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PREFACE
The Catholic Reformation has been, until re
cent years, largely neglected by researchers of the
period.

Historians have felt, with little justi

fication, that the Catholic Reformation was less
interesting than the Protestant Reformation.

And

while political histories of the Reformation abound,
and economic and social histories are becoming com
monplace, the Catholic Reformation has remained pretty
much unresearched.

Protestants have written bio

graphical and other studies on their founders, while
Catholics tended only to react polemically.

But now

historians have turned to the Catholic Reformation as
an area of research, more and more works are appearing
on all aspects of the movement.
But although scholars have touched upon
Catholic reform throughout most of Europe, they have
failed to treat Scotland.

There are numerous works

which treat Scotland after the fall of Catholicism,
but few, if any, treat the period before the rise of
Knox.

Authors who do include the Catholic Reforma

tion, limit themselves to a survey chapter in which

V
they show how corrupt the Catholic Church was in
Scotland, but fail completely to acknowledge the com
plexities of the situation.

In most cases, they write

only to give introduction to their own research, and
not as scholars investigating the period for itself.
A History of the Catholic Reformation in Scotland was
needed, and the author has attempted to fill this gap
in our historical knowledge.
A work of this nature had to be limited
within the period just prior to the Protestant re
bellion, therefore, the author has chosen the period
from the majority of James V, 1525, to the last Pro
vincial Council of the Scottish Church, 1559.

These

dates seemed the most logical break for the study
since the year 1525 marked the first parliamentary
act against heresy, while the last provincial council
marked the end of all attempts at Catholic Reform.
Within this period fell most of the important moves
towards reform prior to the Reformation in 1560.
As in all things, the germination of an idea
is important.

The beginnings of this thesis can be

seen in a seminar paper which the author wrote for
Dr. Raymond Schmandt at the Loyola University in

Chicago.

In the course of the first few weeks of

the seminar, the students were instructed to find
topics for research, and among the many which he
suggested was the Catholic Reformation in Scotland.
Eventually, a seminar paper was produced by this
author entitled '’Catholic Reform Among the Regular
Clergy in Scotland, 1530-1559."

Although the research

has since taken a larger scope, the seminar paper re
mains the origin of this thesis.
With the end of a seminar, one usually puts
away his paper and forgets about further research on
the topic.

In this case, it did not happen, instead,

the author worked extensively in researching the whole
reform movement in Scotland.

Luckily, the Scots pub

lish their documents with great fervor, and docu
ments abound.

Although not all Scottish records are

published, and some were destroyed during the Refor
mation, most of them are, and work in this field is
made much easier.

In the Midwest, we are blessed

with a number of extensive collections of Scottish
History, including Newberry Library in Chicago, the
University of Nebraska Library in Lincoln, and the
Loyola University Library in Chicago.

All these

libraries have been available to the author, and he
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is grateful to the numerous librarians who have
helped him in his research.
Lastly, an acknowledgement of the fortitude
and patience of my adviser, Dr. Allan M. Schleich, is
more than necessary.

For his reading, and re-reading,

eventually produced a thesis which is far better than
anything which the author could have produced on his
own.
This thesis is not definitive and further
study in the field is hoped for by the author.

The

limits of the study preclude a thorough study of the
political ramifications of the relationships between
the monarchy and the nobility, and the involved
struggles among the clans and the noble families and
the effects these might have had upon attempts to re
form the Church.

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Page
PREFACE.......................................

iv

Chapter
I.

THE ISOLATED ISLE.......................

1

II.

THE ISOLATED CHURCH.....................

26

III.

THE JACOBEAN REFORMS....................

1*9

IV.

REFORMS DURING THE REGENCY..............

73

V.

A CONCLUSION............................

103

APPENDIX......................................

113

BIBLIOGRAPHY..................................

llif

CHAPTER I
THE ISOLATED ISLE: SCOTLAND IN 1^25
The Scot, and his insular kingdom, has been
isolated throughout history from the mainstream of
human events.

Thus, the Scottish historical drama has

been enacted by a people who are a product of their
environment, passionate and often cruel, and untouched
for the most part by the civilizing influence of
Europe,

Situated in the North Sea off the coasts of

Scandanavia and continental Europe, the island of
Britain is tapered from south to north, and is nipped
repeatedly by its seas.

These waters, in helping to

form the moors, created a natural boundary between the
two kingdoms of the British Isles - England and Scot
land.

This latter region, about 30,000 square miles,

is, due to its geographic position, on the periphery
of Europe,'*'
It is recorded that there was a ribald saying
that "...when the Devil showed all the countries of

"^J. M. Reid, Scotland: Past and Present
Oxford University Press, 1959)? p. 5"»

(London:

2
the world to our Lord, he kept his mickle thoomb upon
Scotland."^

Although this is only a pious folk tale,

one can come to the conclusion, after observing the
terrain of Scotland, that there might be more than a
grain of truth in it.

Naturally, there were areas of

Scotland, in the Sixteenth Century, that did support a
fairly profitable agriculture and a more than decent
way of life.

Such a region was the Lowlands.

This

area, stretching from the Solway to the Firths of
Forth and Clyde, was filled with green hills, moors,
and valleys, but it was an exception to the rule.
Scotland, considering the whole area, was a country of
desolation, hardship and poverty.

There was a sadness

which permeated everything including the landscape.
Even the colors of the Scottish countryside took on
this sadness.

Although the colors consisted of a

variety of shades, they were all the same solitary
hue - grey.

This greyness, in 1525» though at times

physical and climatical as today, was more often an
atmosphere consisting of political, economic, social,
and religious chaos.3
p

I. F. Grant, The Social and Economic Development
of Scotland before 1603 (Edinburgh: Oliver and Boyd,
1930), p. 551.
^Reid, p. 6 .

3
Topographically, Scotland was an insular
country surrounded by the sea.

The terrain of Scot

land was monotonous, rolling hills and acreage broken
only by an occasional moorland covered with heather,
or maybe a bog.

This unvaried landscape, with its

austere qualities, helped to create the puritanical
Scot.
In 1525} the Scots could boast of a number of
rivers "...excellently furnished with fish.',lf

These

rivers, along with the sea, furnished Scotland with
one of her truly important exports - fish.

Among the

rivers, there were the Forth "...which flows into the
arms of the sea likewise called Forth, four leagues
in breadth...," and the Clyde "...abounding in salmon,
trout, turbot, and pike."5

These two rivers almost

cut the country in half with their waters.
Scotland also possessed a great many harbours
of which Cromarty at the mouth of the Moray Firth was

John Major, A History of Greater Britain as
England as Scotland (Edinburgh: Scottish History
1392), p. 33* The”author, Major, was dean of the
of Theology at the University of St. Andrews, and
this work in 1521 .
^Ibid.

well
Society,
Faculty
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held to be the safest in Scotland.

But other than

Cromarty and the Firth of Forth, most of the harbours
of Scotland were too shallow for good anchorage.
This latter problem was a difficulty for a country
which relied so heavily on trade.
Although most of Scotland varies little, the
land becomes more mountainous as one progresses north
ward. 6

During the Sixteenth Century, the mountains

near Aberdeen were so steep that they were impassable
to horsemen.

It was at the foot of these mountains

that a huge and heavy forest was found which Major
refers to as "...the Calendonian forests, of which
7
Ptolemy and the Roman writers make mention...."
This forest primeval abounded in game, and was es
pecially famous for its incredible number of stags.
The climate of the British Isles, and in par
ticular Scotland, is almost as monotonous as its ter
rain.

In general, Scotland is cold and damp.

The

winters are long and harsh due to its geographic
position, while the summers often are pleasant and
cool, but damp with the ever-present sea.

^Ibid.. p. 36.

7Ibid.

A Frenchman

5
visiting Scotland during the Sixteenth Century ob
served that the country was "...very cold and septen
trional, that is to say, approaching the north, and
g
still colder than England."
Weather of this type was
not at all conducive to life as it was being lived in
the Renaissance courts of France and Italy,
The soil of the Lowlands was very fertile,
Nicander Nuncius, a traveler who visited the country
in 15^ 5? observed that "...they possess a soil as
favorable to fruit and corn as that of the English...,"
but not as plentiful.9

This scarcity of land made

Scotland a soil conscious country.

One of the keys to

Scottish History is the fact that those who possess
the soil, also possess the power and wealth of Scot
land,

Thus, the numerous power struggles - family

against family, noble against Church - are, in reality,
life and death struggles for the retention of landed
estates, and survival in the soil based economy of
Scotland.
O
°Estienne Perlin, a French ecclesiastic who resided
in England during the reign of Edward VI, visited Scot
land in 1551- P. Hume Brown (ed.), Early Travelers in
Scotland (Edinburgh: David Douglas, 1891), p. 72.
^Nicander Nuncius was a native of the isle of Corfu
and an attendant of Gerald Veltwick, a minister of the
Emperor Charles V. Ibid.. p. 61.

6
The Scottish diet, like all diets, radiated
the resources of the land.

The main staple was

oaten bread made from barley or oats, and utilized
because "...wheat will not grow in every part of the
island."I®

Fish, also, was used as a common part of

the Sixteenth Century diet.

As for meat, the Scot

could choose from a variety of animals but abundant
flocks of sheep and geese provided an ample supply of
those meats.

The nobility, naturally, had all these

resources at their command, but the common folk were
not so fortunate.

Perlin described the lot of the

common people when he wrote:
Their houses are badly built and proportioned,
at least those of the poor. They have plenty
of cows and calves? on which account flesh is
cheap; and in my time bread was tolerably
cheap. In this place there are no vines, and
wine is very dear; but the Scots drink beer,-,godalles and alles, with a quantity of milk.1A
It was not a bad life which they led, but a hard one.
If it were compared to the lives of peasants in France
or Italy, the Scottish peasant would have been no worse
off than his counterparts.
The Scottish economy was based on a unilateral
trading system.

Since the resources of the island were

10Major, p. 8.
1 ]-Brown, p. 7^.
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small, she was forced to rely on imports to sustain
her population.

Sixteenth Century Scotland was able

to export salt and fish, and this was about all.
There were, also, the coal and lead mines of Northern
Scotland, but these mines were inferior in comparison
with their European counterparts.

As for the Scottish

cloth and linen industry, only a rough cloth was pro
duced for the common folk and even this was not ex
ported.

In return, for these few exports, Scotland

was forced to import products varying in nature from
iron to furniture, from spices to timber.

All these

imports drained the money of Scotland into European
pockets.

Thus, it can be said that "...the population

was almost entirely dependent upon a far from bounti
ful supply of raw products, and that there was a con
stant drain of resources from abroad, to supply the
manufactured luxury goods which the Scots required.

111 °

Scotland, considering her isolationism and
poverty, had at the beginning of the period a fair
number of urban communities.
1525 as today, was Edinburgh.

The principal city, in
It had for a hundred

years previous to 1521 been the residence of the kings1
2

12Grant, p. 552

8
of Scotland, and in 1525 James V was residing at his
castle within the city.1^

Edinburgh, like most the

cities of Sixteenth Century Europe, was an adminis
trative center as well as a trading center.

The city

council was preoccupied with the regulation and ad
ministration of trade.11' Although trade was their
major interest, they were confronted with a diversity
of problems ranging from street fights to prostitution.
During this period, 1500 to 1550, another difficulty
was added to their problems - the bubonic plague.

The

Black Death came to Scotland through her ports which
unloaded not only imports but the rats which carried
the plague.

For over a period of fifty years, death

stalked the streets of Edinburgh from Spring to Fall
each year.

The weather did not help the situation for

the warm humid weather increased the deadly germs,
and the city’s sanitary condition helped spread the
plague.

Although, Edinburgh was the capital of Scot

land, it was neither an elegant nor modern city.

In

3James V to Clement VII, Edinburgh Castle,
January 1 1 , 1525. Robert Kerr Hannay and Denys Hay
(ed.), The Letters of James V (Edinburgh: Her Majes
ty’s Stationary Office, 195*+) j p. 113. This is a
calendar of James V's letters. Cited hereafter as
The Letters of James V.
■^J. D. Marwick (ed.), Extracts from the Records
of the Burgh of Edinburgh. 1 528-1557 (Edinburgh:
Scottish Record Society. 1871). et passim.

9

15^ 2, the city fathers were forced to issue a regu
lation against the erection of pig-styes, middlings
or tar-barrels in the streets of the city, and such
offenders were given "...sixe dayes nix heirafter...."
to remove all such obstacles.

Edinburgh, on the

whole, was no worse than any other city in Sixteenth
Century Europe, and could, in fact, be proud of its
numerous buildings and churches.
The second largest city in Scotland, in 1525,
was St. Andrews to the northeast of Edinburgh.

This

city laid claim to the title of the most beautiful
city in the Isles, and with some justification.

One

visitor to the city, during the period, observed that
"...St. Andrews used to be one of the best towns in
Scotland...," but it "...had the disadvantage of two
drawbacks: neither its harbour nor its roads are
safe...."'*''

Situated as it was on the seashore, de

fense was a prime necessity, and Jean Beaugre realized
the futility of attempting to fortify such a city.

In

size it could be compared to Turin, and had within its1

1 ^Ibid.. p. 1 1 1 .
■LDJean Beaugre was a friend of Sieur d'Esse and
made a visitation of Scotland in 15^8 for military
reasons. Brown, p. 65.
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walls both a cathedral and a university.-*-7

In fact,

the richest man in Scotland resided in St. Andrews.
His wealth was the accumulation of years of endow
ments, and as Archbishop of St. Andrews, he fulfilled
the dual task of spiritual and lay lord.

The city

also had a number of beautiful buildings, including
a Dominican priory, an Augustinian priory attached to
the cathedral, and a convent of Franciscan Observants.
The rest of the cities in Scotland, but for
two exceptions, were small.

18

Their smallness does

not make them uninteresting, but their provincial
nature and primitive way of life does.

Among the ur

ban communities which deserve further mention are
Glasgow and Aberdeen.

The northernmost city in Six

teenth Century Scotland was Aberdeen.

It was an im

pressive city situated in the seashore region of Aber
deenshire.

In 15^8, Jean de Beaugre, a French visitor

to Scotland, observed that "...Aberdeen is a rich and
handsome town, inhabited by an excellent people, and1
8
7

17 Ibid.. p. 76.
l 8Ibid.. p. 77 .
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situated on the seashore.

It boasted also of a

cathedral and a university.

Aberdeen, although iso

lated in the Highlands, was not as primitive as
many of the Lowlands towns.
serves mention is Glasgow.

The other city that de
Glasgow was situated in

the western Lowlands on the river Clyde.

John Major,

a former principal of the University of Glasgow, dis
missed the city with the following sentence: "...there
is the city of Glasgow, the seat of an archbishopric,
and of a university poorly endowed, and not rich in
scholars."

20

Major, as a former professor at the

university, was in a position to know what he was
talking about.
In 1^25, three institutions of higher
learning existed in Scotland.

