arrangements Committee,

An Institute of Public Relations, to be conducted by J. Foley, Director of 
Public Relations, American Hospital Association, is planned for the Monday and Tuesda; 
preceding the *52 meeting, on April 21-22, Miss Susan 8, Jenkins* Executive Secretary 
Kansas City Area Hospital Council, was named as Institute Chairman, The Executive 
Committee also voted to repeat on April 22, 1952 the highly successful President’s 
Reception, and the dinner-program honoring the religious present at the convention, 
on Wednesday evening, April 23, A breakfast meeting of officers, trustees, executive 
board members and committee chairmen will be held during the A.H.A, convention in St, 
Louis, in September, to consider program plan progress.

Members of the Executive Board for 1951-52 were announced by President Kenneth 
Wallace,- Univer ity of Oklahoma Hospitals, Oklahoma City, to include:

Dr, Lueth, president-elect, Omaha; Roy R. Anderson, Presbyterian Hospital, 
Denver; R,L; Loy, Mercy Hospital* Oklahoma City; John A, Rowland, Trinity Hospital, 
Little Rock* Ark,; Sister M, Leona* Mt, Camel Hospital, Pittsburg, Kans.; Louis J,
Lis wood, National Jewish Hospital, Denver; Clarence E, Copeland* Baptist Hospital,
St, Louis; John R. Smiley* St, Luke’s Hospital, Kansas City, Mo,; T, J.'McGinty, of 
Lincoln General Hospital, Lincoln, Nebr.; John P. Cox, Baptist Hospital, Muskogee, 
Gkla, and Leo W, Reifel, Ivinson Memorial Hospital, Laramie, Wyo,

NEW HEAD ARRIVES AT MISS PHYLLIS LEVENS, Newly appointed superintendent of
CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL CHILDREN'S MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, Omaha* assumed her duties

July 15* succeeding Mrs. Grace Barber Gaskill* R.N,* 
who was married April 21st in New York City and who left July 18th to join her hus
band, Leon Gaskiji, former Gmahan.' A tea in honor of Miss Levens was given July 12 
With members of the Hospital Board, and other Omaha hospital administrators as guests

Educated at Northwestern University and University of Chicago, Miss Levens 
served her administrative interneship at Monmouth Memorial Hospital, Long'Branch*
N, J. and later was assistant superintendent of Conenaugh Valley Hospital, Johnstownf 
Pa, Miss Levens is the second head of the Omaha Children’s Hospital, Mrs, Gaskixl 
having served as superintendent since its opening in March, 1948.

HEALTH BUDGET SET The combined Cmaha-Douglas County 'Health Department will
operate on a budget of $239,060 for the year beginning 

July 1, 1951, as'approved by the City Council and Douglas County Board, T ho city 
will supply $216,266, the County $22,794, based on the city-county population ratio,
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CREIGHTON M EM ORIAL ' "
ST. JOSEPH HOSPITAL

WITH THE BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD PUNS IN NEBRASKA

GIRL, HOSPITALIZED It is more than likely that the record for most hospital
19 TIMES IN 12 MONTHS ! admissions by any one Blue Cross member in less than a

year is held by blonde, shy little three-and-a-half year 
old Jane Zents, of Omaha, The child suffers from asthma, and when the attacks become 
severe, the little Blue Cross Junior require', hospital care. Many types of treatment 
have been used, but none.have proved completely successful to date, v

BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD has played an important part in making it possible for 
Jane to receive the care she needs, The total payment made by the Plans thus far has 
amounted'to $1,459*15. Of this, B lue Cross has paid $1,152*15 to Children’s Memorial 
Hospital, Omaha, and Blue Shield has paid $309 to the attending physician, Mr, and 
Mrs. Leo Z ents, Jane’s parents, say: "We don’t know what we would have done without 
our Blue Cross-Blue Shield. We never know when we might need to use this protection 
for ourselves and our three children. We would not think of ever being without it, be 
cause Blue Cross-Blue Shield always have given us wonderful help on our medical bills,

MEMBERS, PAYMENTS The mid-year reports of Nebraska BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD
REACH A NEW PEAK 1 Plans indicate that both organizations far exceeded all

.previous records in service to members and payments to 
Hospitals and physicians. Combined payments of the two plans during the first six 
months of"1951 amounted to $1,709,475 - nearly a half-million more than was paid up 
to July 1, 1950, It is estimated that 1951 payments will exceed 3i million dollars.

Members enrolled under the Blue Cross banner on July 1st totaled 191,109 in 
Nebraska, of whom 79,962 were subscribers and 111,147 were dependents, representing 
3?388 active groups, Approximately one-third of the membership now holds the $7.00 
per day certificate* Disbursements to hospitals for services to members during the 
sax months’ period soared close to the million dollar mark - $961,854.75 to be exact! 
The percentage of hospitalization cost to earned income was 87.94%, a record probably 
unequalled by any other hospital service organization. Of the total, $167,835.^8 was 
paid on hospital claims for the month of June for services to 3,031 members who had a 
total of 15,056 days of hospital care; Service was rendered on 16,858 cases during t 
first half of 1951, and a total of 89,384 hospital days of care.

BLUE SHIELD membership on July 1st was 158,500. P ayments to physicians for 
24,072 individual services amounted to $747,621, or 82.45% of the Plan’s income dolla 
Administration costs absorbed 10,78 cents and 6,77 went into reserves,' This record 
compares with payments of $517,526 during the first six months of 1950, for services 
to 16,469 members, B lue Shield earned income during the period was $906,739.

NEBRASKA HOSPITAL NEWS "WANT ADS"

WANTED: Nurse Anesthetist; also Laboratory Technician, Steady positions, good 
salaries and working conditions, St. Catherine’s Hospital, Omaha,

FOR SALE: Two electrically heated tray conveyors, with cold compartments, in’good 
condition. Also Burroughs accounting machine, accumulative totals, fine 

for payroll work and distribution procedures; Ediphone transcriber, with controls, 
cheap. Write Sister M, Crescentia, O.3.F., Admr,, St, Joseph’s Hospital, Omaha, 
POSITION WANTED: X-ray Technician, soon to finish training, wishes position; not

registered. Prefers central Nebraska, Write Bex 12, NHNEWS.
FOR SALE: Prometheus electric food cart, 55-patient size. All stainless, used but 

few times. Also complete fracture bed. St. Catherine’s Hospital, McCc k-. 
FOR SALE; Castle electric sterilizing unit, including autoclave, hot water and water 

bath sterilizer, A-l condition,* Write Everett Johnson, Burwoll, Nebraska 
OPEN FOR POSITION - Male administrator, 46, for hospital of 125 beds or'less; 9 year- 

experience. Just completing building program. Write Box 46, c/o NHNEWSc

"THE BEST PART OF A MAN’S LIFE CONSISTS OF HIS FRIENDSHIPS."
—  Abraham Lincolh
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Meet me in St. Lou - is, Lou - is, Charm-ing host town rare 1

BY TRAIN OR PLANE, BY HC .K OR CROOK, GET TO ST. LOUIS, SEPTEMBER 17-21!

Pleasure a-plenty and a liberal education thrown in for good measure await 
the nearly eight thousand hospital people from far and near who will hourney next 
week-end to St, Louis for the 53rd annual convention of the American Hospital Asso
ciation, to be held September 17-21 at Keil Auditorium,

Nebraska hospitals will be well represented, advance reports indicate, net 
only at the A. H* A, sessions but also at meetings of allied groups, including the 
American College of Hospital Administrators, American Association of Medical Record 
Librarians, American A sscciation of Nurse Anesthetists and the Women’s Auxiliariesr

Officially representing the Nebraska Hospital Association will be Harold 
J, Hamilton, of Brewster Hospital, Idroge, and Francis J, Bath, St. Joseph's Hos
pital, Omaha, as members of the Ho ne of Delegates of the American Hospital Associa
tion. Mr. Bath has been appointee tc serve nr: in this year as Assistant Sergeant at 
Arms of the House c£ Dalegates at its tnree official sessions, Sunday, Tiesday, and 
Wednesday,

Delegates to the Medical Record Librarians sessions, at the Sheraton Hotel 
include Sloper M* Paphnutiana, C.S.F,, R.R.L., St, Elizabeth Hospital, Lincoln, for 
the Nebraska,Association of Medic ai. Record Librarians, and Sister M. Sosita,O.S,F,,



R,R,L,, Stf Joseph’s Hospital, Omaha, for the Omaha Area unit of the state organiza
tion.

With the theme of the convention centering about "Trends Influencing the 
Quality R5f 'HbSpital Car5', genera*! sessions wiii payvparticulap’. attention .tQ^pecial- 
ized topics related to the main subject, such as "Hospitals and the Practice of 
Medicine", Monday afternoon; "Other Major Trends - More Efficient Hospital Operation" 
Tuesday afternoon; "Trends in Mobil*sation Affecting the Quality of Hospital Care," 
and "Attaining Administrative Flexibility in Meeting Changes", Thursday, Sectional 
meetings Wednesday vdll treat specifically upon "better Quality of Hospital Care by 
Improved Methods", Other important topics include "Blue Cross - An Important Nation
al Trend" and "What’s An Idea Worth?", both scheduled for Tuesday presentation.

Turning to the lighter side of the week’s activities, convention-goers are 
looking forward in eager anticipation to the two major social events on the schedule, 
"MEET ME IN ST, LOUIS" Night, Monday, and the annual banquet, presentation of 1951 
Association awards and induction of Anthony J. J. Rourke, M.D,, medical superinten
dent ,of Stanford University Hospitals, San Francisco, Cal., as incoming president.

Old-fashioned southern hospitality will characterize the "MEET ME IN SAINT 
LOUIS" program Monday evening at the Hotel Jefferson, with Belles of Crinoline Days 
mingling with high-hatted, bewr shared, frock-bailed gentlemen to bring back nostal
gic memories of nineteenth century life along the Mississippi River, much of which 
centered in the convention host city, Open to all convention guests, "MEET MS IN 
ST, LOUIS" Night will be featured by a special performance in the Gold Room of Hotel 
Jefferson of Showboat Days Melodrama as only the talented cast of the World Famous 
Cap’n Billy’s Showboat, GOLDENROD, can present. Tragedians and Comedians promise 
good old-time tear-jerkers and laugh-producers, supplemented with entertaining vaude
ville skits of by-gone days,

A Buffet Supper, a la Showboat style, will be served to all guests in at
tendance at the "MEET ME IN ST, LOUIS" Night event. Tickets will be on sale Monday, 
September I?-, at the Registration Desks. '*• ,;f ' -

Commercial activities, too. will hold sway during Convention Week, with 
500 technical exhibit booths displaying the neweso equipment and supplies of 300 
firms which cater to hospital needs „ The exhibit), covering two whole floors of the 
block-square Kiel Auditorium, truly will be "The Hospital Merchandise Mart of 1951."

Early arrivals may register Saturday and Sunday at headquarters hotels,and 
at Kiel Auditorium, beginning Monday morning.

IF' YOU HAVEN’T SECURED HOTEL ACCOMODATIONS YET, WRITE TODAY.

WE’LL BE A-SESIN’ YOU IN ST. LOUIS NEXT WEEK 111

"MID-WEST" OFFICERS A breakfast meeting of Officers, Trustees, Executive
TO MEET IN ST LOUIS Board members and committee- chairmen of the Mid-West

Hospital Association will be held in St, Louis next 
week, during the A, H. A, Convention, to hear reports of progress and to discuss fur
ther plans for the 24th annual convention, April 23-25, 1952, in Kansas City. The 
breakfast will be served at 8:00 o ’clock Tuesday morning, September 18, at Hotel 
Jefferson. President Kenneth Wallace, of Oklahoma City, will preside,

FINNMAN IS NAMED Paul F, Finnman, Business Manager of Immanuel Hos
pital and Deaconness Institute, has been appointed 

as Acting Executive Secretary of the Nebraska Hospital Association by the Executive 
Board, pending selection of a permanent appointee for the position.



‘HOSPITAL, . INSURANCE A coherence between representatives of insurance car-
COMMITTEES TO CONFER riers and the Workmen’s Compensation Committee of the

Nebraska Hospital Association has been scheduled to be 
held Thursday, September 13, in the Conference Room at University Hospital, Omaha,
The purpose of the meeting will be a clarification of the problems arising from the 
iling of numerous upward revisions in hospital charges during the first half of 1951 

with the Nebraska Workmen’s Compensation Court for the care of industrial injury pa- 
ients, , Declaring that "schedules have become utterly unworkable," judges of the 

Compensation Court are urging hospitals, employers^and insurers to develop a uniform 
or workable schedule of fees wuich would be reasonably constant for guidance of the 
Court in the approval of fair charges for services to injured employes.

NEBRASKANS URGED TO A comprehensive questionnaire which will assure proper
COOPERATE IN SURVEY ' assembling of vital information required for essential

defense mobilization planning procedures will be re
ceived soon by a number of representative Nebraska hospitals of various sizes and 
bypesL as part of a country-wide survey designed to acquaint national health leaders 
with the amounts of equipment and supplies required to guarantee uninterrupted opera
tion of hospitals in event of war or other national emergencies.

