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Poster Abstract: 
 
The Cortina Community is a Living-Learning Community within the Department of Residence Life, that 
nurtures growth in students through the service of faith, the promotion of justice, and a well-educated 
solidarity within an intentional residential community.   
 
Each year, the Cortina Community leadership evaluates a series of student artifacts so as to understand 
the impact of the community on student growth and development.  For the 2013-14 academic year, the 
program both moved from its prior home in McGloin Hall, and added first-year students to its existing 
emphasis on sophomore students, increasing its size from its origin at 58 sophomores, to 116 
sophomores, to the 2013-14 tally of 134 active members.  This assessment project sought to understand 
the growth evident in the students from their participation in the program, understanding that the first-
year students would likely exhibit differing start and end points than their sophomore counterparts.  This 
growth was assessed across five competency areas:   

• Relationship Development 
• Social Awareness 
• Meaning of Justice 
• Faith Reflection 
• Community Living 

 
To assess the change in the students from their time of application to the end of the academic year, ten  
case study-like qualitative assessments from randomly selected Cortina students (five first-year and five 
sophomore students) were completed, using three artifacts (application, mid-year, and year-end 
evaluations) for each subject.  
 
Based on the evidence collected from the ten students studied, it is clear that the program is excelling in 
certain areas (namely community living and relationship development) and not meeting our own 
expectations in others.  This assessment project provided critical data to move the program forward, 
particularly as it relates to its emphasis on faith and justice components.  Our poster will show these 
findings, alongside recommendations and a specific plan for continuous improvement.   
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