It is rather amazing

that this tiny insular country, poor and primitive
as it was, could afford to support three such schools.
The English, during this same period, had only two
similar institutions, Oxford and Cambridge, but both
were of a superior nature academically and endowmentwise.

These three institutions of higher learning*
0
2

-*-9lbid.. p. 66.

20

'Major, p. 28.
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were situated at St. Andrews, Glasgow and Aberdeen,
and were founded respectively in 1 ^1 1 , l*+50 and l^M-.
According to one French observer of the time "...the
Scotch who apply themselves to letters, become good
P]
philosophers and authors.... ,,c~~ There were examples
of such men throughout Europe - not numerous, but re
presentative of what the Scot could do.
The University of St. Andrews was the best
of the universities in Scotland.

There were, during

1525, sixty-four individuals graduated from the uni
versity, and the whole Augustinian Community of St.
pp

Andrews matriculated into the university.^

The

average age at which one entered upon an academic
career in a Scottish university was fifteen, which
followed the pattern set by the University of Paris.
The curriculum of St. Andrews, for instance, con
sisted of a four year program "...the degree of2
p"1

22

This was Perlin's observation.

Brown p. 77.

In comparison to the German universities of
this period St. Andrews had more graduates. Between
1521 and 1525? St. Andrews graduated one hundred and
seventy-four, while Erfurt graduated ninety-five, and
Heidelberg graduated one hundred and forty-six. The
University of Ingolstadt had one hundred and eightyfour graduates, and Wittemburg had three hundred and
seventy-nine. St. Andrews, considering the population
of the country, was holding her own.

13
bachelor of arts being obtainable about the end of
the second year, and the master of arts degree at the
end of the fourth."23

The University of St. Andrews,

as were Glasgow and Aberdeen, was patterned after
the University of Paris, and included in its com
position the office of rector and the nationes.

This

pattern, though, was only structural, for the Scottish
schools were below the standards of their European
mother.

These universities were good schools, but

not exceptional.

They provided for the Scot an edu

cation within the country which saved him going abroad,
but it did not provide an education comparable to that
of Paris or Orleans.

Therefore, the better scholars

of Scotland were sent abroad to find their education.
In the currents of the Renaissance and Refor
mation, Scotland was a stepchild.

The Renaissance

had come late to the Scottish moors, and when it came
it found little in the way of fertile soil, and died

^3James Maitland Anderson (ed.), Early Records of
the University of St. Andrews: The Graduation Roll.
1M-13-1578 and the Matriculation Roll. m 7 3-1579 tEdinburgh: Scottish History Society, 1926), pp. 115-117.
Cited hereafter as Early Records of the University of
St. Andrews.
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before it took hold.

When movements, such as the

Renaissance and the Reformation, arrived on the shores
of Scotland, it was not in the mellowing times of pros
perity, but under the most adverse circumstances.
Because of the lack of a good education with
in Scotland, the Scot was forced to travel to Europe
for his education.

There was, in the Sixteenth Cen

tury, a Scottish intelligensia composed of humanists
and reformers, but most of these men resided outside
of Scotland, and were Scots by birth, but not domicile.
Such an individual was John Major.

He had been born

in Scotland, but educated in England and France.

Upon

graduation from the College of St. Barbe in Paris,
he remained in France as part of the Scottish com
munity of Paris.

He taught, first, at St. Barbe,

and then later at the Montaigu College lecturing in
Theology.

It was only by sumptuous offers that he

was enticed back to Scotland.

Finally, in 1518,

after numerous such offers, Major returned and took
up the duties of Principal and Regent of the Univer
sity of Glasgow, but after four years at Glasgow, he
moved to St. Andrews.

Eventually, he became the Dean

of the Faculty of Theology, but in 1531} he decided
to return to France.

He used as his excuse the

15
troubled times in Scotland, but the call out of in
sular exile was too much for the intellectual talents
of men such as Major and his fellow Scots of similar

2b

background.

Education in Scotland, not unlike that in
England and Europe, was limited to the upper class
and those who were destined to the clerical state.
Elementary education was usually confined to the en
virons of a monastic institution, except where pub
lic schools had been erected by the city council or
chantries had been built by benevolent lords.

Major

had studied at the Franciscan Conventual Friary at
Haddington, the same institution which produced a
few years later the clerical candidate, John Knox.
It was a simple education which these friars
offered, but it was a foundation upon which an indi
vidual of talent could build.

It was not uncommon

for a youth of humble origin to be allowed, through
the benevolence of someone or of an order, to study
25
within the monastic school.
It was not a scholarship

^Major, et passim,

25Ma jor was such a youth. He was "...eager .to
learn, patient to study, fond of argument..." Major,
xxxii.
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in the modern sense of the word for some sort of ser
vice was expected in return - whether it was the hope
of a religious vocation or an employee.
These facilities for education were exclu
sively for boys, but a limited number of girls were
offered a domestic education within the convents of
Scotland.

Education for women was considered to be

the task of the home, and thus most institutions of
fering an education to young women were geared to
foundlings and orphans.

One such convent was the

Dominican convent of St. Catherine of Sienna in
Sciennes which offered a limited course in homemaking and the domestic arts.^

The Cistercian con

vents did not offer an education of this nature, and
what was offered was only for prospective applicants^
Although it can be said that in general, life
in the Lowlands differed little from England, and
from Europe but a trifle, this cannot be said of the

•-';iJames V to Clement VII, Holyrood, November 26,
Letters of James V. p. 232.
27
With the exception of the sisters of the house
of St. Katharine of Sienna in Edinburgh, it is hard to
find a Scottish nun, or even a prioress, who could sign
her own name. Gordon Donaldson, The Scottish Refor
mation (Cambridge: University Press, I960), p. 8.
1532.

17
border region or the Highlands.

In the north, edu

cation was non-existent except at Aberdeen.
northern Scot was still uncivilized.

The

In both the

Highlands and the border region, things were in a
chaotic state.

In 1528, the diocese of the Hebrides
28
had been vacant seventeen years.
Other benefices
within these areas, although filled, were without
pastors due to the non-residence of their appointees.
It would be many years before inroads were made
among these wild Highlanders.
The Church, in 1525? was utilized as a civi
lizing and organizing agency in these areas of extreme
lawlessness.

Probably enough has been said about the

quarrelsomeness and lawlessness of these people, but
it seems to have struck most of the visitors to Scot
land during this period.

Perlin observed that "...it

is to be noted that there are some savages in some of
the counties of Scotland, but that from day to day the
country strengthens and amends, and is in a daily state
29
of improvement."
Daily improvement, but nightly

28

James V to Clement VII, Edinburgh, November 1,
1529? Letters of James V . p. 162.
2^Brown, p. 79; also see Grant, p. 557.
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retrogression - these areas remained a thorn in the
side of the state for many a year to come.
The social and political history of Scotland,
though at first glance an uncomplicated story, is
both complex and chaotic.

The social organization

was a combination of Gaelic customs and Eleventh Cen
tury feudal ideas which in turn combined to form a
curiously static state in the form of Sixteenth Cen
tury Scottish society.

The absolute need of land as

a motivating factor in Scottish history made the con
trol of the land an absolute good.

The land "...was

the main source of national wealth; it supplied the
man-power upon which depended not only the political
power but the security of possessions and even of
30
life and limb."
The clan was the original Gaelic organization
of the land.

It was a concept of organic develop

ment which gives the onlooker the superficial idea
that it was an extremely efficient system.

It is

only after analyzing the system that one perceives
that it was a disorganized system for the holding of
the land.

This system lasted until the Norman Conquest

•^°Grant, p. 205.
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when the clan faded into the Highlands, and Norman
feudalism glossed over the system leaving a strong
family relationship among the Lowlanders.

In 1066,

"...Scotland became, to a very large extent, or
ganized upon the feudal system...," at least super31
ficially.
Kings such as Malcolm III, Alexander I
and David I accepted the system, and thus it was
easily assimilated into the Scottish way of life.
I. F. Grant writes that "...feudalization of Scot
land was by no means a simple process," but by the
Thirteenth Century, the feudal system had become
32
woven into the very fabric of Scotland.
Bat even
though the feudal system had become part of the Scot
tish scene, it was not the feudalism of England and
Europe, but rather an amalgamation of Gaelic and Nor
man principles within the framework of the ancient
family organization.
Although there were numerous weaknesses
which afflicted the Scottish political scene in the
Sixteenth Century, there were three major weaknesses
which predominated within the picture.

31Ibid.. p. 25.
32Ibid.. p. 38.

One of these

20
problems alone would have wrought havoc with a
country twice the size of Scotland, but Scotland
was plagued with all three problems which combined
to produce disorder and poverty.
The first problem which affected the Scottish
political and social scene was the inveterate hos
tility between England and Scotland.

Between 1377

and 1550, open war between the two countries was al
most continuous.

When there was not actual fighting,

there were generally only precarious truces.

Be

tween I 36O and 1502, there was no peace, formal or
otherwise, made between the two neighbors.**

The

psychological factor must have been overwhelming for
the Lowlanders who everyday saw ruin and fear spread
throughout the countryside by English troops.

This

naturally bred an insecurity, the precariousness of
the situation being brought home by the fact that
anywhere one traveled he came upon charred ruins.
The natural sadness of the Scottish landscape was
accentuated by these ruins which "...other nations

33 Ibid., p. 172

21
have...but Scotland's are strangely associated with
oL.
defeat and disaster."-''
Geographically, Scotland was at a great dis
advantage with England.

Edinburgh, her capital, and

the Lothians, her richest corn region, were both
within striking distance from the English border.
It took very little planning for a small number of
troops to make renegade attacks on corn fields, or
monastic institutions.

The Franciscan Conventuals

had seven houses in Scotland, and all but one, the
Dundee house, were situated in the Lowlands, and had
been damaged or destroyed by such attacks. ^

Other

monastic institutions could repeat the same story,
as could cities and towns throughout the whole
region.
Another weakness which faced the country in
the Sixteenth Century was "...the singular fatality
that attended her k i n g s . . . . B e t w e e n 1^07 and 1528,

Wallace Notestein, The Scot in History: A Study
of the Interplay of Character and History (New Haven;
Yale University Press, 19^), xvi.
35william Moir Bryce (ed.), The Scottish Grey Friars
(Edinburgh: Sands and Co., n.d.;, II, 109, 172.
36
Grant, p. 173.
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there were no less than sixty years of minority.

If

Scotland even in peaceful times with a competent and
wise ruler was an unmanageable country, what then
would happen under such minority years.

The Kingdom

of France found under the Capetians strength in the
longevity of their kings; Scotland found only weak
ness in her short-lived monarchs.
The third weakness of Scotland was the undue
power of the nobles and their families.

This diffi

culty more than any other was responsible for the
painful weakness of the country.

The original family

land grants of the eleventh and twelfth centuries had
created great blocks of power.

In Scotland, as in

all feudal kingdoms, "...all this power represented
an enormous local prestige."3 '

Families such as the

Gordons, Hamiltons, Campbells, Kennedys, and Duries
controlled more of the land, than the royal house of
Stewart did, and, therefore, commanded the respect
of the king if he was to accomplish his ends with
their help.
The feudal system in Scotland was completely
ineffectual in the maintaining of law and order.

37Ibid.. p. 175 .
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The nobility, through their landed power, were able
to rule within their given areas, but did not assert
themselves to any type of general law and order.

In

the Sixteenth Century, "...constant fighting and
highhanded actions were everyday affairs in the Low
lands - churchmen fought hand-to-hand in Glasgow
Cathedral; in the streets of Edinburgh there were
numerous tuilzies and brawls."-'"1 This was in the
Lowlands, and not the Highlands where these events
could, and would, have been multiplied ad infinitum.
The inadequacy of the revenues of the
crown, another problem, is an important clue to the
complicated and anarchic course of internal Scottish
politics.

Feudalism, as a system of national or

ganization, was built on the holding of land.
Largely because of the importance of land, the his
tory of the country, the relations of the crown, the
Church, and the nobility were profoundly affected by
the question of its actual possession.
crown was poverty stricken.

In 1525? the

James V, on attaining

his majority, was "...indeed a desperately poor man."8;)

38Ibid.. p. 188.
8^Ibid.. p. 218.
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The crown revenues had failed to keep up with the
expansion of monarchical duties, and the King was
becoming relatively poorer and poorer.

Other than

land and the small burgh customs collected from the
cities, there was only one source of wealth yet un
tapped - the Church and her property.

Starting in

1525} the eyes of the crown were covetously cast
upon the property of the Church.

Since the Church

was in no condition to oppose any demands placed
upon her, the crown was to be successful in its
demands for more privileges from the ecclesiastical
body of Scotland.
From the domestic situation to Scottish
foreign policy, we can now turn our attention.
Generally, in 1525} Scottish foreign policy was satis
factory for its purpose.

Scottish relations with

France were excellent due to the proposed marriage
of James with Mary of Guise, the sister of the Duke
of Lorraine, and cousin of the King of France.

Re

lations with Rome and the Holy Roman Empire were also
without incident.

Being a small insular kingdom,

Scotland was looked upon not as an important ally,
but rather as a small but unimportant friend.

25
Thus, in 1525? Scotland was a country full of
chaos and poverty.

Plagues, internal feuds, border

wars - all were part of her everyday life.

In a

country so full of problems, it is no wonder to find
primitiveness and lawlessness.

It is only remarkable

that the Scots had been able to progress as far as
they had by 1525? for the road had been a hard one,
and the trip was far from finished.
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CHAPTER II
THE ISOLATED CHURCH
The Sixteenth Century was an era of religious
revolution.

During the early years of that century,

Lutheranism was born out of a Platonic-Augustinian
re-interpretation of scriptural theology, and within
a few years, grew into the established religion of
Scandanavia and much of the Germanies.

It is im

possible for the twentieth-century writer to recreate
the impact of this dissenting revolution upon the
populace of Europe.

From the time of the Primitive

Church, above all secular authority, whether burgh,
country or empire, there had loomed the Roman Church.
It was a supra-national organization, as well as a
supernatural body.

The Roman Catholic Church not

only controlled the religious environment of Europe,
but was also the wealthiest and largest suzerainty
in the European community.

The Church, although a

divine institution, was by her earthly nature com
posed of human beings.

It is this latter element

which will concern us in this chapter.
In 1225, a papal bull was issued by Pope
Honorius II which gave the Scottish Church permission
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to meet in council under immediate apostolic
authority, but without the presence of a papal
legate, although as of yet, they had no metropoli
tan to summon or preside over them.

This papal bull

was part of the religious change begun under Malcolm
Canmore and his wife, St. Margaret of Scotland, which
was completed by their sons, and which in turn trans
formed "...the Ecclesias of Scoticana of the eleventh
century, the isolated church of Celtic Scotia beyond
the Forth, into the all but fully equipped Church of
Scotland, to which as to an undisputable branch of
the Catholic Church the bull of Pope Honorius III
was addressed.
Following this religious change in the
Twelfth and Thirteenth Centuries, there was estab
lished a large patrimony for the Scottish Church.
Since the first religious establishments in Scotland
were monastic rather than parochial institutions,
this patrimony consisted of land, land more valuable
than gold or silver in an insular economy such as

■^David Patrick, Statutes of the Scottish Church.
1225-1559 (Edinburgh: Scottish History Society, 1907),
ix. Cited hereafter as Statutes of the Scottish
Church.
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Scotland's.