Cooperating in development of the‘survey program are Guy Trimble, Chief, 
Equipment and Supply Section, 'Division of Hospital Facilities, U.S. Public Health 
Service, Washington; Leonard P, Goudy, Purchasing Specialist, American Hospital As
sociation; Everett W. Jones, Vice-President, Modem Hospital Publishing Company, and 
representatives of the National Security Resources Board, the National Production 
Administration and the Defense Prodr.' tion Authority,

Hospital administrators will b 3 requested to provide information on all 
manner and kind of mechanical, electrical and other common-use building equipment 
and materials, laundry equipment, food preparation and service equipment and all 
kxnds bf professional equipment aid supplies. However, to insure that no one hos
pital will be saddled with an impossibly heavy load in compiling the required inform 
mation, the committee iii charge plans to ask from 50 to 75 of the larger hospitals 
in the country for information on about 150 items; consumption data on 75 to 100 
items will be asked from approximately 1,200 hospitals, and another 4,500 smaller 
institutions will be requested to send data on a list of 25 common items of equip
ment and supplies,

f ' ' ' ' ■ : • ; /' ■'
I To facilitate completion of the survey, all hospital administrators from 

whom information is sought are URGED TO SUPPLY the data at the earliest possible 
date, as all hospitals in the country stand to benefit materially from the results% 
WATCH FOR THE QUESTIONNAIRE in your rail within the very near future; RESPOND PROMPT
LY, PLEASE, for your own benefit and that of your fellow-administrators i

AREA COUNCIL MEETING’ The first Fall meeting of the Omaha Area Hospital Coun
cil will be held Thursday afternoon, September 13, at 

the VETEjRANS ADMINISTRATION HOSPITAL, Omaha, at 2:30 o ’clock. A speaker of national 
repute in the hospital field is expected to be present, and to discuss subjects of 
great interest to Nebraska hospital leaders, A tour of the new V.A. Hospital will 
follow the program, with Dr. John J, Tyson, Manager, as host.

WELCOME NEWS J J l One of the most pleasant bits of news for Nebraska *
« hospital heads, in many a moon was the announcement 6&

August 15th of reduced costs on a representative list of surgical dressings items J 
The reductions were announced simul ,-jnoously by three national manufacturers and 
distributor? in the wake of sharpl curtailed costs of raw cotton during the previous 
fortnight. Downward adjustments e 701 aged about 5$ and were reflected principally in 
gauze and gauze products, and adhesive tape. THANKS J- - COME AGAIN, BOYS M l

,Other hospital requirements sharing in the weakened cotton market included 
sheets and similar items of institutional linens, which now are-8 to 10$ lower,



PRIORITIES NEEDED ON Revised National Production Authority regulations, ef-
ESSENTIAL MATERIALS fective September 1st, make mandatory the securing of

priority ratings for the purchase of steel, copper and 
aluminum by all industries, including hospitals„- Marvin K, Hicks., District Manager,
U, S, Department of Commerce, Omaha Field Office, has announced.

Priority ratings covering the purchase of maintenance, repair and operating 
supplies are automatically available to hospitals under CMP Regulation #5, subject 
to limitations based upon 1950 quarterly consumption records, On orders placed for 
such materials and supplies, the buyer may be required to extend a priority rating 
if the vendor is unable to provide such items without such rating. The symbol to be 
used on purchase orders is "D0-MR0<, Certified under CMP Regulation #5." The same 
rating may be extended also for minor capital additions up to $1,000 in any one quar
ter, regardless of quarterly quotas.

On new construction work requiring more than two tons of steel and 200 lbs, 
of copper, application must be filed on CMP-4C form. No aluminum or stainless steel 
and alloy steel may be secured by such an application. Complete details on priority 
requirements may be secured from Mr* Hicks at the above named office, 235 Sunderland 
Building, 403 S, 15th St,, Qma’.a* 2* Mr* Hicks also reports that Hospitals may se
cure the bi-weekly "Bulletin of Commerce," which contains news on NPA regulations 
and orders as they are issued, free of charge> simply by requesting that your name 
be placed on the mailing list of the Department of Commerce*

NEBRASKA HEART GROUP Supplementing the annual spring meeting, members pf
PLANS CLINIC, SEPTi 20 the Nebraska Heart Association on Thursday, September'

20th, will hold an all-day Clinic at Hotel Cornhusker, 
Lincoln. Case presentations of congenital and rheumatic heart disease will feature 
the morning session, with a business meeting of the Nebraska Heart group and a round
table discussion at the noon luncheon, Formal papers by Drs, Schafer, Diamond and 
Hall, of the University of Kansas Medical School, and two Nebraska internists are on 
the afternoon program. A banquet for t’jye doctors and their wives will be followed 
at 8 o'clock by an open meeting at which the public will be invited to participate 
in the discussion, led by Dr. Harold Ci Lueth and Dr. Frederick G. Gillick, Deans-of 
the University of Nebraska and Creighton University schools of medicine.

There are now three heart clinics in Nebraska, two in Omaha conducted by 
the medical colleges of Creighton University and the University of Nebraska, and the 
newly established Lincoln Heart Clin c, operated by Drs* G* W, Covey and 0, V,
Calhoun, Between 15 and 25 patients are seen weekly at each of the Omaha clinics,
All three clinics have received gif us of $500 each from the Nebraska Heart Associa
tion, to assist in meeting operating expenses* Contributions of nearly $20,000 have 
been made thus far this year by residents of Nebraska to the state Heart Fund.

-x- -x- -x- -x- -x- -x- -x- -x- The Omaha-Midwest Clinical Society expects a number
" Q U I C K I E S "  of distinguished guests at its 19th Annual Assembly, '

-x- *x- -x- -x- -x- -x- -x- -x- -x- Oct* 29-Ng v * 2, at Hotel Paxton, Omaha, It is the
first regional meeting to be given "A" rating by the 

American Academy of General Pn coitioners, whose memiers are allowed attendance 
credits toward the 50 hours of formal post-graduate study required every three years 
for^continued membership in the Academy. * * . JOSEPH MORROW, M*D., Seward phy
sician since 1903> died A ugust 12, He graduated from Electra Medical College in 
1893 and*practiced in Garland^ Nebr* until he moved to Seward* * . . A RTHUR
C. ST0RZ, vice-president of Stors Brewing Co.* Omaha^ has donated a 15 k.w. electric 
generator to Children’s Memorial Hospital, Omaha, after learning of a power failure 
last month, caused by a storm-snappe! power line, which required that five iron 
lungs be operated by hand until service could be restored* * * . After "wander
ing around" the downtown area for the past year, the Nebraska-Jowq Regional Blood 
Center operated by the Omaha Chapter of the American Red Cross, has returned to its 
original home, 2549 Farnam St,, made possible by removal of offices to the Chapter 
House. — ------  The expansion bill permit handling of 100 donors a day hereafter,

AGAIN WE URGE - "MEET ME IN SAINT LOUIS" - SEPTEMBER 17-21 J
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"DOWN-TO-EARTH" SUBJECTS BY THE FOLKS WHO WORK WITH THEM EVERY DAY 
PROMISE RECORD ATTENDANCE FOR STATE HOSPITAL CONFERENCE, NOV. 15-16

Acting upon the "hunch" that a home talent attraction frequently appeals to 
the local folks as much as a big road show, officers and committee members of the 
Nebraska Hospital Association await with much confidence and audience's approval of 
the real two-day "Home Talent Revue" which will feature the 15th Annual Convention of 
the state group, next Thursday and Friday, November 15 and 16, at the Fontenelle 
Hotel, Omaha.

Even the "guest stars" wno will give added lustre to the conferences have 
an "old home-town visitor" familiarity, including as they do Miss Helen V. Pruitt, 
Secretary of the Council on Education, American Hespital Association, Chicago, who 
in May made many friends on a tour of Nebraska with the state hospital caravan, and 
Mr. Kenneth F. Wallace, President of the Mid-West Hospital Association, and Business 
Administrator of the University of Oklahoma Hospitals, Oklahoma City, Okla,, who also 
is well known to Nebraska hospital folks through his work in the seven-state group.

Joining hands with the Nebraska Hospital Association in attracting hospital 
workers to Omaha for the two days will be the Nebraska Association of Medical Record 
Librarians, which on Thursday will have its own program at the Hotel Fontenelle, but 
will participate in the noon luncheon program and also at the evening banquet, and 
the Nebraska Conference, Catholic Hospital Association, which will convene Friday at 
the conclusion' of the Nebraska Hospital Association sessions, Representatives of the 
twenty Catholic institutions in the state will gather at 12:30 o'clock Friday after
noon for luncheon at Creighton Memorial St. Joseph's Hospital, to be followed by the 
program and election of officers.

"COFFEE HOUR" in the Fontenelle Hotel Coffee Shop will serve to get the 
convention attendants acquainted during the Registration and Social Hour, scheduled 
from 9 to 10 o'clock Thursday morning. Paul F. Finnman, Business Manager of Immanuel 
Deaconess Hospital, Omaha, will be in charge.

President Eugene J. Saxton, Administrator, Dodge County Community Hospital, 
Fremont, will preside at the opening session at 10 o'clock, on "Practical Nursing." 
"The Omaha Public Schools Training Program" will be outlined by Edwin H. Parrish, 
Director, Industrial-Defense Education, while Sister M. Antonette, O.S.F.,B.S.N., of 
Creighton Memorial St. Joseph's Hospital, Omaha, will tell of the Practical Nurse 
training program initiated at that institution in 1949, the first in Nebraska. Mr. 
Howard Gorham, State Supervisor, Trade and Industrial Education, State of Nebraska 
will speak on "Establishing a Practical Nurse Training Program," followed by a panel 
discussion with Mrs. Catherine Gehrman, R.N., Executive Director of Nebraska State 
Nurses Association, Omaha; Mrs. ,Louise Casey, President, Nebraska Practical Nurses 
Association, Omaha, and Sister Olive Cullenberg, R.N., Administrator, Immanuel 
Deaconess Hospital, Omaha, participating.



If Mr, Warren Cook, President, Cook's, Inc., Norfolk, is in as fine fettle 
at the nnon luncheon, Thursday, as he was at the Norfolk sectional meeting conducted 
by the Nebraska Hospital Association on May 22nd, many administrators are bound "to 
learn somethin'" when Mr. Cook speaks on "WHAT THE PATIENT EXPECTS OF A HOSPITAL"!t * . | ■'£ " 0 * | f. | v ; • , .

An event not on the printed program will enliven the.business meeting at 
2 o'clock, when Dr. Douglas H. Stanton, of Lincoln, assistant to Dr. E. A. Rogers, 
acting state health director, speaks on "Participation by Hospitals in the Nebraska 
Civil Defense Plan," as a prelude to formulation of a statewide program of-coopera
tion by hospitals in event of a major community disaster. £ report of-^activities 
during 1951 sessions of the House of Delegates of the American Hospital Association 
at St. Louis, in September, will be submitted by Harold J. Hamilton, Business Manager 
of Brewster Hospitals and Clinic, Holdrege. Election of officers and the Delegate 
s.nd Alternate to the House of Delegates.for the ensuing two years also are scheduled.

With Verne A. Pangborn, Director, Division of Hospitals, State Department 
of Health,'Lincoln, presiding, the afternoon program will.include a discussion of the 
"Responsibility for the Care of the Indigent and the Medically Indigent,'" by Presi
dent Kenneth F. Wallace, of the Mid-West Hospital Association. Also Scheduled are two 
of the outstanding talks heard during the Hospital Caravan Tour, in May, "Admitting 
Procedures, Credits and Collections, by Sister Mary Celine, Office Manager, St. Mary 
Hospital, North Platte, and "The Hospital Chaplain," by the Rev. John Ruply,pastor 
of First Lutheran Church, North Platte.

"Hospitals and Who?" ,is the intriguing title- of the address to be given at 
the annual banquet, Thursday evening at 6:30 o'clock in the. Black Mirror Room, -by Mr. 
Roman Hruska, Omaha A t t o r n e y M r .  Hruska has had much hospital problem experience 
as Chairman of the. .Board of Commissioners of Douglas County, a role ha now holds. A 
musical program by the String Octette of Benson High School during the dinner, and 
installation of the newly elected officers also will be events of the evening, with 
Mid-West President Ken Wallace doing the honors.

Friday's program will open promptly at 9:30 .o'clock with a presentation on 
"American Hospital Association Activities," by Miss Helen V.' Pruitt. Chairman will 
be President-elect James G. Carr, Jr., Assistant Superintendent, University of Nebras
ka, Omaha, who also will hold the stop-watch on the eight participants who will join ' 
in presenting one of the outstanding features of the two-day conference which will>be ' 
the concluding number on the program, a panel on "MEETING DAILY OPERATIONAL PROGRAMS."

This presentation will bring together some of Nebraska's hospital people, v.Tio 
are doing things on the home front in. a series of chatty, personal discussions on a 
selected group of topics with which each of them has dealt intimately. Subjects ar*>:

"GROUP DYNAMICS" - Herbert A. Anderson, Administrator, 'Lincoln General Hospital. 
"SELECTION OF PERSONNEL" - Floyd Grady, District Administrator, North Platte • r 
"COMMUNITY RELATIONS" - Mrs. Eva Tyler, Sand Hills General Hospital, Valentine 
"HOSPITAL ENGINEERING" - Ralph WiJson, Chief Engineer, U.. of N. Hospital, Omaha . .. 
"SERVING EMPLOYEES MEALS" - Miss Fllie Sheridan, Dietitian, St. Joseph's, Omaha 
"CENTRAL SUPPLY" - Hal G. Perrin, Administrator, Clarkson Hospital, Omaha 
"MAINTENANCE OF THE INTERIORS OF. HOSPITALS" - J, Ralston Wells, M.DManager..- ■

Veterans Hospital, Grand Island ■
"LAUNDRY" - R. B. Saxon, Asst. Operating Supt., University-Hospital, Omaha

A Round Table discussion on the subjects presented by the above speakers and 
any other hospital problems posed by convention guests will conclude the conference.