2

Previous to 1070, there had been Cel

tic monastic institutions, but these Irish endeavours
proved unsuccessful.

Thus, in 1070, the Benedictines,

by invitation of Queen Margaret, founded the Abbey of
Dunfermline in the Lowlands.

With this foundation,

the Church started to amass a large, and at times
cumbersome, fortune.

Within the next few centuries,

almost every European religious order came to the
shores of Scotland, and except in the case of the
Bonshommes, established permanent homes.

In the fol

lowing table, we see that most of the foundations
were early in the Twelfth and Thirteenth Centuries,
and that after the initial fervor of the early Scot
tish Christian kings, and their more than charitable
wives, only the mendicant orders were added.
p

One such grant is seen in the Charter of the
Augustinian Abbey of Inchcolm (Emonia). The Charter was
issued in 1162 and decreed that Gregory, Bishop of Dunkeld, surrenders to Inchcolm those lands of which, by
command of David I, he had had custody for the canons,
and all rights which they have in the church of Rosyth,
granting them also the tenth of his kain on this side
of Irenside, of grain, cheese and malt and of all his
please, and a tenth of all his victual in the island
and of all his victual bought there. And this is just
one such charter. D. E. Easson and Angus MacDonald
(eds.), Charters of the Abbey of Inchcolm (Edinburgh:
Scottish History Society, 193$), P« !•
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TABLE I3
MONASTIC FOUNDATIONS IN SCOTLAND
Order

Number of Houses

Benedictines
Cluniacs
Tironese Benedictines
Cistercians
Carthusians
Augustinian Canons
Premonstratensians
Trinitarians
Dominicans
Franciscans
(Conv. and Observ.)
Carmelites
Cistercian Nuns
Other Nuns

Foundations

5
2
5
11
l
17
6
5
13
15

1070-1230
1163-121^
1128-1191
1136-1273

8
7

1262-1520
1150-12^1
1208-1517

lb29
1120-12^9
1150-1225
1250-1335
1230-1521
1232-1505

These patrimonial endowments concern us, not
as signs of religious fervor on the part of the royal
family and the nobility, but rather as extensive
secular holdings.

These endowments put the religious

institutions on a competitive basis with other secular
holdings.

One of the earliest Cistercian monastic

developments, the Abbey of Newbattle opened one of
the first coal mines in Scotland and the Abbey of
Culross had one hundred and seventy ships engaged in

3D. E. Easson, Medieval Religious Houses; Scot
land (London: Longmans, Green, and Co.. 1957). et
passim. This work is a statistical survey of the
Scottish monastic system, and documents are often
included.
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transporting abroad the monastery’s products, which
if
included large amounts of salt and coal.
Noble families could justly cast envious
eyes upon these religious institutions.

In fact,

there is little doubt that as compared to England
"...Scotland probably made larger benefactions to
the Church in proportion to her total wealth and
c
area of arable land."'' Therefore, from the very be
ginning, Scotland found itself plagued with an over
endowed monastic system.

The generosity of David I,

the "sair sanct," alone would have been phenomenal,
but his generosity was multiplied over and over
g
again.
These bequests, repeated as they were, in
creased the wealth of the Church out of proportion
to that of the state.
It was not just the monastic institutions
which were heavily endowed, but the secular and
k

Louis Lekai, S.O.Cist., The White Monks: A His
tory of the Cistercian Order (Okauchee, Wisconsin:
Cistercian Father’s Press, 1953)j p. 221.
'’Grant, p. 36.
°David I endowed two Benedictine Abbeys, three re
formed Tironese Benedictine houses, four Cistercian com
munities, three Augustinian priories, and two Cistercian
convents. A phenomenal grant for an insular kingdom
such as Scotland. Major, p. 135.
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parochial establishments as well.

The total revenues

of the Scottish Church, in the Sixteenth Century, has
been calculated at 327,73*+ pounds.

When we recall

that the number of religious in Scotland, including
both sexes, amounted to at least three thousand, and
that from the above sum had to be provided the main
tenance of buildings and relief of the poor and
afflicted, it is seen that the average incomes of
7
the clergy must have been far from excessive.
But
it was the lump sum which the nobility envied, and
not the singular portions.
But because of the poverty of the land, the
unscrupulous and needy barons of Scotland looked more
and more to the Church and her property in the Six
teenth Century.

Since the need for money was so

great, why did David I, and his successors, endow
the Church so heavily?

The answer is twofold.

First,

David was an "...eyewitness of the piety in its
primitive fervor, and inasmuch as the abbots of those
days made a religious use of their wealth, so did he

7

This is calculated according to the value of
money at the time. Alphons Bellescheim, History of the
Catholic Church in Scotland (Edinburgh: William Black
wood and Sons, 1$87), II, 312.
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imagine that it would be forever." '1 Secondly, the
Roman Catholic Church was the bulwark of civili
zation throughout Europe.

Her enlightened ways

were needed to educate and instill some sort of
civilizing influence into the Scots as well as to
enforce the law and royal prerogative. '"Therefore,
the early Christian kings in endowing the Church
were in fact ensuring the future of the kingdom of
Scotland.
Although landed wealth was one of the
major problems which confronted the Church in the
Sixteenth Century, another problem was that of hope
less isolation from papal control.

In this problem,

Scotland did not stand alone, she shared this diffi
culty with areas such as Scandanavia and upper Ger
many.

A papal visitation, by an authorized papal

nuncio, was extremely rare.

Even when nuncio's did

attempt a visitation, it was not always successful.
In 1531j for instance, Silvester ^arius, acting as
representative of Clement VII, refused to enter
Scotland from England for "...fear of armed men,

^Major, p. 1 3 6 .
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reported to be at large in the border of Scot
land...."^

Eventually, he did enter the country,

but only after a wait of two months.
With these two problems, landed wealth and
isolation, in mind, we can now proceed to the pro
blem of the condition of the Church in 1525.

With

out too much exaggeration, it can be said that the
Church in Scotland was no worse, yet no better, than
any other branch of the Catholic Church, with the
exception of Spain, in the Sixteenth Century.

It

was just that Scotland's problems were all aggra
vated by numerous difficulties.

If we look at the

Scottish Church in 1525} we find the same abuses
as on the continent - nepotism, lack of education,
unfit ecclesiastical leaders, immorality, and run
down religious buildings.
In a country so small and thinly populated
as Scotland, the problem of nepotism was enlarged.
"The kin" had always been a potent element in
Scottish life.

Naturally, there was a strong desire

to keep benefices within the family, and especially

^James V to Silvester Darius, Nuncio, Holyrood,
January 25, 1531* Letters of James V, p. 206.

3^
if the benefices were rich.

Quintin Kennedy suc

ceeded his brother to the vicarage of Penpont, and
then his uncle in the Abbey of Crossraguel."^0 Arch
bishop Beaton established both his nephews into
lucrative posts - Andrew Durie as Abbot of Melrose
and George Durie as Abbot of Dunfermline.11

Often

vicarages did remain in the same family passing from
father to son, but this abuse was too conspicuous in
the higher strata of ecclesiastical office hawking.
Illegitimate children had to be placed into offices
other than their fathers, and this proved difficult.
Often one had to compete with the king himself.
James IV, in l*+97, made his brother Archbishop of St.
Andrews; and his illegitimate son, who was still a
minor, was named his successor in case of death.
His other illegitimate son was made abbot of Dun
fermline; while three benefices were conferred upon
James's secretary, and his treasurer was first pro-1
0

10David Laing (ed.), Wodrow Society Miscellany
(No. ^9). (Edinburgh, 18W ) , p. 89. This is a collection of Sixteenth Century Tracts.
11James G. Fotheringham, "Andrew and George
Durie," The Dictionary of National Biography, edited
by Leslie Stephen (Oxford: University Press, 1937),
VI, 258-60. Cited hereafter as the D.N.B.
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moted to the bishopric of Galloway and then made
12
Archbishop of Glasgow.
Hand in hand with nepotism went the abuse
of pluralism, or the holding of more than one bene
fice at a time.

Andrew Durie, a relative of the

Beaton family, held simultaneously the bishopric of
Galloway, the abbacy of Melrose, the abbacy of Tongland, and the deanery of the Royal Chapel of Stir13
ling.
Robert Reid held five benefices, including
the bishopric of Orkney, the abbacy of Kinloss, and
1*+
the priory of Beauly.
The amassing of such bene
fices sometimes was necessary in order to balance
one's budget.

Reid had to hold his benefices in

order to pay his expenses in his northern bishopric
and rebuild its cathedral, but he was an exception
to the rule.

In most cases, these benefices were

held for the money which could be put into the
holder's own pocket.*
3
1

■*■^1. A. Taylor, The Life of James IV (London:
Hutchinson and Co., 1913), p. 1^3 •
13
-^He needed these posts to support his dissolute
and profane life.
l*f
Easson, Medieval Religious
Religious.... pp. 65» 66,
171
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The in commendam system J helped to furnish
an outlet for the pluralist.

Such a man might hold

one office, and yet receive the benefits of six or
seven.

William Gordon was Bishop of Aberdeen, and

held in commendam the treasurership of the diocese
of Caithness, the rectory of Duthel, the chancellor
ship of Moray, the treasurership of Moray, and
many smaller posts.
A bishopric could not be granted in commendam
as an abbey might, but bishops might appoint auxil
iaries to do their work.

In Scotland, there were,

in the Sixteenth Century, two metropolitan arch
bishoprics with ten suffragan bishoprics attached.
The Archbishop of St. Andrews was the Primate of All
Scotland, and could also act as legate
representative of the pope.

a latare. or

Under the Archbishop

^In Commendam (Latin, given in trust). The com
mon historical meaning of the phrase is with reference
to abbeys and other religious houses of which the re
venues were granted to an ecclesiastic not a member of
the order concerned, or to a layman, for his own use,
another person being appointed acting superior.
Donald Attwater, A Catholic Dictionary (New York: The
Macmillan Company, 19^), p. 263.
16
Mackenzie E. C. Walcott, Scoti-Monasticon: The
Ancient Church of Scotland (London: Virtue and Co.,
1871*). et" passim. “ W
is a history with documents.
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were eight bishoprics, from south to north: Dun
blane, Dunkeld, Brechin, Aberdeen, Moray, Ross,
Caithness, and Insulae Hebridae. or the Isles, a
conglomerate of uncivilized islands off the coast
of western Scotland.

17

Only two of these dioceses

were situated in the Lowlands, while the other six
were in the Highlands or the Isles, in fact, Caith
ness had once belonged to the Danish throne.

In

this area, the Roman Church was still fighting for
equal footing with the pagan gods of the Celts, and
any talk of a counter-reformation was out of the
question.
The second metropolitan see was that of
Glasgow, which had two dioceses attached to its
jurisdiction.

Although Glasgow was situated in the

Lowlands, its suffragans were not.

Galloway, or

Whithorn, ambiguously situated between England and
Scotland, was a border area diocese and just as wild
as the Highlands, while Argyle, or Lismore, was in
little better an area.

Lismore was so poor that in

1507 when the Cathedral roof fell in, it became
necessary to dispossess the few remaining monks of

17

Refer to map in Appendix I.

the abbey of Saddell so that the Abbey Church might
18
be converted into a cathedral for the diocese.
In 1525, two of the twelve Scottish sees,
Lismore and Bunblane, were vacant.

Lismore was

vacant because the funds were so poor no one wanted
the post.
country.
ceived.

Rome took a great deal of money out of th
One had to pay for the post which he re
This led to many difficulties, one such

example was Patrick Graham, the first Archbishop of
St. Andrews:
As soon as he was translated from Brechin
to St. Andrews, in l*+65j he paid 3300 golden
florins, and was to pay more, to Rome,
ratione translationis. Six hundred golden
florins were paid, and yet more were pro
mised by Graham, as Commendator of Paisley,
in January llf66. In l*+73 the papal records
show Graham still paying, as Commendator of
Arbroath. This was in December: the Bardi
were his bankers, and we find him threatened
with excommunication by Paul II for lack of
punctuality in transmitting money.1 '
Dioceses such as Lismore and the Hebrides were too
poor to excite the interest of Scottish courtiers,
and had too be filled by religious who could depend
on their communities for support.

18

Easson, Medieval Religious.... p. 67*

Andrew Lang, A History of Scotland from the
Roman Occupation (Edinburgh: William Blackwood and
Sons, 1908), I, if27.
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In 1525, the episcopacy was filled with men
of a fair quality, but not religiously inclined.
James Beaton, for instance, had a good career in
the church.

On graduating from the University of

St. Andrews in 1^93? he was appointed provost of
the Collegiate Church of Bothwell.^®

Following

this appointment, he rose rapidly in ecclesiastical
circles.

Successively, he held the post of prior

of Whithorn, abbot of Dunfermline, abbot of Kilwin
ning, abbot of Arbroath, bishop of Whithorn, arch
bishop of Glasgow, and finally archbishop of St.
Andrews.

All these appointments were given out in
21
a period of nineteen years (1503-1522).
While following this ecclesiastical career,

Beaton also pursued a simultaneous secular career,
matching his ecclesiastical one in rapidity, with
such posts as Lord Treasurer and Chancellor of Scot
land.

Although he was educated and does not seem to

have fallen into immorality, Beaton was not a
zealous individual.

His political career seems to

have superseded his religious one.

2°Early Records of the University of St. Andrews.

p. 80.
21
18-19

Margaret MacArthur, "James Beaton." D.N.B.. II.

*+0
The same type of synopsis can be run on
everyone of the bishops of the period, and with
the same conclusion.

The Dunbars, Gavin, the elder,

of Aberdeen, and Gavin, the younger, of Glasgow,
were industrious bishops, but not leaders.

Gavin,

the elder, as bishop of Aberdeen, concentrated his
efforts on the completion of the University of
Aberdeen, and endowed two chaplaincies at the
Cathedral of Moray and a hospital in Old Aberdeen.
But no concrete effort was made on his part to stem
the tide of Protestantism, except that he wrote a
small tract entitled "Contra Heretics Germanos."
In all, the bishops were not exceptionally evil,
but rather concerned with secular matters and not
22
religious.
Although the bishop of a diocese and his
officers might hold a number of lucrative posts
simultaneously, his lower clergy were not always so
fortunate.
wage.

2"\

In 1525? few vicars earned a living

This underpayment of the parish clergy led

to many of the conspicuous evils of the times.

22

Gordon Donaldson, "The Scottish Episcopate at
the Reformation,' The English Historical Review. LX
(

19^ 5) , 3^ 9- 6^ .

^ D o n a ldson,

The Scottish Reformation, p. 12.

Pluralism, nepotism, and in commendam were, for the
most part, the evils of the higher clergy, while the
lower clergy had to contend with their problem's in'stheir
own way.

The statutes of the Scottish Church suggest

that the parish priest should stand at the altarrail withholding the sacrament until he received his
Easter offering.

2b

Such an action certainly would

not endear his parishoners to him.

But poverty had

more subtle effects on the intellectual and moral
standards of the parish clergy.
Illiteracy was one of the main evils which
afflicted the parish clergy of Sixteenth Century
Scotland.

When in 15^9? a provincial council was

finally convened, it immediately called the attending
fathers' attention to "...the crass ignorance of
literature and of all the liberal arts..." which
was responsible for the present condition of the
25
Scottish Church.
Later in 1552, when a vernacular
catechism was issued, the priests were warned to
p) i

'TStatutes of the Scottish Church, pp. b2 , 185.

2 ^I b i d . . p . 8*+

read it over carefully before attempting to read it
publicly.^

Such an admonition was not intended for

a literate clerical body.
Gordon Donaldson best summarizes the moral
position of the clergy when he states:
A direct connection between the poverty of
the vicars and their moral standards may
be less immediately obvious, but it is
likely that their poor educational level
itself meant that they would be likewise
men of poor ideals who would seek re
laxation in carnal pursuits rather than
intellectual pursuits.
In 15^9j the provincial council complained of the
"profane lewdness of life" of the parish clergy,
and tried to remedy the situation by preventive
laws.
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Hay Fleming, an early twentieth-century

historian, calendared the hundreds of legitimations
of clerical offsprings down to 1559, between 1548-56,
for example, the legitimations of the offspring of*
2

26Ibid..

p.

146.
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Donaldson,

The

Scottish

R e f o r m a t i o n , p.

1 5.

2 ^The P r o v i n c i a l C o u n c i l of 1549 e n f o r c e d the
d e c r e e of the C o u n c i l of Basle De C o n c u b i n a r i u s
w h i c h i n e ffect f o r b a d e tne i n c o n t i n e n c e of c h u r c h 
men.
S t a t u t e s o f t h e S c o t t i s h C h u r c h , p p. 8 9 , 9 2.

^3
priests stand to those of laymen in the ratio of 2 :5.
That is in a population of 3j000 clerics to 900,000
CO
laymen.'
The monastic life of Sixteenth Century Scot
land was on a pitifully low scale, but then it was
throughout most of Europe.

Since the education of

the monks was taken care of within the monastic en
virons, there were no records kept.

A few monks

traveled to St. Andrews, but their numbers were

The greatest problem which faced the regular
clergy was that of the in commendam system.

By the

Sixteenth Century, the crown had come to rely upon
this system for augmenting royal resources.

Abbeys

were given to royal secretaries, and even the ille
gitimate children of the king.^

John Major observed:

By open flattery do the worthless sons of
our nobility get the governance of convents
in commendam - the wealth of these

2 Q

7Hay Fleming, Reforming Scotland
Doran, 1910), Appendix B.

(London:

^°Early Records of the University of St. Andrews.
p. 205, 208.
3-*-James IV gave Dunfermline to one of his bastards
while James V gave four monasteries out to three of his
illegitimate boys. James V to Clement VII, Stirling
Castle, February 27, 1532. Letters of James V, p. 235*

foundations is set before them like a mark
before a poor bowman - and they covet these
ample revenues, not for the good help that
they thence might render their bretheran,
but for the high position that these places
offer, that they might have the direction
of them and out of thenumay have the chance
to fill their pockets.-3^
It was seldom that such an appointee turned out ad
vantageously for the house concerned.

In general,

these men seldom visited their houses, and left in
command men who would further their aims.

Thus,

monastic institutions fell into disrepair, and often
the monks had to leave their abbey because the in
commendam ruler would not spend the money necessary
for repair.

Many of the monastic institutions be

came personal properties of nobles - the Kennedys
held the Cluniac Abbey of Crossraguel, while the
Campbells held the Cistercian house of Coupar Angus.
Any dream of wholesale reform was impossible for the
entrenched nobles, and even the King who relied on
the resources of the church would not allow it.
The Scottish friaries, on the other hand,
belonged to a different phase of the Scottish re
ligious life.

The mendicant orders, founded at a

later date, were, for the most part, in a fairly
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Major, p. 137.

healthy state.

In fact, throughout the first part

of the Sixteenth Century, they were still receiving
endowments.^3

The best of the friars were the Fran

ciscan Observants, the most recent of order to come
to Scotland.

They were known for their preaching,

and were conspicuous for their faithfulness to Rome,
^heir morals, and their education, were high, and
Hay Fleming could not find a single legitimation of
3*+
child of a friar.
It is very difficult for one to say much
on the nunneries of Scotland, for they were, for
the most part, illiterate and left no records.
With the exception of the Sisters of St. Catherine
of Sienna near Edinburgh, the nuns of Scotland were
known for their immorality.

The breakdown in dis

cipline was complete by the beginning of the Six
teenth Century.

The Cistercians had the largest

number of convents in Scotland, and the worst repu
tation.

John Major, commenting upon the discipline

which a convent should have, said that "...they

^ T h e friars were also most active in fighting
heresy, and fact which did not win them the love of
John Knox. Bryce, I, l 8*f.
^Donaldson, The Scottish Reformation, p. 10.
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should not have the power to go beyond Its walls or
associate with men."35

Major, himself from Hadding

ton, had been raised near the convent of North Ber
wick which he criticized by saying that "...I would
give this kindly counsel by the way to the sisters
whose lives are spent in my old neighborhood.
The only convent which escaped condemnation
was the Convent of St. Catherine, a Dominican sister
hood, near Edinburgh.

James V wrote that they kept

"...rigidly within their cloisters and led a life
37
full of holiness...."
Eventually, they were given
the proceeds of the hospital of St. Laurence, the
martyr, near Haddington, and the convent was placed
under royal patronage.

The only other convent of

merit was that of the Sisters of St. Martha of the
Third Order of St. Francis, a nursing order, which
had only four nuns, and which when the convent was
closed "...the four sisters...required the assistance of a notary to guide their hands at the pen . . . . " 0

^^Major, p. 177 .

36Ibid.. p. 179 .
37James V to Clement VII, Holyrood, November 26,
1532.

Letters of James V, p. 232.
38 Bryce, II, 395

The religious buildings themselves deserve
some mention.

In 1525, the buildings of many of the

institutions had begun to fall down, and that is
literally.

The cathedral of Lismore had fallen down

in 1507, and the priory of Beauly was in a bad con
dition already in 1520.

Many of the houses in the

Lowlands had been burnt at one time or another by
the English troops, and, thus, these also needed re
pairs.

In 1555, the dean of the guild, James Car

michael, declared that the Gable window in St. Giles'
Kirk of Edinburgh was liable to fall d o w n .39

Such

repairs cost money, money not willing to be spent
by an in commendam ruler or even by an abbot who
really did not care about his community.

The Scottish

Church had been built in the Twelfth and Thirteenth
Centuries, and was now ready for both physical and
spiritual repair.
The Scottish Church, in 1525, was not really
any worse than in any other European country, but it
was complicated by the numerous diverse problems in
digent to Scotland.

Scotland had immorality among

The petition had been placed before the council
"diers and sundry times" and now feared the window
might destroy the altar of Sanct Diones. Marwick,
p. 220.
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her clergy and nuns, she had pluralism and nepotism,
but she also had a land problem and was hopelessly
isolated from papal authority.

With these all com

bined, her problem became singularly Scottish.

It

was not an easy situation to find an answer for, but
one had to be found.

In 1525? the Scottish situation

was at a turning point, she could turn either way toward Catholicism or against it.

The Church was

unreformed, but then so was most of the Catholic
Church.

If a move toward reform was to come, it had

to come within the next two decades, or not at all.
This was the situation when James V started his
majority.

CHAPTER III
THE JACOBEAN REFORMS
The words "ecclesiastical reform," by their
very nature escape precise definition.

Ecclesias

tical reform can only be defined, if an attempt at
an all-inclusive definition is made, as a process
of renewal.

Reform will naturally vary from century

to century and from problem to problem.

In the Six

teenth Century, Roman Catholic Reform, or as it was
later styled, the "counter-reformation," was an
attempt at renewal within the structure of the
existing Church.1

The movement actually started in

the Fifteenth Century, and came to a full reali
zation in the Sixteenth Century.

The Catholic Re

formation was not wholly a counter-offensive against
Protestantism, for Catholic reform had been carried
on prior to the rise of Lutheranism.

It had been

undertaken "...in obedience to demands and prin
ciples that are part of the unalterable tradition

1George V. Jourdan, The Movement towards
Catholic Reform in the Early XVI Century TLo ndon:
John Murray, 191^), xii.

5o
of the Church and proceed from her most fundamental
2
loyalties."
While an indigenous movement, it
relied partially on outside stimulii for impetus,
but not for its origination.

In the Fifteenth Cen

tury, every conscientious Catholic was cognizant of
the necessity for reform.

By the advent of Luther's

revolt, the Catholic Church had been carrying out,
or planning, a number of programs for the revivifi
cation of the ecclesiastical body.

Previous to

1525, not unlike the rest of Europe, Scotland had
remained untouched by the spirit of reform, except
for a number of personal attempts at reform on the
part of bishops and abbots.
Being on the perimeter of the European com
munity, Scotland remained outside the general move
ments of the period, participating, if at all, only
in the last waves of such movements.

Both the Renais

sance and the Reformation came to Scotland late, but
came nevertheless.

The decrees of the Council of

Basle, for instance, were not incorporated into the

"Henri Daniel-Rops, The Catholic Reformation
(London: J. M. Dent and Sons, Ltd., 1962), p. 1.
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Scottish ecclesiastical statutes until a hundred
3
years after their approbation.
Catholic reform in Scotland received its
first impetus from the Parliament.

It was orien

tated toward political solidarity, rather than papal
reform.

In this respect, Scotland did not differ from

her European counterparts.

In July of 1525> Par

liament met at Edinburgh and adopted a law against
the Lutherans.

The law itself was an attempt to

maintain the status quo, and in this respect, it
was successful.

The purpose of the act was to root

out Lutheranism from the Scottish Countryside, and
alert the Scottish clergy to the situation.

If the

act did not deal a death blow to the heresy, it did
forestall its progress.

b

There had been heresy in Scotland before
Lutheranism.

Lollardism, the heresy of WycliffeI
,

3The Provincial Council of l5*+9 incorporated
the statutes of the Council of Basle (lM*9) into the
Scottish Ecclesiastical law. Statutes of the Scot
tish Church, p. 89.
^Thomas Thomson and Cosmos Innes (ed.), Acts
of the Parliaments. 112*4-1707 (Edinburgh, 181M-),
II, 295. Cited hereafter as Acts of the Parliaments.
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and Hus, had preceded it.

5

Up to the beginning of

the Fifteenth Century, Scotland had been free from
heresy.

In 1^07, this immunity ceased.

Lollardism

in Scotland was led by James Resby, an English
priest, and Paul Crawar, a Bohemian propagandist,
who were put to death for their heresy.

6

With

these executions, Lollardism did not die, but rather
seemed to gain in force.

For by 1^-9*+, during the

reign of James IV, there was a fresh group of pro
ceedings against the Lollards.

The new outbreak

came within the deaneries of Kyle and Cunningham,
under the jurisdiction of the archdiocese of Glas
gow, the future stronghold of Calvinism.

Thirty

persons, including several women, were brought to
trial, and the result was nothing more than a cur
sory chastisement of the defendants.

They were in

structed to remain faithful to the Church, and to
watch out for the new doctrines.
seemed to be doing quite well.

The latter they
Thus, it was not

c
'The Lollards believed: that "dominion is
founded in grace," eucharistic companation, the suf
ficiency of the Scriptures as a rule of life, the
importance of preaching over the Mass and sacraments,
and that the Holy See has no primacy of Jurisdiction.
Attwater, p. 561.
They were burned respectively in l ^ ^ and 1^33 •
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until 1525 that any sort of attempt was made to root
out heresy, and by that time, it was almost too late.
It is noteworthy that although nothing was
done to move against heresy during the minority of
James, on his accession to his majority the first
act passed by Parliament was against the Lutherans.
Although there were numerous other problems which
faced the Church such as survival in the Highlands,
loss of property and life in the Lowlands, and the
lack of enthusiasm for reform from his clergy, James
realized that some action must be taken to stem the
tide of Lutheranism.
The half-heartedness with which these laws were
carried out is amazing.

It was two years before a

person was brought to trial for Lutheran beliefs.
Patrick Hamilton, a member of the Arran family, was
brought to trial in 1527.

He was, in his youth,

appointed to the post of titular abbot of Feme, and
after a while took to the continent for studies at
such places as Wittemberg and Marburg.
Melanchthon and Francis Lambert.

There he met

On returning to

Scotland, he was brought to trial for not believing
in "...Pilgrimage, Purgatory, prayer to the saints,

5^
7
and for the Dead, and such trifles...."

In 1527,

he was burnt at the stake for his beliefs, and,
thus, became the first martyr of the Lutheran
cause, but not the last.

His death brought the

Lutheran cause to the forefront, and with it the
cause gained strength.

8

Naturally, with heresy prevalent, the first
concern of the Pontiff on James’s coming to his
majority was where James stood with regard to the
Church.

It was in 1525) that James Criton, a Scot

tish Dominican, was despatched by Clement VII to
Scotland.

Criton was the man for the job, and he

proceeded right to his appointed task. 1 His duty
was to remind the young king of his obligation to
the Holy See, and to warn the monarch of the neces
sity to guard his kingdom against heresy.

The king

William Croft Dickinson (ed.), John Knox’s His
tory of the Reformation in Scotland (London: Thomas
Nelson and Sons, Ltd., 19H-9), II, 13.
g

In 1533) a Benedictine, a layman, and a priest
were tried by the Bishop of Boss for Lutheranism. In
1535) a Canon Regular, two Dominicans, one Franciscan,
and a layman also suffered death. Michael Barrett,
O.S.B., Sidelights in Scottish History (Edinburgh:
Sands and Co., 19lS), p. 8l.
o
'James Criton was a Scottish Dominican from the
diocese of Dunkeld, a member of the Papal household
and a good friend of James V.
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immediately replied to the Pope that assuredly
"...he would strive to follow his predecessors in
defending the Catholic faith and ecclesiastical
liberty."1^) James followed his act of faith in the
Holy See with a request for the continuation of the
"...ancient privileges of his crown...."11

James

was granted his request immediately, and from that
time, he was able to gather more and more eccles
iastical power into the hands of the Scottish mon
archy.
James, after his minority, seems to have
taken a great interest in the Church, and its refor
mation.

Why he did is not a complete mystery.

He

realized that the Church was a proven ally, and that
ter friendship might prove very useful.