NURSING RATE UP A new schedule of $12 for eight-hour day service will be insti
tuted December 1st by the Private Duty Section, Nebraska State 

Nurses Association as the result t:f action taken at the annual meeting last month 
in Lincoln. The current fee is $10 per day.
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PROGRAM: NEBRASKA ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL RECORD LIBRARIANS

Thursday, November 15 - Rose Room, Hotel Fontenelle

Sister M» Paphnutiana, O.S:F.,R.R.L., President, N.A.M.R.L. 
St. Elizabeth Hospital, Lincoln

Registration 
Invocation: 
Discussion: 
"THE MEDICAL 

Harold J. 
Luncheon with

Rev. Harry B. Crimmins, S.J., The Creighton University
Revision of Constitution and By-laws, A.A.M.R.L.
RECORD LIBRARIAN OF THE SMALL HOSPITAL"
Hamilton, Administrator, Brewster Hospital, Holdrege 
Nebraska Hospital Association, dBlack'Mirror Room

"MA T  THE PATIENT EXPECTS OF THE HOSPITAL," Warren. Cook, Norfolk 
"THE INTERNIST VIEWS THE PATIENT," Dr. Harold N. Neu, M.D., Omaha 

Head, Department of Medicine, Creighton Univ. Sch-*ol of Medicine 
Movie - "Invitation to a Nation" - Color pictures of Washington, D.C. 
Business Meeting, Election of Officers and 1951 Conf< pence Report. 
"THE LAWYER LOOKS AT THE MEDICAL RECORD," Mr. Edwin Passem, Attorney 

Firm of Kennedy, Holland, DeLacv & Svoboda, Omaha 
Dinner with .Nebraska Hospital Association, Black Mir:.or Room 

"HOSPITALS AND WHO?" - Mr. Roman Hruska, Omaha

PROGRAM: NEBRASKA CONFERENCE , CATHOLIC HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION

Friday, November l6: - Auditorium, St. Joseph's Hospital, Omaha

Sifter M. C^escentia, O.S.F.,R.N., F.A.C.H.A., President.

Luncheon for Sisters and Guests, Hospital Auditorium 
Invocation: Rev, Harry. B. Crimmins, S. J-, Regent 

. Creighton University School of Medicine p
D.rocesan Director of Hospitals, Diocese of Omaha 

Mee^Lnjj Convenes
• •’ U ! Jr-J ; -  - ■ .. ' s' •*

"HOW TO INTRODUCE A BUSINESS MANAGER INTO A CATHOLIC HOSPITALJ"
1. The Advantages' of a Business Manager... , p * .

Sister Paschala, O.P. > •R.N., St. Catherine's Hospital y. McCook 
, 2, Orientation of the Business Manager to His Job.

Si:ter Mary Kevin, R.S.M., St., Catherine's Hospital,''Omaha 
3. Res pons ibiH ity of the Business Manager to the .'administrator. 

Donald. W. Duncan, Business 'Manager, St. Elizabeth's, Lincoln 
Francis J. Bath-,. Business Manager, St; Joseph a, Omaha's. ;

"EVERYDAY PROBLEMS IN HOSPITALS" V' ‘
Raymond Z, MeGra&h, Attorney, Omaha. ’

"DISCUSSION ON PERSONNEL POLICIES" " . " ! ..
Sister M. Crescentia, O.S.F., Administrator, St. Joseph's

Hospital, Omaha.
Business Meeting and Election of Officers. . , ,. v - ?



LINCOLN MAN MAMED Donald W. Duncan, Business Manager of St. Elizabeth Hospital,
AREA COUNCIL HEAD Lincoln, was chosen as President-Elect of the Omaha Area Hos

pital Council at the October meeting of the group, held 
at Community Hospital, Fremont. Mr. Duncan's election was to fill the vacancy resu 
i&g from the removal of T. J. McGinty out of the state; he will take office in January 
Mr. Duncan is a past secretary of the Council and past president of Nebraska Hospits 
Association. He also is a Director of the Nebraska Blue Cross Plan.

Eugene J. Saxton, administrator of Dodge County Community Hospital, was 
host to the Council members at a delightful luncheon at the Fremont Golf Club, pre- 
cedirig the meeting and program at his institution. Reports on the A.H.A. convention 
were made by various members who had attended the St. Louis meeting, and Francis J. 
Bath, Alternate to the House of Delegates, reported on official actions of that body. 
The Council'^ newest institutional member, the Saunders County Community Hospital, 
was represented for the first time by its administrator, Lloyd G. Jenson.

CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL More than $13,000 was realized for CHILDREN'S MEMORIAL HOS-
BENEFIT BIG SUCCESS PITAL, Omaha, at the second annual Benefit Bazaar; November

5, at the Hotel Fontenelle, which was attended by upwards of 
4,500 people. The exposition brought together gifts of unlimited variety which were 
sold, many at handsome prices, for this worthy cause. Many cash gifts were given in 
lieu of merchandise, Miss Phyllis Levens, Superintendent, reports.

"MID-WEST" 1952 MEET With a record number of exhibit booths sold to date, and
OFF TO BANNER START many program invitation acceptances alrsady received, the

officers of the Mid-West Hospital Association are looking 
forward to the biggest convention in its history when the curtail goes up on the 
24th annual show, April 23-25, 1952, in Kansas City, Mo. With tne momentum already 
"developed, all indications point to a complete sellout of the enlarged 133 booth 
exhibit floor plan at Municipal Auditorium, Homer Reid, Exhibits Chairman, declares.

Dr. Anthony J. J. Rourke, President of the American Hospital Association, 
who so cleverly and expertly maneuvered to successful conclusions several delicately 
balanced sessions of the House of Delegates at the 195.1 September convention, will 
head the" group of outstanding speakers who have been confirmed as program partici
pants, Mrs. Celeste Kemler, Program Committee chairman, reports. A sectional meeting 
on Hospital Auxiliaries will be headed by Eugene Lopez, of Community Hospital, Para- 
gould, Ark,, and our own Mrs. Eva Tyler, of Sandhills General Hospital, Valentine, 
Nebr. is Chairman of the Small Hospitals Section, President Kenneth F. Wallace, states

An Institute on Pulbic Relations, conducted by C. J. Foley, of the A.H.A., 
will precede the convention, on April 21 and 22, and the Western Missouri Association 
of Medican Record Librarians will conduct a two-day workshop on medical records dur
ing the first two days of the Mid-West Convention. A special section for hospital 
housekeepers will be headed by Mrs* Anne J. Vestal, Rose Memorial Hospital, Denver.

The appointment of Rev, B. 0. Lyle, Superintendent of Nebraska Methodist 
Hospital, Omaha, as a member of the Mid-West Executive Board, has been announced by 
Eugene J. Saxton, President of the Nebraska Hospital Association. He succeeds T. J. 
McGinty, formerly of Lincoln, who has departed from the state.

The Mid-West Association's new address is 601 Pickwick Bldg., 903 McGee 
Street, Kansas City, 6, Mo., Executive Secretary Anne Walker reports.

X-RAY TECHNICIANS MEET A. A. Silva, G.E. X-Ray representative, spoke on "Skull
■ i i • and Sinus Technique" at the November meeting of the
Nebraska Society of X-Ray Technicians, Nov. 4, at St. Joseph's Hospital, Omaha.



"OF FOLKS WE KNOW . . m ADOLPH F. SRB, M.D., Cm: u physician, and JOHN F. 
CHANGSTROM, Omaha National Dank vice-president, are 

newly elected members on the Board of Directors of DOCTORS HOSPITAL, filling vacan
cies left by the recent deaths of DR. FREDERICK 0. BECK and DR. ROY W. FOUTS.

DR. and MRS. EMIL G. CHINLUND were guests of honor at a dinner October 30 
at Immanuel Deaconess Home, Omaha, on the occasion of their Golden Wedding anniver
sary. Until his retirement in 1946, Dr. Chinlund had served for 26 years as execu
tive director of the institution, which includes Immanuel Hospital, the Home for the 
Aged, Children's Home, Invalid Home and Deaconess Home. He new is serving as pastor 
of Salem Lutheran Church, Omaha.

JOSEPH CA3HEN, Lincoln attorney, has been appointed by Governor Peterson 
as a member of the Nebraska Workmen's Compensation Court, succeeding the late Judge 
Charles E. Jackman, who died suddenly on July 30th.

MRS. ELLEN HESSE, graduate of Iowa State College, Ames, Iowa, is the newly 
named dietitian of CHILDREN’S MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, Omaha, replacing Miss Mary Sweeney, 
who has resigned to become the bride of Dr. Frank McCabe, of Denver, Colo.

SISTER MARY CORDELIA has been appointed office supervisor at OUR LADY OF 
PERPETUAL HELP HOSPITAL, Falls City, to succeed SISTER MARY FABER, who has been trans
ferred to St. Joseph's Hospital, Deer Lodge, Mont. Sister Mary Cordelia formerly was 
stationed at St. John's Hospital, Leavenworth, Kans.

MASON E. LATHROP, M.D., of Wahoo, has been elected chief of medical staff 
at the newly opened SAUNDERS COUNTY COMMUNITY HOSPITAL, Wahoo. DR. HAROLD FRIESEN, 
of Yutan, is vice-president and D^. REGINALD MAC HAFFIE, secretary.

THOMAS E. HANLEY, formerly of Chicago, is the new "CURITY" representative 
in the Nebraska territory, and has moved his family to Omaha for residence.

DUANE E. JOHNSON on October- 15th assumed his new duties as administrator of 
the Audubon County (Iowa) Memorial Hospital, a 35-bed unit now under construction.
Mr. Johnson served as adm inistrative interne at Clarkson H ospital, Omaha, Ju ly  1,
1949 to July 1, 1950, and since has been assistant administrator of Latter Day Saints 
Hospital, Salt Lake City, Utah.

DR. NANCY CATANIA, a graduate of the University of Nebraska College of Med
icine, has been appointed medical director of the Supreme Forest Woodmen Circle, of 
Omaha, Mrs. Dora Alexander Talley, national president of the society, has announced. 
Dr. Catania, who v/ill continue her private practice, is assistant in surgery of the 
Creighton University School of Medicine and a member of the medical staffs of the 
St. Joseph, St. Catherine and Children's Memorial hospitals in Omaha.

SISTER MARY LOUIS, O.S.F., RUN., M.S.N.E., Director of Creighton Memorial 
St. Joseph's Hospital School of Nursing, Omaha, served as a member of the faculty for 
the Workshop in Evaluation sponsored by the Catholic Hospital Association for member 
institutions in western states. The first of the workshops was held October 22-24 
at the Queen of the Angels Hospital, Los Angeles, Calif, while the second was con
ducted October 29-31 at St. Vincent's Hospital, Portland, Ore. Sister Mary Louis in 
her presentations dwelt upon "CURRICULUM EVALUATION" and "FACULTY SELF-EVALUATION."
The two conferences drew a combined attendance of 125 directors and assistant direc
tors from West Coast schools of nursing. Sister Mary Crescentia, O.S.F., R.N., Admin
istrator of St. Joseph's Hospital, Accompanied Sister Miary Louis on her western trip.

FRANCIS J. BEAN, M.D., Superintendent, Pima County Hospital, Tucson, Ariz., 
greeted old Nebraska friends with his genial smile and handshake at the AHA meeting.



. . . HERE FALLS CITY - An iceless oxygen tent has been donated
AND THERE . . . to OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP HOSPITAL by

Mrs. Bernard Greenhill, of London, England,, in memory 
of her father, the late Cecil Graham. The presentation was made by Mr. Fred Graham 
at a brief ceremony October 26th at the hospital, as an expression of appreciation 
for the care and kindness shown Mrs, Greenhill's father during a long confinement at 
the Falls City hospital.

LINCOLN- A bequest of $1,000 has been received by the Nebraska Medical Foundation 
from the estate of the late Charles Skalla, of McCook, for research in the 

study of cancer, Dr. Harold Morgan, Foundation president, has announced.

MC COOK - Construction work has been started on the $150,000 kitchen and x-ray unit 
addition at ST. CATHERINE OF SIENNA HOSPITAL, which is being ejected as a 

memorial to the family of MRS. ETHEL BARNETT ARMOUR, a native of the McCook area, 
who died in January, 1949 j in Washington, D.C. Geer-Maurer Construction Co., Grand 
Island, has.the $71,500 general contract; electrical and plumbing costs total $80,000 
and the kitchen and cafeteria equipment will aqd another $15,000. The new addition 
is 71x41' in size and will more than double the present kitchen facilities, in addi
tion to providing ground floor x-ray department. The contract includes the complete 
remodeling of the third floor of the hospital structure to enlarge and modernize the 
surgical pavilion. The project is scheduled for completion early next summer.

OMAHA - Remodeling has been completed of the former nurses' home at DOUGLAS COUNTY 
HOSPITAL, which has been converted into a new health center for the City- 

County Health Department at 1201 South 42nd Street. Housed in the renovated building 
will also be the Division of Laboratories, Preventive Disease Division, Office of 
Vital Statistics, Visiting Nurse Association and the .full staff of Dr. Edwin Lyman, 
Director of the City-County Health Department. Ample parking facilities are available 
for the contemplated staff of 100 persons as well as for business callers.

HASTINGS - Formal dedication ceremonies for the new Central Nebraska Mental Hygiene
Clinic, which opened July 1st, were held November 7th. GEORGE LYTTON, M.D. 

is director of the new health facility which is housed in a building in the business 
district, made available by the Hastings Association for Advancement of Mental Health.

OGALLALA - Work is progressing satisfactorily on the new COMMUNITY HOSPITAL here, 
being erected by John (Thus sen and Sons, contractors, who hope to close 

in the structure before winter makes its official debut.

GRAND ISLAND - Construction worries are a thing of the past for The Sisters of Saint 
Francis who, on October 21st, witnessed the blessing and.formal dedi

cation of their beautiful new $800,000 ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL SCHOOL OF NURSING, which 
provides a separate nurse's' home and teaching facilities for the first time in the 31 
year history of the school, Presiding at the ceremonies was the Most Rev. Edward J. 
Hunkeler, Bishop of Grand Island, as the first official act of the newly ordained 
prelate. The structure is. designed to house 100 students in addition to providing 
adequate facilities for instructors, class and demonstration work, and laboratories. 
Privacy for students is assured in the living accommodations, consisting of 84 pri
vate rooms and 8 double rooms. An auditorium, 37x60', seating 360, a recreation room 
and gymnasium, a solarium with adjoining kitchen facilities and a roof sun deck all 
combine to provide student satisfaction and a "come-to-St. Francis" appeal for high 
school graduates who will find no finer attractions anywhere. The School is affil
iated with Duchesne College, Omaha, and gives college credit to students who complete 
their training. _ Sister M. Mechtildis, O.S.F., R.N., is Administrator of St. Francis 
Hospital, and Sister M. Gerharda, O.3.F., B.S.N., Director of the School.

One of the three floors which formerly housed the students has been remodel
ed for patient service; a total of 65 additional hospital beds will be gained by 
January 1st.



BLUE CROSS HONORS Local and national BLUE CROSS and BLUE SHIELD officials
RETIRING DIRECTOR joined November 7th in a testimonial dinner at the Fontenelle

Hotel. Omaha, to pay tribute to John, H.- Pfeiffer, who on 
October 20th retired as executive director of the NEBRASKA SLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 
PLANS, which he had helped to organize and had headed since oheir birth in the state.

Present from Chicago for the event was Richard Jones, director of the 
national Blue Cross Commission. Also in attendance were the directors of the Nebraska 
Blue Chose plan and members cf the Executive Board; officers and directors of the 
Nebraska Blue Shield Plan, ana department heads of the companion organizations. Mr. 
Pfeiffer was lauded for nis work with Blue Cross since its inception on February 1, 
1959, sue. Glue Shield since its birth on November 1, 194n. Arthur L, Goad, Blue 
Cioss president, presented. Mr, Pfeiffer w?th a bonus che-'k in appreciation for his 
splendid contrdbuticr re the grovrth of the Blue Cross-Blue Shield movement in Nebras
ka. From Blue Shield President, D1'*. A. J. Offeiman, he received an outboard motor to 
assist him in his favorite sport of fishing. ■ ,

Succeeding Mr. Pfeiffer as Executive Director is Joseph 0. Burger, who also 
was one of the organizers of Blue Cross in Nebraska, and has served both as treasurer 
and attorney since the voluntary pre-payment health plan was established. Mr. Burger 
was appointed Assistant Executive Director on January 1, 1951, in addition to his 
other duties with Blue Cross-Blue Shield in the state. Mr. Burger also is secretary- 
treasurer of the Nebraska Methodist Hospital board, Omaha, and is active in other 
civic organizations, including the Nebraska Chapter, American Cancer Society.

MENTAL UNIT IS PLAN A new psychiatric hospital on the University of Nebr-
AT U. OF N. HOSPITAL aska Medical College Campus in Omaha, to replace the

Board of Control-University mental unit how at Douglas 
County Hospital, Omaha, has been agreed upon between University and State Board of 
Control officials. Plans for financing the $1,250,000 structure call for one-fifth 
of the required funds from the Federal government, and the remaining million dollars 
to be shared equally between the Board of Control and the University of Nebraska.
The unit for treatment of mentally-ill patients also will provide training in psychi
atry for doctors and nurses, as well as promote research in treatment of mental ill
ness.

REUNION FOR GRADS A Silver Anniversary reunion of graduates of the 1926 class of-
the Nebraska College of Medicine was held October 28th in Omaha, 

as a prelude to the nineteenth annual assembly of the Omaha-Miawest Clinical Society.
Of the original class of 62 graduates, ____were in attendance at the gathering. Eight
cf their classmates are deceased.

CREIGHTON HAS 987 IN Nearly 1000 students are enrolled in the professional
PROFESSIONAL SCHOOLS courses, of The Creighton University, 1951 fall registra

tion reports indicate. Enrollment in various units of 
the School of Nursirg leads somewhat over the number of students in School of Medicine 
classes, Registrar Jack Williams notes. The St. Joseph's Hospital Unit has a total 
of 170 students while the St. Catherine's Hospital Unit has 135. B.S.N. students on 
the Omaha campus number 40 and 31 at St. Elizabeth's Hospital School of Nursing, Lin
coln, In addition to the medical and nursing schools, the College of Pharmacy lists 
151 students and the School of Dentistry, 160. BSN students are completeing their 
four years college work toward a Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree.

CHANGE IN LIBRARIANS Fall' term changes have brought two new workers to Creighton
University School of Medicine medical library offices, in 

the person of Miss Patricia Wojick, of Jamestown, N. Dak. and Miss Betty Spotts, of 
Dunlap, Iowa. The former is a graduate of St. Catherine's GTollege, St. Paul, Minn,, 
vAiere she majored in chemistry and library science, after chichi she worked as librar
ian at St. Joseph's Hospital, Minot, N. Dak, The pair replace Miss Melecia Cranny, 
head librarian for 19 years, who has gone to Denver General Hospital as librarian, 
ana her niece, Miss Phyllis Cranny, now at University of Colorado Medical School.



MANY NEBRASKANS AT Approximately fifty representatives of Nebraska hospitals
1951 AHA CONVENTION treked to St. Louis for the 53rd annual convention of the

American Hospital Association, Sept. 17-21, which drew a 
total registration in excess of 8000 persons for the largest show in AHA history. T' 
general theme of the four-day gathering, "Trends Influencing the Quality of Hospital 
Care," followed convention-goers wherever they chose a general or sectional conference 
and many felt well repaid for their time and the sore feet developed in hiking back 
and forth to Kiel Auditorium from their widely and badly scattered housing accommo
dations in all parts of St„ Louis and outlying communities, including East St. Louis, 
111. Others, however, expressed preference for the smaller and more intimate section
al hospital conferences, like "Mid-West" and similar regional meetings, which should 
profit materially by a recurrence or two of the St. Louis housing shortage experience 
which shunted a number of convention visitors, including several Nebraskans, from one 
hotel to another for one or two-night stays.

Nebraska was officially represented in the House of Delegates sessions by 
Harold J. Hamilton, Holdrege, as Delegate and by Francis J„ Bath, Omaha, Alternate, 
who was assigned to the post of Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms of the House.

POLIO CONFERENCE A five-state Polio Conference at CHILDREN'S MEMORIAL HOSPITAL,
Omaha, on September 25, drew doctors, nurses and therapists from 

Nebraska, Missouri, Kansas, Iowa and South Daicota. Dr. William A. Spencer, of Baylor 
University, Houston, Texas, and medical director of the Southwestern Poliomyelitis 
Respiratory Center, was the main speaker, supported by a battery of local physicians.

EMPLOYEES ENROLLED All employees of VEST POINT MEMORIAL HOSPITAL have been enrolled
in the Nebraska Blue Cross Plan by The Sisters- of Saint Francis, 

who conduct the institution. The Sisters paid not only the enrollment fee but also 
will dontinue to pay the monthly premiums for the employees. A majority of the em
ployees: are paying the additional premium to entitle themselves to Blue Shield bene
fits, Sister Francis Marie, Administrator, reports.

ADOPT NEW POLICIES Administrator Gerald L. Aldridge, of MARY LANNING MEMORIAL HOS
PITAL, Hastings, has completed the formulation of new personnel 

policies for general duty nurses of the institution. A work week of 44 hours is spec
ified, exclusive of meal time, and with customary vacation, holiday and salary in
crease provisions. Innovations include 10$ discount on hospital bills for the nurse 
or her dependents and hospital pharmacy purchases at 10$ above cost. Sick leave is 
given after one full year of employment.

A three months' Training Frogram for Nurse Aides, inaugurated in September, 
has an enrollment of 13 in the initial class. A certificate and cap and uniform will 
be given those who complete the course. '

SEARCH FOR DIABETICS . "Are you Diabetic? - See your Doctor for a FREE TEST" - such 
... .  is the-appeal being broadcast by the Diabetes Committee of

the Nebraska State Medical Association in connection 'with the-observance of National 
Diabetes Week, November 11 to. 17. Dr. Morris Margolin, Omaha, is Campaign Chairman.

STERILIZER NEEDED ^r. Roland H. Loder, Director of the City-County Department
of Health, Lincoln, is seeking a used autoclave, electric or 

gas heated, 20x36", for sterilization of laboratory equipment, media and clinic packs 
Any hospital having such a sterilizer is recuested to write Dr. Loder, 935 "R" St.,
. Lincoln, giving detiils, including the age of the unit.

"EGOTIST: Someone who's always ME-deep in conversation.'"
--BLUE BLAZERS.
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OMAHA MECCA FOR HOSPITAL PEOPLE OF NEBRASKA AS TRIAD OF GROUPS 
GATHER IN SPIRITED SESSIONS —  REV. LYLE NAMED FRESIDENT-ELECT

With the accent on PERSONNEL - how to keep it contented - how to secure 
maximum service - how to encourage respect and consideration of workers for the most 
important person within the institution, the Patient - and even the lack of Personnel-

- these, and many other problems came in for generous and worthwhile dis
cussion on a star-studded program which featured the fifteenth annual convention of 
the Nebraska Hospital Association, Thursday and Friday, November 15 and 16, at Omaha's 
Hotel Fontenelle. Participating in the session were 160 representatives of administra
tive and other departmental units from 80 Nebraska institutions, and several from Iowa.

Assembled simultaneously were the members of the Nebraska Association of 
Medical Record Librarians, on Thursday, and the Nebraska Conference of the Catholic 
Hospital Association, on Friday, adding strength and interest by virtue of the many 
diversied discussion subjects brought together by the three programs.

When the smoke of the elections had cleared away, all of the participating 
organizations had emerged with newly chosen leaders and several already had inaugurated 
programs with which to embark upon their schedules of activities for the coming year.

With the newly installed James G. Carr, Jr., Assistant Superintendent of 
University of Nebraska Hospital, Omaha, at the helm, members of the Nebraska Hospital 
Association chose as President-elect for 1952 the Rev. Brett 0. Lyle, Administrator 
of Nebraska Methodist*Hospital, Omaha, and Rev. John G. Kitzelman, Superintendent of 
Mennonite Deaconess Hospital, Beatrice, as Vice-president. Returned to office were 
Paul F. Finnman, Business Manager, Immanuel Hospital, Omaha as Secretary and Sister 
Mary'Kevin, R.S.M., M.S., Director, St. Catherine's School of Nursing, Omaha as the 
Treasurer. Immediate Past President is Eugene J. Saxton, Community Hospital, Fremont.

The-adoption of a newly revised Constitution and By-Laws by the organization 
required the election of a full new Board of Trustees, with these results:

Dr,-Hahold C; Lueth, University Hospital, Omaha, 4 year term
Hal G. Perrin, Bishop Clarkson Hospital, Omaha, 3 years
Joseph 0. Burger, Director, Nebraska Blue Cross Plan, Omaha, 2 years
Mrs. Eva Tyler, Sand Hills Community Hospital, Valentine, 1 year

RE-elected to the House of Delegates of the American Hospital Association for 
two-year terms were Harold J. Hamilton, Manager, Brewster Hospital, Holdrege, as 
Delegate, and Francis J. Bath, Business Manager, St. Joseph’s, Omaha, Alternate.

A resolution placing the Nebraska Hospital Association on record in favor 
of the proposed bill to be presented before the 1953 Unicameral Legislature, requir
ing the licensure of all persons in the state who nurse for hire, was passed unanim
ously.



Warmly picturing the hospital as a structure possessing both body and soul, 
Warren Cook, Norfolk business man, portrayed each individual institution as a com
munity shrine, ever ready to aid the sick and the distressed, and to comfort the 
dying, in his soul-inspiring message, "What the Patient Expects of a Hospital."

(
"As a patient, I am scared when I walk into your hospital but you make me 

feel at home with a smile and a kind word. You hold my destiny in the palm of your 
hand - it is up to you to make me well," he counseled the group before chiding them 
for awakening him "at 4 o'clock and sending my meals at odd hours" which do not coin
cide with his habits at home. "You deal with racial problems - you deal with relig
ious problems - you deal with people who come to your place to die, and you can be 
most comforting. You glow in the night with a thousand eyes - you are on the edge of 
my town, gleaming - and waiting. Thank God for people like you!"