And he also

seems piously bent towards the reform of the Church
as an instrument for the furthering of national
unity.

James was a Caesaro-papist.

His philosophy

of Church-State relations can be found in one of his
communications with the Holy See.

He held that

^James V to Clement VIII, Edinburgh, January 1,
1526-7. Letters of James V . p. 13!+.
11Ibid.
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Church revenues were the property of the State, and
that all benefices should be filled with "...trust
worthy persons, always in touch with affairs of the
state."

12

All James's reforms were geared within

this philosophy.

The episcopacy because of its

superior position in the ecclesiastical hierarchy
was filled with men especially close to the king,
while abbacies and priories were filled with men
who had served the king in some special way.

There

fore, James had to talk of reform only where it
would not upset the status quo.

In most cases,

this would mean monastic institutions.
From the very beginning of his majority,
James had to walk a tightrope.

He had to balance

between all-out reform of the existing religious
body, which would have been disastrous for the mon
archy since it depended on the ecclesiastical re
venues, and partial reform, which might be carried
out without too much trouble.

One of the first pro

blems of James's majority was the election of Donald
Campbell.

James had appointed Campbell, the son of

the second Earl of Argyll and his second cousin, to

1525.

James V to Clement VII, Holyrood, May
Letters of James V . p. 1 1 9 .

25,
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the post of Abbot of the Cistercian Abbey at Coupar
Angus.

The monks, in the meantime, had elected one

of their own members as abbot.

Although James sup

ported reform, he also realized that such a thwarting
of his own power might lead to complete anarchy in
the Church, and he insisted on his appointment being
fulfilled.

The monks, in appointing one of their

members as abbot, were not acting completely in the
spirit of reform, for by such an appointment, they
probably hoped to keep their monastic portions with
in the abbey.-"'
When James felt it was for the well-being of
the Church, he did allow monks of the order, or mon
astery, to be appointed as abbots.

In April of 1532,

he requested that Clement VII appoint Richard Abercrummy, a canon of the Abbey of Cambuskenneth, a
reformed Augustinian house, as Abbot of Inchcolm.

"One can only speculate whether a preoccupation
with the size of portions, the amount which each monk
was to receive from the monastic funds, led to such
actions - as the election of a community abbot and a
policy of restricting the number of monks entering
the order. In the two decades prior to 1560, the en
trant to a monastery paid a heavy premium. Robert
Richardson, Commentary on the Rule of St. Augustine
(Edinburgh: Scottish History Society, 1935)? p. 17m-.
Also refer to Donaldson, pp. *f-5.
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James's reasons for such an appointment were given
as "...that they should have a devout Augustinian
over them and no secular...," and that Ahercrummy
was a "...man specially distinguished for holiness
and zeal for the religious life and pursuit of
letters.

Such a move on the part of James shows

an interest in the monastic institutions and their
welfare.
James's interest was not confined to one
order, for in l 52*f, even before his accession to his
majority, he had concerned himself about the Scottish
Dominicans.

At that time, his friend, James Criton,

had been granted a benefice pension from the pope,
and James felt that such a pension was not in keeping
with the Dominican rule.

For "...the Scottish Domin

icans are so very strict, and so very rarely supported
|-

by the crumbs which fall from benefices...." J

James

seems to have a special fondness for mendicant orders,
and chose his confessor from the Observantine friars

I'L l

Easson, Charters of the Abbey of Inchcolm. p.

^.

2 3

1
152^.

■'James V to Clement VII, Edinburgh, September 15,
Letters of James V . p. 105*
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at Stirling.*'

In 1532, James even wrote his uncle,

Frederick of Prussia, in hope the latter would re
instate the Observantines who were "...poor and
1 O

irreproachable to a degree....""''

Since the mendi

cants had little in the way of property, the nobility
had little to gain from such orders, and, for the
most part, James was left free to work with the
friars as he saw fit.

He often utilized them for

court preaching, and against the heretics.
During the early years of his majority,
James made a notable number of appointments, and
most of them were men of poor quality.

Six of these

men collectively were responsible for fathering a1
7
6

16

In 1531, James wrote Clement that "...he had
always been anxious, as repeated letters to the pope
testify to do his best for the state of religious in
Scotland. The order of Friars Minor de Observantia
is especially distinguished in the eyes of men by
holiness and purity of life, and has been held in
great respect by his father and by himself. James
considers it his duty to defend in its ordinances and
statutes from malevolent attack and to do what he can
to invoke the aid of his holiness and other able to
help the friars. They fear lest persons creep in who
may disturb their peace." James V to Clement VII.
Stirling Castle, March 9, 1531• Ibid.. p. 213. Also
see Bryce, I, 7°.
17

'James V to Frederick I, Stirling Castle,
December 25, 1532. Letters of James V. p. 231.

60
total of twenty-four Illegitimate children.

The

reason for such nominations is not difficult to find.
James had to appoint men who were trustworthy, and
these men in most cases were nobles or the younger
sons of the nobility.

These men were loyal courtiers,

and although they used the Church to further their
careers, they were, for the most part
to the Church.

loyal, also,

But such cared little for reform of

the Church, and instead lived dissolute lives, but
even so they did one thing, they remained Catholic.
All James' appointments were not bad.

He

appointed Robert Reid as Abbot of Kinloss, the first
step of that ecclesiastic's splendid career in the
service of the Church.

James also started Quintin

Kennedy on his career as Abbot of Crossraguel.

But

these men were conscientious in spite of their
*1 R
' °These men were: John Hamilton, the bastard of
Arran, as Abbot of the Cluniac house of Paisley
(1525}; Patrick Hepburn, his secretary, as Abbot of
the Augustinian Abbey of Scone and Bishop of Moray
(1535); Andrew Durie, a cousin of the Beatons, as
Abbot of Melrose (l*+26); William Chisholm as Bishop
of Dunblane (1527); George Durie, the brother of
Andrew, as Abbot of Arbroath (1527); and Donald
Campbell as Abbot of Coupar Angus (1526). Their
standards of morality were set by their monarch,
James V, who had at least three bastards, and even
appointed them to ecclesiastical posts. All, but
Campbell, remained loyal to Roman Catholicism.
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appointments rather than because of them.

All of

the appointees were from the best families in Scot
land - Duries, Kennedys, Hepburns, Hamiltons, and so
forth.

James knew he needed the nobility, both for

political and religious solidarity, and he made
sure he kept in their good graces.
James knew that problems such as nepotism
and pluralism were almost impossible to cope with in
Scotland, and, therefore, moved in other directions.
His first monarchial reforms were aimed toward the
rejuvenation of Scottish Church property.

Since

most of the Scottish monastic institutions had been
founded in the Twelfth and Thirteenth Centuries, the
buildings were now in a state of disrepair.

Real

izing the need for such reform, James moved by
initiating amalgamations where necessary.

In 1529*

he informed the pope that the southern house of the
Premonstratensian Canons of "...Tongland is in a
ruinous state and lying in waste, though the reve19
nue is not contemptible and a few monks remain."
The remedy, which James put into effect, was the1
9

19

7By 1537* there was a subprior and ten monks
residing at Tongland. James V to Cardinal Peter, of
Ancona, Edinburgh, October 27* 1529* Letters of
James V . p. 162.
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annexation of this abbey to the Bishopric of Whithorn
and the Chapel of Stirling.

20

Such an action allowed

the bishop of the diocese "...an eye to repairs and
21
to the monks."
At Beauly, a Highland Cistercian
priory, the situation was much the same for the
"...fruits of the house were small....

The sit

uation here was so bad that an Augustinian had been
put in charge because no Cistercian could be found
to fill the post.

Therefore, James solved the pro

blem by placing the priory under the jurisdiction
of the Abbey of Kinloss, for "...Beauly will be better
served by one who bears the habit and follows the
2^
rule." ~ Such amalgamations were necessary, and
James did a work of untold good in initiating them.
Other problems which James attempted to
remedy were connected with the annates, or the pay
ment of money for the given ecclesiastical office.
In some cases, the annate kept away prospective2
3
*
0

20

This act made Tongland a Domicilius and
therefore the monks were subject to the bishops.
Attwater, p. 163.
21
Letters of James V ., p. I63.
1531.

^James V to Clement VII, Holyrood, March 28,
Ibid., pp. 19^-5.
23Ibid.
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clerics, and, thus, positions went without shep
herds.

Such a situation was the diocese of the

Hebrides which was vacant for seventeen years be
cause its proceeds were so poor that they did not
surfice to make the post profitable.

James asked

that the post be given "...gratis, for the episco
pal rents are very slender, and it is troublesome
to collect dues which for years the people have
Oh.

not been wont to pay."~'

Such a move should have

been made much earlier for the post was immediately
filled by a Benedictine who now took it as a mis
sionary venture.
Although, on first glance, these reforms
were minor, they were steps in the right direction.
James had to start small for the lack of reform for
centuries could not be swept away with one act.
Instead, it was a slow process which had to be
worked out with all the finesse of a diplomat.
In 1530, James started his first attempt at
the reform of a whole religious order.

The Cister

cians had been one of the first orders to come to
Scotland, and by 1530, they were probably one of

2b
1531-2.

James V to Clement VII, Edinburgh, February 20,
Ibid.. p. 209.

6b
the most corrupt.

Their landed wealth had slowly

undermined the community life which the founding
fathers had established, and nobles now considered
such monasteries as pawns in their never ending
battles.
In 1531 5 James received a letter from
Francis I informing him of a visitation of the Scot
tish monasteries.

James replied that such a visit

ation was most welcome in order to "...bring them
back to a more temperate life according to the Old
Cistercian rule."

At the same time, James wrote

to the Abbot General of Citeaux informing him of
the situation:
Although various houses of their order were
founded and endowed by the Scottish kings
and the sincerity of devotion endured for
many years, nevertheless some abbots and
monks have little by little relaxed their
former zeal, and observance of rule had
lost so much of its ardour that not only
has the old standard of living been aban
doned but some of them, laying aside the
fear of God, throw themselves into a life
more wanton, than His servants, to reproach
of the order, a pernicious example and a
stumbling block to many. James believes
this partly due to the evil times, and
partly to lack of skill and care by the
superiors in visitation. It is little

25
James V to Francis I, St. Andrews, Septem
ber 30, 1531* Ibid.« p. 202.

65
less arduous and meritorious to repair and
reform religious places than to build them.262
7
The king then requested that the Abbot General send
someone as quick as possible to "visit and reform."
Abbot Symon was sent by the Chapter General
and set about the task.

But Abbot Symon did not

realize the Scottish situation, and "...taking his
task seriously, he saw grave troubles and factions
among the religious, and failed to ask himself
whether he was dealing a blow to the country and
custom by his expedients hastily imposed to alter
the immemorial manner of monkish life, he fulminated
his censures and promptly departed." 1 And, thus,
in order to reform the monks, James requested that
a dual visitor generalship be set up of two Scottish
abbots.

The first two appointed were Andrew Durie,

his secretary, and Abbot of Melrose, and Mark Kerr,
his almoner, and Abbot of Neubattle, but these two
did not work out mainly because they were in commendam abbots themselves.

26

Therefore, Donald Campbell

James V to the Abbot of Citeaux, Edinburgh,
January 15, 1530-31* Ibid.. p. 187 .
27
'James to the Father General of Citeaux,
Stirling Castle, March 1, 1531-2. Ibid,. p. 210.
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the Abbot of Coupar Angus and an unworthy appointee,
and Walter Malim, the Abbot of Glenluce, were
appointed to the task.

Although Malim did carry

on rather extensive reforms, he was thwarted from
28
the very beginning.
The monastic establishments
of the Cistercians had by this time become the pawns
of many a noble family who relied on these abbey's
incomes to further their aims and help in balancing
their budget.

The Campbells, for instance, needed

the Abbey of Coupar Angus for without it they would
not have such a large income and be able to live
the life they were accustomed to.
Among the other orders which drew the at
tention of James, there was the Carmelites.

There

is little documentation regarding the Carmelites,
for according to one author, the keeping of records
must have been impossible in view of the continuous
30
warfare with England.
But even with this con
sideration, we still can piece together a rather
pO
■°Malim carried out his visitations with vigor.
He had six monks of the Abbey of Neubattle thrown
into prison. R. C. Reid (ed.), The Wigtownshire
Charters (Edinburgh: Scottish History Society, I960),
p. 285.
^°P. R. McCaffrey, The White Friars: An Outline
Carmelite History (^ublin: M. H. Gill and Sons, Ltd.,
1926), p. ^60.

67
bleak picture.-^

James, in 1537> finally had to com

municate with the Prior General of the order stating
that:
The clergy, along with almost every monas
tic order and mendicants, have decided their
errors and are trying to live according to
the old standards - a credit to Scotland and
an honour to themselves. The Carmelites are
the one order which might in this respect be
more conspicuous. James has no desire to re
call them to their duty on his own responsi
bility, or to raise the matter without in
forming the prior, who, he hears, is shortly
to hold an assembly of the order. With the
advice of distinguished churchmen he has
chosen Sir William Stob to report to the
prior, who is requested to send Stob, or
one of his own men as vicar, to the bishops
of St. Andrews, Glasgow, and Aberdeen, con
servators of the Carmelites privileges in
Scotland, to inquire and correct. James
will give his support, but if nothing is
done he has means to do it at hand for the
good of the realm.
If we are to believe James, and there is no reason
to doubt him, the situation in Scotland was improving.
But how far this improvement had gone is hard to

^ In 1560, most of the Carmelites apostacized in
cluding: John Cristesoun, their Provincial; three friars
of the Aberdeen friary; Alexander Young, prior of
fullilum in Perth; and R. Burn, prior of Irvine to
name just a few. Gordon Donaldson (ed.), Accounts of
the Thirds of Benefices. 1561-1572.
(Edinburgh: The
Scottish History Society, 19^9 ), p. 219. Cited here
after as The Thirds of Benefices.
James V to Nicholas Audetus, Prior General of
the Carmelites, no place, December 13 , 1537- Letters
of James V . p. 339-
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judge for the documents have all been destroyed
either by the English or the Protestant Reformers.
If the Carmelites were the last order to be reformed,
which the letter leads one to believe, then James
had accomplished something, but rather he probably
meant that the Carmelites were the last order to
initiate any movement toward reform.
During this same period, there were a number
of visitations to Scotland by Papal Nuncios.

In

1531, Silvester Darius visited Scotland in an
attempt to gather troops for the Pope's war against
the Turks; while in 1536, Dionisius Huralis, General
of the Servites, visited Scotland for an undisclosed
33
reason.
These visits were not aimed at reform,
but rather were aimed at checking on the loyalty of
James V and his subjects.

Constantly during this

period, the Pope made concessions to James in order
that he might "...easily bear the burdens incurred
for the good government of his subjects.