Another heart-warming message came from Rev. John Ruply, pastor of First 
Lutheran Church, North Platte, who spoke on "Chaplaincy Service in the Small Hospital." 
The speaker recalled that from the early Christian era, religion and healing have gone 
hand in hand. "The care of the sick has become the concern of the Christian church," 
he said, in reviewing the status of the sick when the leper and the mentally ill were 
permitted to roam through the countryside but could not mingle with their families or 
friends. "Hospitals of our age are conducted largely, directly or indirectly, by the
Christian church. People enter the hospital because they need physical care. Physi
cal pain often causes mental pain, which, too, needs healing."

In ticking of the Chaplain's part in the care of the sick, Rev. Ruply said 
that he must possess a warm nature and helping hand, and must be able to forget his 
own aches and pains as he ministers to the physical and spiritual needs of the hos
pital patient. He depicted soul-satisfaction as the reward for the enjoyable work 
and occasional rebuffs of a chaplain in looking after the religious welfare of the sick.

Although there are disadvantages as well as advantages connected with the 
conduct of a school for practical nurses, Practical Nursing definitely is here as a 
well-focused design in the pattern of hospital care for the patient in the immediately 
foreseeable future, speakers agreed in the opening session, Thursday morning, in a 
program which included discussions from the view point of formal training as well as 
practical work within the hospitals. Speakers included Edwin H. Parrish, Omaha Public 
Schools; Sister M. Antonette, O.S.F., B.S.N., St. Joseph's Hospital, Omaha; Howard B, 
Gorham, state supervisor of Industrial Education, Lincoln; Mrs. Catherine Gehrman, RN, 
Nebraska State Nurses Association; Mrs. Louise Casey, Practical Nurses Association and 
Sister Olive Cullenberg, Administrator, Immanuel Hospital, Omaha.

That Credit and Collection operations within the hospital must be tempered 
with Christian Charity was the trend of thought developed by Sister Mary Celine, Office 
Manager, St. Mary's Hospital, North Platte, in outlining some of the reasons for slow 
payment and the advantages of a well charted credit and collection policy. The prob
lems of establishing definite responsibility for the care of the medically indigent 
were discussed by Kenneth F. Wallace, of Oklahoma City, Okla., President, Mid-West 
Hospital Association, and Donald W. Duncan, St. Elizabeth Hospital, Lincoln.

A report on House of Delegates sessions at the A.H.A. convention, St. Louis, 
was given by Harold J. Hamilton, Brewster Hospital, Holdrege, as official Delegate,
At the banquet Thursday evening, Mr. Roman Hruska, Chairman of the Board of Douglas 
County Commissioners, Omaha, gave an inspiring talk on "Hospitals and Who?" after the 
incoming president, James G. Carr, Jr., had been installed to succeed Eugene J. Saxton 
Administrator of Community Hospital, Fremont, who had completed a fruitful year. Mr. 
Saxton had presided as Chairman of the Thursday morning and noon meetings, and at the 
Business Meeting, while Verne A. Pangborn, Director of Division of Hospitals, State 
Department of Health, was Chairman of the Thursday afternoon program. Joseph 0. 
Burger, newly appointed Executive Director of Nebraska Blue Cross-Blue Shield Plans, 
was presented at the noon luncheon program, and greeted the convention guests briefly.



The half day session Friday disappointingly cut short a splendid feature on 
"Meeting Daily Operational Problems," which might well be repeated and expanded into 
a full-day program at future meeting in the opinion of a majority of the crowd that 
remained loyally for the concluding talks of an exellent seminar conducted by the 
folks who actually do the work in their own Nebraska institutions.

Presenting the discussions on Personnel Problems, each from different angles, 
were Herbert Anderson, Administrator of General Hospital, Lincoln, who spoke on "The 
Democratic Work Group in the Hospital"; Floyd Grady, District Administrator, Lutheran 
Hospital and Homes Society, North Platte, whose subject was "Selection of Personnel" 
and Dr. J. Raison Wells, Manager, Veterans Administration Hospital, Grand Island, who 
developed an entirely different slant in his topic "The Maintenance of the Interiors 
of Hospitals."

The program of developing group leadership among departmental heads at Lincoln 
Gereral Hospital was outlined by Mr. Anderson, who was hesitant, however, to "brag" on 
the success of his recently initiated movement. Many workers seem to be encouraged 
in their efforts to secure cooperation from fellow-employes, though he reported, and 
every prospect points toward the success of the undertaking.

Floyd Grady seemed to feel that it is the employe who is selecting the hospital 
at the present time, and that the Administrator has little to do or say in trying to 
keep as many posts as possible filled within his institution - evaluation of prospec
tive employes in many instances must be foregone in face of the dire need for workers 
during these days of help shortage, he said. Floyd in his witty Irish way made the 
situation appear humorous but there was little doubt in the minds of his hearers of 
the seriousness of the present day conditions in providing sufficient staff workers to 
give the patient even some semblance of good care.

Hospital Personality, "a fancy name for Hospital Morale," was depicted by 
Dr. Wells as a complex subject with many elements, having no written rules and dif
fering in every institution, in his dissertation on a title which seemed far afield 
from its implied meaning. "A hospital has a personality - any inspector, any con
sultant knows that, but more important, SO DOES THE PUBLIC," he told the audience. 
"Personality is not structure, medical staff, administrative staff, location, size - 
it is a combination of all of these elements, the most important of which is High 
Personnel Morale. High Morale engenders the ’will to do’ - the wish to do it just a 
little better - pride in results - a pride in saying ’I work there' - satisfaction 
in your job," he counseled. Following in order are: frequent ’human’ supervision, 
or training on the job; absolute fairness at all levels; understanding of every ob
jective; routine maintenance flexible enough to admit emergent repairs; sufficient 
working material and labor-saving devices of proven workh; encouragement of new ways 
in using new material and apparatus, or research in maintenance, Dr. Wells said.

Mrs. Eva Tyler, Administrator of Sand Hills General Hospital, Valentine, an 
"expert" if there ever was one on "Community Relations," urged her fellow workers to 
get out and boost Blue Cross-Blue Shield for all they are worth as one of the most 
outstanding pieces of public relations within the province of any hospital leader.
One cannot listen to Mrs. Tyler for even a few minutes without absorbing some of her 
enthusiasm and going home with the grim determination to do a better job of public 
relations for the Hospital and Blue Cross-Blue Shield in his community.

Some of the physical problems of hospital management were developed during the 
latter half of the seminar, with Ralph Wilson, Chief Engineer, University of Nebraska 
Hospital, Omaha, talking on "Hospital Engineering"; Miss Ellie Sheridan, Cafteria 
Dietitian, St, Joseph's, Omaha, on "Serving Employes’ Meals"; Hal G. Perrin, Admini
strator, Clarkson Hospital, Omaha, on "Central Supply" and Mr. R. B. Saxon, Assistant 
Operating Superintendent, University Hospital, Omaha, on "Your Laundry."



Little^fchings which may mean big savings were outlined by Mr. Wilson, who limit
ed his field of discussion to sterilizers and their care. Use of air-gap fittings on 
the water supply and waste to prevent back siphonage; steam line strainers to protect 
delicate control equipment; checking of hinges and pins on sterilizers so they operat 
freely; indexing of valve handles for ease of operation; cleaning of trap strainers 
to prevent loss of steam; a small notch in the water valve seat to prevent water pres- 
dure build-up in the filtering element and leaking into the tank, thereby contamina
ting the sterile water, all were given as examples of possible savings in costs. He 
also explained the danger of building up causticity and attacking instruments by im
proper drainage at the end of each day’s work if soft water is used in sterilizers.
A little vinegar in the sterilizer will help remove scale.

Miss Sheridan pointed out the value of a properly operated cafeteria for the 
service of meals to employes, permitting a more diversified selection of foods and 
bringing about improved employe morale. There is also less food waste, Miss Sheridan 
stated, because "employes who pay for their food either eat all that they have taken, 
or they take less from the counter when they know they must pay for it." She said 
that food may be served practically at cost, giving employes their meals at a more 
reasonable figure than if they were dining out and still insuring the hospital against 
loss compared with the former custom of providing meals without charge to employes.
She cautioned against waitress service as unadvantageious and costly.

A properly conducted Central Supply Department can be a source of profit rath
er than loss to a hospital, despite the costs of equipping and staffing such a unit, 
Mr. Perrin told the audience in a fast-moving review of the installation of such a 
new service in his own institution. Gathering of all equipment and supplies into 
one department greatly increases the efficiency of the hospital, and reduces the over
head by eliminating the need for duplicate set-ups on each hospital floor, he said.
Mr. Perrin’s schedule of charges for dressings trays, materials, service fees on med
ical devices (inhalators, etc.) and similar items evoked much interest.

Methods of sorting and processing linens sent to the hospital laundry were 
discussed by Mr. Saxon, who also outlined the best types of linens to purchase for 
hospital use. Washing formula and procedures, the loading of extractors, operation 
of the flat work ironers and hand presses, and other equipment were explained by Mr. 
Saxon, who also talked of methods for the handling of isolation patient linens. He, 
too, spoke of the necessity of good personnel relations and of the need for well- 
lighted and ventilated work rooms, clean rest rooms and adequate lunch rooms to keep 
workers happy and interested in their work.

Miss Helen V. Pruitt, Secretary of the Council on Education of the American 
Hospital Association, took part informally in the two days’ meeting, and on Friday 
spoke of the benefits and activities available to members of the A.H.A. She advised 
hospital leaders to renew at this time of the year their appeals for contributions 
to their institutions, citing the savings which may be effected on income tax returns 
by virtue of the allowable deductions for gifts to non-profit organizations. She 
quoted one instance in which a gift of $18,000 to a hospital had cost the taxpayer 
actually only $1,800 because of the credits permitted him by Uncle Sam.

IOWA HOSPITAL GROUP Sister Mary Celestine, O.S.F., R.N., Administrator of Rosary
ELECTS ’52 OFFICERS Hospital, Corning, was elected President, and her Medical

Record Librarian, Sister Mary Terenia, O.S.F., Secretary- 
Treasurer of the Southwest Iowa Hospital Council, at its annual meeting, December 6, 
at Mercy Hospital, Council Bluffs, They succeed Mrs, Earl May, Chairman of the Board 
and Miss Corrine Voigt, R.N., superintendent of Hand Hospital, Shenandoah. Robert 
Pritchard, of Professional Management, Waterloo, Iowa spoke before the group on "A 
Survey of Hospital Costs" and Francis J. Bath, St, Joseph’s Hospital, Omaha, on 
"Hospital Costs and Charges." The former is senring as a consultant to Sister Mary 
Alberta, R.S.M., Mercy Hospital director. The next monthly meeting will be held 
January 3rd, at Hand Hospital, Shenandoah.
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CATHOLIC STATE GROUP Convening jointly with the Nebraska Hospital Association
AND RECORD LIBRARIANS in Omaha, November 15-16, were two other groups whose
HOLD ANNUAL MEETINGS sessions tended to further enhance the attendance at the

state organization’s convention.

Most of Nebraska’s twenty Catholic institutions were represented at the 
third annual meeting of the Nebraska Conference of the Catholic Hospital Association 
of the United States Friday afternoon in the Our Lady of Victory Unit Auditorium of 
Creighton Memorial St. Joseph's Hospital. Presiding was Sister M. Crescentia, O.S.F, 
R.N,, chairman of the organization for the past two years. In a panel discussion on 
"The Introduction of a Business Manager Into a Catholic Hospital, "Sister M. Paschala
O.P., R.N,, of St. Catherine of Sienna Hospital, McCook, told the Sisters of "The 
Advantages of a Business Manager" while Sister Mary Kevin, R.S.M., M.A., Director of 
the School of Nursing, St. Catherine's Hospital, Omaha, spoke on "Orientation of a 
Business Manager to His Job." Two hospital business managers, Donald W. Duncan, of 
St. Elizabeth Hospital, Lincoln, and Francis J. Bath, St. Joseph's, Omaha, spoke on 
"The Responsibilities of the Business Manager to the Administrator." A discussion on 
"Everyday Problems in Hospitals," by Raymond E. McGrath, Omaha attorney, and "Person
nel Problems," by Sister Crescentia, concluded the program.

Newly elected officers include; President, Sister M. Barbara, O.P., St. Cathe 
Hospital, McCook. President-elect, Sister Mary Kevin, R.S.M., St. Catherine’s, Omaha; 
Vice-president, Sister M. Celine, St. Mary's, North Platte; Secretary-Treasurer,
Siste^ M. Paschala, St. Catherine's, McCook.

The Medical Record Librarians, in their session at Hotel Fontenelle, Thursday, 
heard discussions on "The Medical Record Librarian of the Small Hospital," by Harold 
J. Hamilton, Brewster Hospital, Holdrege; "The Internist Views the Patient Record," b; 
Harold N. Neu, M.D., head, Department of Medicine, Creightoh University School of 
Medicine, and "The Lawyer Looks at the Medical Record," by Attorney Edwin Cassem.

Taking office as President was Sister M. Rosita, O.S.F., R.R.L., of St, Joseph 
Hospital, Omaha, succeeding Sister M. Paphnutiana, O.S.F., R.R.L., St. Elizabeth's 
Hospital, Lincoln, Chosen as Vice-President was Miss Eunice Munn, R.R.L., of Bryan 
Memorial Hospital, Lincoln; Secretary, Mrs. Patricia Nichols, R,R.L., Clarkson Hospi
tal, Omaha, and Treasurer, Miss Kathleen Folz, R.R.L,, University Hospital, Omaha.

NEW HOSPITAL PLAN LOSES Voters of Washington County^ Nebraska defeated, 2186 to
1669, a proposal to issue $175,000 in bonds for con

struction of a new county hospital at Blair. Backers of the proposal had hoped to 
secure a like amount as a Federal grant but a heavy rural vote spelled a decisive de
feat for the project. The degree cf interest in the proposal is indicated by the 
fact that T-otal vote of 3,855 vras 20$ heavier than in the 1946 Presidential election.

WORKSHOP IN JANUARY A three-day Workshop on Hospital Problems, sponsored by the
Catholic Hospital Association, will be held January 21 to 23 

at the Hotel Allis, Wichioa, Kansas, Directed principally to the small hospitals, the 
conference will deal with orgarvUation of the small, .institutions, admission policies, 
business control (account, costs, reimbursable principles, etc^: public relations, 
radiology and pathology service, moral and ethical problems, nursing service and im
provement of medical care through the medical audit and educational programs.

GRAY LADIES MEET Thirty-three members of the Omaha Chapter, American Red Cross
Gray Ladies, were awarded pins in recognition of their service 

in local hospitals and the Blood Bank Center at the annual Christmas meeting of the 
organization, December 6. Richard H, Sayler, manager of the Omaha Red Cross office, 
presented pins for 10 years or more of service to six cf the Gray Ladies while 27 
others received awards for five years service.



OFFICER 3UES Construction work on the new DOCTOho HOo JtITh L, in Lincoln,
MEW HOSFITAL GROUP has been challenged in a suit filed by the State of NebrasK-.
,v' FORCE CCM.rLIIMCE vs The Olney Clinic Foundation, Inc, and Dr. R. C. Olney,

November 16, in the District Court of Lancaster CountyP Lr.
. i. Rogers, Acting Director of the State Board of Health, who is represented by 
I-irence S. Beck, Attorney General, is plaintiff. ^

The action, first of its kind to be filed in Nebraska, has been brought 
rider provisions of the laws passed by the 1947 Unicameral Legislature to govern th 
•i nstruction and licensure of hospitals and health facilities within the state- By 
•his legal action. Dr* Rogers seeks to restrain the Olney Clinic and Dr. Olney as an 
Individual from proceeding further with construction of the building on a large trac 
■f land at 40th Street, between "E": and "F” streets until plans and specifications 
:re brought into line with requirements of the Health Department. Several meetings 
*.ave followed since filing of the court action and, if requirements are met, it is
'-■rebable that the suit will be withdrawn.;

The proposed sixty-bed hospital, to consist of three stories and ba.se- 
.ent, is being erected of reinforced concrete. All steel work is in place and the 
walls are rising as rapidly as weather conditions permit,

FIRE OFFICIALS O.K. No curtailment of the Omaha Fire Department's program for
INSPECTION PROGRAM inspections and educational work on fire prevention in the

Omaha hospitals will be made as previously planned, a com
mittee of the Omaha Area Hospital Council was assured at a conference on November 28. 
Fire Commissioner William D, Noyes, Fire Chief Edward Kayduk and Inspectors Walter 
Downey andRcbt* Smith agrees with the Council members, James G, Carr, Jr. and 
Reuben B. Saxon, of University Hospital; Hal G, Perrin, Clarkson Hospital and the 
Rev, B., 0, Lyle, Methodist Hospital, that the hospital inspection program is a full- 
mime job, and should be thus continued.. Hospital Council spokesmen praised highly 
urogram developed by Inspector Downey and requested its continuance and expansion.

At its monthly meeting, December 13, at Lutheran Hospital, the Council 
voted its sanction of a program recommended by Mr. Saxon for the appointment of a 
Fire and Safety Officer in each member institution for the further development of 
fire prevention and evacuation plans. The Council also voted co restrict membership 
co t-he area presently covered by the organization> A report of the Personnel Rela- 
cions Committee, presented by Chairman Carr, was referred back to the committee with 
*\ commendations for further study of the particular subject under survey.

t HOSPITALS IN OMAHA All of Omaha's major private hospitals are now within the
’"nMBER OF COMMERCE membership fold of the Omaha Chamber of Commerce, a survey

at the conclusion of the annual solicitation of new members 
liscloses, Latest additions to the roster include St, Catherine's, Lutheran and 
Emanuel Hospitals, augmenting the previous institutional memberships of Doctors,
It. Joseph's, Clarkson, Methodist, Children's Memorial and University of Nebraska,
, number of individuals as representatives of member institutions serve on the 
Public Health Committee and in other Chamber of Commerce divisions.

concentrated effort to make Omaha’s civic leaders and public at largt 
l r • highly conscious of the importance of the city as a medical center is the 1952 
rjective cf the member hospitals, which wj.ll stress the value of the institutions" 
!r-J He two "Grade A" medical schools. University of Nebraska College of Medicine anc 

Creighton University School of Medicine, as assets in the business and industrial 
•11 e ^ ie community. Also to be emphasized will be the large number of out-of-town 
•eople attracted to Omaha as patients, constituting 50 per cent of the hospitals'
.otal annual business, -and the many medical and nursing students who spend three or 
our years in studies in the city, and frequently locate here permanently.
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.+ NEBRASKANS ATTEND With its program practically ready for the printer and witt
^IP-WEST CONFERENCE more than 90% of exhibit booths already contracted, pros

pects for a banner meeting of the Mid-West Hospital Associa- 
i on next April in Kansas City were never better, according to the report brought bao 
py Nebraska's official representatives of the seven-state organization from a neetin,- 
*>.f Mid-West officers and committee members, November 30, at the Hotel President.

In attendance at the conference were Dr, Harold C. Lueth, President-ele.-'
>f the Mid-West Hospital Association; Rev, B, 0, Lyle, member of the Executive Board; 
Hal 0, Perrin, Trustee and James G, Carr, Jr,, President of Nebraska Hospital Associa
tion, the latter two of whom are assisting Program Chairman Celeste Kemler, R.N., Act 
istrator of Valley View Hospital, Ada, Oklahoma,

A program to even-exceed in quality the outstanding events of the 1951 
session, last April, is shaping up rapidly and a concerted effort to stimulate a grem 
-:r attendance than at this year's record-breaking meeting is being launched by offii, 
go make the 1952 convention, April 24-2$, an even bigger success. The interest of 
-xhibitors who are requesting increased, floor space allotments for 1952 is of specia.;. 
■•encouragement to President Kenneth F, Wallace and his hard-working committees and .ir.- 
ilcations point to a complete sellout of booths long before the meeting convenes.

? ARTICLES FEATURE Several worthy presentations dealing with the economics of 
-‘OSPITAL ECONOMICS hospital management which have appeared in recent national

publications unrelated to the field of institutional opera- 
Gion have been noted with great interest by administrators and other hospital leader?.

Cn an article entitled "The Economics of Hospital Service," appearing ir 
r-he September issue of HARVARD BUSINESS REVIES, Herbert E, Klarman, Assistant direc
tor of the Hospital Council of New York, reviews the status of hospitals today as one 
of the more Important institutions in the modem American community, and forecasts 
Ghat an equally great yransforaation may occur in the future as has characterized the 
development ?f such institutions during the past century. The Author in retrospect 
sees hospitals of several generations ago as only a place where patients were sent tc 
iie, contrasted with cheir acceptance today as the place in which intensive diagnos
tic and therapeutic care is provided the sick. His article treats on the financial 
oroblems of hospitals, currently higher costs of care, new sources of income, pre
payment insurance plans, new construction and replacement and the financing of capital 
replacements* In conclusion, he states: "It goes without saying that the decisions 
of hospital management and their execution will be improved to the extent that they 
draw on tte kiv>w-how and experienced judgment of the civic leadership of the community , 
including businessmen,"

Another worthwhile article, "Economic Planning for the Voluntary Hospital1’ 
in the September issue of the Lederle BULLETIN, the unnamed author states, "is directec 
toward tie vast majority of voluntary hospitals throughout the United States and Canada 
that nus' solve their economic problems upon a limited scale and with limited means." 
Feinting out that the efficient operation of the voluntary hospital involves close 
cooperation between the medical and technical staffs, the community as represented by 
vari ous,auxiliary groups working with the institution, and the hospital management, 
i po?.udiig the trustees and administrative staff, the article emphasizes the necessity 
pi 'Lo.-e inter-group and inter-departmental understanding and collective action# Much 
on. irbration is given to possible solutions of economic problems, particularly the 

1 j'-v roeg o; operational costs through harmonious personnel relationships, proper ac- 
cr/ru g procedures, efficient purchasing and prevention of losses. Good public rela- 
TH ops Lav are stressed as an important factor in achieving economic soundness.

In conclusion, the article says: "There is every reason to believe that 
. . . . voluntary hospitals can continue to render the service they now render to cori- 
uiiirdeg? iP.Q. that they will be able to expand to keep pace with the vigorous growth 
O'" is r-a King place in the United States and Canada."



REPORT REVEALS EXTENT An interesting mimeographed report has just been issued 
OF HOSPITAL EXPANSION from the office of Verne A. Pangborn, Director of the

Division of Hospitals, Nebraska Department of Health, 
Lincoln, which discloses the appreciable expansion which has occured in hospital faci
lities within the state since the close of World War II, and projects now under way.

%A total of twenty new hospitals constructed since 1945 and in operation 
listed by Mr, Pangborn in the report, which includes a brief description of the facilj^ 
ties, their size, and method of operation (sponsoring group). These include hospital: 
at Albion, Bridgeport, Chappell, Crawford, Crete, Gothenburg, Grant, Henderson, Kin- 
ball, Newman Grove, Norfolk, Oakland, Omaha, Rushville, Scottsbluff, Seward, Tilden, 
Wahoo, Wakefield and West Point, Fifteen projects currently under construction like» 
wise are listed at Atkinson, Burwell, Callaway, Cozad, Creighton, Franklin, Gordon, 
Lewellen, Neligh, Ogallala, O'Neill, Pawnee City, Sargent, Spalding and Syracuse.

Ten additions to hospitals since 1945 and now in operation include; Bas
sett, Benkelman, Fairbury, Fremont, Holdrege, Kearney, Lincoln, Omaha, (2); Oshkosh, 
Plainview, Sutherland and Valentine, while new additions now are under construction 
in Lincoln and McCook. Emerson, Hebron and Kearney have remodeled existing buildings 
and adapted them for hospital purposes and two, Alma and Fullerton, have remodeled 
buildings and completed additions which now are in operation.

Four schools of nursing facilities have been completed in Grand Island, 
Omaha (2) and Scottsbluff. One new 140-bed psychiatric hospital has been erected in 
Omaha and another 80-bed mental hospital is in the planning stage in the same city.
Two health centers, University of Nebraska in Lincoln, and the Omha-Douglas County 
Health Department, Omaha, complete the picture of new health facilities in Nebraska,

DIETITIANS ELECT Dr. Doretta Schlaptoff, Director of Home Economics, University
of Nebraska, Lincoln, continued as President of the Nebraska 

Dietetic Association at the annual meeting, November 6, in Omaha, officially entering 
upon the tern of office to which she had been elected in 19f0< Dr, Schlaptoff had 
succeeded to the presidency/- in July, following the resignation of Mrs. Alice FoicLa 
Higgins after her marriage.

Other officers chosen at the November conference were: Miss Marian KelL 
Mutual Benefit Cafeteria, Omaha- President-elect; Miss Ruth E., Johnson, Ag. Cafeteria, 
Lincoln, Secretary, and Miss Betty Joan Yapp, Mary Lanning Memorial Hospital, Hastings 
Treasurer. Miss Johnson continues as editor of The Nebraska Dietitian.'

DIRECTORY INTERESTING Nebraska hospital people on a visit to St, Louis, Mdt, will
do well to secure in advance a copy of the directory issued 

by the Greater St. Louis Hospital Council, 4904 Delmar Blvd., giving a detailed de
scription of the 34 member institutions of that organization. Oldest of the institu
tions listed is the St. Louis City Hospital, which was founded in 1843 and now has a 
capacity of 1059 beds, excluding bassinets. Several others of the hospitals date bacl- 
to the 1850’s and ’60’s. There also are 12 schools of nursing within the Council.

NSW OFFICERS FOR 
CLINICAL SOCIETY

Dr. Herbert H. Davis, Omaha surgeon, was chosen president-elect 
of the Omaha Mid-West Clinical Society at the annual meeting, 
November 27, as Dr. J. Harry Murphy, pediatrician, assumed the 

reins of office as president for the ensuing year. Continuing in office are 
P‘m louis E, Moon, as Secretary-treasurer, and Dr. J. D. McCarthy as counselor.
New'y elected as Director of Clinics is Dr. Payson S. Adams, and Dr. D. W. Niehaus as 
£ memorr c.f the executive committee, on vhich Dr, Louis D. McGuire and Dr. Albert J„

:1 I continue to servo during 1952. Dr. B. Carl Russum, Omaha pathologist.
agmw- is editor of the Omaha Mid-West Clinical Society Journal, with Doctors Maurice 
L, .rler- F, Russell Best and W<- Niehaus as members of the editorial board. Date: 
for the twentieth annual assembly m i l  be October 26-31, 1952,



"OF FOLKS WE KNOW . . . "  FREDERIC R. VEEDER, Administrator of the WEST NEBRASKA
METHODIST HOSPITAL, Scottsbluff, found it exceedingly 

Ward to concentrate on "doings" at the NHA convention in Omaha and, at the same tine, 
accept the congratulations of his many friends on the birth of a. son on September 23. 
The newcomer is the Veeders’ first child and Frederic already is experiencing respon
sibilities totally omitted from his course in Hospital Administration at Washington 11

REV. JOSEPH E. DUHAMEL, 66, Chaplain during the early 30’s at ST. JOSEPH1! 
and ST. CATHERINE’S hospitals, Omaha, died November 10 at ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL, Colum
bus, where he had lived the past two years since resigning his pastorate at Central 
City, Nebr. because of failing health. Father Duhamel served as relief chaplain at 
St, Mary’s during his residence there.