In3

33
~ 'James V to Silvester Darius, Nuncio, Holyrood, January 25, 1531* Ibid, p. 206.; James V to
Paul III, no place, January 29, 1536-7. Ibid.. p.
329.
^ B ull of Paul H I , Rome, March 7, 1531*— 5.
Ibid.. p. 285
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153*S for instance, he was authorized to levy the
temporalities of vacant prelacies (including Cluniac,
Cistercian and Premonstratensian) for one whole year,
and to use the funds for whatever purpose his dis
cretion might dictate.

Paul III hoped by such

actions to keep James within the Roman Catholic
Church, for his uncle over the border might prove a
bad example.
In 1535) James was bribed from both sides receiving the knighthood of the Garter from Henry
VIII and the cape and sword from Paul II1.35

Natu

rally, the pope was worried as to where James stood,
but any attempt on the part of Henry VIII proved
futile.
With ecclesiastical reform going forward in
a steady but slow manner, James V was accomplishing
his objective, but then with the apostacy of Henry
VIII and the English declaration of war, the situ
ation changed.

By 15^0, the Lowlands had been de

moralized by the constant and fearful invasions of

35james v to Henry VIII, Stirling Castle,
July 31, 1535. Ibid.. p. 295* Paul III to James V,
Rome, January 19, 1536, Ibid.. p. 329.
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the English.

In 15^2, James wrote a last plea to

the pope:
James has often written about the imminent
danger of an attack by Henry, beseeching
the pope to come to his aid. Now that
Henry has been making heavy and constant
onslaughts during the whole summer, first
devatating Scottish territory with nearly
ten thousand armed men, whom James over
came and put to flight, then invading with
fully equipped force of forty thousand,
and a great fleet of warships, which with
God's help James turned back, the king
wishes the Pope to understand the sole
reason, which is that he will not imi
tate Henry and renounce the Roman author
ity, and that he declines to join war on
France. If help does not come in time
and the danger neglected, the evil may
spread to the destruction of the Christian
commonweal. James cannot stand on his own
strength but he will do his best-to fulfill
the duty of a Christian prince.-3°
Thus, the disaster of Solway Moss put an end to all
hope of ever attaining reform.
The moderate success of the Jacobean reforms
was partially due to the personality of James.

As

king, he had within his hands certain powers which
he used with common sense.

He knew he must work

3^James V to Henry VIII, Stirling Castle,
July 31, 1535. Ibid.. p. 295: Paul III to James V,
Rome, January 19, 1536, Ibid,. p. 329*
15^2.

36James V to Paul III, Edinburgh, November 9?
Ibid., p. kbk.
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within the framework of Scottish tradition, and he
did.
While he may have desired to carry out more
extensive reform, his position as head of a re
latively weak central government forced him to use
the Church as a means for holding the loyalty of
the great nobles.

Further, James had a very

limited number of capable spiritual leaders from
which he could draw, he had to rely on the best of
a bad lot.
Therefore, at the end of his reign, it could
be said that there had been a positive step forward,
and that the Church was, if not appreciably better
for it, at least in a position in which further re
form could take place.
With the premature death of James, Scottish
reform was dealt a lethal blow.

Although reform

had been progressing at a slow rate, it had been
going forward.

Most of the time, James had been

blocked in his actions by the ever powerful nobility,
but he had, through his royal perogative, won over a
number of the more powerful nobles.

If, and this is

a big "if", James had been succeeded by a mature son,

72
the situation might have been different.

Instead,

his death was followed by years of regency for a
girl who was only seven days old at the time of her
father's death.

CHAPTER IV
REFORMS DURING THE REGENCY
With the death of James V at the Battle of
Solway Moss, Scotland was plunged into another
period of regency.

John Hill Burton has put the pro

blem into perspective by stating that "...again came
the fatal conjunction of thirty years earlier - the
death of a king, and a disastrous battle.

Of those

thirty years, scarcely ten was the sovereign a man
of adult age; and now the country was to be ruled in
the name of an infant seven days old ."1

This singu

lar fatality of the Scottish monarchy had been the
scourge of Scottish History for centuries, and now
was responsible once again for creating a period of
quasi-anarchy so characteristic of the Scottish scene.
Although a bitter defeat at the hands of the English,
Solway Moss was not a Flodden.

Flodden had cost

Scotland a generation of her nobility, and Solway
Moss had not.

1John Hill Burton, The History of Scotland
(Edinburgh: William Blackwood and Sons, 1899), H I ,

188.

The consistency of what Scottish government
there was was at once shown by the fact that the
machinery of state went right on, without any dis
ruption, in the name of the infant.

In the child,

Mary was a symbol, the symbol of Scottish continuity.
As James, her father, had been to the Scots, so
would she be eventually, and until that time someone
would act in her behalf.
With the death of James, there was a struggle
for the regency between Cardinal David Beaton, Arch
bishop of St. Andrews, the advocate of the old faith
and the old alliance, Roman Catholicism and France,
and James Hamilton, the Earl of Arran, heir pre
sumptive to the throne, who advocated the new faith
and a new alliance, Protestantism and England.

Thus,

the struggle for the regency had both religious and
political aspects.

Henry VIII, moreover, was quick

to realize the situation, and sent home a large num
ber of Scottish nobles who had been seized by the
English troops at Solway Moss.

These men had entered

into an agreement with the English king, who had
moved them with bribes and promises, to further the
English cause and help secure the marriage of the
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infant queen of Scotland with his son, Edward.2

With

the return of these "English'* nobles, Arran was soon
the victor in the struggle, and the nobles, led by
the Earl of Angus, had the Cardinal imprisoned in
Blackness Castle on the supposed charge of having in
trigued with the Duke of Guise, the brother of Mary
of Lorraine, the wife of James V, to bring an army to
Sco tland.J
With the Cardinal in prison, the Scottish
parliament confirmed the Earl of Arran as regent for
the infant queen.1*’ This same Parliament formally

^Among the nobles who took this oath were the
Douglases, the Earls of Cassilis and Glencairn, Lords
Grey and Fleming. They had agreed to promote the
breakage of the alliance between France and Scotland;
to hand Mary over to Henry VIII, to be brought up by
him until she could marry Edward, and even turn over
the Scottish border fortresses. Joseph Bain (ed.),
Hamilton Papers ( 1 5 1 2 - 1 5 9 0 ) . Vol. II. (Edinburgh:
Scottish History Society, 1890), I , 3 3 8 . Cited here
after as the Hamilton Papers. Also see Lang, I, *t60.
3Hamilton Papers. I, 630-32.
^This accession to the regency was based upon a
rule of Scottish law. The estates of a minor were
managed by the nearest relation on the father's side,
who is, or may become, the minor's heir. Arran claimed
his relationship through his grandfather, Sir James
Hamilton, who had married Mary, the sister of James III.
The Earl, as head of the Hamilton family, was a most
powerful noble in Scotland who worked for the better
ment of his own family. Acts of the Scottish Par1 laments. II, lKLl, lfl5, 5 ^ T
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passed an act permitting the reading of the Old and
5
New Testaments in the vernacular.
In the absence
of the Cardinal, the Archbishop of Glasgow formally
protested the passing of such an act until a Pro
vincial Council could be called to discuss, properly
the matter, but to no avail.

6

Ambassadors were sent

to England by the Regent to discuss the proposed
marriage between the Stewarts and the Tudors.

But

the Scots, in general, remained wary of such friend
ship on the part of England for experience had taught
them not to trust the English.

Sir Ralph Sadlier,

the English Ambassador to Scotland, even proposed a
marriage between the Regent Arran and Princess
Elizabeth, the younger daughter of Henry VIII.

If

Arran entertained hopes of gaining the Scottish throne,
7
the English princess would sit with him.*
,
I

^Ibid.. II, 1+15.

f

''"Proteftatione be the archiebifchope of Glafgw
chanceler for himself and in name and behalf of all the
prelitis of this realme agins the forfaid act." Ibid,.
II, 1+15-16.
^Arthur Clifford (ed.), The State Papers and
Letters of Sir Ralph Sadlier. II Vols. (Edinburgh,
1809)5 -*■? 129, 139. Cited hereafter as Sadlier:
State Papers.
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By this time, the position of those who
favored the alliance between France and Catholicism
was critical.

Their leader Beaton was still impri

soned, and their forces were anything but organized.
Beaton, although imprisoned, was not inactive.

He

contrived to send messengers to France representing
the danger to the Church and the peril to French
g

interests.

At the same time, an interdict was
9
issued on the Scottish kingdom.
The divine service
was suspended, and the sacraments were no longer ad
ministered.

These actions, coupled with a number of

advantageous bribes, made the release of the Cardinal
the prudent thing to do.

The man who was to rule

Scotland's destiny for an eventful four years took
his place as the chief obstacle to the accomplishment

^Sadlier to Lisle, Edinburgh, March 10, 15^3?
Ibid.. I, 83-90.
^Who issued this interdict remains a mystery.
Paul III would be the most logical person, but then
with communications so poor how would it have arrived
so soon. Most probably Beaton, or the Archbishop of
Glasgow issued it. But its effectiveness is apparent,
an Englishman commented that "...they can cause no
priest in Scotland to sing Mass since the Cardinal was
taken, neither to christen nor bury." Great Britain,
Calendar of State Papers relating to Scotland. XII
Vo Is". (Edinburgh, I898 - ), V, 2^9. Cited hereafter
as State Papers. Also confer Belleschiem, II, 162-3.
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of this treasonable program of a Scottish-Dnglish
Alliance.
Beaton, on his release, set to work immedi
ately to stop the English alliance.

He summoned a

general convention of the bishops and clergy of Scot
land.

Since he was not as yet Legate a latare. he

could not convoke a Provincial Council.

These eccle

siastics met at St. Andrews, and animated by patrio
tism, and survival, voted 10,000 pounds for the de
fense of the Scottish nation.10

Following this con

vention, Beaton, through the Abbot of Paisley, the
illegitimate brother of Arran, approached the Regent.
He was informed that if he forced a break with Rome
his legitimacy would be brought to question.^

And

if this were done, the Earl of Lennox, next in the
line of succession, might well take Arran's place.
The regent, realizing that an infant queen might
easily die before reaching maturity, cast his lot
with the Catholic-Drench party.*
1

“^ Statutes of the Scottish Church, pp. 21+2-5.
11Arran's legitimacy seems to have been the key
to the whole problem. His father, the First Earl of
Arran had been married three times, and his mother
had been married only after a papal annulment. The
envisoned throne was all powerful. Sadlier: State
Papers. I, 216.
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The anxiety of both the French and the
Papacy became apparent, and they both despatched re
presentatives to Scotland.

The Papacy sent Marco

Grimani, the Patriarch of Aquileia, and France sent
De La Brosse and Bishop Menage.

Grimani's purpose

was to investigate the situation and make a report to
12
Rome.
The Patriarch arrived in Scotland during this
bleak period, and set to work establishing his forces.
The Queen, Mary of Lorraine, and the Cardinal had al
ready exhausted much of their financial resources,
and Grimani was forced to use papal gold which he had
brought with him.^3

After about six months in Scot

land, he spoke in favor of the French Alliance before
the Scottish Parliament.

His speech was fairly

inocuous, and only the general political situation
made it seem a personal victory.

For on the week of

his appearance, Arran re-embraced the Catholic faith.-^

12

R. K. Hannay, "Letters of the Papal Legate in
Scotland, 15j+3i H The Scottish Historical Review, XI
(October, 1913)? p. 3*
■^Grimani to Cardinal Farnese, Stirling, October
15, 15^3, Ibid., pp. 17-19.
llfThe last letter of Grimani makes it clear that
Beaton did not consider him important, but only as a
tool to get his coveted position of Legate a latere.
Grimani to Cardinal Farnese, Edinburgh, November 11,
15^3, Ibid., pp. 22-2*+.
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The French alliance had won, and Catholicism was once
again re-established throughout the land.
After the departure of the Papal Legate, Par
liament assembled again.

It renewed the alliance with

France, annulled that with England, and reaffirmed the
laws against heresy.

Abbot Hamilton was made trea

surer, and Beaton was given the chancellorship of the
nation.^

The Cardinal had not worked in vain, the

Scottish nation stood by him, and showed that, on the
whole, a Scot still hated the English and stood by
the French, especially if the latter gave the better
deal.

Henry VIII had alienated the Scots by his

overbearing attitude, and in demanding the custody
of Mary acted as an overlord, not as a friend.
But this complete reversal of policy, from
England back to France, meant that once again Scot
land had to reckon with a hostile nation to the south.
Henry, on the other hand, was going to teach the Scots
a lesson, and that lesson took the form of the de
structive invasion by the Earl of Hertford in 1 5 ^

^Hamilton Papers. II, 250-1.
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and

In I 5 ^ j the English burned Edinburgh,

Holyrood, and Eeith, and in I5^5j Hertford boasted of
burning seven monasteries and over two hundred and
forty villages and towns.

The English considered the

Scots as ,,papists,,J and, therefore, anything was fair.
One example of the English invasions is seen at the
Franciscan Observant Friary at Roxburgh where "Bulmer,
the English captain, found work for his troops in
erecting a guard-house at the gate of the friary, and
in roofing in three of its vaults to serve as a stable
for twenty horses."

The Friary had been burned to the

ground, and all that remained were its w a l l s . B u t
this "rough wooing" on Henry*s part only caused the
Scots to identify the old alliance (France), and the
old faith with national independence.
But if Henry's policy helped to cement the
Cardinal's party, the Protestant party found unity
in persecution.
heretics.

Beaton encouraged prosecution of

Probably the most famous of Beaton's

martyrs was George Wishart.

Wishart was an educated

man, and had taken pupils at Corpus Christ! College,*
,
V

16

Hertford destroyed the beautiful abbey of Kelso,
and also Melrose, Dryburgh and Jedburgh. State Pariers.
V, 512.
'
17 Bryce, I, 165-6.
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Cambridge, and seems to have been associated with the
English factions from their very beginning.

‘ In

March of l5*+6, he was brought to trial and put to
death for heresy.

Resulting from his execution,

there were political as well as religious implica
tions.

If the Protestants were to survive, and if

a united party was created, they could look only to
England for support.
In April of l5*+6, Beaton convoked a Provin
cial Council for he now had the power of a papal
legate.

The first object of the council was to ap

propriate money for delegates to attend the Council
19
of Trent.
After a sum of 2,500 pounds had been
levied, the Council adjourned without any further1

18
°0ne of the problems at this time for the Pro
testants was that they were not only heretics, but
traitors as well. Wishart had been in the pay of
the English for some time, and although he was burned
for inciting riots by his preaching, he could have
been put to death for working with the English.
Bellesehiem, II, 173.
i^No Scottish delegate ever attended the Coun
cil of Trent as a representative of the Scottish
Church. The Cardinal of Lorraine, the brother of
Mary of Lorraine, did act in this capacity. Robert
Wauchop, a Scot by birth, and often entitled the
"blind theologian" because of his defective eyesight,
was present. But he had been charged, incorrectly,
with soliciting benefices at Rome by the Scottish
Parliament, and acted on his own. Later, he served
as Archbishop of Armagh, Ireland and Papal Legate to
Ireland.
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action towards reform.