RICHARD KLAAS, M. D, ‘50 graduate of the Creighton University School of 
Medicine, Omaha, is a new member of the staff at St. Francis Hospital, Osceola, in 
which town he has established his office. Dr. Klaas served his interneship in Omaha 
at St. Joseph’s Hospital.

PAUL A. HOFSTAD is the new Superintendent of the Fremont District 4th, 
Lutheran Hospitals and Homes Society, of Fargo, N.D, A graduate of the University 
of Chicago course in Hospital Administration, Mir. Hofstad served his administrativd 
residency at Norwegian American Hospital, Chicago, under Superintendent William Bowman 
Under his direction"are the Lutheran Home for the Aged, Fremont, where he maintains 
his office; Lutheran Hospital, Columbus; Oakland Memorial Hospital and Thayer County 
Memorial Hospital, Hebron. He also will have charge of Syracuse Memorial Hospital 
when that new 25- bed institution opens, about January 1, 1952.

- • r > • v 1 : * 1'U
DR. JOSEPH B. BURT, Dean of the University of Nebraska College of Pharmacy 

has been elected first vice-prosiddnt of the American Pharmaceutical Association.

DR. GEORGE H. SCHERR, Assistant Professor of Bacteriology at the Creighton 
University School of Medicine, has been awarded the first Doctor of Philosophy Degree 
from the University of Kentucky’s department of bacteriology. He was one of a group 
of 413 graduates to receive degrees from the University.

MISS DORIS SFFuAGG is the new Director of Dietetics at University Hospital, 
Omaha, succeeding Mrs. Dorothy Go'll Raison, and MRS. LUCILLE O ’CONNOR PLUMHOFF the 
new therapeutic dietitian, succeeding Mrs. AAlice Folda Higgins. At Douglas County 
Hospital, MISS LEATRICE PFLUEGER follows Mrs. Edith Bettinger as dietitian and’at 
Clarkson Hospital, Mrs. Betty Heitman has replaced Mrs. Mary Margaret Giever as the 
therapuetic dietitian. A similar change at St. Catherine’s Hospital finds MISS KATH
RYN WOLFE succeeding Mrs. Donna Oarlberg on the dietetic staff.

TWO NEW PHYSICIANS, R. M. HOUSE, M.D; and R. E. HOLLAND, M.D. recently hav 
associated themselves with the Medical Staff of ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL, Grand Island.
The former, an orthopedist, is a graduate of the University of Illinois Medical College 
’42. He served his interneship at St. Louis City Hospital, and two and a half years 
orthopedic residency at Children’s Hospital, Denver, and Hines (ill.) Veterans 
Hospital. DR. HOLLAND is a graduate of the University of Nebraska College of* Medicine 
and interned at Methodist Hospital, Indianapolis, Ind. He is associated with the 
Grand Island Clinic. Both doctors are married to graduate nurses.

WILLIAM Ml- STRANGE on November 10th assumed his new duties as Assistant 
Onager of VETERANS ADMINISTRATION HOSPITAL, Omaha, succeeding KENNETH S. COVEY, who 
nod held the position for the past year. Mr. Covey has transferred to the Air Force 
Materiel office, Wright-Patterson Field, Dayton, 0. Mr. Strange, before his transfer 
to Omaha, had served since 1946 as Assistant Manager of V.A. Hospital, Altoona, Pa. 
before World War II, Mr. Strange was located in Omaha with the Burrough Adding Machine 
Co., entering the field of hospital administration with the VA during the war.
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MISS SINA F. FOWLER has been named chief dietitian at ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL, 
Grand Island, by Sister M, Mechtildis, O.S.F,, R.N., Administrator, to succeed Miss 
Jane Hildcbrandt, who has gone to Santa Monica, Calif, to become dietitian at Saint 
John's Hospital* Miss Fowler received her BS degree at Northeast Missouri State Col
lege and her Master's Degree at Kansas State College, She served her interneship at 
Michael Reese Hospital, Chicago,

i
DR. WILSON B. MOODY, of Omaha, is the new chairman of the Department of 

Medicine, University of Nebraska College of Medicine, succeeding DR. HAROLD C., LUETH, 
who will devote his full time to his duties as Dean of the school.

VERY REV, CARL M. REINERT, S. J., President of Creighton University, Omaha, 
on December 4th awarded plaoues in recognition of 25 years of service by three Omaha 
physicians on the Faulty of the Creighton University School of Medicine, Honored at 
the annual Founders Day dinner were DR. ARTHUR C. JOHNSON, Associate Professor of Sur- 
gny; DR. JAMES G. VETTER, Instructor in Surgery, and DR. WILLIAM M. BARRY, Associate 
Fnofessor of Medicine. The speaker of the program which followed the awards was the 
Very Rev, Paul C. Reinert, S.J., President of St. Louis (Mo.) University, whose topic 
was "Has Creighton Kept Faith With Its Founders?" Father Reinert is a brother of the 
head of Creighton University.

JACK L. HURLEY, Business Manager of ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL, Grand Island, hat 
been appointed as a divisional chairman of the Red Cross Disaster Committee for the 
city of Grand Island.

JOHN M. STORM, 52, Editor and Business Manager of HOSPITALS, journal of the 
American Hospital Association, and TRUSTEE magazine, died November 4th in Chicago. A 
native Iowan, Mr. Storm attended Iowa State .College, and in 1922 entered newspaper 
work. In 1943, he left his position as associate editor of the "Cleveland News" to 
become editor of HOSPITALS, and, four years later, helped establish TRUSTEE, journal 
for hospital governing boards. Mr. Storm had many friends among Nebraska hospital 
people by virtue of his visits to Nebraska and Mid-West Hospital Association meetings, 
who join with his family and A.H.A. officials in mourning his untimely death.

The many friends of Nebraska-born RAY M. KNEIFL, Executive Secretary of 
the Catholic Hospital Association, are praying for his recovery from a severe coronary 
attack which he suffered on December 7, just after alighting from his car at his home 
jn St. Louis. Mr. Kneifl was taken to Firmin Des Loges Hospital, just across the 
street from C.H.A. headquarters. A native of Newcastle, Nebr,, Mr. Kneifl received 
his B.S. Degree from the School of Commerce of Marquette University, Milwaukee, 
where he later taught accounting before entering the employ of the newly organized 
Catholic Hospital Association before the national offices of the organization were 
moved to the present location in St. Louis, Mr. Kneifl is an instructor in Hospital 
Administration and Accounting at St. Louis University, in addition to his work with 
the Association,. Mr. and Mrs, Kneifl pay annual visits to his boyhood home.

DR. LEROY W. LEE, Omaha surgeon, has been appointed as chairmn of the 
Department of Urology of the University of Nebraska College of Medicine, according to 
announcement December 13 by Harold C. Lueth, Dean. He succeeds DR. EDWIN DAVIS, SR., 
whc will continue, however, as Professor of Urology of the College.

MISS CHARLENE WCXaCK, 19, freshman student in the St. Joseph's Hospital 
School of Nursing, Omaha, it. the winner cf the annual $100 scholarship given by the 
Larv Mahoney Nurses Club. The Fomentation was made to Miss Womack by Mrs. Jessie Cain 
c luc president. as a surprise feature of the yearly Christmas dinner and party for th< 
FameUy and student body of oho School of Nursing, December 6. Miss Womack's parents 
are and Mrs.. Charles Womack, of Omaha.



. . -lERE' LINCOLN - The contractors beat "Old Man Winter" ir at
xND THERE. . . . race tc "close in" completely the neVv four-

story addition at ST. ELIZABETH HOSPI’ .l, r 
.•cumber ., and they may look forward to uninterrupted work throughout the winter 
onths. Another eight months pf steady progress is expected to see the completion 
j? $£50.00 structure, Sister M. Pacifica,, O.S.F., R.N., Administrator, reports.

• H -, - Grants totaling $15,700 for improvements at the Bi^NUEL DEaCONESS INSTi 1 n'r 
have been voted from the Community Chest capital reserve fund, Rev. Vernon 

■ .-renius, Institute director, has announced. The Home for the Aged will receive 
"10,700 of the grant to assist in the expansion program under waŷ ; and furnishings, 
vhile $5,000 has been alloted to defray part of the cost of conversion of the heat- 
uir plant from oil to gas, expected to reach $15,000. The current construction work, 
vnich will add 40 beds to the Home for the Aged, with the heating plant modernization, 
arks the initial project of an extensive expansion and improvement program that will 
include completion of the nurses' residence, first unit of which was built in 194^*

.. 1NC0LN - Nebraska counties are responsible for payment of the costs of expensive 
drugs furnished their residents who are admitted to UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL, 

miaha, the state Supreme Court has ruled in a test case brought by the Board of Rc- 
fer.ts against Lancaster County. The judgment was affirmed in the amount of $39.97.

’R..ND IBLIND - Installation has just been completed at ST. FRuNCIS HOSPITAL of a 
gleaming new stainless steel cafeteria unit which will consolidate 

ij.1 ^ting facilities for employes, students and visitors, automatic glass washers 
md garbage disposal are included in the equipment. Tables are chrome base with tops 
-f black formica while chairs are chrome and chartueso leather. Seating capacity is 
i 50, Coffee periods are planned mid-morning snd afternoon. Mrs. Selma Shartberg, BS, 
ssistant dietitian, is in charge of the new cafeteria.

LINCOLN - jri representative community committee, known as FRIENDS OF ST. ELIZABETH'S 
HOSPITAL, has launched a financial campaign to raise $250,000 or more to 

ssist the Poor Sisters of Saint Francis Seraph in meeting the cost of the $£50,000 
ddition now being constructed for the institution. John P. Morrow, Lincoln business 
"in, is general chairman of the drive, aided by George Holmes, Chairman of the Board, 
•’irst National Bank of Lincoln; Nathan Gold, president of Gold & Company; Erie a .
’ mpbell, president of Miller and Paine; John F. Lawler, president Lawler Sporting 
.ioods Co. and a group of 49 other business and professional men of the community.

The Committee is calling attention of the residents of Lincoln the record 
if 62 years of service that St. Elizabeth Hospital has rendered within the community, 
’’with never a case refused because of finances, race or creed. St. Elizabeth's be
longs to us all because it has served us all." Sister M. Pacifica, O.S.F., R.N., 
Administrator of the hospital, has praised the cooperation which the business men of 
Lincoln have given in organizing the community drive and has pledged whole-hearted 
support by the Sisters, with the assurance that the Hospital will continue to devotu 
its every effort toward betterment of facilities and care of the sick and injured.

LINCOLN - The ice men soon will lose their jobs at two Lincoln hospitals as the
result of installations of mechanical equipment to provide ice for the many 

.-sfcds in the institutions. LINCOLN GENERAL HOSPITaL has purchased a Carrier Cube-Ice 
mit which will be installed within the near future and at ST. ELIZABETH HOSPITa L work 
is progressing on a York Flake-Ice machine of one-ton capacity. Plans also are being 
leveloped for decentralization of dishwashing dt the latter institution, through in- 
'Vdllation of individual machines on each of the three floors accommodating patients.



OMAHA VA HOSPITaL Workmen are making satisfactory prrgress in preparation for 
READYING T B WARD the 40-bed department at VETERANS' ADMINISTRATION HOSFIT^L,

Omaha, which will permit admittance of tubercular cases for 
treatment and care, about February 1, 1952, Dr, John J, Tyson, Manager, reports. Tier* 
TB ward will occupy space on the Fifth Floor of the 11-story structure.

An early Fall opening is anticipated for the $$9,000 Isotope Laboratory, 
for which remodeling has been started on the First Floor, The project will require 
nine months or more for completion, and will provide facilities for research in radio
active elements, the first such hospital laboratory in the midwest.

An average occupancy of 250 to 260 patients per day is reported by Doctor 
Tyson, including about 35 patients receiving psychiatric care. Approximately 60 per 
cent of the patients admitted have been veterans of World War II; 35$ have been 
World War I veterans and the remaining five per cent from either other wars or peace 
time military service.

The 486-bed hospital, which cost $11,000,000 including the furnishings and 
equipment, now has 477 employes, consisting of 347 professional and semi-professional 
personnel, and 130 administrative and non-professional. On the Staff now are seventy- 
nine nurses, of whom 51 are from out-state or out-of-state, and 47 doctors, including 
19 full time physicians and two full time dentists. Daily payroll is $5,700 and the 
per diem cost of $27.00 per patient, which includes medical care, now is beginning to 
go downward, reflecting a steadying of the average occupancy, Dr. Tyson states.

NURSING SCHOOL NEWS 11 THE CHIMES”, bi-monthly news sheet of ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL
FAPER IN NIFTY GARB SCHOOL OF NURSING, Grand Island, blossomed out in a brand

new "formal” in joint celebration of its VOLUME XV 
birthday and of dedication ceremonies for the beautiful new school and nurses' hone 
structure, which was blessed October 21st by His Excellency, the Most Rev, John L. 
Paschang, D.D., newly consecreated Bishop of the Grand Island diocese.