The invasions from England

made any such meeting dangerous, especially at Edin
burgh so close to the border.
With the martyrdom of Wishart, the English
realized that the Cardinal was the chief obstacle to
their movement.

Although Beaton was a Renaissance

cleric, he nevertheless supported the state and
Catholicism.

His wealth was unapostolic.

And his

mistress, Marioun Ogilvy, gave him seven children.
A plot was formed which eventually led to the assas
sination of the Cardinal in his castle at St. Andrews
less than three months after Wishart’s death on
May 29, l5*+6.

The needed pretext for the murder

was found in a dispute between the Leslies and the
Cardinal.

This old feud was reactivated by a problem

concerning the estates of Norman Leslie, the Master
of Rothes.

With the death of Beaton, the French

Alliance, and the Catholic faith, suffered a heavy
loss.
Beaton had been successful in opposing
Henry VIII, and had maintained the status quo.

His

^ State Papers. V, 560; Also see Lang, I, ^90 and
Belleschiem, II, 177.

murderers, on the other hand, proclaimed themselves
to be upholders of the true faith, and took them
selves into the murdered Cardinal's castle, and
naturally looked for help from England.

These rebels

were joined by other Protestants, including John Knox
who came to St. Andrews in Easter week of 15^7.

But

the English aid failed to materialize, and the "Re
formers" were compelled to s u r r e n d e r . K n o x , along
with other captives, were placed in the French gal22
leys after their surrender.
In the meantime, Henry VIII and Francis I
had died.

Henry II had come to the French throne,

and the house of Guise was now in a position of
power.
Edward.

In England, Hertford was now the regent for
But this new power did not soften Hertford,

and his defeat of the Scots at Pinkie only caused
the Scots to turn more eagerly toward the French for
aid.
The Scots asked for aid, and the French sent
it - but not without conditions.

21

France would send

Andrew Lang, John Knox and the Reformation
(London: Longmans, Green and Co., 1905)? 27.
22Ibid., p. 30.

85
troops, but Mary had to be sent to France, and
23
eventually married to the Dauphin.
The Treaty of
Haddington, July, l5*+8, was concluded in the Scottish
camp which beseiged that city now held by the English.
A week later Mary set sail for France, not to return
for twelve years.

2b

In the meantime, Arran con

tinued as regent, and his brother, John, the Abbot
of Paisley, succeeded the Cardinal as Archbishop of
St. Andrews.
With the aid of French troops and money, the
Scottish nation now repulsed the English.

And by

1550, they had completely defeated them, and the

oc
Protestant cause once again met with a setback.^
In the meantime, with the death of Beaton,
the hierarchy had received a new leader in the person
of John Hamilton.

Hamilton as the illegitimate

brother of Arran was a very powerful individual.
Although he had a mistress, Grizzell Sempill, who gave

23Acts of the Scottish Parliaments. II, *+81.
2lfLang, II, p. 12-3.
2 % o s t Protestants fled across the border into
England, or to Geneva. William Croft Dickinson, Scot
land from the earliest times to 1603. (London: Thomas
Nelson and Sons, Ltd., 1961), pp. 321-3*
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him three children, he seems to have been bent
towards reform, as long as it furthered the aims of
the Hamiltons.

Hamilton eventually got rid of his

mistress in 1559} but only when a Protestant mob
attacked his castle.

In general, he acted to main

tain the status quo and realizing that a reformed
Church was needed, he moved to that end.

His reli

giosity can not be accepted as a cause of the calling
of a provincial council in 15^9.
In 15^9} a provincial council assembled at
Linlithgow.

However, since not all the English troops

had been evacuated from Scotland by this time, the
place of the meeting was changed to Blackfriars
Church at Edinburgh.

His call drew sixty clerics,

including: seven bishops, two vicar-generals, fourteen
abbots and priors, seven doctors of divinity, three
Dominicans, four Franciscans, plus deans, provosts,
26
and canons.
It was an impressive group which met
at Edinburgh, and an impressive task which they set
about - the complete reformation of the Scottish Church.
This council had been the brain child of Car
dinal Beaton, but with the latter's death, Hamilton

^ Statutes of the Scottish Church, pp. 85-88.
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was left the task.

The purpose of the council of

15^9 was reform, and no political motivations were
involved.

Motivated as it was by the Council of

Trent, the Scottish fathers set about to purify the
Scottish Church of its abuses.

The date was late,

and under the circumstance of the times, the Statutes
passed mirrored the complexity of the situation and
the condition of the Church.

In the prologue of the

convocation, the fathers blamed the existing con
dition of the Church at the feet of two causes,
namely, "...the corruption of morals and profane lewd
ness or life in churchmen of almost all ranks, to
gether with a crass ignorance of literature and of
all the liberal arts."2?
time, and they knew it.

They were working against
They could only hope to carry

out their work with moderate success "...considering
28
the exigency of the times."
The good will of the
fathers cannot be denied, although, it can be

27 Ibid.. 8k.
28
Ibid.
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questioned at times.

29

They did, if nothing else,

approach their problems with realism.
The code of reforming statutes passed in l5*+9
contained canonical laws ranging from the concubinage
to poor preaching, and included all the irregularities
which plagued the Scottish Church.

Starting with the

problem of concubinage, the Church fathers ruled that
all concubines must be put away, and all offspring
from such unions should not be kept in the rectories.^
Also legislation was passed that forbad secular pur81
suits to clerics, and regulated their dress.
Visitation of monasteries and inquiry into the monks'
lives was now made compulsory by the bishops and even
previously exempt orders were included. ^

All

Although only one father, Patrick Hepburn,
Bishop of Moray, objected to the statutes themselves,
the other fathers by their actions did not put them
into effect. But the reasons for their failures are
numerous. The following pages shall show a few such
reasons of Donaldson, The Scottish Reformation, p. 66.
-^Statutes of the Scottish Church, pp. 89-92.
The dress of some of the clergy must have been
something to see for the council forbade "...colours,
as yellow, green, and such kinds of parti-color...."
Ibid.. p. 92.
■^This included the Premonstratensian Canons,
the Augustinians, and Cluniac monks. Ibid., pp. 9^-5»
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monasteries were commanded to send students to the
universities to study literary and theological
studies, and even the method of preaching was pre
scribed.^

There was legislation against pluralism

and nepotism. 8^

The fathers reformed the ecclesias

tical courts, and finally they appointed another
•55
meeting for two years later.-"
It was an all-encompassing reform, and one
which if followed would have rooted out all the evils
in the old Church.

But even on the few statutes

which one can check, there was no radical change.
Hamilton who had called the meeting continued to live
with his mistress after the council, and in fact until
1559.

He also kept more than one benefice - the arch-

bishopric of St. Andrews and the abbacy of Paisley.-3

^Since the monasteries were small most were only
required to send one monk, but Arbroath was required
to send three. Ibid., pp. 106-7.
3^1bid., pp. 113-5.
3^This reform of the courts, although important
did not have a chance to work itself out. Ibid..
pp. 129-31 .
3^His work was mostly for the Hamilton’s, and at
this time the cause was the old faith. As mentioned
previously, his mistress was run out of town in 1559
by a mob of Protestants. Knox, I, p. I6*f.

)0
We can expect no wholesale reform from clergy with
such a leader.

And Hamilton was not alone.

His

fellow bishops were no better, with one or two no
table exceptions.3?

William Gordon, the Bishop of

Aberdeen, had six children by his mistress, Janet
Knowles; while Patrick Hepburn, the Bishop of Moray,
had nine children - his reputation left something to
be desired, but the fall of Catholicism saw him de
fending his monastery at Scone with troops, and his
o
son killing a man from Dundee.
Anything was all
right until the status quo was upset, then one be
came pious and defending.
Most of the church dignitaries retained
themselves in plural benefices, and in fact none
have been found that even attempted to resign their
extra holdings.

Even the statute that forbade the

alienation of monastic land came too late. 39

Why,

3?Such exceptions to the rule were Abbot
Quintin Kennedy of Crossraguel and Bishop Reid of
Orkney. Both were leaders in reform, but primarily
concerned with physical rebuilding. Only Kennedy
wrote against the heretics.
-^Dickinson, John Knox's History.... II, 190-91*
39Bishop William Chisholm of Dunblane had
divided his estates among his three illegitimate
children. And many another monastery had followed
suit. Confer the D.N.B. for the life of William
Chisholm.
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if no one heeded the statutes, were they passed at
all, and why were further councils held if this one
went unheeded?

Probably, the most important reason

for the Council of 15^9 was to impress their ally
France with their religious sincerity.

Secondly,

the clergy, on the whole, really wanted reform, but
one just could not throw a mistress out, or the chil
dren of such arrangements.

Even if some of the

priests had wished to resign their benefices, they
could not have afforded to do so.

In general, the

Council of 15^9 was too late, and yet too early.

It

was too late for Catholic reform, and too early for
"reformation,11 in the Protestant sense.
With the English demands on Scotland having
been thwarted, the French demands on Scotland became
clear.

Henry II had hopes for a real union between

the two countries.

With the treaty of Boulogne,

Scotland was freed from the English threat, but the
French troops stayed on.
now behind the lines.

In general, the action was

The Protestants slowly re

gained their position, and more determined than ever
worked with England for the rooting out French im
perialism and Roman Catholicism.
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In the meantime, another Provincial Council
was called by Hamilton which met in 1551•

This

council again reiterated what the council of 15^9
had stated.

The difference being seen in the issuing

of a catechism in the vernacular which the clergy
were instructed to read through a number of times be
fore publicly attempting to teach from it.

It was an

admirable attempt at instruction and reform, but again
too late.

The catechism itself helped to call atten

tion to the illiteracy of the clergy which had
prompted it.
It is worth while to look at the reforms of
l5*+9 and 1551 a little closer.

These reforms pro

ceeded from an honest attempt to work out the pro
blems of the ecclesiastical system.

In general, they

followed the decrees of the Council of Trent.

Gordon

Donaldson attempts to picture these acts as "...owing
nothing to the papacy, and indeed as anti-papal to the
extent that the Pope, when not altogether ignored - as
he often was - was regarded critically."

IfO

This is un

true for although the pope is not mentioned specifi
cally in most of the statutes, the statutes pertained

IfO
Donaldson, The Scottish Reformation, p. 35*
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to discipline and not theology, and, therefore, the
pope would not necessarily have to be mentioned.
These acts owed their origin to the Papacy insofar as
they came from the then in session Council of Trent.
Donaldson further states that "...while it was not un
connected with the proceedings of the Council of Trent,
its whole theological tendency was not in the direc
tion of Tridentine rigidity but the more liberal lines
of modification in accordance with reforming thought.1,1+1
This is ridiculous for the acts of the Provincial
councils paralleled those of Trent.

Quotes of Trent's

statutes are found throughout those of the Provincial
Councils.

1+2

Its decrees on pluralism, diocesan visit

ations, and the education of priests are all incor
porated into the statutes of the Provincial Council
of 15^9-

As for rigidity, the Scottish councils are

just as firm as those of any of the Church, except in
the catechism which avoided many controversial issues.
Donaldson is wrong when he attempts to insinuate that
the Scottish Church was anti-papal for she was not,

*+l
Ibid.

^ Statutes of the Scottish Church, pp. 112, 11^,
118 , 220- 22 .

but she was isolated.

Her isolation forced her to

remain away from the Council of Trent, but these lo
cal councils were in imitation of a General Church
Council
The only statute of the Council of 1551 which
seems to have been carried out with some completeness
is that on the education of the clergy.

Both secular

and religious appear at the University of St. Andrews
following the council of I55l»

Among the seculars,

William Cranstoun, a Doctor of the University of Paris
and provost of Setoun, was incorporated into the
University in order to teach.

In all eleven secu

lars of some merit, deans, provosts, and minor
clergy were registered in l55l> while numerous
monks start to appear after 1551*

In 1552, two

monks of Glenluce, a Cistercian house in the diocese
of Whithorn, matriculated, as did a Tironese Bene
dictine from the Abbey of Arbroath, a house held by
the Archbishop of Glasgow.

b-5

But it was not until

If■a

JA comparison of the statutes can be seen by com.
paring those found in Statutes of the Scottish Church
and H. J. Schroeder, O.P., Canons and Decrees of the
Council of Trent (St. Louis: Herder, 19^2).
^ Earlv Records of the University of St. Andrews.
p. 255.
^ i b i d . . p. 2 5 2 .
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155*+? that two more monks came.'TD

And then in 1555»

Archbishop Hamilton sent two monks from his in commendam Abbey of Paisley, and Archbishop Beaton of Glas
gow sent two more from his abbey in compliance with
Li<7
the rules set down in l5*+9» * This was a slow but
steady stream of clerics to the university, but too
slow for the times.
In 1553, Mary had become eleven years old,
and according to French lawyers, could legally rule
her kingdom in her own name.

In effect, what was

meant was that Mary would remain in France, but her
mother in Scotland would rule as her delegate.

1+8

In

155*+, the Scottish Parliament approved such an action,
and Mary of Lorraine became regent for her daughter.
With Mary of Lorraine as regent, there was an im
mediate increase of French control.

Frenchmen were

appointed officers of state, and heads of garrisons.

1+9

^ I n 155*+, Donald Campbell, Abbot of Coupar Angus,
sent at least one monk to St. Andrews. Ibid,. pp. 25960

.

^ Ibid.. pp. 260-61.
^ Acts of the Scottish Parliaments. II, 602-60*+.
^ J o h n Hill Burton and David Masson (eds.), The
Register of the Privy Council of Scotland. XIV Vols.
(Edinburgh, 1877-98), I, i26. Cited hereafter as the
Privy Council.

96
Only the favorites of the Queen Mother were now ad
mitted to governmental counsels.
On the transfer of the regency from Arran to
the Queen mother, Arran technically resigned, but he
does not appear to have been anxious to do so.

He

was given a number of benefits for resigning, and
these included the right of amnesty regarding any use
he had made of crown property while regent.

Later,

Arran reappeared on the political scene, but this
was at the time of the personal rule of Mary, Queen
of Scots.
Already by 1555» there were murmurings against
51
the new Regent and her companions.
Nevertheless,
Mary of Lorraine pursued a tolerant policy - at least
for awhile.

She allowed those who suffered persecu

tion under Mary Tudor to take up residence in Scot52
land.'
But with toleration the numbers of the Pro
testants increased.

They gained control in the east-

coast burghs and in the southwest.

As early as 1555**
1
5

■^Dickinson, Scotland from.... p. 32*+.

51

Acts of the Scottish Parliaments. II, 60*+.

^2Ibid.. II, 605.
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the ballad writers of Scotland were busy producing
derogatory songs against the Queen Regent and
Catholicism, and Mary, in turn, was forced to write
to the council of the Burgh of Edinburgh about such
ballads.

Much of the religious statuary in Edin

burgh had been taken down, which shows a strong Pro'
tU
testant tendency even at this time.^
Early in 1557) the situation seemed ready for
a political and religious uprising.

Some of the lords

wrote to Knox asking him to return from Geneva where
he had resided since the accession of Mary Tudor.
had been released from the galleys1 in 15^9.^

He

Later,

this plan fell through, and all that was accomplished
was the formation of the Congregation.^
of Protestantism was showing itself.

The "face"

Many of the

lords now kept preachers, and leading preachers relied
on their support.

In 1558, a number of temporal lords5

^Marwick, p. 252.
^ Ibld.
55
Lang, John Knox.... Chapter II and III.
^ T h e Congregation, officially the “army of the
Congregation of the Lord," was a compact of the no
bility and Protestants to take up arms to defend their
cause, and fight against French Imperialism. Dickin
son, Scotland from.... p. 325»

98
moved for "Protestant" reform of the Church.

They

asked the Queen Regent for another Provincial Council
which they hoped might reform as the others had not.
Although the demands were Protestant in nature, the
Queen Regent insisted on their discussion.^7

A

Provincial Council was arranged, but it refused to
comply with the Protestant demands.
This last Provincial Council met in a scene
of disruption.

The mobs were rioting throughout

Scotland against the French, and naturally the Catholic
Church.

Knox comments on this when he states that

"...the images were stolen away in all parts of the
country; and in Edinburgh was that great idol called
Saint Giles, first drowned in the North Loch, and
after burnt, which raised no small trouble in town."^
With the populace in tumult, the Council met to con
sider reform.

Naturally, this council reiterated the

first two councils, but to no avail.

By this time,

riots and destruction were commonplace.

At Perth,

the Dominican and Franciscan houses, and the

5?Ibid., p. 326.
^Dickinson, John Knox's History.... I, 125-6.
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Carthusian Charterhouse, were all sacked and burned,59
The hope for reform had passed, and the old Church
had started to crumble.
The question can be posited as to whether or
not any reform did take place during this period.

If

we are to believe the general condition of Scotland
in 1557 as described by Anthony Cardinal Trivulzio,
a legate to Henry II of France, the situation had not
improved.

Granted that part of the religious dis

ruption was caused by Protestant defection, but even
with this taken into account the picture is bleak:
Ecclesiastical discipline has been very much
relaxed in her kingdom of Scotland, and that
the ecclesiastical prelates, both secular and
regular...alienate property, both immovable
and of notable value, to the Church's loss,
and in favour of men in power, without ob
serving the solemnities by law required;
also that they neglect the fabric of the
said churches, that they allow them to fall
into ruin and decay from age and that they
cease from the restoration and repair of them.
Moreover, the nuns and other women dedicated
to God go outside the bounds of monasteries,
and wander through the house of the laity, and
that they admit suspected persons within their
monasteries, that they are bold, and daily make
bold to indulge in carnal lusts and pleasure;
that divers abused are introduced into the
churches of those parts, and very many crimes,

^9Ibld,. I, 162-4-.

100
iniquities and scandalous enormities (some
of them savouring of heresy) are comi Ltted
by various persons of either sex....60
This account gathered in France from Scottish sources
seems pretty accurate.

When in 1558, Henry II

wished to send a Papal Legate to Scotland in order
to reform the Church, it was already too late.

And

by 1559, Giovanni Ferreri, the humanist, wrote a reply
to a letter from Abbot Reid of Kinloss, a nephew of
Bishop Reid, saying that "...you write of the fall
of religion in Scotland, and how saving you and yours,
nearly all have laid aside the ancient religion."^1
The period of Catholic Reform was over.
The peculiar Scottish situation had made re
form extremely difficult from the very beginning.
The intertwining of political and religious causes
made all actions both political and religious.

From

the beginning, the Protestant cause was associated
with the English politically; while the Roman Catholic

^Cardinal Trivulzio to Paul IV, Paris, October 27,
1557, John H. Pollen, S.J., Papal Negotiotiations with
Mary Queen of Scots during her Reign in Scotland. 15611 5 6 7 . (Edinburgh: The Scottish History Society, 1901),
pp. 7-8.
^Giovanni Ferreri to William Reid, Abbot of Kinloss, no place, December 21, 1559. Ibid.. p. 1*17.
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cause was allied with France.

Whichever political

party was on the ascendency carried with it the
allied religion.

In the beginning of the period

of the Regency, Protestantism, as a new and strug
gling religion, found strength in the support of
Henry VIII and his schismatic church.

But this sup

port also caused trouble for Protestantism, for al
though English support was necessary, it was looked
upon by most Scots with scepticism.

Henry VIII was

not a greedless friend, and his "rough wooing" even
tually made the English alliance unfavorable.

With

the French alliance strengthened, troops were brought
from France, and the English were repulsed.
With the French victory, the Church was able
to hold a number of Provincial Councils, l5*+9 and 1551»
which passed legislation which should have reformed
the whole Scottish Church, but most of the statutes
were never enforced.

Although reform was hampered by

the political conditions and the numerous problems
which had plagued the Church previously, the attempts
and successes of James V slowly fell into the back
ground.
As time progressed, the French, which is not
uncommon, made themselves as detestable as the English,
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and the French alliance became synonymous with
French imperialism, and Catholicism suffered for it.
The riots of this latter period, although antiCatholic, were more against the French Regent and
her religion, than against Catholicism itself.

With

the two intertwined in the mob’s mind, Catholicism
slowly became the detested religion of Scotland.

Al

though at this time, Protestantism was not the reli
gion of the majority of the Scots, it was the religion
of a powerful section of the nobility and as such the
new ascendant religion of Scotland.

It was in this

environment that Calvinism triumphed over Catholicism
in 1560.

CHAPTER V
A CONCLUSION
Although the Provincial Council of 1559
marks the end of the Catholic Reform movement, it
does not signify the end of Catholicism throughout
Scotland.

With the Treaty of Cateau-Cambresis, the

French and Spanish drew together for the extirpation
of heresy from their kingdoms.

Mary of Lorraine as

an ally of the French government was naturally in
cluded in this plan.

She received instructions from

France to crush the growing Protestant movement with
in Scotland.1

All preachers of the Reformed faith

were to be banished from the land, but this action
was never carried out, for already, the Queen had
lost control of her kingdom.

The preachers continued

to preach, and on May 2, 1559, John Knox delivered
his sermon against idolatry in Perth.
stone, and a statue was broken.

A boy threw a

A riot ensued, and

the houses of the Dominicans and Franciscans, and the
Carthusian Charterhouse of Perth were all destroyed.2

1Also see Belleschiem, II, 262 and Lang, II, Mj-7.
^Knox, I, 162-1+.

io4
Although this was a religious riot, the govern
ment could not let it pass unchecked, and the Regent
assembled her forces to march on Perth.

The Congre

gation gathered to fight for their religion.

And the

reformation rebellion had started."1
There was a lot of marching and counter
marching, but actually little fighting.

The Queen

Regent had to rely on her French troops, for the no
bility were either supporters of the Reformers, or un
favorable to the French alliance, or hopeful of
gaining something from the pillage of the Church.
The Reformers, on the other hand, had little in the
way of trained troops.

Even without this, by June,

the Army of the Congregation occupied the city of
Edinburgh while Mary of Lorraine and her troops held
Ll
the city of Leith, a strategic city and port.
The Lords of the Congregation, in the meantime,
deposed the Queen Regent, in the names of Mary and
Francis, her husband, and thereby assumed an

^An article analyzing the importance of revolution
in the Reformation has recently been published. Michael
Walzer, "Revolutionary Ideology: The Case of the Marian
Exiles," The American Political Science Review. LVII
(September, 1963)5 643-55.
^Dickinson, Scotland from.... p. 328-9; Also see
Lang, II, 58-68. '
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authority which they did not in actuality possess.
After the deposition of the Queen Mother, the new
government placed the authority of the realm in a
"Great Council," and prepared an assult on Leith.
But Leith had been fortified by the French, and the
assult was repulsed.

The rout was so successful that
c
the rebels fled particularly to Glasgow and Fife.'
More than ever the aid of the English was

needed and was essential for the defeat of the
French and Elizabeth decided to intervene' actively.
For many reasons, Elizabeth had been reluctant to
take part in the Scottish Wars of Religion.

She was

not yet secure on the English throne, and she had
pledged England not to war on France in the Treaty of
Cateau-Cambresis.

If Elizabeth helped the Protestants

in revolt against the monarch of Scotland might not
others, especially the Catholics, help Englishmen to
revolt against her.

But when Elizabeth intervened,

it was for her own interests.

French interests now

were supporting Mary Stewart as a claimant to the
English throne.

The old English fear that France*

*r
'Lang, II, 66.
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might use the Scottish nation as a northern base
£
against England was too great not to be met.
In June of 1560, the French suffered two de
feats - the loss of Leith to a combined English and
Scottish force, and the death of Mary of Lorraine
who died in Edinburgh castle on June 11.

With this

defeat, the French sent commissioners to Scotland to
negotiate a peace, and it was concluded in July of
1560.

The Treaty of Edinburgh was concluded not be

tween France and Scotland, but France and England.
By the treaty, Elizabeth was recognized as the Queen
of England, and Mary and Francis were to refrain from
the use of the English coat of arms.
religion was mentioned.

Nothing about

The treaty was a victory for

Elizabeth for she received both French recognition
7
and French withdrawal from Scotland.
While Elizabeth gained her aims, the question
of religion, for which the major group of Scots had
fought, had been left undecided.

But the Reformers

were quick to turn this political victory into a

^Lang, II, 67.
^The full body of the text of the Treaty of Edin
burgh can be found in Lang, II, 68.
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religious one, and the Estates met in August of 1560.
Ihis Parliament decided that the authority and juris
diction of the Pope should be abolished, the cele
bration of the Mass forbidden and all doctrine contrary to the Knox's Confession of Faith condemned.

8

The meeting of this "Reformation Parliament" was
attended by over a hundred small nobles, all fervent
Protestants, who claimed the right to sit in on the
9
Parliament.
Mary, Queen of Scots, never recognized this
Parliament or ratified the Treaty of Edinburgh, and
throughout her reign from 1561-1567 > the religious
question actually remained unsettled.

For all prac

tical purposes with the Reformation Parliament Pro
testantism became the religion of Scotland.

The Pro

testant Church took the place of the Church of Rome;
the old alliance with France was replaced with a new
alliance with England.

The two Protestant countries*
.
V
I

O
°The legality of the assembly had always been
questioned, but its forcefulness is apparent. Burton,
IV. 89; Also see Tytler, III, 133j Belleschiem, II,
298-90, and Lang, II, 75.
^They sat as freeholders of the King a right
stipulated by the acts of 1^26 and lL-28, but never
enforced. Dickinson, Scotland from.... 331*

10 8

of the British Isles now were drawn together, and
ultimately the King of Scotland, James VI, was to
succeed the English Queen to her throne in 1603.10
Although Scotland was a small isolated king
dom, she has had a most complex history.

From the

very foundation of the nation, the country had been
torn asunder by border disputes, clan rivalries, and
struggle for the precious little land there is.

She

has been plagued by a nobility, entrenched with landed
wealth, who constantly disrupted the social order for
their own benefit.

In all, Scotland has been a stage

on which the emotions of sorrow and despair have been
the dominating expressions.
There were numerous reasons why Catholic re
form failed in Scotland.

First, and foremost, was the

apathy of the Scottish clergy.

No matter what the

situation was, the clergy could have at least attempted
personal reform.

No single reformer could have carried

out a total reformation of the Scottish Church for
there were too many problems, but a gifted and talented
leader with the aid of a minority of educated and moral

1QIbid.. 332.
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clergymen could have attempted reform.

However,

there was neither the leader nor real desire.

Cer

tainly, Quintin Kennedy, the Abbot of Crossraguel,
and Robert Reid, the Bishop of Orkney, were honest
and upright clergymen, but they were not leaders.
The men who might have carried out reform, Cardinal
Beaton and Archbishop Hamilton, failed.

Beaton had

enough to do to ward off the English, but Hamilton,
even though he called three Provincial Councils,
never commanded enough respect to be a religious
leader.
In all, the clergy were a pitiful lot, and
most carried on in their posts for the Protestants
at the time of the Reformation.

Therefore, a lack

of ecclesiastical leadership can, along with the lack
of a good lower clergy, be given as the first cause of
the failure of Reform.
Secondly, and just as important, was the
diplomatic revolution which occurred in Scottish
Foreign policy.

When the old alliance, France, be

came so intrinsically associated with Catholicism
that the two were indistinguishable, Catholicism
suffered with French defeat.

At first, this alliance

no
worked for the advantage of the Church, but as time
progressed and Scottish independence seemed threatened
by French imperialism, the Catholic Church suffered
from the attachment.

It is one of the tricks of

fate that Protestantism and the English alliance
seemed to foster Scottish independence.

Perhaps if

Catholicism had remained free of all political en
tanglement, her position would not have been compro
mised, and Protestantism would have found rebellion
more difficult.
Another cause for the failure of Catholic re
form is seen in general discontent of the Scottish
nobility.

Their eyes beheld the example of their

counterparts in England who helped Henry VIII divide
up the English monastic system.

Now they too wished

their chance at some of the wealth of the Scottish
Church.

In many cases, the families already possessed

abbeys and priories - the Hamiltons controlled Paisley
and Kilwinning, while the Colvilles had Culross and
the Erskines had Dryburgh.

A principle of heredity

had already developed, and the next step was easy.

A

nobility that wished for the confiscation of the
monastic property of the country did not hope for re
form of the existing system.

Ill
The disaster of Solway Moss, the death of
James V, and the minority which followed created
further problems for Catholic reform.

James V had

slowly attempted to reform the Church, but regents
could not command the respect of a king.
not a James V, nor was Beaton.

Arran was

The Stewarts starting

as just another clan family had by this period es
tablished the aura of royalty, and the other nobles
did not have this.
were not kings.

The Hamiltons although powerful

The period of the Regency was

characterized by a lack of respect and treachery
from the nobles, who were jealous of the Hamiltons'
power.
The final problem was that of the isolation
of the Scottish Church from the Papacy.

The Popes,

Clement VII to Pius V, could not from their palaces
in Rome be expected to understand the Scots, and their
unusual ways.
Scots.

Even the Scots did not understand the

Therefore, the Church in Scotland found her

self isolated from the "vine", and although reform
was initiated in immitation of the General Council of
Trent, it was without the spirit.

The Provincial

Councils of 15^9 and 1551 were reforming councils, but
councils which could not break with the corruption of
the past.
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With all these problems combined together,
the Scottish reform movement did not have a chance
at survival.

Although the Act of Parliament of 1560

which abolished the old Church did not put an end to
that religion, it forged the weapons which eventually
did root out Catholicism.

Catholic Reform had come

too late, and when it came, it was without the con
victions which were necessary.
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APPENDIX

This is a map of the diocesan boundaries of Scotland
in 1550. Taken from Belleschiem, III, i.
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