After having made its appearance regularly for fourteen years as a mimeo
graphed sheet, "THE CHIMES" now has become a four-page, four-column paper, full of 
news about the School of Nursing, the student body and the Hospital, An "Orchid" is 
extended in the initial printed issue to Sister M. Gerharda, O.S.F., B.S.N., M.S,, 
who for 14 years has served as Director of the School of Nursing and, with Sister M. 
Methciltis, O.S.F., R.N., hospital administrator, was largely responsible for the 
fine new school and residence just completed.■ A welcome to the 1951 class of twenty 
Freshmen students also is extended amid a wealth of school activities news.

$12,750 RESEARCH FUND A check of $12,750 has been presented to the Very Rev. Carl
M. Reinert, S.J., President of the Creighton University, by 

The National Association of Radio and Television Broadcasters for the establishment 
of the John J. Gillin Research Fund for study of heart disease at the institution's 
School of Medicine. The presentation took place at a dinner meeting of the New York 
Creighton Alumni Club, in New York City, on November 10th,

The fund was given Creighton University as a tribute to the late president 
of Radio Station WOW, Omaha, who die® of heart trouble, July 18, 1950, ah alumnus 
of Creighton University, Mr. Gillin had assisted his. Alma Mater in establishing the 
first college experimental Television broadcasting station in the Mid-west long before 
Omaha had become the western terminus of what now is a cross-country coaxical net
work. Research in heart disease and treatment of the poor who have heart ailments is 
to be financed by the newly established fund.

Friends of Mr. Gillin also have furnished the John J. Gillin Memorial Ro*n 
at ?t, Joseph's Hospital, Omaha, where he had been a patient often during his illness
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HONOR "OLD TIMERS" The "Old-Timers" of Creighton Memorial Saint Joseph's
AT CHRISTMAS PARTY Hospital, Omaha, described as employes of "From Five

to Fifty Years" of service, were guests of honor at the 
annual Christmas dinner and party given by The Sisters of Saint Francis, December 18. 
One hundred employes qualified for "place cards" and special recognition at the din
ner and program out of the total of 435 invited to the event. Sister M. Cresi?entia,Osf 
Administrator, voiced the appreciation of the Sisters for the loyalty of the large 
group of employes, and particularly "the Old-Timers." Bonus checks, representing 
earned but unused sick leave allowances during the past year, were distributed to 
employes and ranged in size from $3.50 to $78.00.

At the annual Medical Staff dinner, on December 11th, a gold wrist watch 
and band were presented to Dr, Charles M. Wilhelmj. Director of Research at Creighton 
University School of Medicine, who had served as Dean of the Medical Schooll and as 
Chief of Staff at St, Joseph's Hospital from 1939 to 1948. Two hundred doctors and 
members of the Lay Board and Advisory Nursing Education Committee were present. Fac
ulty and students of the St. Joseph's School of Nursing, School of Medical Technology, 
School of Anesthesia and School for X-Ray Technologists were guests of the Sisters at 
the opening dinner-party of the holiday season, December 6th, with 285 present.

CHRISTMAS T-V PROGRAM Snow White and many other Walt Disney characters will frolic
across the air waves on Christmas afternoon as Johnson and 

Johnson sponsor a full hour coast-to-coast television show. The cast, including the 
beloved Snow White, the dwarfs and other Disney merry-makers as well as live actor- 
stars, will appear in the children's ward of a hospital to tell the patients a 
Christmas story, with Mr. Disney personally appearing as narrator. The show on CBS.- 
TV will be seen over Station KMTV, Channel 3, at 2P,M. in this area.

BECKER JOINS AHA STAFF New associate director of the Commission on Financing of
Hospital Care of the American Hospital Association is 

Harry -Becker, former director of the Social Security Department of the UAW-CIO. In 
his previous position, Mr. Becker had extensive experience with pre-payment plans, es
pecially with Blue Cross, which cover members of the United Auto Workers Union. He 
also served as labor representative on the boards of trustees of Michigan Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield Plans, Mr. Becker has appeared on several occasions as guest speaker 
at Mid-West Hospital Association and A.H.A. conventions,

HOUSEKEEPING SCHOLARSHIPS Pacific Mills is again offering ten scholarships to the
fourth annual American Hospital Association Short Course 

in Hospital Housekeeping, to be held March 31 to May 23 at Michigan State College,
East Lansing, Mich. Applications for the scholarships may be submitted to A.H.A. head
quarters by any institutional member for qualified staff members.

Applications for scholarships to the Laundry Management short course, 
at University of Iowa Hospitals, Iowa City, March 10 to April 25, 1952, must be sub
mitted prior to January 15. Registration is open to anyone employed in or entering 
the hospital laundry or housekeeping fields.

MANY CANDIDATES RESPOND Two teas in November for junior and senior high school
students attracted a total of 295 prospective enroiees 

to the recently completed ST. FRANCIS SCHOOL OF NURSING, Grand Island, and much in
terest was expressed by the girls in the possibilities of becoming future nursing 
students. A tea and tour sponsored by the St. Francis Auxiliary drew 120 girls, some 
of whom were accompanied by their parents. Twenty-seven towns were represented, some 
visitors coming from a distance of 175 miles. Four days later, the Medical Auxiliary 
entertained students from the two Grand Island high schools, and 175 girls attended.

CATHOLIC NURSES ELECT Miss Jerometta O'Brien was elected president of the Omaha
Council of Catholic Nurses at the annual meeting, December 

9th at St. Catherine's Hospital, Omaha. Other new officers: Margaret Hamilton and 
Patricia Meyers, vice presidents; Helen Marsh, secretary; Claire Williams, treasurer.
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J. H. PFEIFFER RETIRES AS BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD HEAD AFTER 13 YE^RS AT HELM

A testimonial dinner honoring John H. Pfeiffer, Executive Director of 
the NEBRASKA BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD PLiNS since the inception of the two pre-payment 
health organizations in the state, was given November 7, at the Hotel Fontenelle by 
the Directors and department heads in recognition of his nearly 13 years service.
Mr. Pfeiffer on October 18th had announced his desire to retire upon completion of 
his contract >pn December 31* 1951* so that he might "catch up on my fishing" and on 
other bobbie-sF neglected during his long and active period of Blue Cross work.
Members of the Executive Committee of the two organizations presented Mr. Pfeiffer 
with an out-board motor while the office workers made him a gift of an electric clock. 
Blue proses "President Arthur L. Coad and Blue Shield President, Dr, Arthur J. Offernan, 
paid high tribute to Mr. Pfeiffer for his loyal years of service and Miss Marcella 
Sanders, Assistant to Mr. Pfeiffer for the past 10 years, spoke glowingly of the 
affection of her co-workers for their retiring "boss". Attorney Frank Heinisch acted 
as Toastmaster for the occasionl

Appointed to succeed Mr. Pfeiffer by the Board of Directors of the two 
Plans was JOSEPH 0. BURGER, well-known Omaha attorney who was one of the organizers 
of the Associated Hospital Service of Nebraska when the group was formed, February 1, 
1939* and who since has served as Treasurer and Attorney for BLUE CROSS. * year ago, 
Mr. Burger was named as Assistant Director, in addition to his other duties, and he 
thus is well qualified to a ssume his new post as Executive Director. He will continue 
to serve also as attorney for the companion organizations, and as Treasurer until the 
annual election of officers, on January 28, 1952,

PLAN REGIONitL MEETINGS Plans for a series of one-day sectional conferences of
hospital superintendents and office personnel* to bet

ter acquaint them with BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD objectives and routine were outlined at 
a joint meeting December 13 in Omaha of representatives of the Nebraska Hospital As
sociation and Blue Cross. Present to give the experiences and recommendations of the 
Des Moines, Iowa, Blue Cross plan in its highly effective public relations program 
with its member hospita.ls was Robert J, Cleary, Field Representative. A decision to 
initiate the series of sectional gatherings, which it is planned to develop on a Brami- 
annual basis, during January in Cherry County was reached by the group.

Attending the organizational meeting were Arthur L. Coad, President of 
Blue Cross and James G. Carr, Jr., President of Nebraska Hospital Association, along 
with Executive Director Joseph 0. Burger, Eugent J. Saxton, Rev. B. 0. Lyle, Leslie 
Martin, Frank C. Heinisch, Mrs, Eva Tyler and Francis J. Bath. Harold J. Hamilton 
and Donald W. Duncan were unable to attend because of weather and road conditions.

"BLUE CROSS" HITS THE AIR WAVES!
When the popular comedian, Jack Benny, on his national network 
hook-up on November 25th, was threatened, first with being hit 
by an auto while "jay-walking" across Wilshire Boulevard, in 
Los Angeles, and then with "a punch on the nose", he quipped on 
each occasion:

"GO AHEiD, I DON'T CARE - I BELONG TO BLUE CROSS!"

"NHNEWS W^NT ADS" FOR SALE: Complete Coffee Shop equipment and furnishings; ideal
for hospital set-up. $700. ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL, Grand Island,

FOR SitLE: Portable "Thermaduke" Food Table, Model #4-Sr. ^11 stainless and never used
as plans were changed. Real bargain. ST. CATHERINE HOSPITAL, Omaha.

FOR SALE: Doctor's Stock of Sodium Salicylate and Sod. Iodide, each Gr. XV, with
Colchine, Gr. 1/100, 20 cc amp. Any quantity, 20$ each. Box "K", NHNEWS.

FOR S.JLE: LAUNDRY EQUIPMENT: 40x54" wood washer, with motor; double sleeve ironer 
unit. Now available, ST. JOSEPH HOSPITAL, Omaha.
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HONOR "OLD TIMERS” The "Old-Timers” of Creighton Memorial Saint Joseph’s
AT CHRISTMAS PARTY Hospital, Omaha, described as employes of "From Five

to Fifty Years" of service, were guests of honor at the 
annual Christmas dinner and party given by The Sisters of Saint Francis, December 18. 
One hundred employes qualified for "place cards” and special recognition at the din
ner and program out of the total of 435 invited to the event. Sister M. Cres<?entia,OS*. 
Administrator, voiced the appreciation of the Sisters for the loyalty of the large 
group of employes, and particularly "the Old-Timers.” Bonus checks, representing 
earned but unused sick leave allowances during the past year, were distributed to 
employes and ranged in size from $3.50 to $78.00.

At the annual Medical Staff dinner, on December 11th, a gold wrist watch 
and band were presented to Dr, Charles M, Wilhelmj. Director of Research at Creighton 
University School of Medicine, who had served as Dean of the Medical Schooll and as 
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ulty and students of the St. Joseph's School of Nursing, School of Medical Technology, 
School of Anesthesia and School for X-Ray Technologists were guests of the Sisters at 
the opening dinner-party of the holiday season, December 6th, with 285 present.

CHRISTMAS T-V PROGRAM Snow White and many other Walt Disney characters will frolic
across the air waves on Christmas afternoon as Johnson and 

Johnson sponsor a full hour coast-to-coast television show. The cast, including the 
beloved Snow White, the dwarfs and other Disney merry-makers as well as live actor- 
stars, will appear in the children's ward of a hospital to tell the patients a 
.Christmas story, with Mr. Disney personally appearing as narrator. The show on CBS^
TV will be seen over Station KMTV, Channel 3, at 2P.M. in this area.

BECKER JOINS AHA STAFF New associate director of the Commission on Financing of
Hospital Care of the American Hospital Association is 

Harry Becker, former director of the Social Security Department of the UAW-CIO. In 
his previous position, Mr. Becker had extensive experience with pre-payment plans, es
pecially with Blue Cross, which cover members of the United Auto Workers Union. He 
also served as labor representative on the boards of trustees of Michigan Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield Plans. Mr. Becker has appeared on several occasions as guest speaker 
at Mid-West Hospital Association and A.H.A. conventions,

HOUSEKEEPING SCHOLARSHIPS Pacific Mills is again offering ten scholarships to the
fourth annual American Hospital Association Short Course 

in Hospital Housekeeping, to be held March 31 to May 23 at Michigan State College,
East Lansing, Mich. Applications for the scholarships may be submitted to A.H.A. head
quarters by any institutional member for qualified staff members.

Applications for scholarships to the Laundry Management short course, 
at University of Iowa Hospitals, Iowa City, March 10 to April 25, 1952, must be sub
mitted prior to January 15. Registration is open to anyone employed in or entering 
the hospital laundry or housekeeping fields.

MANY CANDIDATES RESPOND Two teas in November for junior and senior high school
students attracted a total of 295 prospective enrojLees 

to the recently completed ST. FRANCIS SCHOOL OF NURSING, Grand Island, and much in
terest was expressed by the girls in the possibilities of becoming future nursing 
students. A tea and tour sponsored by the St. Francis Auxiliary drew 120 girls, some 
of whom were accompanied by their parents. Twenty-seven towns were represented, some 
visitors coming from a distance of 175 miles. Four days later, the Medical Auxiliary 
entertained students from the two Grand Island high schools, and 175 girls attended.

CATHOLIC NURSES ELECT Miss Jerometta O'Brien was elected president of the Omaha
Council of Catholic Nurses at the annual meeting, December 

9th at St. Catherine's Hospital, Omaha. Other new officers: Margaret Hamilton and 
Patricia Meyers, vice presidents; Helen Marsh, secretary; Claire Williams, treasurer.
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